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Good day!
And what a glorious day it is.  Finally, we have 
sunshine and no rain, with the added benefit 
of temperatures around 70 degrees in the 
Midlands and Upstate to the upper 70s on the 
coast.  This sort of weather will help dry out 
ground conditions in our forests that have been 
flooded to wet since Oct. 3, 2015.  We have even 
started seeing some much-needed prescribed 
burning being accomplished.  Hopefully, this 
trend will continue for a while and allow logging 
and prescribed burning to get back to somewhat 
normal levels.
In January, Dr. Steve McNulty of the 
USDA Southeast Regional Climate 
Hub from North Carolina spoke during 
a Southern Group of State Foresters 
Forest Management Committee 
meeting on how to prepare and adapt to 
climate changes.  He pointed out some 
indicators that land managers should 
be aware of and plan for.  He said the 
number of rainfall events of greater than 
two inches had dramatically increased, 
and the average world temperature 

was the highest ever recorded in 
2015.  He also said the El Niño in 
the Pacific Ocean, with its high water 
temperatures, was the most intense ever.  
The El Niño weather pattern is credited 
with producing the almost constant 
rainfall across the South this year.  And, 
surprisingly, he said the South’s wet 
weather pattern would cease quickly 
this year, and the region would be in 
drought conditions this summer.

Winter Weather Hits SC 
Page 9

Prescribed Burn on Harbison 
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We can recall that about half of the 
state was in drought conditions prior to 
Oct. 3, 2015, when the 1,000-year rain 
event occurred, followed by persistent 
rainfall since.  So, according to Dr. 
McNulty, we as foresters and fire and 
land managers need to be aware of these 
long-term weather predictions and plan 
accordingly.  He said we must adapt 
because the patterns are set to continue. 
So, knowing this, it seems that we need 
to prepare as much as possible and 
make the most of the time between the 
periods of wet and dry and cold and hot 
that will occur.
Regarding the old saying, “Make hay 
while the sun is shining,” we presented 
our 2016-2017 budget proposal to our 
House Ways and Means subcommittee 
last month.  We have been fortunate 
to have had the same subcommittee 
members for several years running 
because they now have a good 
understanding of the Commission’s 
mission and how the agency supports 
the forest industry and the state.  These 
members have been very supportive 
of our budget needs.  We hope the 

subcommittee will add to the funding 
recommended in the governor’s 
executive budget and help the agency 
continue to recover the staffing and 
equipment capacity lost during past 
budget reductions.
We also had a commissioners’ meeting 
last month wherein we updated them 
on agency activities and received their 
input and approval on some business 
items.  Forest Management Chief 
Russell Hubright discussed timber 
and pine straw sales and the agency’s 
Forest Action Plan.  Hamp Holmes, 
our Taylor Nursery manager, attended 
his first commissioners’ meeting and 
presented the seedling production 
and pricing plan for the upcoming 
season.  Director of Administration 
Stephanie Meetze also attended her first 
commissioner’s meeting and reported 
on administrative and legislative 
services.  Communications and Public 
Information Director Doug Wood 
provided a Strategic Plan progress report 
update and showed the Forest Facts 
pocket card, developed in response to 
a commissioners’ request, that can be 
used to quickly and easily inform the 
public of the importance of forestry 
to the state.  Deputy State Forester 
Tom Patton provided information on 
progress toward acquiring a tract of land 
to fill in a section of Manchester State 
Forest.  Our entire team did an excellent 
job of preparing for and conducting the 
meeting. 
On the safety front, I want to share a 
safety incident that occurred at home 
this past weekend.  I was walking 
through a thick forested area and 
showing a nephew some historic sites 
and wildlife activities.  I turned around 

to check on him and walked into a 
twig that hit me in the right eye.  My 
eye was pretty uncomfortable for the 
rest of the day and night.  I visited my 
ophthalmologist the next day, and he 
confirmed a scratched cornea, but no 
long-term damage either to my eye 
or the laser eye surgery I underwent 
several years ago.  So the reminder 
to me from this incident is to always 
wear eye protection and other safety 
equipment when there is a chance of an 
injury from being in the woods, playing 
sports, working with tools, or any other 
activity.
 Please have a safe and productive 
month.
All the best,

Ice coated some areas of the Pee Dee Region Jan. 22, including these pine trees  in  eastern Sumter County.

This issue’s cover features the snow-covered pond at 
State Forester Gene Kodama’s Walnut Bluff property in 
Berkeley County in 2010. 

Several inches of snow fell at the Piedmont Forestry 
Center, and temperatures almost froze the pond.

On the Cover

The agency has created foldable, business card-sized 
“Forestry Facts” cards that SCFC personnel, friends and 
partners can use to promote SC forestry. The cards 
highlight the health, economic impact and other 
distinguishing characteristics of the state’s forestry 
sector. If you would like some of these cards, please 
contact your supervisor or Communications and Public 
Information Director Doug Wood at (803) 968-1576.
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Employee News

Aiken/Barnwell Supervisor Andy Johnson took this 
photo of the Thurmond Dam on the Savannah River 
Jan. 3. The record rainfall forced the US Army Corps of 
Engineers to open the flood gates for only the third 
time in 45 years (1971,1998, and 2016).

Caught ON CAMERA

Piedmont Regional Forester Mike Bozzo took this photo 
at the Piedmont Region office of an American holly tree 
loaded with berries.

New Employees

James  Robins

Upcoming State Holidays:

President’s Day       Monday, Feb. 15

We would like to welcome six new forestry technicians to the 
agency.  

James Robins began his employment Jan. 4 as a forestry 
technician in the Anderson/Oconee sector under Supervisor 
Jarrod Brucke.  James lives in Mountain Rest and was previously 
an equipment operator for the U.S. Forest Service. He also has a 
farm on which he raises cattle and grows crops. 

Jeffrey Kemmerlin started as a forestry technician Jan. 11 
for the Bamberg/Colleton sector. He will be supervised by 
Danny Collins. Jeffrey lives in Ridgeville and graduated from 
Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College with an associate degree 
in  soil science and agribusiness. He also works at Kemmerlin 
Farms where he farms  corn and soybeans. Jeffrey attended the 
Dorchester County Career and Technology Center for four years 
in high school to learn welding. He participated in the Skills 
USA Welding Competition and finished fifth in the state. In his 
spare time he currently welds for Palmetto Hammer and Anvil, 
a small company specializing in ornamental iron fencing and 
ornamental welding located in St. George. 

Stacey Deloach is a new forestry technician for the Allendale/
Hampton sector effective Jan. 11. He will be supervised by 
Terrell Smith. Stacey lives in Hampton where he farms and has 
experience running heavy equipment. 

Barrett Williams is a new forestry technician for the Calhoun/
Orangeburg sector. Barrett started Jan. 11 and will work under 
Supervisor Billy Rutland. Barrett resides in Neeses and attended 
Edisto High School.  He is a member of the Bolentown 
Volunteer Fire Department. Barrett enjoys being outdoors 
hunting, fishing, and mud bogging. 

Phillip Reddick started Jan. 19 as a forestry technician in 
Fairfield/Newberry sector and will be supervised by Bruce 
Ballentine. Phillip lives in Peak and graduated from Lexington 
High School and Abraham Baldwin Agriculture College 
in Georgia. He was a senior engineer for the City of West 
Columbia Fire Department for 19 years. In his spare time, 
he trains Brittany Spaniels. He also enjoys quail hunting and 
fishing.  

Derrick Spivey is the new forestry technician for the Horry/
Marion sector under Supervisor Brandon Craig. Derrick started 
Jan. 19 and lives in Myrtle Beach. He attended Myrtle Beach 
High School. He enjoys hunting and fishing.

Welcome to the agency!

Jeffrey Kemmerlin

Stacey Deloach

Barrett Williams

Phillip Reddick

Derrick Spivey

Wood Magic Dates for 2016

Piedmont Sept. 20-23

Harbison Oct. 10-14

Hobcaw  Nov. 15-18
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PERSONNEL NEWS
Dale Curry has been promoted to Supervisor of the Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens sector effective Jan. 
2.  Dale was previously a Forest Technician and is a veteran of the 82nd Airborne.  He lives in Laurens 
County with his wife, Deneaer, and enjoys living on the lake, hunting, and fishing.
Coastal Region Dispatcher Sharon Toa resigned from her position effective Dec. 21, 2015. She worked 
with the agency 10 years in Walterboro.
Insect & Disease Forestry Technician Vince Cannarella retired from his position Jan. 15. Vince 
worked over 31 years for the agency  in Newberry, the St. George Nursery, and Sumter Area Office 
before joining the I&D staff in Columbia. Vince plans to “work full -time for his wife” and finally get 
around to his “honey-do” list. We wish him the best in retirement!

Dale Curry

The weather was finally suitable to prescribe-burn 
40-acres  on Harbison State Forest off of Geology 
Road Jan. 14. Forest Director Trip Miller conducted 
the understory burn with the assistance of Protection 
Chief Darryl Jones, Equipment Coordinator Doug 
Mills, Assistant Environmental Education Coordinator 
Matt Schnabel, and Urban Coordinator Lowe Sharpe.

Prescribed Burn Conducted on Harbison State Forest
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Piedmont West Unit Conducts Site-Prep Burn

Piedmont West Unit employees  conducted a site-prep burn Jan. 14  on 33 acres in Abbeville County. Conducting the burn were Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens sector Supervisor 
Dale Curry,  Forest Technician Clay Cooper, and  Project Forester Michael McGill (Photos provided by Clay Cooper).

In a letter to Lynches River Unit Forester Kenny Robertson dated Dec. 11 regarding the agency and Forest Technician Mac 
McLeod’s assistance with Kershaw County’s 4H Down on the Farm event: 

I would like to thank you and the members of the SC Forestry Commission for your generous donation of items for the Kershaw 
County 4H Down On The Farm event held on November 18, 2015. Over 200 second grade students participated and learned 
about various aspects of agriculture and how it relates to their food supply and other common items. It is our hope that they will 
take this lesson with them in the future to appreciate farmers and be good stewards of the land.
Your continued support of Clemson Extension and 4H is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Deon S. Legette, 4H and Regional Lead 
Clemson Cooperative Extension
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Information
- Doug Wood

Funny Puns

Pasteurize: - Too far to see
I put my Grandma on speed dial.  I call that Instagram.

Batesburg Man Convicted of  Petit Larceny After Stealing Timber

James Corbett, Jr. faces a fine of 
more than 12 times the value of the 
stolen logs.

James Norwood Corbett, Jr., of Batesburg was convicted of petit larceny Friday, Jan. 15 for 
stealing $168.74 of timber the week of Thanksgiving 2015.
A witness observed Corbett cutting and removing wood Nov. 23 from a pile harvested by another 
logging operation, which had left the area temporarily because of wet conditions.
South Carolina Forestry Commission investigators followed the witness’ tip to nearby Hare & 
Sons Shavings and Pallets in Batesburg. They confirmed that the trees brought to the mill by 
Corbett were stolen by matching the distinctive shapes of the heartwood in the delivered logs 
with that of the wood left at the logging site.
Corbett failed to appear in court for his trial and was convicted in absentia. Judge Gary Morgan 
ordered Corbett to pay restitution and sentenced him to serve 30 days in jail or pay a fine of 
$2,130.
REFERENCE: SC CODE OF LAWS SECTION 16-13-30. Petit larceny; grand larceny.

HSF Offering Forestry Merit Badge Workshops for Boy Scouts in 2016
Boy Scouts can now earn their Forestry merit badge in one of two fun, hands-
on, educational five-hour workshops offered in 2016, one each in spring and fall. 
Scouts will explore the remarkable complexity of a forest and identify many species 
of trees and plants and the roles they play in a forest’s life cycle. They will also 
discover some of the resources forests provide to humans and come to understand 
that people have a very large part to play in sustaining the health of forests.
The dates of the workshops for scouts are April 23 and Sept. 24. They will be held 
at the Harbison State Forest Environmental Education Center from noon - 5 p.m. 
on both days.
For more information, contact Environmental Education Assistant Coordinator 
Matt Schnabel at (803) 896-8892 or visit: http://www.state.sc.us/forest/
boyscoutmerit.pdf.

Forestry Commission Earns 2nd Straight SEO Award for Energy Reduction Efforts
The Forestry Commission was one of several agencies to receive an Energy 
Reduction Milestone Achievement Award from the State Energy Office (SEO) in 
January for meeting a 20 percent energy-use reduction target. This is the second 
year in a row the agency has earned this recognition. State law requires affected 
public entities to develop energy conservation plans and work to reduce their 
energy consumption by 20 percent by 2020, as compared to 2000 levels.

Boy scouts will learn of the importance of forests.

The Energy Reduction Milestone Achievement 
Award recognized the agency for meeting a 20 
percent energy-use reduction target.

http://www.state.sc.us/forest/boyscoutmerit.pdf
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/boyscoutmerit.pdf
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The Forestry Commission held a 
Certified Prescribed Fire Manager 
(CPFM) class Jan. 12 at the Columbia 
headquarters. Thirty-seven people 
attended the training.
CPFM certification can reduce the 
liability for those conducting outdoor 
burning. This one-day course teaches 
managers how to plan prescribed burns 
that comply with South Carolina 
Smoke Management Guidelines.  
These regulations are mandatory for 
all forestry, wildlife and agricultural 
burning in South Carolina.  
The course was taught by Protection 
Chief Darryl Jones and Assistant Law 
Enforcement Chief Jonathan Calore.
The next CPFM classes will be 
scheduled in the fall.

CPFM Class Held in Columbia

Ease of
Species Heat Splitting Smoke Sparks Coals Fragrance Overall
Ash, Green 100m Easy Low Few Good Slight Excellent
Ash, White 121m Medium Low Few Good Slight Excellent
Birch 104m Medium Medium Few Good Slight Fair
Boxelder 92m Difficult Medium Few Poor Slight Fair
Cedar, Red N/A Easy Low Many Poor Slight Fair
Cherry 102m Easy Low Few Excellent Excellent Good
Cottonwood 79m Easy Medium Few Good Slight Fair
Dogwood N/A Difficult N/A Few Fair N/A Fair
Douglas-fir 103m Easy High Few Fair Slight Good
Elm, American 100m Difficult Medium Few Excellent Good Fair
Hackberry 106m Easy Low Few Good Slight Good
Hemlock N/A Easy N/A Many Poor Good Poor
Maple, Other 128m Easy Low Few Excellent Good Excellent
Mulberry 129m Easy Medium Many Excellent Good Excellent
Oak, Red 123m Medium Low Few Excellent Good Excellent
Oak, White 146m Medium Low Few Excellent Good Excellent
Redcedar, Eastern 91m Medium Medium Many Poor Excellent Fair
Sycamore 98m Difficult Medium Few Good Slight Good
Walnut, Black 111m Easy Low Few Good Good Excellent
Willow 88m Easy Low Few Poor  Slight Poor

Firewood Characteristics of Common Species

Excerpted from Utah State University Extension, Forestry           https://forestry.usu.edu/htm/forest-products/wood-heating

Assistant Law 
Enforcement Chief 
Jonathan Calore  
presents the laws 
and liabilities 
during the CPFM 
class.

https://forestry.usu.edu/htm/forest-products/wood
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Piedmont Regional Forester Mike Bozzo has been named 2017 chair-elect for the South Carolina 
Division of the Appalachian Society of American Foresters (APSAF) and was recently honored with the 
South Carolina Division Merit Award.  
This is the highest award given by the SC Division. The award was presented by 2015 SC Chair George 
Chastain.  George said it was awarded “for Mike’s extraordinary leadership in the organization and 
management as the Arrangements Chair for the 2015 APSAF Winter Meeting, which was held last 
January in Columbia.”   
Corbin Johnson, 2015 Central Carolina Chapter Chair, personally thanked Mike for “his constant 
involvement with the chapter and backing down to no tasks when they came up.”  Congratulations 
Mike!

Bozzo Elected SC SAF Chair-Elect, Receives Merit Award

Piedmont Regional  Forester 
Mike Bozzo

Waste Pesticide Disposal Collection Dates & Locations Set
Waste Pesticide Disposal Program dates and locations are set for February 2016. The South Carolina Department of 
Agriculture (SCDA) is offering several opportunities to safely dispose of outdated, unusable or unwanted pesticides.
The pesticide and chemical program is open to all private, commercial and non-commercial pesticide applicators in the state, 
as well as homeowners. SCDA staff will be on site to monitor pesticide collection and disposal, and will have final authority on 
acceptance of products.

•	 Chemical and pesticide quantities accepted will be limited to 2500 pounds of solid and 300 gallons of liquid at no 
charge.

•	 Pesticide products accepted include herbicides, insecticides, nematicides, fungicides and similar products used in 
agricultural production or around the home.

•	 Rinsate will not be accepted.
•	 Fertilizer will not be accepted unless it is combined or co-packed with a pesticide such as weed and feed.
•	 No compressed gas cylinders (metal cylinder with a valve) or empty pesticide containers will be collected.

Collection Dates and Locations:
Feb. 10, 2016 – Orangeburg County
Mixon Seed Co., Inc
1438 Joe S Jeffords Hwy
Orangeburg, SC 29115
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Additional statewide collection dates for 2016 will follow. For more information contact SCDA’s John Stokes at (803) 737-
9696 or jstokes@scdca.sc.gov or Ken Webb with ECOFLO, Inc., the company handling the disposal, at (336) 617-2733 or 
kwebb@ecoflo.com.

Feb. 11, 2016 – Dillon County
Southern States Cooperative
1340 Harllees Bridge Road
Little Rock, SC 29567
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

mailto:jstokes@scdca.sc.gov
mailto:kwebb@ecoflo.com
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South Carolina’s first winter storm of 
the season hit almost a month after the 
state reached record high temperatures 
in December, the warmest in more than 
a century. South Carolina fared well as 
the large winter storm crippled much of 
the East coast. 
Midlands counties received cold 
rain, sleet and freezing rain Jan. 22, 
while Rock Hill, Greenville and other 
upstate areas received plenty of snow 
and ice. By midday, ice and snow were 
coating parts of the upstate. Classes 
were canceled at many schools and 
universities, and power outages were 
reported, mostly in counties north and 
west of Columbia.
With heavy clouds and temperatures 
ranging from 27 to 33 degrees, 
conditions were ideal for snow in the 
hilly Piedmont region stretching from 
Charlotte to the Georgia border near 
Anderson. By noon, “significant snow 
coverage’’ had blanketed the mountains 
of Oconee County according the SC 
Department of Transportation. Snow 
and ice also were covering roads and 
bridges in Pickens, Spartanburg, York, 
Chester, and Lancaster counties. The 
Pee Dee was covered with ice.
Most of the state received a dusting 
of snow overnight Friday and into 
Saturday morning, with some of the 
snow melting by the afternoon when 
temperatures rose to near 40 degrees. 
Overnight temperatures Saturday 
dropped into the 20s, creating black ice 
when wet spots on roads and bridges 
froze, making driving treacherous. 
Three people died in South Carolina as 
a result of the winter storm.

Winter Weather Hits South Carolina Jan. 22-23

A blanket of ice covered pine stands in the Pee Dee 
region.

The snow-covered road to the Piedmont Forestry 
Center was beautiful, yet treacherous. (Photo provided 
by Judi Blessing)

Dark clouds loomed over the Piedmont Forestry Center 
before bringing more winter precipitation. (Photo 
provided by Judi Blessing)

Spartanburg/Union sector Forest Technician Andy 
Howard sent in this photo of his unit covered in six 
inches of snow in northern Spartanburg County.

Pee Dee Communications Manager Donald Bryant 
took this photo of Corbin Tower, four days after the 
storm in Greenville County.

Greenville/Pickens sector Forest Technician Isaac Case took this photo of his snow-covered unit near Currahee 
Mountain Jan. 23. in Pickens County.
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Dug or rototilled 
area

Sloping
sides

2-5 times diameter
of root ball

Firm subsoil to prevent settling

Knowing what to look for in selecting trees at the nursery will give you trees 
that have the best possible chance to survive and grow. And planting, done with 
care and some knowledge of trees and their needs, will help your trees grow more 
rapidly and live at least twice as long as improperly planted trees. Here are a few 
essentials to be aware of: 

Published by

100 Arbor Avenue • Nebraska City, NE 68410

from the

How to Select & Plant a Tree

Selecting Your Tree

Planting Your Tree

Trees are for a lifetime, so it pays to 
spend time now making sure that you get 
the best. Start by defining a purpose for 
your new tree (shade, privacy, aesthetics, 
windbreak, etc.). Identify the limitations 
of the site where you will be planting 

(overhead wires, confined root zone, dry 
climate, clay soil, etc.). Select a species to 
plant that is best suited for the conditions 
you have identified. Finally, examine the 
trees carefully before you buy, and buy  
for quality.

Look for these physical 
characteristics in your trees:

BARE-ROOT SEEDLINGS

• Roots should be moist 
and fibrous.

• Deciduous seedlings 
should have roots 
about equal to the stem 
length.

CONTAINERIZED

• Soil plug should be 
moist and firm.

• Avoid tall, spindly 
tops. Well-developed 
roots are more  
important.

BARE-ROOT SEEDLINGS

LARGER TREES

In light or sandy soil, a planting bar or narrow shovel makes 
the job fast and easy. Remember to keep the roots from drying 
out. After creating a hole with the bar, place the seedling, 
insert the bar a few inches away and push to close up the soil.

Dig a hole 2 to 5 times 
the diameter of the root 
ball, and loosen the soil 
to help roots grow. After 
placing the tree, remove 
wires or mesh and refill 
the hole so the tree’s 
base is at ground level.

Following Up After Planting
Watering – is the key to tree survival. It should be used 

when filling the planting hole to eliminate large air cavities, 
firm the soil around fine roots, and make nourishment avail-
able to the tree. Water deeply around your tree once a week 
during dry spells.

Pruning – generally, it’s best not to prune after planting, 
except for dead or broken branches.

Fertilizing – to avoid root burn, don’t fertilize shade trees 
until the late spring of the second year after planting.

Mulching – mulch is a young tree’s best friend, placed 2 to 
4 inches deep on the soil around the tree, but not touching  
the trunk.  

BALLED & BURLAPPED

• Root ball should be firm 
to the touch, especially 
near the trunk.

• Root ball should be  
adequate for the tree’s 
size. 

POTTED

• Pot should not contain 
large, circling roots.

• Pruned roots cut cleanly, 
none wider than a finger. 

• Soil and roots joined tightly.

The above summary is taken from Tree City USA Bulletin #19.  More copies of the TC USA bulletins can be ordered from the Arbor Day Foundation at: 100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska 
City, NE  68410 or online at: www.arborday.org.

www.arborday.org
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Manchester State Forest Gives Belser Retirement Luncheon

American Forests Partners with Verizon, NFL to Make Super Bowl 50 “Green”
American Forests announced a partnership with the National Football League (NFL), the Super Bowl 50 Host Committee and 
Verizon to plant trees on behalf of Super Bowl 50. The partnership goes beyond the big game Feb. 7 as they will plant 28,500 
trees as part of the Chips Forest Restoration project in Lassen National Forest, where Verizon has committed to planting 21,000 
trees — enough to restore a forest equivalent to the footprint of Levi’s Stadium, the Super Bowl 50 venue — and the NFL also 
added an additional 7,500 trees.
The Chips Forest Restoration Project seeks to restore a large portion of the Sierra Nevada mountain range, which was severely 
damaged by a fire in 2012. The fire raged on for more than a month and destroyed more than 75,000 acres along the mountain 
range. By planting a mixture of conifers in the area, vegetation species diversity will be improved, which will consequently 
improve watershed and soil conditions and aid in carbon sequestration. The importance of healthy California watersheds 
cannot be stressed enough — the upper watersheds of Lassen National Forest flow into streams that support the federally-listed 
threatened species Chinook salmon and steelhead trout. The same watersheds ultimately flow into the Sacramento River and 
San Francisco Bay Delta Watershed, which is the primary source of drinking water for 25 million California residents.
In addition, as part of a wider effort to illustrate their dedication to the welfare of our environment, the NFL, the Super Bowl 
50 Host Committee and Verizon have teamed up to develop a series of initiatives, including their Urban Forestry Project. They 
intend for these initiatives to reduce the environmental impacts of this year’s Super Bowl activities in order to create a “green 
legacy” for the San Francisco Bay Area and to offset emissions both created by travel-related pollution and when renewable 
power is not feasible during the Super Bowl.

For the full article, visit: https://www.americanforests.org/blog/american-forests-partners-with-verizon-nfl-to-make-super-bowl-50-green/

Manchester State Forest (MSF) 
Director Harvey Belser retired  Dec. 
31.  Manchester State Forest staff 
held a small steak luncheon Dec. 9 at 
the Manchester Shop to celebrate his 
retirement after more than 20 years 
with the agency.
We wish Harvey the best in 
retirement! He will be missed.

Attendees enjoyed a steak dinner and  fellowship at the MSF shop. From left to right, Linda Mungia, Ken McGinnis, 
Mike Shealy, Derek Fogle, James Douglas, and John Skelly.

Harvey shares a laugh with his wife Myrna, friends Lionel Stukes and John Skelly, and Assistant Director James 
Douglas.

MSF  Forest Director Harvey Belser retired at the end 
of 2015.

https://www.americanforests.org/blog/american


February 2016 12

Service Awards for january
Employee’s Name  Position   Location   State Service 
Linda Mungia   Administrative Assistant  Manchester State Forest  33 years
Mike Ney   Regional Forester  Pee Dee Region   20 years
Jimmy Smith   Equipment Operator  Sand Hills State Forest  20 years

Service Awards for February
Employee’s Name   Position   Location   State Service  
Charlotte Grant   Administrative Assistant  Coastal Region   10 years

TREE JOKES
What is a triangle palm’s favorite school subject?
Treegonometree.
What is every single tree’s least favorite month?
SepTIMMMBERRR!
What must trees drink responsibly?
Root beer.

Andy Rooney’s “Things I’ve Learned” 
If you will take the time to read these. I promise you’ll come away with an enlightened perspective. The subjects covered affect 
us all on a daily basis: They’re written by the late Andy Rooney (60 Minutes), a man who had the gift of saying so much with 
so few words. Enjoy...
I’ve learned .... That opportunities are never lost; someone will take the ones you miss.  
I’ve learned .... That when you harbor bitterness, happiness will dock elsewhere.  
I’ve learned .... That I wish I could have told my Mom that I love her one more time before she passed away. 
I’ve learned .... That one should keep his words both soft and tender, because tomorrow he may have to eat them.   

Pee Dee Regional Forester Mike Ney receives 
his 20-year service certificate and pin from 
State Forester Gene Kodama at the January 
staff meeting in Columbia Jan. 26.
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David Poston

Forestry Technician David Poston stands by his sawmill (above) and shows off some “facial” birdhouses (right).

Two things Cherokee/Chester/York 
sector Forest Technician David Poston 
lives for are fighting wildfires and 
woodworking. 
Poston has been with the Forestry 
Commission for more than 29 years. 
When he’s not fulfilling his duties as a 
forest technician, he runs a sawmill in 
Rock Hill, although he calls his work 
there a “hobby.”
“The sawmill business is not a job,” 
he said. “I can turn the sawmill off 

whenever I want to. I just love building 
things.”
As a forest technician, Poston’s primary 
duty is the suppression of wildfires. 
Forest technicians are usually the first 
to arrive at the scene of a fire and have 
several other job duties, including 
firebreak plowing for landowners and 
assisting with reforestation programs.
Poston never dreamed of fighting 
wildfires when he was growing up. In 
fact, he studied physical education and 

music at Winthrop University before 
choosing to work on the family farm 
with his father in Rock Hill. A few years 
later former York County Ranger John 
Branch reached out to him about a job 
opening with the Forestry Commission.
“I went to school with (Branch’s) son 
and had known him for years,” Poston 
said. “I was 30 years old and told him 
I’ll give fighting fires a try, and I liked 
it. To this day I still like fighting fires. I 
just like being outdoors in the woods. It 
doesn’t matter what I’m doing as long as 
I’m out there.”
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Branch not only played a big role in 
Poston becoming a forest technician, 
but he also urged him to get into the 
sawmill business.
“When John retired, he had a sawmill, 
and his health was declining,” Poston 
said. “He kept telling me I better get a 
sawmill. I finally ordered a brand new 
one about a year before John passed 
away, and he got to come see it and was 
tickled to death. Ever since then I’ve 
been in the lumber business.”
Poston spends most of his time at the 
sawmill cutting lumber and building a 
wide variety of wooden creations that 
have customers coming back for more. 

Benches, mantles, birdhouses resembling 
pirates and animals and a replica of an 
outhouse are just a few things you can 
see when glancing around his work area.
While all of the things Poston builds are 
special to him, one stands out among 
the rest – a birdhouse replica of the Billy 
Graham Library. 
“It’s built out of black walnut,” Poston 
said. “I’ve had so many people try to 
buy it, and I won’t sell it. I loved making 
it, and it just so happens that the day I 
finished that birdhouse Billy Graham’s 
wife passed away. (WSOC TV) Channel 
9 came out and did a story about it.”
Poston’s family is very close-knit. He 
and his wife, Julie, and son, Paul, 
13, live just a short distance from his 
sawmill. Poston said his son loves to 
hunt. His father, Paul, and brother, 
Dale, also live close by. At 89, Poston’s 
father still works on the farm, growing 
tomatoes, corn, okra, peas, green beans, 
watermelons, cantaloupe and gourds.
“People come out here and pick what 
they want and put their money in the 
honor jug,” Poston said. “He rides 

around on his Kubota and just 
loves talking to people. 

That’s what keeps him 
going.”
When he is not 
spending time with 
family, at the sawmill 
or fighting wildfires, 
Poston enjoys deer 

and rabbit hunting. Fishing was once 
on his list of favorite hobbies, but as 
time passed his love for wetting a line 
disappeared for one reason.
“I’ve got a bass boat, and I used to like 
to go out and fish,” Poston said. “But 
when I got out on the water, all I could 
think about were the things that need to 
be done. When I was younger, I didn’t 
give a hoot. I’d fish night tournaments. 
As you get older, things change. Now 
I just can’t sit there and wait on fish 
anymore.”

David is currently working on this outhouse for a 
customer.

One of the many benches David makes and sells.

David built this country barn birdhouse for the 2008 Southern Group of State 
Foresters’ Conference’s silent auction.

David created this Bass Pro Shop birdhouse and put it on Ebay. A man in Connecticut who works 
for Bass Pro bought it.
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Important Insurance Reminder - Employee Information Changes
It is important that addresses be up to date to ensure that insurance subscribers receive explanations of benefits and other 
important information, including Form 1095.   Employees should access MyBenefits to make sure address information 
is correct, especially if you have moved or plan to move soon.   For those employees who cannot access MyBenefits, 
please complete the Universal Name/Address Change Form and forward this document to the Human Resources Office.  
Administrative liaisons or this office can provide a copy of this form to employees.
Employees will receive a Form 1095 showing the that he/she has “minimum essential” health insurance coverage, as required 
by the Affordable Care Act (ACA).  The deadline for employers to issue the Form 1095 has been extended to March 31, 2016.  
Like last tax filing season, most employees will simply check a box on their tax return indicating that they had health coverage 
for the entire year. The Form 1095 provides individuals with a record of their health coverage but does not need to be attached 
to the tax return.

State ORP Open Enrollment Began Jan. 1
Annual open enrollment for the State Optional Retirement Program (State ORP) began 
Jan. 1 and continues to March 1, 2016. During annual open enrollment, all State ORP participants have the option to 
change investment providers. State ORP participants between one and five years of State ORP participation may also make an 
irrevocable switch to the South Carolina Retirement System (SCRS) during annual open enrollment. More information on 
annual open enrollment may be found online at : http://www.peba.sc.gov/sorpopenenrollment.html.
Please contact Allison Talbot, Benefits Administrator, for assistance (803) 896-7059.

New South Carolina Public Employee Benefit Authority (PEBA) Website 
PEBA  launched a new website, www.peba.sc.gov, Jan. 1. The new site combined the insurance website (www.eip.sc.gov) and 
retirement website (www.retirement.sc.gov) into one consolidated agency site.  Now, members and employers have easy access 
to all their benefits information on one site. The new site offers detailed information about insurance benefits and retirement 
plans, links to helpful resources and access to third-party vendor websites. It also includes a consolidated calendar of events, 
training and seminars.  Members have access to their individual information via MyBenefits for insurance information and 
Member Access for retirement information. There are quick links on the homepage of the new site. 

New State Health ID Cards Arriving to Employees 
In addition to an ID card for Express Scripts, the State Health Plan’s new pharmacy benefit manager, subscribers will receive 
a new State Health Plan (SHP) ID card.   The new card is similar to the old one except that it includes PEBA’s new logo and 
doesn’t list a “Pharmacy” telephone number on the back. The number for Express Scripts Customer Service, (855) 612-3128, 
is on the prescription drug ID card.  There is sticker on the SHP card that gives subscribers a number to call to allow them sign 
up to receive text messages with wellness reminders and links that will help them take advantage of their health benefits.
If you did not receive your new card or have any questions, please contact Allison Talbot at (803) 896-7059 or atalbot@scfc.
gov.  

It’s February – time to love your heart!
February is American Heart Month so show your heart some love by checking your blood pressure. Regular blood pressure 
checks are one very easy way to “listen” to what your heart is telling you about the state of your heart health. If your pressure is 
too high, ask your health care provider for advice.
Remember that high blood pressure, also known as hypertension, can be a silent, symptomless killer. One in three American 
adults is living with hypertension and 20 percent are completely unaware of their risk!  The good news is that exercise, good 
nutrition, regular cholesterol checks and regular blood pressure checks can help you reduce your risks for heart disease. If you’re 
struggling with high blood pressure, learn more about your heart health – and get information on heart‐related screenings – 
by visiting www.StateSC.SouthCarolinaBlues.com. Click on Health & Wellness, then Live Healthy, then check out the Live 
Healthy Archives. Plus, as a State Health Plan member, you can also get on‐the‐go health information sent to your mobile 
phone through Member Messaging by dialing (844) 284-5417.

Human Resources
- Lynn Rivers

http://www.peba.sc.gov/sorpopenenrollment.html
www.peba.sc.gov
www.eip.sc.gov
www.retirement.sc.gov
mailto:atalbot@scfc.gov
mailto:atalbot@scfc.gov
www.StateSC.SouthCarolinaBlues.com
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CURRENT JOB OPENINGS
JOB TITLE: INTERNAL POSTING - Program Manager I - State Forest Director 
CLOSING DATE: 2/5/2016 11:59 PM   AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MIN: $ $47,092.00 
LOCATION: Sumter County    AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MAX: $ $62,632.00 
 
JOB RESPONSIBILITIES: **INTERNAL POSTING** Serves as the Manchester State Forest Director. Directs the 
planning, preparation, and completion of forest management activities to include forest products sales preparation, 
prescribed burning, tree planting, timber stand improvement, site preparation, and other silvicultural activities. Oversees 
recreational activities on the state forest including trails and the rifle & pistol range. Supervises staff responsible for 
performing forest management and administrative activities. Prepares long range and annual multiple-use management 
plans, preliminary budget estimates, monthly budget analysis, and reports. Responsible for patrolling the forest to prevent 
violations of timber and pinestraw theft, illegal drug activity, littering, vandalism, illegal hunting, arson and other illegal 
activities governed by criminal statutes and/or regulated by the SC Forestry Commission (SCFC). Responds to incident calls 
for forest and private lands involving forestry-related law violations. Assists other SCFC law enforcement officers with special 
enforcement activities. 
 
MINIMUM AND ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:  A bachelor’s degree in forestry from a college or university 
accredited by the Society of American Foresters and three (3) years of forestry experience. Must be a SC Registered Forester. 
Must pass physical fitness test that requires a two (2) mile walk carrying a 25 lb. pack in 30 minutes. Firefighter registration 
with the State Fire Marshal’s Office, criminal records check and drug test is required. Must become a commissioned law 
enforcement officer within one (1) year of employment.

PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS: Supervisory experience. 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: All work history, military service and/or job-related volunteer work must be listed in the 
work experience section to determine if an applicant has met the qualifications for the position.

INTERNAL POSTING – ONLY CURRENT SC FORESTRY COMMISSION EMPLOYEES WILL BE 
CONSIDERED FOR THIS VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT.

HISTORICAL FIRE DATA FOR 
THE MONTH OF JANUARY
YEAR   FIRES       ACRES
1980      97       214.9
1981   2,601²   11,848.3
1982     406     1,428.0
1983     233       647.9
1984     477     1,924.2
1985   2,056    17,161.6
1986     488     1,527.5
1987     196       419.1
1988     288       794.5
1989     771     3,332.5
1990     775     3,763.9
1991      51       286.4
1992     640     3,313.1
1993     241       674.2

1994     528     2,499.8
1995     115       411.3
1996     194       795.0
1997     346     1,771.7
1998      67       336.1
1999     459     2,296.0
2000     290     1,320.1
2001     855     4,821.1
2002     407     2,056.4
2003     277     1,217.2
2004     495     2,622.0
2005     352     1,596.0
2006     231       784.1
2007     119       362.9
2008     180       622.3
2009     118       351.4
2010      94       356.1

2011     248     1,125.0
2012     291     1,673.9
2013     241     1,327.9
2014     253     1,146.4
2015     108       502.0
2016*     26¹       48.7¹
 
10 Year Average  168       751.7

¹Lowest on record for month of January
²Highest on record for month of 
January
Highest acreage burned in month of 
January occurred in 1950 at 43,847.7 
acres (from 1,737 fires)
*as of February 1, 2016
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Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina

Fire Weather Outlook

MONTH AND YEAR TO DATE COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5 AND 10-YEAR AVERAGE
Time Period                JAN                JULY-JAN          FISCAL YEAR
                   Fires    Acres     Fires     Acres     Fires     Acres
5 Year Average      228  1,155.0       877   3,829.5     2,067  13,127.2
10 Year Average    188     825.2       924   3,856.8     2,365  15,971.2
Current FY¹            26*     48.7*      333   1,659.8           333    1,659.8
¹To date for current fiscal year 
*NEW RECORD LOW FOR NUMBER OF FIRES AND ACRES BURNED FOR MONTH OF JANUARY

February
- Significant fire potential is normal 
across the majority of the U.S.
- Below normal significant wildland 
fire potential will persist across most of 
the southeastern U.S. and Puerto Rico.

March through April
- An area of above normal significant 
fire potential will develop across the 
Great Lakes states and into the Ohio 
and Tennessee Valleys.
- Below normal significant wildland fire 
potential will persist across most of the 
Southeastern U.S. and Puerto Rico.
- Significant fire potential is normal 
across the majority of the U.S.

Southern Area: Below normal significant 
wildland fire potential is expected for 
most of the Southern Area during January 
and February. Above normal significant 
wildland fire potential will develop across portions of Kentucky and Tennessee during March and continue through April.
Drought conditions continued to decline as frequent El Niño-fueled rain events moved across the Southern Area. With 
the exception of a few counties in west Texas and Oklahoma, fuel moistures continue to trend above to well above critical 
thresholds. The fine fuels will continue to exhibit weather caused shorter duration (2 to 3 days) drying, and in some limited 
places (mainly West Texas) periods of elevated potential for ignition. But persistent or problematic low fuel moistures across 
the fuel size spectrum are not expected for the majority of the outlook period.
Confidence remains high that the lagging effects of the peaking El Niño episode will continue to produce a broader and higher 
frequency pattern of moderate to locally heavy and longer duration storm activity (rain and occasional winter mix of rain 
and snow) for the Southern Area through the outlook period. We are expecting a switch to a colder-than-average temperature 
pattern during January that would likely last into March which, with some snow and ice events will further limit fire risks.
Fire activity continues to be minimal for the Southern Area with reported initial attack fire numbers trending near the bottom 
of the lowest categories and activity trending downward from last month. In spite of the wetter and colder anomaly outlook, 
there will still be periods in the grassland areas of Oklahoma and Texas where cured fine fuels, in combination with wind and 
post cold frontal dry air, could produce short durations of elevated fire potential.
The current outlook suggests the development of a below average precipitation pattern in the Ohio and Tennessee Valleys late 
in the period. Precipitation deficits have the potential to accumulate and create a pre-greenup fuel environment that could 
create above normal significant wildland fire potential for this area. This could become a concern by late March. Until then 
there are no significant fire potential concerns.
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Photo of the Month

See the tree, how big it’s grown
But friend it hasn’t been too long, it wasn’t big
I laughed at her and she got mad
The first day that she planted it, was just a twig

Song: “Honey”
Artist: Bobby Goldsboro 
Album: Honey  (1968))

Listen:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKAeeGnAYBo

Can you think of a song with 
tree- or forestry-related lyrics? 
Let us know, and we’ll share it 
with everyone.

Retiree Rhett Bickley sent in this photo, taken  from Tiger, Ga., of a small rainbow on Glassy Mountain.

HaPPy NEWS

Please send in your 
photos to Michelle 
Johnson at mjohnson@
scfc.gov.

Quote of the Month

Shared joy is a double 
joy; shared sorrow is half 
a sorrow.

Swedish Proverb

Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda 
Supervisor Stephen Patterson 
and his wife are the proud 
parents of a baby boy named 
James Easton Patterson. He  
was born Jan.7 weighing 
8lbs, 15oz. Mother and 
baby Easton are doing fine. 
Congratulations. Stephen!

Thanks to Lynches River Unit Administrative Assistant Karen McIntosh for 
sending in this song.

Retiree Derriel Champagne passed away Jan. 9. Derriel  was a warden and the 
Allendale County Ranger.
Retired State Forester Leonard Kilian’s wife, Laura Burt Kilian, passed away Jan. 
21 in Wake Forest, N.C. Please remember Leonard during this difficult time.

Sad NEWS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKAeeGnAYBo
mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov
mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov

