
Protocols for SFI Reporting 

A methodology for the annual reporting of harvested acreage for the SFI Certification process 

 

 

Annual reporting of harvested acreage is required to maintain certification in SFI and may be 
required during the auditing process. The following rules must be adhered to during the 
calculation process to ensure consistent reporting over each harvest year. 

Collection of Harvest Data: 

Each Forest must report their calendar year harvests upon request. While this process differs 
from our internal Fiscal Year process, by using Calendar we (a) fit requirements of reporting 
more precisely and (b) ensure we review timber harvesting activity that was actually conducted 
during that time period and not sold during that time period. Given the length of standard 
contracts and the ability to extend those contracts for 1 year or longer, Calendar Year reporting 
is a useful way of avoiding planned fiscal year events that may not have occurred. Data should 
be provided as a GIS layer, ensuring the boundaries of the harvest area are defined. 

 

Review: 

Review of the data must be conducted for size and adjacency constraints. Currently we identify 
point adjacency as reflecting an occurrence where adjacency may be violated. Calendar year 
activity will then be compared to harvest activity over the past 3 (three) years to ensure that 
aggregate harvest size also does not violate size constraints as set forth in the SCFC Long Range 
Plan. Given our establishment in SFI in 2013, our reporting for 2013 will be the earliest available 
for aggregate review. 2014 and later harvest acreage reports should use data developed for 
2013 in the review process. 

Clearcutting acres are only those acres explicitly reported as clearcut. For Sand Hills State 
Forest, effort should be made to delineate Seed Tree/Shelterwood harvests from the 
intermediate data, as harvests are now classified as intermediate as required by the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service based on residual Basal Area, however these thinnings in mature stands may 
represent a replacement event in terms of production of viable seedlings. 

 

 

 


