
Good day, 

Since the February 11 to 13th winter storm, response to this event has been a top priority for many 
Commission personnel and much of the state’s forestry community.  The storm’s impact was wide 
and long; creating forest damage that is second only to Hurricane Hugo of 1989.  The $360 million 
of immediate direct damage is more than three times the damage from the 2004 ice storm which 
damaged $100 million in timber.  Of course, we also know that indirect damage has not been 
measured, for example lost tree growth, reduced wood product value, road clearing costs, and 
increased potential for insects, disease, and wildfire impact.  The storm is of historic proportions. 

In response to the storm, the Commission issued a 
State Forester Forest Disaster Declaration 
yesterday and announced the damage estimates in 
a press conference in the State House.  
Participation in the conference was outstanding 
including many forestry partners, the SC General 
Assembly, written comments from Governor Haley, 
and forest industry representatives.  Thank you to 
all that attended the conference and our wonderful 
Commission team who supported and arranged the 
press conference.  The comments that I delivered 
during the conference are as follows: 

Good afternoon and thank you for your presence here 
today.  On February 11th  through the 13th, our state 
was hit by a winter storm of historic proportions.  The 
Governor, our General Assembly, our state and federal 
agencies, and the private sector prepared to the best of their ability.  However, the storm’s impact and 
damage was still immense.  Due to the unusual amount of ice accumulation across about half the state, 
damage was extreme, especially to the state’s forests and trees.  So, the Forestry Commission is officially 
declaring a Forest Disaster in accordance with state law.  This Declaration is a call to action that will help the 
Commission and its partners continue to protect and develop the forest resource, the environment, and South 
Carolina jobs.  

Because forestry and forests are such a large part of our state’s economic and environmental engine and its 
quality of life, we have many forestry friends and partners joining us in the disaster declaration.  We have a 
message from our Governor’s office and representation from the General Assembly, other natural resource 
agencies like USDA, NRCS, USFS, Clemson, and DNR, plus private organizations like SC Forestry Association, 
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SC Timber Producers’ Association, Association of Consulting 
Foresters, American Tree Farm, the Foresters’ Council, SC 
Farm Bureau, Palmetto AgriBusiness Council, and partners 
from the forest industry. 

A Forest Disaster Declaration is merited due to the size of 
damage and its impact on landowners, manufacturing, and 
jobs.  Unlike most manufacturing that can order its raw 
material supply from many locations, forest product 
manufacturing is almost entirely reliant on the wood supply 
available within about 50 to 100 miles from the mill site, so 
the state’s trees and the private landowners that own them 
are critical to the industry and those employed there.  Trees 
are also critical to the many individual landowners, 
communities, and cities across the state. 

In this event, damage occurred mainly in a 70 mile wide band 
across the coastal plain from Georgia to North Carolina and 
was concentrated in 24 counties.  

Immediately after the storm, Forestry Commission personnel 
began aerial and ground surveys that incorporated Forest 
Inventory Analysis data to assess the damage.  In total, aerial 
crews flew over 3600 miles of survey lines and ground crews 
tallied data on about 300 plots along with observations 
between plots.  They did an outstanding job of assessing 7.5 
million acres (which is almost half the state) including almost 
4 million acres of forestland and preparing a damage estimate 
in just over two weeks.  We greatly appreciate their 
phenomenal around-the-clock work.   

The assessment showed that 1.5 million acres of forests have 
sustained light to heavy damage.  Total immediate direct 
damage exceeds $360 million, almost four times the damage 
from the 2004 ice storm that followed approximately the same 
path. To put the damage in perspective, $360 million is roughly equivalent to the value of all the trees typically 
harvested across the state in an entire year.  Thus, the storm damaged a year’s worth of tree harvesting in 
one day.   Only Hurricane Hugo in 1989 would have had a greater forestry impact. This damage will result in 
the need to replant about 30,000 additional acres, which is a third more than the acres planted in a normal 
year in South Carolina. 

These numbers are huge and are a significant impact on the wood supply needed by the forest industry, but to 
individual landowners the impact can be life changing by taking away college tuition, health care funds, or 
annual income.   To the overall industry, the damage will disrupt the manufacturing wood supply chain 
creating an oversupply of wood in the near-term and reducing future wood supply in the mid-term.   
Fortunately, our forests are resilient and incredibly productive so that trees can be replanted and begin 
commercial timber production within 12 to 15 years to fulfill long-term wood demand. 

Though our forests have endured Hurricane Hugo, major pine beetle epidemics, and ice storms during the past 
25 years, the state now has more wood than ever recorded.  The forests can continue to break wood 
production records in the future with active harvesting and replanting.  And, as we know, more trees mean 
more jobs.   

So, in summary, aggressive salvage harvesting and active tree planting is now what is needed to rebound 
from the ice damage and continue to retain and grow the forests and forestry in South Carolina.   That is 
exactly what the Forest Disaster Declaration is designed to do.  The Forestry Commission looks forward to 
working with all its partners to protect and develop the wonderful forest resource we have in South Carolina. 

Best regards, 

Gene  

(Continued from page 1) 

SC Forestry Association President Cam Crawford 
comments on the storm damage. 

Senator Chip Campsen from Charleston 
County speaks about the storm damage. 
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Senator Yancey McGill from Williamsburg 

Harry Ott, State Director for the USDA SC Farm Services Agency  

State Forester Gene Kodama 

You can’t stay in your corner of the forest waiting for others to come to you. You have 
to go to them sometimes.   
A.A. Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh  

Quote of the Week 

Senator Paul Campbell from Berkeley County 
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The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting applications for assistance through the Emergency Forest 
Restoration Program (EFRP) now.  Although funding is not yet approved, landowners need to begin the 
process now by contacting their county FSA office. 

To be eligible for assistance, landowners must sign up with FSA and obtain advice from a registered 
forester who will confirm the damage and need for reforestation.   Landowners are strongly encouraged 
to obtain registered forester advice before beginning salvage of damaged timber or planning 
reforestation activities to increase the likelihood of receiving funding assistance and having a successful 
salvage and replanting process. 

Landowners are encouraged to sign up with FSA quickly, as there is a limited period of eligibility and 
funding.  The Farm Service Agency Emergency Forest Restoration Program web page has more 
information about the program and eligibility:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?
area=home&subject=diap&topic=efrp   

Some landowners may qualify for additional programs which can help with recovery from ice damage. 

The local FSA office can assist landowners with filling out the required FSA-848 form, getting any 
information necessary, and referral to the local SC Forestry Commission office if a forest management 
plan is needed.  It is helpful for landowners who are not already enrolled with FSA to bring a property 
deed, plat map, and forest management plan if available.    

Farm Service Agency local offices can be located by selecting your county on the map at http://
offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=sc&agency=fsa or by calling the state FSA office at 
803-806-3830. 

Steps for Landowners: 

1. Contact the local SC Forestry Commission office (www.trees.sc.gov/sc.htm) or a registered 
forester (which could be your consulting forester if you have one) to assess damage and determine 
forest management options.  

2. Before beginning salvage or reforestation, contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) to determine 
eligibility for the Emergency Forest Restoration Program.  Important – if you have damaged forest 
land enrolled in the CRP program you must contact FSA before conducting any timber salvage 
harvesting! 

3. Use qualified forestry professionals to carry out any needed forestry work on your property. 

For more information and tree survival information, go to our website: http://www. trees.sc.gov. 

In areas where storm damage occurred, we can expect 
more intense fire behavior as the downed material 
cures. Firefighters, landowners, and homeowners need 
to be aware of the higher fuel loads and take extra 
precautions to ensure that storm damaged timber is 
considered when debris burns, prescribed burns, and 
wildfires occur.  

FOREST MANAGEMENT—Russell Hubright 
Emergency Assistance for Landowners with Ice-Damaged Timber 

FIRE—Darryl Jones 
WILDFIRE CONCERNS AFTER WINTER STORM 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=efrp�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=efrp�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=efrp�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=efrp�
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=sc&agency=fsa�
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=sc&agency=fsa�
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=sc&agency=fsa�
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=sc&agency=fsa�


Page 6 Tree Country SC March 5 , 2014 

Congratulations to the 62 individuals that volunteered to take the arduous level work capacity test that 
we administered over the last 2 weeks. This test requires a person to walk 3 miles while carrying a 45 lb. 
pack in 45 minutes or less. Completion makes them eligible for wildland fire duty that requires a red 
card. Thirty-four SC Forestry Commission employees and 28 cooperators (from DNR, PRT, and local fire 
department personnel) passed the test.  Agency employees completing it are: 

 

Piedmont Employees 
Mike Bozzo 
Blair Long 
Jeff Riggins 
Michael Weeks 
Jon Barker 
Jarrod Brucke 
Ronnie Patterson 
Isaac Case 
Robert Jones 
Clay Cooper 
Sam St. Louis 
Trey Cox 
Jeremy Gantt 
Michael McGill 
Holly Welch 

Columbia Employees 
David Owen 
Russell Hubright 
Herb Nicholson 

  

Pee Dee Employees 
Eric West 
Ron Holt 
Justin Smith 
Drake Carroll 

Coastal Employee 
Gray Vallentine 

State Forests Employees 
Scott Danskin 
James Douglas 
Clay Howard 
Brian Davis 
Roosevelt Seegars 
Cody Watts 
James Miller 
Stephanie Kolok 
Allen Rabon 
Tim Hunt 

FIA Employee 
Michael Broom 

TRAINING & SAFETY—Leslie Woodham 
Arduous Physical Fitness Tests 

One walk was held at School for the Deaf 
and Blind in Spartanburg.  

The moderate level physical fitness walks have been scheduled. Any fireline employee (or those wanting 
to become fireline qualified) will need to participate in one of the following walks.  

Those that just passed the arduous level walk, turned in a medical exemption, or that walked within the 
past 3 months to be hired do not need to walk. All employees must be medically cleared before walking. 
All walks begin at 9:00am. 

March 10 Greenwood 
March 12 Kingstree 
March 17 Florence 
March 18 Hartsville   
March 19  Camden  
March 20 Walterboro 
March 21 Barnwell 
March 26  Spartanburg 
March 27 Newberry 

April 1 Moncks Corner 
April 2  Orangeburg 
April 4 Columbia 

TRAINING & SAFETY—Leslie Woodham 
Upcoming Fitness Walks 
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State Forester Gene Kodama Appointed to USDA Forest Research Advisory 
Council  

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced the appointment of nine 
new members and two reappointed members to the Forestry Research Advisory 
Council (FRAC). 

The council's many responsibilities include providing advice to Secretary Vilsack on 
national and regional research planning projects and on coordination of forestry 
research within federal and state agencies, forestry schools and forest industries. 
In addition, the council provides advice to the U.S. Forest Service's Research and 
Development program—the world's largest forestry-research organization.  

FRAC is composed of 20 members representing a broad range of groups interested 
in forestry research, including industry, state and federal agencies, academic institutions and non-
governmental organizations. The council is chaired by Cassandra Moseley, director of the Ecosystem 
Workforce Program for the Institute for a Sustainable Environment in Eugene, Ore. 

Nominations for new members were reviewed by both the National Institute of Food and Agriculture and 
the Forest Service. The new and reappointed members and their affiliations are as follows: 

Reappointed members:   

•Cassandra Moseley, director, Ecosystem Workforce Program, Institute for a Sustainable 
Environment, Eugene, Ore. 
•Charles (Buck) Vandersteen, executive director, Louisiana Forestry Association, Alexandria, La. 

Newly appointed members:   

•Nicole Cavender, vice president of Science and Conservation, The Morton Arboretum, Lisle, Ill.    
•Kevin Cheung, chief engineer, Western Wood Products Association, Portland, Ore. 
•Myron Floyd, professor and director of Graduate Programs, Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism Management, College of Natural Resources, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, N.C. 
•Shibu Jose, professor and director of Department of Forestry/Center for Agroforestry, School of 
Natural Resources/College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources, University of Missouri, 
Columbia, Mo. 
•Henry (Gene) Kodama, state forester, South Carolina Forestry Commission, Columbia, S.C. 
•Adrian Leighton, co-chair, Intertribal Timber Council Research Subcommittee, Pablo, Mont. 
•Eric Norland, USDA National Program Leader, Forest Resource Management, National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture, Institute of Bioenergy, Climate and Environment, Washington, D.C. 
•Shannon Ramsey, founding president and CEO, Trees Forever, Inc., Marion, Iowa 
•Ronald Reed, cultural biologist, Karuk Tribe, Orleans, Calif.  

State Forester Gene Kodama responds: “My appointment to the USDA Forest Research Advisory 
Council supports our interest in retaining and strengthening forestry in South Carolina and in 
the US.   A robust forest industry is critical to our economy and our environment, from the 
hundreds of thousands of forest landowners in the state to the nearly 100,000 citizens 
employed in the industry.  The appointment also meshes well with my chairmanship of the 
National Association of State Foresters Forest Markets Committee which has a goal of 
improving domestic and international markets for US forest products.  I look forward to 
actively participating on the Council.” 

REMEMBER: Set your clock forward one hour at 2:00am on Sunday 
morning (March 9) for Daylight Saving Time. 
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New Employee 

Tyler S. Greiner is the new project forester in the Edisto Unit. Tyler started on 
February 3rd in the Hampton office doing management assistance for Hampton, Jasper, 
and Beaufort Counties.  He has a MFR in Forest Management from Clemson and a BA in 
Business Economics from Wofford. Tyler and his wife Megan live in Walterboro.  Tyler 
enjoys traveling and the Rocky Mountains. Welcome Tyler! 

It’s Not Spring Yet 

After the recent winter storms, most South Carolinians 
are ready for spring, or rather summer. What does the 
Weather Channel predict for the month of March? 

Just think of the cold temperatures we’ve had in July 
when it is so hot and humid. 

 

YEAR    FIRES      ACRES 

1976    3,178²  17,826.7 
1977    2,771   12,551.4 
1978      997    3,635.4 

1979      735    2,938.7 

1980    1,284    6,670.0 
1981    2,711   22,342.0 

1982      583    3,462.6 
1983      202      688.4 

1984    1,218    4,778.0 

1985    1,245    7,256.6 
1986      506    1,840.6 

1987      430    2,013.4 
1988    1,523   10,283.9 

1989    1,225    8,321.5 

1990      520    2,287.5 
1991      717    4,232.7 

1992    1,162    7,528.5 
1993      474    2,311.7 

1994      787    5,805.2 

1995      341    1,569.8 

1996    1,077    7,341.7 
1997      260      907.6 

1998      157      756.2 
1999      877    5,522.0 

2000      678    3,422.4 

2001      638    3,209.2 
2002    1,250   13,934.1 

2003      207    1,007.9 
2004      252    1,316.0 

2005      302    1,851.0 

2006      241    1,138.9 
2007      425    2,228.9 

2008      449    4,193.3 
2009      545    3,645.0 

2010      129¹     418.7¹ 

2011      793    5,207.3 
2012      355    4,085.3 

2013      158      745.0 
2014*     186      852.4 

10 Yr Avg 358    2,437.4 

 
¹Lowest on record for month of 
February 
²Highest on record for month of 
February 
*as of March 3, 2014 
 

Highest acreage burned in month 
of February was in 1947 at 
119,167.1 acres by 2,418 fires.  
This was also the most acreage 
burned in a single month on record. 

HISTORICAL FIRE DATA FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 
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ISA Conference  
Submitted by Jimmy Walters 
Lois Edwards, Dena Jacob Honored by ISA’s Southern Chapter 
Lois Edwards and Dena Jacob were recognized with awards at the closing banquet of the Southern 
Chapter, ISA’s annual conference.  The conference was held February 15-18 at the Myrtle Beach 
Convention Center.   

Dena was given the President’s Award for her outstanding work as 
Co-chair of the Educational Program Committee.  She and SCFC 
retiree Jimmy Walters co-chaired the committee, with 
responsibilities for designing the program, obtaining presenters, 
arranging for their transportation, housing and expenses, and 
coordinating the actual educational sessions.  Dena’s 
administrative skills were displayed through her people skills, 
tenacity and attention to detail.  When one key speaker dropped 
out at the last minute, Dena was able to locate and make 
arrangements for a top-notch substitute.   

Lois was given the Achievement Award for her many contributions 
to the Southern Chapter through the years.  Lois was overall chair 
of the 1999 meeting in Charleston, and has served two terms as a 
Board Member, Chapter Vice President, President Elect and 
Chapter President.  Lois is also a proctor for the Certified Arborist 
Exam and has proctored many exams in the state. 

SCFC Urban and Community Forestry Coordinator Lowe Sharpe 
also served on the Program Committee with Dena and Jimmy, and 
Frances Waite served as Site Coordinator.  Forest Health 
Coordinator Laurie Reid made a significant contribution to the 
educational program with her presentation, “The Good, the Bad 
and the Exotic.”  Laurie had to leave the conference early to work 
on the aerial survey of ice damage.  Jimmy Walters gave a 
presentation on “Firewise Landscaping and the Arborist,” with 
considerable assistance from Michelle Johnson and Darryl Jones, 
who supplied critical information for the presentation.  Karen 
Hauck, Executive Director of Trees SC, served as Volunteer 
Coordinator.  Karen is not an SCFC employee but her assistance 
is indispensable in carrying out our U&FC program, so we 
consider her “one of us.” 

The Southern Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture 
covers eight southern states, plus Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands.  577 people attended the 2014 conference.  Conference 
activities included the Southern Tree Climbing Championship, a 
Saturday workshop by UGA’s Dr. Kim Coder on Trees and 
Essential Elements, and all-day educational sessions on Monday 
and Tuesday.  Since the conference was held in SC for the first 
time in 15 years, the Program Committee took advantage of the 
opportunity to highlight our in-state expertise.  Five of the 
presenters came from Clemson University and two (Laurie Reid and Jimmy Walters) were present or 
past SCFC employees.  In addition, Keri Crolley of Charleston with Scout Horticultural Consulting gave a 
great presentation on using native trees and other vegetation in landscaping.  A panel discussion 
included Joelle Teachey of Trees Greenville, Carroll Williamson of Trees SC and Dave Stoney of the 
McClellanville Tree Committee.   

The 2015 ISA Southern Chapter Conference will be held in Mobile, AL.  For more information on the 
International Society of Arboriculture, the Certified Arborist program or the Tree Risk Assessment 
Qualification, go to http://isasouthern.org or www.isa-arbor.com. 

Dena Jacob and Lois Edwards, posing 
with their awards and ISA Southern 
Chapter President Karl Pokorny.  

Urban Foresters Frances Waite and Lois 
Edwards with Camden’s Liz Gilland and 
Karen Hauck with TreesSC assisted with 
the meeting. 

http://isasouthern.org�
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Some Thoughts 

Did you ever notice: When you put the 2 words 'The' and 'IRS' together it spells 'Theirs' ? 

Aging: Eventually you will reach a point when you stop lying about your age and start bragging about it. 

Some people try to turn back their odometers. Not me, I want people to know 'why' I look this way. I've 
traveled a long way and some of the roads weren't paved.  

I am starting a list of people that want a SCFC belt buckle. I have requests 
for 18 right now, and need 7 more for an order.  When I get 25 or more 
names I will contact those on the list to confirm their order and then make 
another order from the brass works.  There is no time limit (at this time) 
but a reminder will go out when at least 25 names has been reached.  Price 
will be then $17.50 plus tax and shipping (for a total of approximately $20) 
due to the lower number being ordered. Let me know if you would like to 
order one. 

Ron Holt 
Black River Unit Forester 
SC Forestry Commission 
596 I M Graham Road 
Kingstree, SC 29556 
Office 843-382-8761 
Cell 843-992-6417 

BLACK RIVER UNIT—Ron Holt 
Belt Buckles 

Parkland at the Legends in Horry County was 
recently presented their Firewise USA plaque. 
Parkland is the 21st Firewise USA community in 
South Carolina. 

There were 107 residents in attendance as we 
presented their Community Wildfire  Protection 
Plan that same evening. 

There are currently 23 Firewise USA 
Communities in South Carolina, 8 of which are 
in Horry County.  

 

FIREWISE—Steve Moore 
Parkland at the Legends Becomes Firewise USA Community 

Pictured are members of the Firewise Council at Parkland. 
Firewise Council Chairman Dr. Karmarkar receiving the 
plaque from Firewise Coordinator Steve Moore.  
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And the award goes to… 

The South Carolina chapter of the Future Farmers 
of America (FFA) presented our own Stephanie 
Kolok and Mike Shealy with Honorary State FFA 
Degrees on Wednesday, February 19th on the 
State House steps.  The ceremony was part of 
FFA’s Legislator Appreciation Day.   

The FFA degree is the highest honor the 
association bestows.  Stephanie and Mike’s honor 
recognizes and celebrates their contributions to 
FFA’s forestry competition over the last several 
years.  The competition tests teams of high school 
students on their forestry knowledge and skills. 
The winner each year goes on to represent South 
Carolina at a national competition.   

Though not pictured, Russell Hubright was also 
honored by FFA for his contributions as well. 

INFORMATION—Scott Hawkins 
FFA Honors Kolok, Hubright and Shealy 

 
Surprising Benefits of Water (part 7 of 8) 

Water is wonderful! It makes up more than half of your total body weight. In fact, every function and 
system in your body depends on water. It flushes out toxins, aids digestion, makes up your mucous 
membranes and carries nutrients to cells. According to the Institute of Medicine, healthy women 
should get about 11 cups of water (or fluids) a day, and men require about 15 cups. These amounts include water 
contained in the foods we eat, as well as those consumed as beverages.  If you're not drinking enough water (you're 
adequately hydrated if your urine is pale yellow to clear), you're functioning below par both physically and mentally. 
Over time, you may be hurting yourself more than you know. Drinking more water may stave off common health 
complaints. (MSN Health) 

Ease Arthritis Pain 

Drinking more water may help reduce joint pain by providing a cushion for the shoulder, knees and other 
surfaces, says Dr. Andersen. Synovial fluid, a viscous fluid comprised mostly of water, surrounds the 
ends of joints and acts as a lubricant. The knee joint contains synovial fluid, for example. "Joints depend 
on hydration," says Andersen. "When you're dehydrated the joint surfaces are not as spongy and 
cushiony, which puts more wear and tear on joint surfaces." Without cushioning, these surfaces cause 
pain when they rub together. Stay hydrated for pain-free joints. 

State Lands Coordinator Mike Shealy and Assistant 
Environmental Education Coordinator Stephanie Kolok with 
their FFA awards. 

AROUND THE STATE 

State Forester Gene Kodama gives his forestry 
report to the Central Carolina Chapter of the SAF 
on February 27th. 
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SERVICE AWARDS for March 
 
Tony Harris   Piedmont  35 Years State and Agency Service 

Libby Martin  Coastal  25 Years State and Agency Service 

Tracy Fulmer  Piedmont  15 Years State and Agency Service 

Lloyd Mitchell  Pee Dee  15 Years Agency Service 

Justin Boyce  Pee Dee  10 Years State and Agency Service 

Harry Blount  Columbia  10 Years State and Agency Service 

Service Award Photos 

 

Forest 
Technician 
Jimmy Jackson 
with his 25-
Year Service 
Certificate. 

REMINDER to Employees:  I just wanted 
to remind all employees to please send in 
your photos and information of events 
going on in your area regarding the 
SCFC...any type of recognition ceremony, 
important meetings, employee fun, and 
especially fires.  I only want to make the 
Bulletin the best I can and it’s hard to do 
that without information from ALL of the 
offices. Please keep this in mind and send 
your information and photos in. Thanks!  
Send them to: mjohnson@scfc.gov. 

I heard from retired Sumter forester Ben Fishburne 
following the last bulletin. He recalls a similar ice storm (to 
the one we just had) in Darlington County in 1969 that 
consumed most of his forester work for several years 
afterwards. He also recalled the damage from Hugo and the 
2004 ice storm. He survived this past storm only losing 
power for 18 hours and received no damage. His neighbor’s 
live oak didn’t fare so well. Of the three main stems, two 
split and fell. Luckily the third didn’t because it was over 
Ben’s wife’s car. He is glad he is retired and doesn’t have to 
work after this latest storm. 

Pee Dee Urban Forester Lois Edwards met with retired 
forester Richard Harms recently. He lives in Pawleys 
Island now and looks the same.  Lois did her first woodland 
exam with Richard in 1979 when she was at Sandhills State Forest and he was the project forester for 
Chesterfield County. She reports that he is doing good, still cares about trees, and it was good to see 
him. 
 

If you have any news on retirees, please send it to me at mjohnson@scfc.gov. We’d love to hear how 
they are doing. 

Retiree News 
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PHOTOS OF THE WEEK 

“Long or Short” 

State Forester Gene Kodama sent in these photos he took in Berkeley County. You can’t help but 
take it literally...Will you get the long or short straw?  

Notice that the long straw is from Longleaf pine trees, has a somewhat smooth texture, and is red 
in color.  The short straw is Loblolly with a brown color and a rougher texture.   Most straw sold for 
landscaping is Longleaf straw.  

Please send in your funny, scenic or interesting photos to mjohnson@scfc.gov. 

ATTA BOYS 

In an email to Gene Kodama dated February 27, 2014 from Chris Gordy with Norbord regarding the 
agency’s response to the ice damage: 

Gene, 

I would like to commend you and the SCFC for the rapid response, detailed ongoing information 
and going to bat for the landowners affected by this disaster.  

Chris 

In an email from State Forester Gene Kodama to staff who quickly responded to the forest emergency 
to assess the damage from the February winter storm: 
 

Harry, Chisolm, Vince, Laurie, Bryon, Scott, and other team members: 
 
Thank you for your outstanding work gathering the aerial info on ice damage in a prompt and 
scientific way.  I know you had to adjust work and family schedules and make some significant 
technology modifications to get this done in a timely manner, and your solid results are greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Gene 
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Waste Not, Want Not 
SC Forestry Association 

Every part of a tree is used when it reaches the mill. The 
process begins with debarking. Bark is used for fuel and soil 
mulch. 

Next, the round sides, called slabs, go through 
a chipper. As the cutting process continues, 
other parts also go to the chipper, including 
edgings, trim ends, and other portions of the 
log that are unusable as lumber. Wood chips 
can be made into chipboard and particleboard, 
or ground into pulp and manufactured into 
large rolls. The large rolls are then converted 
into smaller rolls and sheets for cardboard, 
brown paper, or commercial printing, 
depending upon the type of wood pulp 
available. 

The outer parts of the log don’t have many 
knots, so they usually are made into boards or 
planks. The more knotty center portions are 
usually cut into heavier planks and square or 
rectangular beams. 

Plywood is made of veneer, produced by 
holding a long blade against a rotating log to 
peel off thin sheets. These sheets are then 
joined by glue and usually laid with the grain 
of adjoining plies at right angles. 

And don’t forget about recycling. Millions of tons of paper, 
including used corrugated boxes, old newspapers, stationery, 
and other office papers are recovered every year. 

In 1996, more than 60 percent of all newspapers distributed 
were recovered for recycling. So were 70 percent of the 
nation’s corrugated containers and about 38 percent of all 
office papers. 

This recovery means there was raw material to use for new 
products. It also put less pressure on our landfills. In fact, more 
paper is being recovered now than is going to landfills. 

Approximately 200 mills in our country rely solely on recovered 
paper as a raw material, and 
most domestic mills use some 
recovered paper to make paper 
and paperboard products. 

The United States is a world 
leader in recovering and 
recycling paper. We are 
currently recovering about 45 
percent of all paper. 
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MONTH and YEAR TO DATE 
COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5 AND 10 YEAR AVERAGE 
 
Time Period         MARCH              JULY-MAR       FISCAL YEAR 
                Fires    Acres       Fires     Acres   Fires     Acres 
5 Year Average    427  4,352.1       1,694  11,018.3   2,145  17,751.4 
10 Year Average   601  5,077.2       1,939  11,618.9   2,605  17,747.7 
Current FY¹        42    186.8         916   3,476.7     916   3,476.7 
¹To date for current fiscal year 

Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina 

Fire Weather Outlook 
Southern Area: Below normal significant wildland fire potential will persist across most of the Southern 
Area through June, with some localized pockets of above normal potential across far southern Florida. 

Rainfall deficits continue to be highest in Oklahoma and Texas with much of the rest of the Southern Area 
remaining in a mostly average to above average precipitation pattern. Expect at least average 
precipitation with recurring rain activity and only shorter duration rain free periods through spring. The 
exception will be in Oklahoma and Texas where ongoing and periodic low humidity conditions will 
produce conditions for elevated initial attack. The energy of the anticipated pattern will remain high 
through the outlook period, increasing the possibility of windy conditions in the Southern Plains. This will 
maintain a slight threat for occasional larger fires during generally lighter fire activity. The vast majority 
of the South continues to see higher fuel moistures. A continuation of colder arctic air in March, however, 
will allow the finer fuels to dry quickly and elevate ignition potential. Colder and drier conditions should 
continued into April which will keep Oklahoma and Texas in periods of higher fire danger. For Puerto Rico, 
minimum humidity has mostly remained elevated and generally only the southwestern and southern 
coastal areas have slight concerns for large fires through April. 

 March  

- Most of the southeastern U.S. will remain in below 
normal significant fire potential. Localized short-
term above normal significant fire potential may be 
observed in eastern New Mexico and west Texas as 
well as southern Florida.  

April  

- Most of the southeastern U.S. will remain in below 
normal significant fire potential. Localized short-
term above normal significant fire potential may be 
observed in eastern New Mexico and west Texas as 
well as southern Florida.  

May through June  

- Most of the southeastern U.S. will remain in below 
normal significant fire potential.  

In the South and East, fuels remain moist; however, cold temperatures have led to some frost kill which 
could elevate fire potential for short periods.  
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The History Corner   
NOW AND THEN 

For the next few Bulletins I will be comparing old and recent photos of areas around the agency 
and state.  Our state has changed tremendously since most of us were born, and the agency 
has drastically changed since it was created in 1927. Enjoy the changes! 

If you have any photos you would like to share, just send them to me! 

 

Board Meetings 
 

South Carolina Forestry Commission 
Employee—Weekly News Bulletin 

PO Box 21707 
Columbia, SC 29221 
5500 Broad River Road 
Columbia, SC 29212 
Phone: 803-896-8800 
Fax: 803-798-8097 
E-mail: scfc@scfc.gov 
Editor: Michelle Johnson 

Log on:  
www.trees.sc.gov 

1956 Camden District Board Meeting. 

Edisto Unit Forester Pete Stuckey 
discusses dozers with Steele 
Blackman (Commission retiree) at the 
2013 Advisory Board Meeting in 
Columbia. 

In the past, Board meetings included a demonstration of 
some sort of forestry related practice or equipment in the 
forest. The flatbed of a truck was turned into an outdoor 
group theater for the event.  

Equipment was viewed at last year’s State Advisory Board 
Meeting at the Columbia HQ. 

2013 Advisory Board Meeting  



Good day, 

I am going to focus on just one topic today that is of extreme importance to each of us and 
our families.   That topic is SAFETY. 

Unfortunately, the Forestry Commission has been having quite a few 
injuries lately, both on and off the job.  We have averaged  over one 
per month for the past year.  And, this rate is occurring even though 
we are having another historically mild wildfire year - with fewer 
people and equipment engaged in aggressively fighting fires with their 
inherent dangers and injuries.   We need to reduce this occurrence 
rate to lessen the odds of having a serious injury.    

Work injury statistics do not lie.  We know that the more minor 
injuries we have, the more likely we are to have a very serious 
incident.   Recent injuries have been categorized as cuts/punctures/
scrapes, falls/slips, animal/insect bites, machinery, debris in eyes, 
strains, and one vehicle incident.  We can see that the causes are 
varied, so we cannot focus on just one issue.   We can, however, 
revive our effort to work safely in all situations by thinking “Safety 
First” at all times and watching out for our co-workers, too.   We 
should be utilizing a thought process like DuPont Corporation’s 
trademarked “TAKE TWO --- for Safety” program before starting 
and conducting every task.   TAKE is an acronym for:  

T= Talk: Have I talked with everyone involved with this job? 

A= Action: Do I know the proper actions I need to follow to do this job safely? 

K= Knowledge: Do I have the proper knowledge to do this job safely? 

E= Equipment: Do I have the proper equipment, including the proper personal 
protective equipment, to do this job safely? 

Working safely is heavily dependent on an organization’s culture and attitudes toward safety 
considerations and concern for others.   Let’s make sure that we are focused on working 

(Continued on page 2) 
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NOTE: The next Bulletin will be April 16.   

From the desk of… 
STATE FORESTER 
Gene Kodama 

Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) is one critical component 
working safely.  
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Quote of the Week 
We must use time wisely and forever realize that the time is always ripe to do right.  

Nelson Mandela 

safely so we can avoid as many minor incidents as possible and greatly reduce the odds for a 
serious injury or death in our organization. 

Best regards, 

Gene  

 

The SC Tree Farm held its annual Legislative Day at the 
State House on  March 12th, see the story on page 6. 

Deputy State Forester Tom Patton received a 
plaque of recognition for his 28 years of 
outstanding leadership and dedication to the SC 
Tree Farm Program in fostering the stewardship 
of family forests. Bob Franklin presented Tom the 
honor. 

Gene Kodama with Representative Walt 
McLeod at Tree Farm Legislative Day. 

Last week, the Wildfire Lessons Learned Center posted the video about the fire shelter deployments during 
the Highway 31 Fire. They included it in a series "Fire Shelter Deployments: Stories and Common Insights". 
This video was originally supposed to appear in the annual fireline refresher training video, but it was 
decided to release the video as a part of a series on fire shelter deployments instead. It is a well-done look 
at the fire and the situations our firefighters face, and is definitely worth watching and sharing.  
 
Check out this video featuring Wayne Springs and Terry Cook on YouTube:http://youtu.be/Tx3uCXEirtg 

FIRE—Darryl Jones 
Hwy 31 Fire Shelter Video on YouTube 

Participants of the 2014 Tree Farm Legislative Day at the State 
House on March 12th. 

http://youtu.be/Tx3uCXEirtg�
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As everyone knows the February 11-13 winter storm had a major impact on our forests 
resulting in direct damage estimated at $360 million.  Only Hurricane Hugo has caused more 
damage at $1.2 billon.  The Forestry Commission has a lead role in responding to this natural 
disaster - from assisting with debris removal and conducting the damage survey to the ongoing 
assistance we are providing to forest landowners who must deal with timber damage 
assessment, timber salvage, and reforestation.  I would like to thank our employees for their 
hard work and outstanding service to the State and its citizens during this event and the 
months and years to come as our forests recover from this devastating natural disaster.    
 
Below is a summary and timeline of the agency’s response to this winter storm’s impact.  This 
summary will be updated in future bulletins.   
    
February 11-13 – Winter Storm occurs in South Carolina. 

February 11-14 – Provided assistance with debris removal and transporting medical personnel; provided 
representation to SCEMD. 

February 14 – Began developing a plan for ice damage assessment. 

February 15 – Began initial aerial survey to estimate the extent of damage and the area (corridor) affected; 
met to continue developing a response plan; emailed guidance to project foresters on landowner assistance 
regarding ice damage assessment. 

February 17 – Finished initial aerial survey; contacted Texas Forest Service personnel about Farm Service 
Agency’s (FSA) Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP);  contacted former SCFC employees about 
2004 ice storm response; continued developing damage assessment process – aerial survey, FIA plots (1/7

th of 
existing plots in damage corridor), ground checks of aerial survey. 

February 18 – Began providing technical assistance to landowners with ice damaged timber. Began 
formulating State Forester Forest Disaster Declaration and Forest Disaster Action Plan; FIA plot measurement 
began; conducted conference call with forestry partners to discuss storm response. 

February 19 – Coordinated with Clemson Extension on disseminating information to landowners. 

February 24 – FIA plot measurements completed; performed ground checks of aerial survey. 

February 25 -27 – Met with and discussed damage and response with key SC Senators, Governor Haley and 
staff, and Foresters Council of SC. 

March 3 – Met with FSA State Director and staff on EFRP funding for landowners. 
 
March 3-23 – Worked with FSA to clarify EFRP cost share assistance eligibility and guidelines. 

March 5 – Forest Disaster Declaration and press conference held at State House. 

March 13 – Letters sent to forest industry, consulting foresters, timber buyers and loggers on response needs 
and EFRP. 

March 14 – Worked with Foresters Council of SC  in sending letter of support of the Forest Disaster 
Declaration encouraging a prompt, maximum effort to salvage and utilize damaged wood. 

March 19 – Met with SCFA Board of Directors on damage update and response. 

March 25 – Contacted mills on salvage recording process. 

Throughout the period SCFC issued 9 press releases to update the public. 
To date, SCFC field staff have received 372 requests for examinations of ice damaged timber and have 
completed 265 of these examinations.   

DEPUTY STATE FORESTER—Tom Patton 
2014 Winter Storm Update 
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The SCFC Urban and Community Forestry program just completed a grant with Beaufort County to 
reduce the population of invasive Chinese tallow trees on Crystal Lake property and to promote the 
continued growth of the native plant ecosystem. 

The project began by approaching various counties to see 
if their communities would benefit from a community 
forest management plan.  Beaufort County expressed 
interest, and so I made 3 community forestry 
management plans for them along with input from their 
County planner, & landscape architect. 

Crystal Lake was chosen as a demonstration area for the 
grant because one of the goals of the forest management 
plan was to gain some control over invasive Chinese 
Tallow trees. 

Beaufort County partnered with the Master Naturalists, 
Friends of Crystal Lake, and Bartlett Tree Care Company 
to accomplish the goals of this grant.  The volunteer labor 
provided the match for the grant.  Over 50 volunteers 
have participated in accomplishing the goal of gaining 
control over the Chinese Tallow tree. 

Once safety procedures had been reviewed, volunteers 
were divided into two teams.  One team marked the 
Tallow trees to be taken down by Bartlett personnel.  The 
second team applied herbicide to the exposed stump. 

On an ongoing basis, volunteers will continue to patrol the park removing Tallow tree saplings that will 
emerge in the following years.  As a result of the grant and volunteers, the area around Crystal Lake has 
achieved some control over the Tallow tree on site.  It will be an ongoing project to help keep the 
diversity and beauty of the flora on site. 

Amanda Flake, Natural Resource Planner for 
Beaufort County, standing on Crystal Lake's new 
observation deck.  Beaufort County just 
completed a grant with the Urban and Community 
Forestry program to help gain control over 
invasive Chinese Tallow trees to encourage native 
vegetation in this public park. 

URBAN & COMMUNITY FORESTRY—Frances Waite, Coastal Urban Forester 
Crystal Lake Invasive Project 

The Pee Dee Fitness Walk in Florence that was postponed has been rescheduled for Monday, March 31 
at 9:00 am. The walk will be at Francis Marion University. 

PHYSICAL FITNESS—Leslie Woodham 
Pee Dee Walk Rescheduled 

Toothpick Uses(Part 1 of 3) 
These tiny wood products can be a giant help around the house.  Here are some unexpected ways to put 
them to use: 

1. Fill a nail hole.  Treat a toothpick as a small dowel: Insert one coated in glue into the hole. Snap off 
the end, sand flush with the rest of the piece, and stain or paint as needed. 

2. Free up a nozzle. Use a toothpick to pierce the clogged opening of a glue bottle. 
3. Keep cutworms away.  Place three toothpicks closely around the base of a seedling and push them 

halfway into the soil. They will help deter pesty caterpillars from wrapping themselves around young 
stems and destroying them. 
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In response to Governor Nikki Haley's request, President Barrack 
Obama has declared a major disaster area for parts of South 
Carolina. This declaration will have a significant impact on our 
cities and towns in the storm-affected area. On March 4, Governor 
Haley formally requested a disaster declaration from the White 
House for Aiken, Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell, Berkeley, Calhoun, 
Chesterfield, Clarendon, Colleton, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, 
Florence, Georgetown, Hampton, Horry, Marion, Orangeburg, 
Saluda, Sumter, and Williamsburg counties.   
 
Federal disaster aid is now available for 21 counties in South 
Carolina which were most severely affected by the February 10-14 
winter storm.  The FEMA Public Assistance program helps 
reimburse local and state governments,  non-profit organizations, 
and co-ops for certain expenses they incurred. Under the Public 
Assistance Program, state and affected local governments are 
eligible to apply for federal funding to pay 75 percent of the 
approved costs for debris removal, emergency services related to 
the storm, and the repair or replacement of damaged public 
utilities.  
 
The urban forestry staff has been contacting local governments to 
assist them with storm matters. Prior to the storm, the urban 
forestry programs across the state have conducted training and 
encouraged local governments to have a storm management plan. 
The communities have learned to document debris removal and 
emergency services related to the storm.  A tree inventory and 
documentation of urban forestry investment helps communities 
determine the damage to the urban forests, as well as the cost of 
restoration.  The cities and towns that have a well-managed urban 
forest suffer less physical and financial loss in the event of a storm 
compared to those which have little or no public tree management. 
 
The SCFC urban forestry staff will continue to work with 
communities to assist them with the damage 
to their trees from this storm and with the 
reforestation of their urban forests. The 
program will also continue to educate 
municipalities and counties about how to 
prepare for the next storm event.  

Major clean-up was needed in the City of 
Marion after the February ice storm. 

The Community of Smoaks in Colleton 
County did not escape the destruction of 
the recent ice storm.  

The City of Aiken is 
still faced with a 
monumental task of 
restoring the urban 
canopy.  

URBAN & COMMUNITY FORESTRY—Lois Edwards, Pee Dee Urban Forester 
Disaster Relief for Communities After Ice Storm 

ATTA Boys 
In an email to LE Chief David West and Assistant LE Chief Jonathan Calore dated March 19 from Brian 
D. Clavier regarding their assistance to the GA Forestry Commission: 

David/Jonathan, 
Our timber theft bill has passed the General Assembly and is on the Governor’s Desk.  We really 
appreciate the help you guys have provided, especially the testimony to the study committee. 
Thanks, 
Brian D. Clavier, Associate Chief of Forest Protection, Chief of Law Enforcement 
Georgia Forestry Commission 
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On March 12th the SC Tree Farm program held its fourth consecutive annual 
Forestry Legislative Day at the State House.  As in the previous years, the 
purpose was to get the message out about the importance of forestry to 
South Carolina’s environment and economy. Approximately 45 Tree Farm 
participants (Tree Farmers, Inspecting Foresters and other Tree Farm 
supporters) spent the day meeting with their Senators and Representatives 
to discuss the significant impact of forestry on the State’s economy, 
environment and quality of life; budgets for the SC Forestry Commission, 
Clemson PSA and SCDNR; and the following legislative issues – 
infrastructure funding for bridges and secondary roads, protection for 
forest landowners from trespassers, and adding forestry representation on 
the Coordinating Council for Economic Development. 

To stress the message about the importance of forestry to the citizens of 
our state, a forestry pamphlet was prepared by the SC Forestry Association 
and was given to every legislator prior to the event, along with a Tree 
Farm travel mug. The pamphlet provided information on forestry’s 
economic impact, forest ownership, and budgetary and legislative issues.  
The day started with a briefing led by SC Tree Farm Committee Vice-chair 
Bob Franklin at which Cam Crawford (President & CEO, SC Forestry 
Association) and Gene Kodama addressed the group.  A press conference 
highlighting the importance of Tree Farm and forestry was held by Dr 
George Kessler in the first lobby of the State House.  Afterwards, 
participants went to the balconies of both the House of Representatives 
and the Senate where the group was recognized by the Legislators. 
Throughout the day, individuals met with their legislators to thank them for 
their past support and ask for their future support.  During lunch both 
Gene and Cam spoke to the group about forestry in SC, the winter storm, 
agency budgets, and legislative issues impacting forestry.  Cam recognized 
and thanked the SC Forestry Commission and SCFC personnel for their 
hard work and long hours assisting with debris removal, conducting 
damage assessment and the ongoing help being provided to the forest 
landowners whose timber has be impacted by the ice storm.   

The Tree Farm program in South Carolina was established in 1946 and is 
sponsored by the SC Forestry Commission, Clemson University and SC 
Forestry Association. It is run by a committee consisting of Tree Farmers, 
Inspecting Foresters (SCFC, Clemson Extension, Industry, and Consultants) 
and other natural resource professionals. Currently, the following four 
SCFC foresters serve on the committee – Tom Patton (Publicity Chair), 
Russell Hubright (Awards and Recognition Chair), Scott Phillips (Treasurer) 
and Roy Boyd (District Chair & Awards Tour Chair).  

Senator Vincent 
Sheheen speaks 
with Guy Sabin and 
other Tree Farm 
members. 

Kirk Weyman, Eddie Drayton, Bill 
Milling, George Kessler, Dennis 
Chastain stand to be recognized in 
the Senate balcony. 

Senator 
Yancey 
McGill 
takes 
time to 
listen to 
Hans 
Lengers 
and 
Eddie 
Drayton. 

Bob Franklin and Brad Bramlett 
speak with Senator Brad Hutto 
from Orangeburg. 

Walt McPhail with Senator 
Danny Verdin from 
Laurens. 

DEPUTY STATE FORESTER—Tom Patton 
2014 Tree Farm Legislative Day 
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JAKES Hunt of a Lifetime 

On March 15, the Niederhof Forestry Center (NFC) 
hosted four youth hunters that participated in the JAKES 
Hunt of a Lifetime. Three of the young adults were from 
SC National Guard families and one was from the JAKES 
program. The two day event was  sponsored by the SC 
Chapter of the NWTF.  

Approximately 60 children from all over the state came 
to Roseland Plantation in Jasper County on Friday, 
March 14th to participate in the hunt. Local landowners, 
plantations, and the Forestry Commission provided 
areas for the youth to hunt turkey on Saturday morning.  
Several agencies and organizations were involved with hunt.  
Friday afternoon was busy with skeet shooting, target practice 
and orientation before the hunters were fed a dinner of 
Lowcountry Boil.   

After the hunters were given wooden turkey calling boxes and 
hats from the NWTF state chapter, the four hunting at NFC 
traveled to Tillman for an orientation from Scott Phillips and 
State Forester Gene Kodama before retiring for the night. 
Saturday started early with a safety briefing at 6AM before the 
youth drew for guides and areas. Once they were paired with a 
guide, the child and their guardian went with their guide to their 
assigned area to start calling turkeys. Guiding on the hunt were 
Gene Kodama, Scott Phillips, Pete Stuckey, and Kip Terry. 

Between the four youth, only one gobbler was harvested. First-
time hunter Grant Gleaton from West Columbia took a big turkey 
on his first-ever hunt. The ten year old was very excited about it, 
and can’t wait to go again. Turkeys evaded the other three 
hunters on this cool morning, but there are plenty on the 
property.  

Major Allen 
Gleaton, Grant 
Gleaton and Scott 
Phillips with Grant’s 
first turkey. 

Scott Phillips shows Grant Gleaton how to 
operate the gun. 

Benjamin Zorn shoots at the clay 
targets at Roseland Plantation. 

Scott Phillips with the hunters at 
Roseland Plantation. 

Hunt participants. 

Scott Phillips shows 
Grant Gleaton how 
to clean a turkey. 
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NWTF/SCFC Military Appreciation Turkey Hunt 

The South Carolina Forestry Commission hosted a Military 
Appreciation Hunt at Niederhof Forestry Center (NFC) on 
March 20-21, 2014 in partnership with the National Wild 
Turkey Federation.  The winners of a NWTF Banquet auction 
joined four SC National Guard personnel on this very special 
hunt during the spring turkey season.  

The hunt’s objectives were to show appreciation to US Military 
personnel for their service, to increase awareness of the 
Forestry Commission, to build relationships with partners and 
allies, to better manage the forests and wildlife habitat on 
Niederhof Forestry Center by actively managing our wildlife 
populations, and to promote fellowship amongst participants. 

Three gobblers were harvested during the event, which included 
one afternoon and one morning hunt. After an orientation, the 
hunters patterned their shotgun and were given a safety briefing 
before heading out.  Four of the six participants hunted on NFC, 
with the other two hunting on the adjacent Chase Tract that 
belongs to Commissioner Micky Scott. The guides for the hunt 
were Gene Kodama, Scott Phillips, Pete Stuckey, Kip terry, Tom 
Hughes (NWTF  Vice President of the Conservation Program), and 

Dale Cullum (NWTF 
volunteer). Teresa 
Carroll (NWTF) 
prepared the meals 
for the participants 
during the event. 

The soldiers were 
happy to be outdoors 
hunting. Will Sirmon 
(Black Hawk 
Instructor pilot at 
McIntire) recently 
returned from 
deployment and he 
said, “This is like a 
second Christmas for 
me.” Lt. Colonel James 
Parker (Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of 
Army for Manpower 
and Reserve Affairs) 
stated, “This is 
awesome to get this 
opportunity to hunt. 
Thank you very 
much!”  

Military Appreciation Hunt participants. 

SC National Guardsmen Bryan Kyzer and Will 
Sirmon discuss turkey hunting. 

Tommy Hall and Brandon Goodwin with 
guides Tom Hughes and Pete Stuckey after a 
successful morning. 

Matthew Shealy patterns his gun. 

Tom Hughes, Gene Kodama, and Pete 
Stuckey discuss hunting areas. 

Geen Kodama presents James Parker (and 
other soldiers) with a SCFC Challenge Coin. 
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FIRE—Darryl Jones 
Marion Weather Station Installed 

On March 20, Donald Bryant, Lloyd Mitchell, and Darryl 
Jones installed a new RAWS (Remote Automated Weather 
Station) station at the SCFC office in Marion. This new 
weather station, along with an identical one installed at the 
Walterboro office in November, will significantly improve 
our access to timely fire weather information.  

The new generation of fire weather stations replaced older 
models that were installed in 1992. The new stations 
represent the most current technology in fire weather, and 
don’t require electricity or a phone line like the older 
stations did. Instead, RAWS units collect, store, and 
forward data to a computer system at the National 
Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) in Boise, Idaho, via the 
Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellite (GOES). The GOES is operated by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The data is automatically 
forwarded to several other computer systems including the Weather Information 
Management System (WIMS) and the Western Regional Climate Center in Reno, 
Nevada. Power for the station is provided by a deep-cycle battery, charged by a solar 
panel.  

The station has sensors for fuel temperature, fuel moisture, wind speed, wind direction, 
precipitation amount, solar radiation, temperature, and relative humidity. Readings are 
taken once an hour, and transmitted to the GOES satellite. The reading at 1 pm each 
day is used to calculate the National Fire Danger Rating System indices for the area 
covered by the weather station, including burning index, spread component, ignition 
component, energy release component, and Keetch-Byram Drought 
Index, as well as fuel moistures for 1-hour, 100-hour, and 1000-hour 
fuels.  

As a part of this move 
to newer fire weather 
technology, the SCFC 
has gained access to 
many additional RAWS 
stations across the 
state, owned and 
maintained by 
cooperating agencies 
(US Forest Service, US 
Fish & Wildlife Service, 
National Park Service, 
Department of Defense, 
and NC Forest Service). Through the WIMS system, we now 
have access to hourly weather readings and daily fire danger 
calculations from 15 stations. Working with our region 
personnel and dispatch, each station has been designated to 
represent an area of the state where similar fuels and 
weather patterns prevail. The map above shows which 
weather station has been assigned to each county.  

One additional weather station is on order, and will be installed in Horry County this summer.  

You can see the hourly weather readings at this link:  
http://raws.wrh.noaa.gov/cgi-bin/roman/raws_ca_monitor.cgi?
rawsflag=2&state=SC&type=0&orderby=n&day1=21&month1=3&year1=2014&hour1=14&timeobs=12 

Walterboro and Marion are the only SCFC weather 
stations. The rest are owned by cooperating 
agencies. 

Darryl Jones with Donald Bryant and 
Lloyd Mitchell at the Marion weather 
station. 
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Microsoft will end support for its 12 year old operating system Windows XP and productivity suite Office 
2003 on April 8, 2014.  Windows XP or Office 2003 will not stop working or force users to upgrade.  End 
of support means that after April 8, 2014 Microsoft will 
no longer issue security updates or new patches to 
these products.  It is estimated that 29% of the 
computers worldwide, 10% Federal Government 
computers, and 95% of ATMs still run on Windows XP.  
It is still the second most widely used PC operating 
system in the world. 

Microsoft releases security updates and new patches to 
their software on the second Tuesday of each month.  
The April 8th release will be the final one for Windows 
XP and Office 2003.  So if any new vulnerabilities were 
to be found in these applications, updates wouldn’t 
normally be made available until the next month’s 
release – in this case May 13, 2014. 

The IT Section, with the assistance of the Regional 
Communications Managers, have been busy rolling out 
new Windows 7 computers and upgrading others to 
Office 2010 and Office 2013.  IT Manager Scott Drafts 
recently completed the setup of twenty-two (22) semi-
rugged, Windows 7 laptops for field foresters.  These 
new laptops come with a docking station and external 
monitor that will replace the Windows XP desktops and 
laptops these individuals are currently using. 

The Forestry Commission has ordered forty (40) 
Windows 7 desktops to complete the agency’s migration 
from Windows XP.  Although the majority of these will be 
deployed after April 8, employees with Windows XP 
computers need not panic.  Nothing will immediately 
change after April 8 if you take or have been taking 
security seriously.   

 Make sure you install all the Windows updates for XP 
or Office 2003   

 Keep your antivirus software up-to-date   

 Make sure your Internet browser and relevant plug-
ins (like Java) are updated 

 Backup any critical data 

 Do not open suspicious or unexpected email 
attachments  

 Do not click on embedded links in suspicious emails 

This is all the basic stuff you should have been doing, but 
it’s even more important until we upgrade you to 
Windows 7 and Office 2010 or Office 2013. 

TECHNOLOGY—Jeff Baumann 
Support Ending for Windows XP and Office 2003 

Scott Drafts setting up the 22 laptops in the large 
conference room so they go out to the field 
foresters. 

Having all 22 laptops connected to the agency’s 
network and Internet helped in the time-consuming 
job of loading software; updating hardware drivers; 
installing Microsoft Windows 7 and Office 2013 
updates; installing ArcGIS 10.0; and updates to 
antivirus and other software. 
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AROUND THE STATE 

Fireline Refresher Course in Orangeburg 

Santee Unit Administrative Assistant Vicki Irick sent in these photos from the Santee Unit Fireline 
Refresher Course held on March 5th at the Orangeburg Office. Employees had to deploy fire shelters in 
the hall due to wet weather. 

Michael Smoak in the shelter while Zane Clardy deploying the green shelter in the background (Billy Rutland and 
Eddie Godowns watching). Michael coming out of the shelter as O’Neal Davis deploying the green shelter.  Eddie 
Godowns deploys his shelter.  

WARD NAMED VICE PRESIDENT OF SC LITTER CONTROL ASSOCIATION 

Manchester State Forest’s Steve Ward was recently elected Vice 
President of the South Carolina Litter Control Association at the annual 
conference (February 26-28 2014). Steve will serve a two-year term. 
Steve has been a member of the association for 10 years and served 
as the Central Regional Director for the past four years.  

Forest Director Harvey Belser and Ward became  
involved with the association because of all the trash 
dumped on Manchester.  For more information on the association visit: http://
www.sclittercontrol.org/. 

The month of April is Zero Tolerance for Litter and the association along with Palmetto 
Pride encourages all law enforcement to take part and try to spend at less three days 
trying to stop litter by making cases or educating the public on litter.  

 

A Few More Puns 

Venison for dinner again? Oh deer!  

Be kind to your dentist. He has fillings, too.  

Velcro. What a rip off!  

I got a job at a bakery because I kneaded dough.  
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SERVICE AWARDS for March 
 
Tracy Fulmer  Piedmont  20 Years State and Agency Service 

Correction: Tracy Fulmer has 20 years of service. In the last bulletin I reported she had 15 years. 

Service Award Photos 

 

Forest Technician Danny Hill receives his 10-Year 
Service Certificate from Supervisor Robert Jones. Pee Dee dispatcher Carolyn Campbell received 

her 15-year certificate. 

REMINDER to Employees:  I just wanted to remind all employees to please send in your photos and 
information of events going on in your area regarding the SCFC...any type of recognition ceremony, 
important meetings, employee fun, and especially fires.  I only want to make the Bulletin the best I can 
and it’s hard to do that without information from ALL of the offices. Please keep this in mind and send 
your information and photos in. Thanks!  Send them to: mjohnson@scfc.gov. 

I am starting a list of people that want a SCFC belt buckle. I need 5 more for an order.  When I get 25 
or more names I will contact those on the list to confirm their order and then make another order from 
the brass works.  There is no time limit (at this time) but a reminder will go out when at least 25 names 
has been reached.  Price will be then $17.50 plus tax and shipping (for a total 
of approximately $20) due to the lower number being ordered. Let me know if 
you would like to order one. 

Ron Holt 
Black River Unit Forester 
SC Forestry Commission 
596 I M Graham Road 
Kingstree, SC 29556 
Office 843-382-8761 
Cell 843-992-6417 

BLACK RIVER UNIT—Ron Holt 
Belt Buckles 
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK 

“Cold Tree” 

Even trees got cold this winter. Pee 
Dee Regional Forester Mike Ney 
sent in this photo he took at his 
house during the February winter 
storm.  The red maple (with ice in 
its “hair”) is clearly saying, “Oh... 
this can’t be South Carolina!” 

 

Please send in your funny, scenic 
or interesting photos to 
mjohnson@scfc.gov. 

Drake Carroll, Jarrod Brucke, and I attended the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) annual 
conference in Reno, NV last week. There were also 3 South Carolina fire department chiefs who 
attended with us: Chief Richie Caudill with Keowee FD, Chief Ed Hershberger with Inman FD, and Chief 
Eddy McNeill with Campobello FD.  

This was a very good conference where a lot 
of information was covered concerning Fire 
Adapted Communities and Community 
Wildfire Protection Plans. We made some 
good contacts with other state Firewise 
Coordinators. Of particular interest was the 
burn over investigation of the Hot Shot Crew 
in Arizona that killed 19 crew members. It 
seems that, as always, communication was 
one of the problems.  

There was also a Sand Table Exercise where 
20 individuals were given a fire assignment 
on a fire that was approaching a large 
community. Watching them interact to the 
growing fire that frequently changed directions 
was very interesting. 

FIRE—Steve Moore 
International Association of Fire Chiefs 

From left: Eddy McNeill, Ed Hershberger, Steve Moore, Drake 
Carroll, Jarrod Brucke, and Richie Caudill. 
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USDA Announces Support for Innovative, Sustainable Wood Building Materials 
to Protect Environment and Create Jobs 
SC State Forester, Gene Kodama, was one of 
three state foresters attending a workshop in 
Washington, DC held by the White House 
Rural Council entitled “Building with Wood: 
Jobs and the Environment”.   

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced 
a new partnership to train architects, 
engineers and builders about the benefits of 
advanced wood building materials, and plans 
for a forthcoming prize competition to design 
and build high-rise wood demonstration 
projects. Innovative use of wood products is 
already beginning to change the face of 
construction across the country, and USDA is undertaking efforts to support these advancements. These 
efforts also support President Obama's Climate Action Plan goal of preserving the role of forests in 
mitigating climate change. 

Wood may be one of the world's oldest building materials, but it is now also one of the most advanced, 
said Vilsack. Building stronger markets for innovative new wood products supports sustainable forestry, 
helps buffer reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and puts rural America at the forefront of an emerging 
industry. Presently, the market for wood and other related forest products supports more than one 
million direct jobs, many in rural America. As these markets expand, so will the economic opportunities. 

The new training program will include a $1 million investment from the Forest Service and will be done 
in partnership with WoodWorks, a non -profit organization that provides technical support, education, 
and resources related to the design of modern wood buildings for architects, engineers, and developers. 

The Secretary also announced plans to launch a new prize competition, expected to begin later this year, 
for developers, institutions, organizations and design teams competing to demonstrate the architectural 
and commercial viability of using sustainable wood products in high-rise construction. The Department is 
planning to invest up to $1 million to launch the competition. One 
non-profit partner, the Binational Softwood Lumber Council, has 
committed an additional $1 million for the competition. The 
competition will help spur increased sustainability in construction 
and will give priority to applicants that source materials from rural 
domestic manufacturers and domestic, sustainably-managed 
forests. 

Emerging engineered wood technologies can be used in industrial 
building projects such as tall buildings and skyscrapers, as well as 
other projects. By some industry estimates, a 3-5 story building 
made from emerging wood technologies has the same emissions 
control as taking up to 550 cars of the road for one year. Wood-
based designs have also been demonstrated to improve energy 
efficiency, thereby reducing energy consumption for heating and 
cooling. 

When President Obama signed the 2014 Farm Bill in February he directed his Administration, working 
through the White House Rural Council, to lead a new Made in Rural America export and investment 
initiative. This initiative is charged with bringing together federal resources to help rural businesses and 
leaders take advantage of new investment opportunities and access new customers and markets both at 
home and abroad. White House Rural Council leadership on advanced wood products is an example of 
how the Administration is moving forward on dual goals of domestic production and sustainability. 

The Council has now asked attendees and their organizations for additional input on how to increase 
wood use in future building projects and how to continue to promote wood use. 

Cross laminated timber construction. 

Workshop in Washington which Gene Kodama attended. 
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Can you find 10 wood products in this puzzle? 

 
Surprising Benefits of Water (part 8 of 8) 

Water is wonderful! It makes up more than half of your total body weight. In fact, every function and system in your 
body depends on water. It flushes out toxins, aids digestion, makes up your mucous membranes and carries 
nutrients to cells. According to the Institute of Medicine, healthy women should get about 11 cups of water (or 
fluids) a day, and men require about 15 cups. These amounts include water contained in the foods we eat, as well as 
those consumed as beverages.  If you're not drinking enough water (you're adequately hydrated if your urine is pale 
yellow to clear), you're functioning below par both physically and mentally. Over time, you may be hurting yourself 
more than you know. Drinking more water may stave off common health complaints. (MSN Health) 

Stave off kidney stones  

The increased risk of developing excruciatingly painful kidney stones should be more than 
enough incentive to up your water intake. These tiny stones, often the size of a grain of 
sand, develop in a kidney and may get stuck in one of two ureters (tubes that carry urine 
from your bladder to outside your body).  

 "Drinking water helps flush out your system and prevents stones from forming," says Danine Fruge, 
M.D., director of women's health at Pritikin Longevity Institute in Florida. Add a slice or two of lemon to 
boost water's effectiveness. "Adding lemon to water creates a more favorable pH balance, making you 
even less likely to form stones," says Dr. Fruge. In social situations, cut back on dehydrating alcohol and 
drink sparkling water with a twist of lemon instead.  
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Retiree News 
Retired Fire Chief JT Hance passed away on Wednesday, March 12.  JT retired after 45 years of service 
with the Commission. Memorials may be made to the American Parkinson Disease Association or St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in Columbia. Retired State Forester Jack Gould said of Hance, “J.T. was a long 
serving, solid person to work with, and someone you could always depend upon. He will be missed!” 

Retired Tower Operator Betty Jo Clark passed away two weeks ago. She operated the fire tower at 
Cross in Berkeley County. 

In happier news, I heard from retired entomologist Andy 
Boone: I have the "crew" back together to conduct 
another Emerald Ash Borer trapping project for the 
Department of Plant Industries at Clemson. We will be 
checking 750 plots identified as potentially containing ash 
and deploying about 350 traps in 30 SC counties. The 
project will run until September. 

The crew (photographed on the right) consists of: Kirk 
Weyman, Dale Mayson, Paul Dulin, Mike Remion, and  
Andy Boone.  [Mike recently had surgery and he doesn't 
quite look like his old self. Actually pictured is Sara 
Morrison with Clemson’s Division of Plant Industries.]  

If you have any news on retirees, please send it to me at mjohnson@scfc.gov. We’d love to hear how 
they are doing. 

Did you Know? 
Forests are already experiencing the impacts of climate change. According to the Department of 
Agriculture, the wildfire season in forests is now 60 days longer than it was three decades ago. The 
department warned that a changing climate will cause even longer wildfire seasons, extreme weather 
events, shifting crop patterns, increased costs for weed control and invasive species management, and 
increased beetle infestations in forests. 

Increased carbon in the atmosphere associated with climate change and warming is also predicted to 
improve plant growth including some row crop production and tree growth. Trees use photosynthesis to 
take carbon dioxide from the air and sunlight to make carbohydrates like wood.   

Trying to understand the overall effect of climate change can be difficult. Changes in temperature, 
amount of carbon dioxide, and the frequency and intensity of extreme weather could have significant 
impacts on crop yields. Increases in temperature and carbon dioxide can be beneficial for some crops in 
some places. But to realize these benefits, nutrient levels, soil moisture, water availability, and other 
conditions must also be met. Warmer temperatures may make many crops grow more quickly, but 
warmer temperatures could also reduce yields. Crops tend to grow faster in warmer conditions. 
However, for some crops, faster growth reduces the amount of time that seeds have to grow and 
mature. This can reduce yields.  

For more information on climate change, visit http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/impacts-adaptation/
agriculture.html.  

Did You Know?  To date, October-March temperatures are the coldest since 1899 – but they will 
rise some before the end of the month – and may pass 1912. 77% of the US has been below normal 
temperature since October 1. 

http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/impacts-adaptation/agriculture.html�
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/impacts-adaptation/agriculture.html�
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/impacts-adaptation/agriculture.html�
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/impacts-adaptation/agriculture.html�
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Prevention Partners offers Regional Screenings for retirees, employees that have missed a screening held 
at their own workplace, and those whose worksites are too small to host their own screening. Those 
subscribing to the State Health Plan and BlueChoice will have the opportunity to participate in a Regional 
Screening on April 10 & 11, 2014 on the 15th floor of the Capital Center Building, located at 
1201 Main Street in Columbia, SC.  

YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED OF THE EARLIEST APPOINTMENT TIME AVAILABLE BY EMAIL.  If you 
have any questions, please email Carolina Occupational Health Screening Group at 
ericwpatch@gmail.com or call 864-834-9078.  

Columbia Screening 
Date: April 10-11, 2014 
Time: 8 am until noon 
Where:  15th floor of the Capital Center Building, located at 1201 Main Street in Columbia, SC.  

Registration Deadline:  April 4  This screening is available for just a $15 co-payment.  

To register, please complete and mail the registration form attached along with a check for 
$15 made payable to COHSG to the following address:  

COHSG – Columbia Screening 
P.O. Box 606 

Travelers Rest, SC 29690 

Registration forms, screening components, terms and conditions ,optional tests available, and 
dates for other upcoming screenings are posted online one month prior to the screening at http://
www.eip.sc.gov/prevention/.  

Screening Components 
Health risk appraisal - a complete wellness profile 
Lipid profile - Total cholesterol, LDL, HDL, and Triglycerides 
Chemistry profile - Blood Urea Nitrogen (BUN) and Creatinine, Glucose, Electrolytes, Chloride and 
Bicarbonate 
Hemogram- Red and white blood cell count, Hemoglobin, and Hematocrit 
Also includes Blood Pressure, Height and Weight 

 There is a 12-hour fast prior to your screening (you may have water and any required medications 
you may be taking)  

 Participants are required to complete all components of this health screening. This includes height, 
weight, blood pressure, blood draw, and paperwork.  

 Your insurance card ID number will be required the day of the screening for claim filing  
 Insurance allows for ONE Prevention Partners screening per calendar year (January-December) 

Spouses covered by eligible employees and retirees can participate for a $15 co-payment. Dependent 
children are not eligible. 

 Spouses covered by eligible employees and retirees can participate for a $15 co-payment  
 

Optional Tests 
Below is a list of the most popular optional tests and their prices. These optional tests are not required in 
the basic screening because they are not recommended by the US Preventive Services Task Force for 
group screenings. Insurance is not filed for these tests, as they are out of pocket expenses. To add any 
of these tests to your basic screening, please make a separate check out to COHSG and present it to 
your healthcare provider the day of the screening.  

 Thyroid $10      CA-125 $30    Vitamin D, 25-Hydroxy $56  

Prostate-Specific Antigen (PSA) $22  Hemoglobin A1c $30   Blood Type $17  

C-Reactive Protein (CRP) $17   Homocysteine $42 

HUMAN RESOURCES—Lynn Rivers 
Columbia Health Screening 

http://www.eip.sc.gov/prevention/�
http://www.eip.sc.gov/prevention/�
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MONTH and YEAR TO DATE 
COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5 AND 10 YEAR AVERAGE 
 
Time Period         MARCH              JULY-MAR       FISCAL YEAR 
                Fires    Acres       Fires     Acres   Fires     Acres 
5 Year Average    427  4,352.1       1,694  11,018.3   2,145  17,751.4 
10 Year Average   601  5,077.2       1,939  11,618.9   2,605  17,747.7 
Current FY¹       281  1,377.9       1,156   4,677.8   1,156   4,677.8 
¹To date for current fiscal year 
 

Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina 

Fire Weather Outlook 
Fire Season Timing  

California continues to experience significant fire potential earlier than 
normal. Poor snowpack and severe precipitation deficits have left a much 
larger area susceptible to significant fire much earlier than is typical for the 
state. Recent precipitation has mitigated concerns in the short-term but 
will not be enough to eliminate potential completely. Expect a higher than 
normal ignition potential in California to continue through the outlook 
period, especially during dry wind events.  

Some potential exists for earlier than normal fire season conditions across 
eastern New Mexico and western Texas. Significant grass crops are present 
and will be available to burn with dry wind events. It is expected, however, 
that spring rains will increase across the Southwest and reduce some of 
this threat at least through mid-Spring.  

Drought will increase the possibility of earlier than normal fire conditions 
across southern portions of the Great Basin, especially in Nevada. 
However, recent precipitation will move this possibility later into April and 
May.  

Adequate precipitation for several months and a much colder than normal 
winter should keep fire activity below normal for much of the Eastern and 
Southern Areas. The exception is the upper-Mississippi Valley where drier 
than normal winter conditions have slightly increased the potential for 
earlier than normal fire activity.  

The rest of the U.S. is outside of its typical fire season and is not expected 
to deviate much from normal fire activity.  
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The History Corner   
NOW AND THEN 

For the next few Bulletins I will be comparing old and recent photos of areas around the agency 
and state.  Our state has changed tremendously since most of us were born, and the agency 
has drastically changed since it was created in 1927. Enjoy the changes! 

If you have any photos you would like to share, just send them to me! 

 

Environmental Education “Nature Walks” 
 

South Carolina Forestry Commission 
Employee—Weekly News Bulletin 

PO Box 21707 
Columbia, SC 29221 
5500 Broad River Road 
Columbia, SC 29212 
Phone: 803-896-8800 
Fax: 803-798-8097 
E-mail: scfc@scfc.gov 
Editor: Michelle Johnson 

Log on:  
www.trees.sc.gov 

Harold Guerard, park naturalist at Poinsett State Park (when 
state parks were a part of the SCFC) takes a group of boys 
on a nature hike in the 1950’s. [In 1967, all of the state 
parks were transferred to the newly formed Department of 
Parks, Recreation, and Tourism.] 

Jerry Shrum handles a small snake in 2008 on a trail at 
Harbison State Forest. 

The Forestry Commission has been 
involved in education since it began in 
1927. “Nature walks” are still popular 
today with school children and other 
groups wanting to learn about the 
forests in their back yard. 
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