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Good day,
Our communications and messaging continue to 
gain traction at the State House and beyond!

Last month in this column I laid out the 
agency’s budget request for the year and 
highlighted the Governor’s recognition 
of our top priorities in his Executive 
Budget.  To recap, the Governor’s 
budget fully funded our employee 
benefits and retention request and 
includes $5 million, non-recurring, for 
firefighting equipment.  This was a very 
good start for our budget.  
Since that time the House Ways and 
Means Committee has introduced the 
FY19-20 General Appropriations Bill.  
I’m happy to say that the House Ways 
and Means Committee also recognized 
our top two budget priorities this year.  
The Appropriations Bill, as introduced, 
follows the Governor’s lead and funds 
our request for employee recruitment 
and retention at $1.45 million.  It also 
includes $1 million recurring and $1 
million non-recurring for firefighting 
equipment.  While short of our total 
request this is excellent progress as 
members of the Committee put half 
of the recurring funding we need 
for firefighting equipment in this 
year’s budget and put enough non-

recurring on the line to ensure that the 
Commission will be able to purchase 
at least 11 new firefighting units in 
the new fiscal year.  This is critical as 
we need to purchase 11 – 12 units 
every year to stay on track to replace 
all frontline dozer units by 2026 and 
maintain a 15-year replacement cycle 
thereafter.  We are getting traction, and 
I really appreciate the Ways and Means 
Committee’s efforts on this. 
The House version of the 
Appropriations Bill includes a couple 
of other things that Commission 
employees will appreciate.  A two 
percent general increase is included 
for state employees who earn less than 
$100,000.  The bill also proposes 
to increase reimbursement rates for 
meals while traveling.  In-state meal 
reimbursement will be increased to 
up to $35/day, and out-of-state meal 
reimbursements will be increased to up 
to $50/day.  
The Appropriations Bill moves to 
the floor of the House this week 
for debate and adoption.  We will 
continue to monitor the bill and look Learn to Burn Workshop 
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highlight the Commission in new 
ways.  Many of you have seen the 
Bradford/Callery pear video that our 
communications staff produced with 
assistance from David Jenkins, Tyler 
Greiner, and Trip Miller.  To date 
this video has been viewed more than 
21,000 times on our Facebook page and 
has spawned news stories in The State, 
Greenville News, Charlotte Observer, 
and even USA Today.  I appreciate each 
of them stepping up to the challenge 
and helping us tell our story and 
encourage other employees to do the 
same thing.  
Our communications and public 
information team (Doug Wood, 
Justin Holt, and Michelle Johnson) 
do an outstanding job promoting the 
Commission and have played an integral 
role in the majority of the successful 
communications listed above.  Recently 
I was notified that, for the fourth year 
in a row, the Commission has been 
recognized by the SC State Library 
with a Notable State Document Award 
for our recently published “Forest 

Trees of South Carolina, 2nd Edition.”  
Congratulations to all of our employees 
worked on this project, including 
contributors Chisolm Beckham, Scott 
Danskin, David Jenkins and Byron 
Rominger.
Finally, many of you will notice as 
you flip through this edition of Tree 
Country that we are no longer using 
the title Sector Supervisor.  I personally 
have never liked this title since it really 
doesn’t describe to persons outside our 
organization what the position does.  So 
as we were already conducting a review 
of our internal titles related to a report 
we must file with the Department of 
Administration, we elected to make 
a change.  Going forward we will be 
using the title Sector Fire Management 
Officer (FMO).  Scott Ulmer and Wade 
Truesdale get the honor of being the first 
to be recognized in print with this new 
title on page four.  Congratulations to 
Scott on his new position and to Wade 
for graduating from the Criminal Justice 
Academy!

The cover photo features a photo of a palmetto in the 
Carolina sky over Charleston.

for opportunities to work with the 
members of the House and Senate to 
improve our budget going forward.  
It’s very important that we retain the 
funding for recruitment and retention 
and build on the firefighting equipment 
allocation to try and get the full $2 
million in recurring funds.  
Much of our success at the State House 
can be attributed to communications 
and partnerships.  Our Commissioners 
understand how critical our budget 
requests are and have stepped up to 
help us tell our story.  Several have 
participated in our budget hearings or 
made personal contacts with members 
of the General Assembly.  Others have 
worked with our communications 
and public information staff to place 
editorials supporting our budget request 
in newspapers around the state.  To 
date, editorials have been placed in 
the Greenwood Index-Journal (by 
Commissioner Brad Thompson), 
Seneca Journal (by Commissioner 
Jesse Neville), South Strand News (by 
Commissioner Josh Sandt), and The 
Times and Democrat (by Commissioner 
Mac Rhodes).  
Partners have also helped us amplify our 
messaging.  The Forestry Association of 
South Carolina, Palmetto Agribusiness 
Council, Audubon South Carolina, and 
the South Carolina Wildlife Federation 
all participated in our budget hearings 
and provided letters of support for our 
budget request.  Just last week the South 
Carolina Tree Farm Committee held 
its annual legislative day, and nearly 50 
Tree Farmers visited the State House 
to talk with members of the General 
Assembly about the importance of 
forestry, issues affecting them and 
support of the Commission’s budget 
request.  
Several employees have stepped up 
recently to help us tell our story and 

On the Cover

Georgetown Sector Forestry Technician Jonathan York works around a 45-acre nighttime prescribed burn in 
Williamsburg County Feb. 15. (Photo taken by Williamsburg Sector Forestry Technician Clay Cooper)

See if you can find the hidden 
dozer located somewhere in this 
issue of Tree Country. (It will be 
smaller that the one to the left.)
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This safety message comes from the National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) Risk Management Committee’s Six 
Minutes for Safety Program. https://www.nwcg.gov/committee/6mfs

LEADERSHIP
An important aspect of safety is individual responsibility. Even with the best supervision, each individual firefighter will 
occasionally be required to make personal decisions concerning their own safety. It is important that individual responsibility 
be taught as the basis of a viable safety program. Some of those individual responsibilities are:
• Fitness for duty. Begin each work shift both mentally and physically prepared for the rigors of wildland firefighting. 

Getting adequate sleep, maintaining a healthy diet, and proactively participating in physical training are the foundations 
of “My Safety.”

• Use of personal protective equipment.  Wear your PPE without being told. Each individual is responsible for 
performing their own risk assessments. If a hazard is identified that can be mitigated by wearing a particular PPE 
component it should be used. Fireline supervisors have more important duties to focus on other than performing glove 
patrol.

• Following safe work practices. Using a spotter when backing up vehicles is the prudent and professional course of 
action. If you are unsure of how to perform a job task safely, ask your supervisor or an experienced coworker.

• Using the correct reference materials is an important aspect of safety. You should have a working knowledge of the 
Red Book, IRPG, and your local operating guidelines.

• Ensure instructions are clearly understood. Communication is a basic responsibility for all fire personnel. Ask 
appropriate questions to clarify uncertain issues. Speak up when you observe hazards that may place yourself or others at 
risk.

• Maintain situational awareness at all times. Awareness is a vital component of “My Safety.” Pay attention to what 
is happening around your area of operations. Always display an awareness of what is happening around you by asking 
questions or making comments.

Summary:  Do not expect someone else to be 
responsible for your safety. Take it upon yourself 
to make “My Safety” your number one priority.

Anderson/Greenville/
Oconee/Pickens Project 
Forester Trey Cox 
assesses the situation 
around him.

https://www.nwcg.gov/committee/6mfs
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Employee News

Calhoun/Orangeburg Sector Fire Management Officer Wade Truesdale graduated from the Criminal Justice Law Enforcement 
Academy Feb. 8 and was sworn in as an officer with the Commission Feb. 13.

Personnel News

Wade was supported at his graduation by Dorchester/Orangeburg Sector Fire Management 
Officer Thad Wimberly, Coastal Assistant Regional Forester Kip Terry, Deputy State Forester Tom 
Patton, Law Enforcement Chief Tommy Mills, Coastal Region Law Enforcement Investigator 
Danny Collins, Pee Dee Law Enforcement Investigator Winn McCaskill, Dorchester/Orangeburg 
Sector Forestry Technician Blake Weathers, Santee Unit Forester Anneta Pritchard, Coastal 
Regional Forester Calvin Bailey, and Edisto Unit Forester Pete Stuckey.

Calhoun/
Orangeburg 
Sector Fire 
Management 
Officer Wade 
Truesdale  
salutes his 
training officer 
after graduating.

Georgetown Sector Forestry Technician Caroline Altman resigned Feb. 16 to take a position with the North Carolina Forest 
Service. 
Drake Carroll has been promoted to Statewide Firewise Coordinator effective Feb. 17. Congratulations, Drake!
Bamberg/Colleton Sector Forestry Technician Scott Ulmer has been promoted to Bamberg/Colleton Sector Fire Management 
Officer Feb. 17. Congratulations, Scott!
Calhoun/Orangeburg Project Forester Bud Sypert resigned Feb. 28.
Kershaw/Lee Sector Forestry Technician Jerry Bragg retired March 4. Jerry worked 
for the agency 12 years. Congratulations, Jerry!

Law 
Enforcement 
Chief Tommy 
Mills swears in 
Wade Truesdale 
as an officer.

Truesdale Graduates, Becomes LE Officer

Sector Supervisor’ title changing to ‘Sector Fire Management Officer’ (FMO)
The agency is conducting a review of internal job titles that has prompted a change in one of our most visible job 
classifications. Sector supervisors – those individuals who manage our fire control activities in the counties – will now 
be referred to as Sector Fire Management Officers. One of the reasons for this change was that the term “supervisor” 
was not meaningfully descriptive, as there are many other jobs in the agency that are supervisory in nature; the new 
title more accurately reflects and describes the job duties these personnel perform. This new title change is effective 
immediately.

- Lynn RIvers

Human Resources

IMPORTANT!!!



March 2019 5

Take Control of  Your Blood Pressure

Walmart Vision Centers Join EyeMed Network

When claiming same-day meals, along with the departure and arrival times for the day, please also include the specific reason 
for the meal reimbursement on the travel reimbursement form.  As stated in the policy dated 6/11/2018, employees will be 
reimbursed for meals not associated with an overnight stay only under the following circumstances:

1. Employee is dispatched for emergency response activities.  
2. Employee is engaged in an after-hours or weekend meeting as part of their official duties.
3. Employee is engaged in an Incident Management Team exercise.
4. Employee is engaged in agency-required training as part of their official duties.
5. Employee is engaged in an activity with written prior approval of the State Forester.

If there are any questions, please let Cathy Nordeen know. CNordeen@scfc.gov or by phone (803)896-8865.

Same-Day Meal Reimbursement Reminder

IMPORTANT!!!

February is heart health month. A good way to keep your heart healthy is 
to take control of your blood pressure. High blood pressure—also known as 
hypertension—can be a silent killer. Heart disease and stroke, which may be caused 
by high blood pressure, are the two leading causes of death in the U.S. Only a 
fraction of those with hypertension have it under control.
Did you know that there are 10 lifestyle changes that can lower your blood pressure 
without medication? State Health Plan members can make some simple changes to improve their heart health.
• Lose weight
• Exercise at least 150 minutes a week
• Eat a diet rich in whole grains, fruits, vegetables
• Reduce sodium in your diet
• Drink alcohol in moderation
• Quit smoking
• Cut back on caffeine
• Reduce your personal stress
• Monitor your blood pressure regularly
• Get support
Lifestyle changes can help reduce your risk, but if you are concerned about your heart health, talk with your doctor. Find 
more information about high blood pressure and heart-related screenings under the Live Healthy section at www.StateSC.
SouthCarolinaBlues.com.  You can also get on-the-go health information sent to your mobile phone. Dial (844) 284-5417 or 
text “Perks” to 735-29.

Human Resources
- Allison Doherty

State Vision Plan members can now use their vision benefits at Walmart Vision Centers. Members can use in-network benefits 
for both exams and materials at most Walmart locations; however, in some instances, in-network benefits may be applied for 
either eye exams or materials, but not both.
Get more information about the State Vision Plan online at www.eyemedvisioncare.com/pebaoe or call EyeMed Customer 
Service at (877) 735-9314.

mailto:CNordeen@scfc.gov
http://www.StateSC.SouthCarolinaBlues.com
http://www.StateSC.SouthCarolinaBlues.com
http://www.eyemedvisioncare.com/pebaoe


March 20196

34200STGP-2-2017BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

Source: Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine

Eat Red 
Heart Health

for

Red meat can  
increase your risk of  

cardiovascular disease.  
But there are plenty  
of red foods that’ll  

keep your heart healthy!

Tart Cherries
Nutrient: Vitamin A

One cup of tart cherries has 39% of 
your daily vitamin A.

Tomatoes
Nutrient: Lycopene

Tomatoes are high in lycopene,  
a powerful antioxidant.

Kidney Beans
Nutrient: Fiber

You can get 44% of your daily fiber  
with one cup of kidney beans.

Red Lentils
Nutrient: Protein

Just one cup of red lentils 
has 18 grams of protein.

Beets
Nutrient: Betaine

Beets contain betaine, a compound seen to protect 
blood vessels from artery-clogging plaque.

Strawberries
Nutrient: Vitamin C

One cup of strawberries 
provides 141% of your daily 
vitamin C intake.
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In an email from Denise Smith of the Williamsburg Conservation District to Black River Unit Forester Ron Holt regarding 
the success of the Learn to Burn Worskhop Feb. 5:

Ron,
All I have heard is positive feedback from the workshop. I asked my board members and the staff for their comments and 
here is what I have gotten:
“I enjoyed it very much, thought it was well organized and points were expressed consistently across to audience.”
“I thought it was excellent, well developed, well presented.  The speakers in the field were a great help.”
“I had many people say they enjoyed it and learned a lot.  The participants were well prepared. It was obvious that The 
Forestry People love what they do.”
“The workshop was well done and I enjoyed it.  When asked if he had any suggestions for improvement, he said if he had 
to make a suggestion, it would be to ID the underbrush more since most of us don’t what know some of the plants are.  
Like gallberry.”
Denise Smith
Williamsburg Conservation District

Service Awards for March 
Employee’s Name   Position    Location   State Service  
Libby Martin   Dispatch Operations Coordinator Statewide   30 years

Firewise & Prevention Coordinator Drake Carroll is presented 
his 10-year service certificate from State Forester Scott 
Phillips.

State Forester Scott Phillips presents Deputy Law Enforcement 
Chief Jonathan Calore his 20-year service award.

Equipment Maintenance Manager Rufus Roberts 
receives his 30-year certificate from Equipment 
Coordinator Doug Mills Feb. 26.
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CURRENT JOB OPENINGS
For complete information on SCFC  job openings visit http://www.jobs.sc.gov, click on the 
mouse, search by agency for “Forestry”.

www.jobs.sc.gov

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Forestry Technician I    Closing Date/Time:   Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $22,182.00   Max: $23,291.00
Location:   Jasper County, South Carolina  

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Trades Specialist III     Closing Date/Time:   Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $22,182.00   Max: $28,000.00
Location:  Sumter County, South Carolina  

Job Title: Program Coordinator II - Tree Improvement Specialist  Closing Date/Time:  Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $39,960.00  Max: $56,947.00
Location:  Jasper County, South Carolina 

Job Title: Administrative Manager II    Closing Date/Time:   3/17/19  11:59 PM
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $59,161.00   Max: $84,309.00
Location:   Richland County, South Carolina  

Job Title: Forester II - Stewardship      Closing Date/Time:  Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $46,242.00  Max: $48,554.00
Location: Darlington County, South Carolina 

Job Title: Forester II - Urban      Closing Date/Time:  3/25/2019 11:59 PM
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $46,242.00  Max: $48,554.00
Location: Berkeley County, South Carolina 
Job Title: Forester II - Urban      Closing Date/Time:  3/25/2019 11:59 PM
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $46,242.00  Max: $48,554.00
Location: Darlington County, South Carolina 

Fun Tree Facts
Oaks
Oak belongs to the genus Quercus of the beech, or Fagaceae family. There 
are approximately 600 extant species of oaks. Oak trees are native to the 
Northern hemisphere and are found from cool temperate to tropical latitudes 
in the Americas, Asia, Europe, and North Africa. Most species of oak trees are 
deciduous; only a few are evergreen. The usual lifespan of an oak is about 200 
years, but some live over 1,000 years. Oak trees grow to an average height of 
about 50 to 70 feet and have a spread of as much as 50 feet from branch to 
branch when fully grown.

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Forester I    Closing Date/Time:  Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $37,000.00  Max: $39,590.00
Location: Richland County, South Carolina 

https://agency.governmentjobs.com/sc/default.cfm?&promotionaljobs=0&transfer=0
www.jobs.sc.gov
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The forest products industry is one of the pillars of South Carolina’s economy, and exports make a 
significant contribution to the state’s income and employment, hence the importance of international 
promotion in growing our markets to improve the health and prosperity of our forests. The Central 
American region is experiencing increases in population, tourism and deforestation, which together are 
driving a greater need for imported forest products in general, and solid wood products in particular. 
Nevertheless, the U.S. South’s share of this market is relatively low, and work is yet to be done to develop its 
potential. The goal of this mission was to offer attending companies a personalized agenda of one-on-one 
meetings with and site visits to prospective customers to create new business opportunities and learn about 
the market.

Participants took a field trip to Forestal Rio Grande Teak Plantation as part of the Costa Rica trade mission.  From left to right are the plantation’s co-owner Francisco Sage, 
Cameron Lumber co-owner Randy Hunt, SCFC Forest Products Marketing Specialist Edgar Arias, SCFC Resource Development Director Tim Adams, Green Link Industries President 
Ched Kearse and Luis Sage, Jr. and Luis Sage, Sr. of Forestal Rio Grande.

Forestry Commission leads 
trade mission to Costa Rica

The South Carolina Forestry 
Commission conducted a trade mission 
to Costa Rica Feb. 11-15 with the goal 
of developing new markets for wood 
products from the state. This effort was 
led by SCFC Forest Products Marketing 
Specialist Edgar Arias and SCFC 
Resource Development Director Tim 
Adams; both were joined by two South 
Carolina businesses: Cameron Lumber, 
represented by co-owner Randy Hunt, 
and Green Link Industries, Inc., 
represented by president Ched Kearse.

The team arrived Monday, Feb. 11 at 
Juan Santamaría Airport, located in the 

city of Alajuela, 12 miles west from the 
capital of San Jose. February is one of 
the best times to travel to Costa Rica: 
it is still dry season, temperatures are 
around 75 degrees, humidity is low, 
and the trade winds arrive from the 
northeast.

The core of the mission’s program began 
the next morning with a workshop 
covering essential aspects of the Costa 
Rican market and doing business with 
local companies. Mr. Erick Wolff, 
Regional Senior Commercial Officer for 
the U.S. Commercial Service, provided 
detailed background information on 

the country, delved into the prospects 
for the building sector, listed future 
infrastructure projects and offered 
insights on opportunities and challenges 
in the market.

Julie Morin, Regional Agricultural 
Attaché with USDA Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FAS), reviewed 
trends and best prospects in the trade 
of U.S. agricultural commodities 
with Costa Rica and reviewed the 
services offered by her office to support 
U.S. exporters: trade policy, market 
development, export assistance and data 
analysis. Representing the National
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Forestry Office, Sebastian Ugalde 
provided a comprehensive study of the 
local wood market, its opportunities 
and challenges for American exporters. 
An overview of the phytosanitary 
import requirements for wood 
products was later delivered by Magda 
Gonzales, executive director of the 
C.R. Phytosanitary Service. Edgar 
Arias closed the event with an update 
on wood products exports from South 
Carolina.

After lunch, participating companies 
began business sessions with potential 
buyers. A selected group of builders, 
furniture manufacturers, building 
materials companies, furniture materials 
suppliers and wood brokers congregated 
at the hotel to participate in one-on-
one meetings with Mr. Hunt and Mr. 
Kearse to share about their companies, 
learn from Cameron Lumber and 
Green Link, and discuss their product 
requirements.

The mission’s team then moved to El 
Pedregal Convention Center to attend 
the opening to “Expo Construcción y 
Vivienda 2019,” the major construction 
and housing trade show in the country. 
Following a plan of visits prepared in 
advance by SCFC, the team learned 
about the country’s housing market 
and future development projects and 
networked with exhibitors in the 
construction materials section.

On Thursday morning, participating 
companies and the SCFC team traveled 
west to the town of Las Juntas in the 
province of Guanacaste for a field trip to 
“Forestal Río Grande,” a teak plantation 
owned and managed by Dr. Luis Sage, 

former professor and department head 
of the School of Forestry at Costa Rica 
Tech. 

After arriving in Las Juntas, the 
team toured three of the company’s 
plantations, where they learned 
about teak and its properties, stand 
management practices, top markets, 
opportunities and roadblocks for 
commercialization. The mission’s 
program for the SCFC team included 
an additional field trip the next day.

On Friday morning, Adams and Arias 
traveled east to the province of Cartago, 
where Costa Rica Tech is located, to 
visit Dr. Olman Murillo and Mr. Diego 
Camacho, professors at the School of 
Forestry.

Dr. Murillo, a graduate of North 
Carolina State University who leads 
the tree improvement program at C.R. 

Tech, guided a tour of their Molecular 
Genetics Laboratory and spent time 
with the SCFC comparing notes about 
their program (Tim Adams, also an NC 
State graduate, leads the commission’s 
own tree improvement program).

Camacho, who is also an investigator 
for the university’s Forestry Innovation 
Research Center, provided instrumental 
support through the marketing research, 
planning and recruitment of buyers 
for the trade mission. During the 
visit, he talked about the university’s 
efforts to promote the use of wood in 
construction and showcased student-
developed wood housing prototypes. 
The group also discussed future 
opportunities to educate the local 
market on U.S. wood products.

The SCFC team returned home safely 
the following day.

The South Carolina trade mission was the first of its kind 
in Costa Rica according to the USDA Foreign Agricultural 
Service.  Here Randy Hunt meets with a local building 
materials distributor.

The South Carolina trade mission was the first of its kind in Costa Rica according to the USDA Foreign Agricultural 
Service. Above, left, Green Link Industries President Ched Kearse discusses hardwood panel products with a local 
furniture materials supplier. At right, Cameron Lumber co-owner Randy Hunt discusses southern yellow pine wood 
properties with a local building contractor.

Attending the opening session of the 2019 Costa Rica Trade Mission were, from left to right, Luis Sage of Forestal Rio 
Grande (FRG), SCFC Resource Development Director Tim Adams, Laura Calzada of USDA FAS, Randy Hunt of Cameron 
Lumber, Julie Morin of USDA FAS, Ched Kearse of Green Link, Magda Gonzales of the Costa Rica Phytosanitary 
Service, Francisco Sage & Luis Sage, Jr. of FRG, Sebastian Ugalde of the Costa Rica National Forestry Office, and SCFC 
Forest Products Marketing Specialist Edgar Arias.
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Black River Unit Puts on Learn to Burn Field Day for Landowners

Dillon/Florence Project Forester Chet Foyle 
gets ready to string fire.

Williamsburg Sector Forestry Technician Clay Cooper 
strings fire on the outside perimeter.

Black River
- Ron Holt

The South Carolina Forestry Commission, in partnership 
with the Williamsburg Soil & Water Conservation District, 
conducted an eight-acre prescribed burn demonstration 
and training field day Feb. 5 on Ruth Brown’s property in 
Williamsburg County. The workshop was held for landowners 
with low to moderate burning experience.  
Forestry Commission personnel led the instruction and 
demonstration of the prescribed burning process, and 
Williamsburg Soil & Water Conservation District provided 
lunch for the attendees.
Twenty-three landowners and a television crew from WPDE 
attended the event. Leading the instruction was Black River Unit 
Forester Ron Holt. The Burn Boss for the burn demonstration 
was Georgetown/Williamsburg Project Forester GraceAnna 
Cooper. Assisting with the burn were Dillon/Florence Project 
Forester Chet Foyle, Williamsburg Sector FMO Terry Cook, 
Williamsburg Sector Forestry Technician Clay Cooper and 
Georgetown Sector Forestry Technician Brad Jones on the dozer.
Participants learned why it is important to burn their woods and 
the proper planning and techniques. Some useful tools to have 
on hand were covered, as well as liability issues and opportunities 
for assistance.

Black River Unit Forester Ron Holt  explains different firing techniques.

Landowners pay attention to the information on burning.

Burn Boss GraceAnna Cooper monitors the fire on an ATV.Georgetown/Williamsburg Project Forester 
GraceAnna Cooper shows the fuels in the stand.

Georgetown Sector Forestry Technician Brad Jones  gets ready to 
plow another firebreak.
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Do you have a suggestion about how to improve SCFC equipment?  Is there an equipment issue that you feel needs to be 
resolved?  Well, turn to your Regional Equipment Committee for help!   
The Regional Equipment Committees are made up of one Sector Fire Management Officer (FMO) and one forestry technician 
per zone, a mechanic, and the Assistant Regional Forester.  They will meet as a group twice a year, but they have been asked to 
attend monthly meetings within their zones to gather information on equipment needs and concerns.  This information will be 
compiled at the regional meeting and will be brought forward to the State Equipment Committee meeting in Columbia.  
The State Committee meets twice a year as well.  It is made up of one FMO and one forestry technician per region, three 
Assistant Regional Foresters, Equipment Maintenance Manager Rufus Roberts, and Equipment Manager Doug Mills.  Each 
regional committee presents their findings to the State Committee and they will 
determine a list of equipment priorities that need to be addressed.  
The first State Equipment Committee meeting was held Jan. 16.  Some of the items 
to work on included adding more strobe lights to the new enclosed cab dozers 
so they are more visible at night, installing the plow controls in a more accessible position in the new dozers, and installing 
brighter back-up lights on new transports.  We also reviewed the specifications on the enclosed cab dozers so we could put out 
a bid for the next dozer contract.  Representatives from the company Gyrotrac were also on hand to demonstrate one of their 
new mulching machines.
I greatly appreciate everyone on these committees as they take time out of their busy schedules to attend meetings and bring 
this information forward to be discussed.  The members of each committee are listed below.  Please feel free to speak to them 
about your equipment concerns, and as always, I am only a phone call away if you would like to speak to me directly at (803) 
530-0063.  
Coastal    Piedmont  Pee Dee   State Committee
Kip Terry  Brad Bramlett  James Brunson  Doug Mills
Terrell Smith  Ray Cassell  Shawn Feldner  Rufus Roberts
Gray Vallentine  Sam St. Louis  Brandon Craig  Kip Terry
Andy Johnson  Jon Barker  Wayne Smith   James Brunson
Thad Wimberly  Stephen Patterson Roger Horton  Brad Bramlett
Ronnie Jones  Nelson Wilson  Eric Brown  Shawn Feldner
Michael Black  Phillip Reddick  Dennis Weaver  Wayne Smith
Scotty Harrington David Bagwell     Stephen Patterson
Jonathan Berry  Jim Zelenak     David Bagwell
Rufus Roberts  Kevin Garner     Thad Wimberly
          Ronnie Jones

Regional Equipment Committees Available to Help

Equipment
- Doug Mills

Transports and 
dozers are the 
staple in our 
firefighting 
arsenal.
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Remember South Carolina’s State Forests at Tax Time
The South Carolina Forestry Commission encourages citizens to make 
a charitable contribution to the SC State Forests Fund on their tax 
returns. 
Taxpayers have the opportunity to support the five state forests - 
Harbison, Manchester, Poe Creek, Sand Hills and Wee Tee - by making 
a check-off contribution on their state tax returns using  Form I-330.
South Carolina’s state forest system receives no state funding and relies 
solely on timber receipts, pine straw sales and recreational permit 
revenue for its operating funds. “We’re completely self-supporting, so 
any money we receive from the check-off program goes directly back 
into these forests and facilities,” said Mike Shealy, SCFC state lands 
manager.
The State Forests Fund check-off program has raised more than 
$112,000 in the eight years since its inception, with all of the money 
used to make improvements and repairs that directly benefit visitors and 
enhance their experience on state forest lands. Your support is helping 
the state forests carry out their mission to be healthy, productive, 
forested ecosystems, improving the quality of life of South Carolina’s 
citizens through the environmental, educational, economic, and 
recreational benefits of active forest management.
Not only do the state forests support themselves, but they also provide 
funding to school systems in the counties that host them, giving more 
than $743,000 to school districts in 10 counties last year alone.
How To Give To The SC State Forests Fund:

1. Enter the amount of your donation on Line 28 of your 
individual income tax form, S.C. Form 1040. 

2. Then enter the amount of your donation on Line 15 of S.C. Tax Form I-330, then again on Line 18.
3. Attach S.C. Tax Form I-330 to your tax filing or give it to your professional tax preparer.

Contributions go to fund  improvements like this dock at Sand Hills State 
Forest.

Congratulations to Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens Sector 
Forestry Technician Colton Webb. He is the proud new father of 
baby Cannon Maxwell Webb born on Valentine’s Day! 
Cannon weighed 7 lbs., was 20 inches long and is Colton’s first 
child.
Mother, Erica, and Cannon are doing great. 

Webb a Proud First-Time Father

Colton and wife Erica 
with Cannon.

https://dor.sc.gov/forms-site/Forms/I330_2017.pdf
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Georgetown Sector FMO Branson Tisdale strings fire on a prescribed burn Jan. 30 in 
Williamsburg County.

Georgetown /Williamsburg Project Forester GraceAnna Cooper is happy to finally be 
prescribed burning.  This was a small 6.5-acre tract of 15-year-old  longleaf pine.

Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens Sector Forestry Technician 
Colton Webb received a few scratches after running into 
briars while stringing fire.

Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens Sector FMO Dale Curry sent in this photo of a crew waiting at a prescribed burn on 
Dr. Walt McPhail’s property in Abbeville County Feb. 1.  West Unit Forester Michael Weeks and Forestry Technicians 
Brian Parnell and Colton Webb assisted on the burn.

(left) Williamsburg Sector FMO Terry Cook on a prescribed burn Feb. 5 in Williamsburg County.  (middle) Terry and Georgetown Sector Forestry Technician 
Brad Jones gets a drip torch ready to burn. (right) Brad Jones gets instructions on where to plow.
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Air Operations Meeting

Protection
- Darryl  Jones

DID YOU KNOW?
In South Carolina, it is illegal to kill any snake on PRT land. That is also a misdemeanor and can carry a fine of $200 or 30 
days in jail. (Title 51 – Parks, Recreation and Tourism, Chap. 3, State Parks, Sec. 51-3-145 (B)).

SECTION 51-3-145. Certain acts unlawful at state parks.
It shall be unlawful for any person to commit any of the following acts at any park or facility under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism:
(B) Killing, harming, or harassing any mammal, bird, reptile, or amphibian, except by permit issued by the department or by permit issued by the South 
Carolina Department of Natural Resources for designated Game Management Areas.

There are more than forty species of snakes in Georgia and South Carolina. Chances are the one you 
stumble across in your yard is not one of the six venomous ones in our region. 
Many of us have children and pets, and their safety is our number one concern. The suggested thing 
to do is to get a water hose. Snakes don’t like trauma, so if you get a cold water hose and you just spray 
them really hard, they’re going to head the other direction.
If you find a venomous snake in your yard, trying to kill it can put your life in danger. In fact, most bites 
occur when people are trying to kill a snake.
Snakes serve a big role in our ecosystem. They control rodent populations and serve as food for other 
animals. Certain types of snakes will even eat venomous snakes.

Staff (above and below) meet to discuss various air operations and processes Feb. at the HQ.

A state wide Air Operations meeting was held Feb. 
20 at SCFC headquarters. In this meeting, led by 
Protection Chief (and Air Operations Manager) 
Darryl Jones and Chief Pilot Sam Anderson, all 
SCFC full-time and temporary pilots along with 
representatives from dispatch and each region 
attended. 
The group reviewed the air operations manual, 
maintenance needs for aircraft, communications 
needs, and dispatch processes for aviation. Notes 
and information shared during this meeting are 
being incorporated into the SCFC Air Operations 
Manual that will be sent to the Federal Aviation 
Administration for approval.
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Jones Addresses Greenville Forestry & Wildlife Society

South Carolina Firsts
This milestone occurred in South Carolina and was the first of its kind in the United States.

First cotton exported to England – 1764
The custom house in London, England recorded a shipment of 8 bales of cotton from Charles Town.

Forest Protection Chief Darryl Jones gave a presentation on prescribed fire 
and landowner services offered by the Forestry Commission at the Greenville 
County Forestry and Wildlife Society meeting Feb. 19 at the University Center in 
Greenville.
Jones explained how well planned and carefully conducted prescribed burns 
improve forest health, benefit wildlife, and reduce the severity of wildfires. 
Prescribed burns are mostly done by private landowners in South Carolina, and 
Jones provided information about state laws and liability related to burning in the 
Palmetto State and the Certified Prescribed Fire Manager course offered by the 
Forestry Commission. Jones also went over the services the Forestry Commission 
offers to landowners, including prescribed burning, firebreak plowing and free 
diagnosis of insects and diseases affecting forest resources in the state.
Forestry Commission Chair Walt McPhail emceed the meeting and presented 
Jones with a carved wooden face as a thank you for giving the presentation. 

Information
- Justin Holt

Commissioner Walt 
McPhail presented Darryl 
with a carved wooden face  
from the Greenville County 
Forestry and Wildlife 
Society.

Protection Chief Darryl Jones explains how fires can 
be good.

McPhail endorses our new Tree ID book at the meeting.

Attendees are welcomed by Walt.
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SPB Coordinator Tyler Greiner cuts down an invasive Bradford Pear tree at the HQ Feb. 21.

Urban Forestry Coordinator Frances Waite plants a blackgum tree at the HQ.

Williamsburg Sector Forestry Technician Clay Cooper took this 
photo os a nighttime prescribed burn in Williamsburg County Feb. 
15. Black River Unit Forester Ron Holt, Georgetown Sector FMO 
Branson Tisdale, Dillon/Florence Project Forester Chet Foyle and 
Georgetown Sector Forestry Technician Jonathan York wait on the 
fire to burn out.

Georgetown /Williamsburg Project Forester GraceAnna Cooper, former Georgetown Sector 
Forestry Technician Caroline Altman and Williamsburg Sector FMO Terry Cook enjoy a day of 
burning.

Williamsburg Sector Forestry Technician Clay Cooper, Georgetown Sector FMO Branson Tisdale, and 
Dillon/Florence Project Forester Chet Foyle conduct  a prescribed burn on a longleaf stand  Feb. 15.
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SC State Parks and SCFC Partner for PLT

Education
- Matt Schnabel

Twenty classroom teachers and informal 
educators from across the state were 
trained in the PreK-8th Environmental 
Education Project Learning Tree (PLT) 
activity guide Feb. 15 at Charlestowne 
Landing State Historic Site (SHS).  
Teachers studied the biotic and 
abiotic components of different forest 
ecosystems through the PLT activity 
“Field, Forest, and Stream” and learned 
about competition for resources and 
proper forest management through the 
activity, “Every Tree for Itself.”  The 
teachers also had fun becoming animals 
exploring a forest through acting out 
the story “The Forest of S.T. Shrew.” 
Deborah Barrineau, a teacher at Edith 
L. Frierson Elementary said, “What an 
awesome professional development day!  
I learned so many valuable lessons to use 
in my classroom and outside.”
The workshop was led by SCFC 
Environmental Education Coordinator 
Matt Schnabel and PLT Facilitator 
Renee Chewning.  Charlestowne 
Landing SHS is one of six SC PLT 
Environmental Education Centers 
across the state where PLT workshops 
and educational resources are held at no 
cost to the SC PLT program.  We thank 
the SC State Parks and Charlestown 
Landing SHS for partnering with us 
to train teachers who will use the PLT 
activities to teach their students about 
our natural resources. 

Educators show off their tree artwork.

Participants compete for resources in the “Every Tree for Itself” activity.

Educators gather 
data for the “Field, 
Forest, and Stream” 
activity
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Tree Program at Wonderful Beginnings

Education
- Beth Foley

Assistant Environmental Education 
Coordinator Beth Foley did a tree 
program with the 4K students 
at Wonderful Beginnings Child 
Development Center Feb. 27. These 
young students were working on a tree- 
themed unit and invited Beth to be a 
guest speaker at their center. 
Beth read to the students The Tree 
Farmer by Chuck Leavell and Nicholas 
Cravotta and discussed the many 
benefits trees provide for us. The 
students loved the colorful illustrations 
and searched for the animals and 
tree products hidden on the pages. 
Students then got to participate in plant 
personification by doing the Project 
Learning Tree activity “Tree Factory.” 
They created a living tree by each 
becoming a part of the tree and acting 
out its function.
Foley really enjoyed her time with these 
engaged and excited 4-5 year olds.  She 
said, “Children are so impressionable 
and curious at this age. I think it is 
important to spark an interest in nature 

and the outdoors before they become 
accustomed to a life in front of screens 
in this digital age. All it takes is one 
lasting positive memory or role model 
that could change their perspective!”

The Tree Farmer book was distributed to all 
public and private elementary schools in 
South Carolina by the Society of American 
Foresters, and the SC  Tree Farm Program 
with help from the South Carolina Forestry 
Commission

Assistant Environmental Education Coordinator Beth Foley strikes a tree pose with the 4K students at Wonderful 
Beginnings Child Development Center.

Williamsburg Cooperators Assist With Flagpole
For years the flagpole at the Black 
River Unit office in Kingstree had been 
inoperable. Recently the staff asked 
Williamsburg County for some vertical 
assistance and the county gladly helped 
get the pole in working order again. Their 
assistance is very much appreciated!
A big THANKS goes to Construction & 
Property Manager David Owen and his 
Administrative Assistant Lenora Stukes 
for providing the flags.
Black River Unit

- Terry Cook
The local fire department brought a ladder truck to assist with fixing the top of the flagpole at the Kingstree office.
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2019 Holiday Schedule
Holiday    Observed on This Day
New Year’s Day    Tuesday, January 1
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Monday, January 21
President’s Day    Monday, February 18
Confederate Memorial Day Friday, May 10
National Memorial Day   Monday, May 27
Independence Day   Thursday, July 4
Labor Day    Monday, September 2
Veterans Day    Monday, November 11
Thanksgiving Day   Thursday, November 28
Day after Thanksgiving   Friday, November 29
Christmas Eve    Tuesday, December 24
Christmas Day    Wednesday, December 25 
Day after Christmas   Thursday, December 26

Governor Proclaims March Prescribed Fire Awareness Month

Gov. Henry McMaster has proclaimed 
March 2019 Prescribed Fire Awareness 
Month in South Carolina.
A coalition of state, federal and non-
governmental land management 
organizations under the umbrella of the 
South Carolina Prescribed Fire Council 
requested the proclamation to raise 
awareness of the essential role that fire 
plays in both the stewardship of our 
natural resources and the protection of 
lives and property.
Prescribed, or controlled, burning is the 
skilled application of fire under planned 
weather and fuel conditions to achieve 
specific forest and land management 
objectives. Controlled burning is an 
ancient practice, notably used by Native 
Americans for crop management, insect 
and pest control, and hunting habitat 
improvement, among other purposes.
The practice continues today under 
the direction of land managers who 
understand the appropriate weather 
conditions, fuel loads and atmospheric 
conditions for conducting such burns. 
These carefully applied fires are an 
important tool to reduce wildfires, 
enhance wildlife habitat, and keep 
the nearly 13 million acres of forested 
land in South Carolina healthy and 
productive.

While prescribed burning cannot stop 
all wildfires, it is the best management 
tool available for preventing larger and 
more frequent outbreaks. “Prescribed 
burning is not only the most effective, 
economical protection against wildfires 
because it reduces accumulated fuels,” 
said McMaster in his proclamation, 
“but it is also a key tool in managing 
and maintaining the ecological integrity 
of South Carolina’s woodlands, 
grasslands, agricultural areas and wildlife 
habitats.”
Darryl Jones, SCFC Forest Protection 
Chief, said about 500,000 acres are 
prescribed-burned every year in South 
Carolina - most of them on private 
land - but at least one million acres 
should be burned annually. “There are 
so many benefits of prescribed burning,” 
said Jones. “Not only does it reduce the 
severity of wildfires, but it also recycles 
nutrients, stimulates germination of 
desirable plants, improves wildlife 
habitat and protects the aesthetic value 
of our forestlands.”
“There is not a better tool for land 
managers than prescribed fire to benefit 
wildlife or to help keep wildland-
urban interface [WUI] areas safe from 
wildfire. No other tool can replicate 
the beneficial results of a well executed 
prescribed fire,” said Jason Hewett, 

chair of the South Carolina Prescribed 
Fire Council. “We thank Governor 
McMaster for recognizing those benefits 
and all the land managers who use this 
tool to keep us safe from dangerous 
wildfires.”

Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel 
helps conduct a prescribed burn on Harbison State Forest 
in Columbia.
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When Public Information Coordinator 
Justin Holt, whose duties include 
managing the agency’s social media 
accounts, was brainstorming ways to 
highlight National Invasive Species 
Awareness Week (Feb. 25-March 3), he 
realized a great opportunity.

Last year, staff members from Forest 
Health, Urban & Community 
Forestry and Communications & 
Public Information  teamed up to 
commemorate NISAW by packaging 
information about some of the most 
common and harmful invasive species for 
each day of the week-long observance.

By far the most popular social 
media post in that series was about 
the Bradford pear, which ended up 
becoming the most visited, shared and 
commented-upon story in the history 
of the agency, borrowed heavily by sister 
agencies and generating more than a few 
follow-up stories in the media statewide.

Knowing that public debate over 
Bradford pear always seems to generate 

a lively discussion among social media 
users, Holt thought it would be a great 
idea to reprise the Bradford pear post, 
but this time to supplement it with a 
video giving more detailed information 
and demonstrating how to cut one 
down.

As luck would have it, a voluntary 
Callery pear (the original tree of which 
the Bradford variety is a cultivar) has 
graced one of the stepped walkways 
to the entrance of the headquarters 
building in Columbia for years.

“When I thought about that pear tree 
right outside of my office window, 
I knew we could probably pull off a 
decent video with our own personnel 
and with our own expertise and without 
having to go off-site,” said Holt. 
“Plus, it makes for great video. There’s 
something about seeing sawdust flying 
off the chainsaw and the tree falling that 
just captivates people.”

The video production was truly a team 
effort: Forest Health Coordinator David 

Jenkins and Piedmont Urban Forester 
Dena Whitesides wrote the script; 
Holt storyboarded the video, printed 
the cue cards and served as director; 
Southern Pine Beetle Coordinator Tyler 
Greiner felled the tree; Harbison State 
Forest Manager Trip Miller applied 
herbicide to the tree stump to prevent 
regeneration; and Public Information 
Coordinator Michelle Johnson ran 
all the sound and camera equipment, 
shot the video and did all the post-
production editing.

“After the success of our NISAW posts 
last year, we really wanted to take the 
2019 campaign to another level,” said 
Holt. “And judging by the early results 
just on our Facebook page, including 
all the views and comments, I think we 
have a real winner.”

The video can be viewed on the agency’s 
Facebook account at facebook.com/
ForestryCommish and on the agency’s 
YouTube channel at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Mx5KN5mSlss.

Director of Communications and Public Information 
Doug Wood holds cue cards and Public Information 
Coordinator Michelle Johnson videotapes while Forest 
Health Coordinator David Jenkins speaks on camera 
about why Bradford pear trees are invasive and should 
be removed.

http://www.facebook.com/ForestryCommish
http://www.facebook.com/ForestryCommish
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mx5KN5mSlss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mx5KN5mSlss
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Not content with ending the story “at 
the stump,” Holt took the idea to its 
logical next step by proposing another 
video in which agency personnel 
would plant a suitable replacement, 
demonstrating the proper considerations 
and techniques for doing so.

“Since we were already mobilizing all 
this effort toward producing a video, we 
might as well stay true to our mission 
as an agency to show people not only 
how to select the right tree for the right 
conditions, but also how to put it in the 
ground properly.”

Enter Frances Waite, Urban & 
Community Forestry Coordinator, 
who was happy to offer her assistance 
and expertise. With Whitesides’ help, 
the Urban team ended up choosing a 
blackgum (Nyssa sylvatica) to plant 
in place of one of the Virginia pines 
that was removed from the sloped 
headquarters entrance last year.

“The blackgum was just perfect for this 
location because it is very adaptable and 
tolerant to varying soil conditions. Slope 
on this site can pose a challenge for tree 
growth, adaption, survival and health 
in other less tolerant species,” she said. 
“Blackgum is a medium to large tree, 
and there are no overhead utilities that 
will be a conflict in the future. There 
is also plenty of room for the roots to 
grow laterally on this site.”

What’s more, blackgum adapts 
to extreme climates, tolerates wet 
conditions and is resistant to drought. 
Although it will grow in full sun or 
partial shade, fall color is enhanced by 
sunny conditions. Black gum also has 
few known disease or insect problems.

The video, titled “Best Time To Plant A 
Tree? Today!,” also covers site selection, 
site preparation and proper planting 
techniques.

The video can be viewed on the agency’s 
Facebook account at facebook.com/
ForestryCommish and on the agency’s 
YouTube channel at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=6FBMeBhLlpQ.

Urban & Community Forestry Coordinator Frances Waite cuts the girdling roots that the blackgum tree had 
developed while growing in a pot while Michelle Johnson directs the action. The resulting video, titled “Best Time To 
Plant A Tree? Today!,” also covers site selection, site preparation and proper planting techniques.

The blackgum is one of the 
many native tree species 
featured in the agency’s brand 
new “Forest Trees of South 
Carolina” tree identification 
manual. At right is the book’s 
entry on the blackgum.

http://www.facebook.com/ForestryCommish
http://www.facebook.com/ForestryCommish
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FBMeBhLlpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FBMeBhLlpQ
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President Donald Trump signed an appropriations package into law that will fund the federal government through September 
30, averting another partial government shutdown and providing much needed support for natural resources management and 
protection nationwide.
“With this legislation, Congress funded each of the state foresters’ priority federal programs at levels consistent with, or greater 
than, those enacted in FY 2018,” said Lisa Allen, NASF president and Missouri state forester. “The nation’s 59 state and 
territorial foresters are grateful to our lawmakers and their staffs for their hard work in getting this appropriations package 
across the finish line. We truly believe America’s forests and trees will be healthier and more resilient for their efforts.”
Per the appropriations package, the Landscape Scale Restoration program will receive $14 million in funding for FY 2019, the 
same level enacted in FY 2018. Funding levels for the Forest Stewardship program ($20.5 million) and the Forest Inventory 
and Analysis program ($77 million) were also maintained at FY 2018 levels for FY 2019. The following programs will receive 
modest, but impactful funding increases:

• The Forest Health Management Program on Cooperative Lands received $42 million for FY 2019, an increase of $1 
million over the FY 2018 enacted level. This program helps state forestry agencies detect, prevent, and/or control the 
spread of tree-killing insects and disease. 
• The Forest Legacy program received $63.99 million for FY 2019, an increase of $1.5 million over the FY 2018 
enacted level (which included rescissions). This program helps state forestry agencies protect working forestlands through 
permanent conservation easements and fee acquisitions. 
• The Urban and Community Forestry program received $29.5 million for FY 2019, an increase of $1 million over the 
FY 2018 enacted level. With this program, state forestry agencies help communities establish and manage community 
forests, which collectively benefit 83 percent of Americans. 
• The State Fire Assistance program received $81 million and the Volunteer Fire Assistance program received $17 
million for FY 2019, increases of $1 million each over the programs’ FY 2018 enacted levels. With support from these 
programs, states and local fire departments procure necessary equipment and training for wildland fire prevention, 
detection, and suppression. 

“This appropriations package shows that Congress is committed to making our forests healthier and our communities safer,” 
said Jay Farrell, NASF executive director. “On top of funding increases for five of the USDA Forest Service’s State and 
Private Forestry programs, Congress allocated additional resources to reduce hazardous wildfire fuels and bolster wildland fire 
preparedness and suppression across national forests and non-federal lands. These resources will help state forestry agencies 
provide wildland fire protection across ownership boundaries and perform cross-boundary fuels mitigation where it’s needed 
most.”
https://www.stateforesters.org/appropriations/

Appropriations Package Provides Much Needed Supoort For America’s Forests

Psychoterratica: Trauma Caused by Distance from Nature
Apart from all the usual woes—work, relationships, money, time—the civilized life may also be causing you psychological 
trauma.
Disconnection from nature can be bad for our mental health. But there was no name for this particular malaise until 
2000, when Australian philosophy professor Glenn Albracht coined the term psychoterratica, creating the beginning of a 
vocabulary to discuss the relationship between mental health and environment.
A miracle treatment for this psychological malaise is to “rewild” regularly, spending time outside, especially among trees. 
Walking in the woods and cultivating a connection with nature is the best medicine.
We have both a physical and psychological need to be in nature, as new research increasingly reveals, and we get sick when 
we’re disconnected from it. Luckily, the prescription for what ails us turns out to be a simple fix that is inexpensive and has 
no negative side effects.

Read the full article at https://qz.com/1557308/psychoterratica-is-the-trauma-caused-by-distance-from-nature/

https://www.stateforesters.org/appropriations/
https://qz.com/1557308/psychoterratica-is-the-trauma-caused-by-distance-from-nature/
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Hunting may be Coastal Region 
Assistant Regional Forester Kip Terry’s 
favorite hobby, but to him it’s more 
than just a hobby. It’s a way to give back 
to others.
The Forestry Commission hosts five 
hunts a year for youth, women and 
military members at Niederhof Forestry 
Center in Tillman, and Terry volunteers 
his time to help make a difference in the 
lives of those who attend the hunts.
“I get a lot of satisfaction, especially 
with the youth hunts, introducing them 
to hunting and getting to see them 
harvest their first animal,” Terry said. 
“I enjoy the women’s hunts too because 
a lot of the ladies have never killed a 
turkey before.”

The military hunts are especially 
meaningful to Terry because of the 
circumstances surrounding the military 
members at the hunts.
“It means a lot to me to help out those 
who have served this country,” Terry 
said. “A lot of times it helps them 
personally because they are either 
coming back from a detail or they are 
getting ready to go. It’s a humbling 
experience, but it’s also a gratifying 
experience.”
Terry does everything from educating 
hunt participants on deer and turkey 
hunting to helping them pattern their 
guns on the shooting range to serving as 
a guide. While he enjoys all aspects of 
the hunts, the thing he enjoys the most 
are the conversations.
“Just the interaction you get to have 
with them and the conversations that 
you get to have,” he said. “You find out 
a lot about them, and they find out a 
lot about you. You talk about kids and 
family and so forth.”
While he’s passionate about hunting, 
Terry is just as passionate about 
the work he does for the Forestry 
Commission. He has served the 
agency for 20 years in several different 
positions. 

After graduating from Clemson in 
1998 with a degree in forest resource 
management, Terry was hired by the 
Commission to serve as an FIA forester. 
He’s also worked as a project forester for 
Aiken and Barnwell counties (2000-
03), Supervisor for Aiken and Barnwell 
counties (2003-04), Coastal Law 
Enforcement Investigator (2004-18) 
and Assistant Regional Forester for the 
Coastal Region (2018-present).
Terry has enjoyed the different positions 
he’s held throughout the years, but his 
fellow employees are what has made his 
time with the agency so enjoyable.
“I like the camaraderie with my 
fellow employees. It’s like a family 
environment,” he said.
During his time with the Forestry 
Commission, Terry can recall plenty 
of good work memories. However, 

Kip Terry Enjoys the Outdoors and Helping Others

Kip Terry

Kip aims his Taser during training  in 2015.Kip assists a youth hunter with sighting in his rifle.
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one of the most memorable moments 
didn’t happen in South Carolina. After 
the Space Shuttle Columbia disaster 
in February 2003, Terry went on a 
two-week detail to Texas as a part of 
the incident management team to 
assist with shuttle recovery efforts as a 
technical specialist running grid lines.
“Doing that two-week detail of the 
shuttle recovery was different. They had 
to search one-by-one-mile grids,” Terry 
explained. “That shuttle recovery is 
something I will never forget.”
Terry grew up in Hampton and 
attended Wade Hampton High School, 
where he played multiple sports. He 
enrolled at Winthrop after he graduated 
high school and wasn’t sure what career 
he wanted to pursue. However, he knew 
one thing he didn’t want.
“I didn’t want to be cooped up in an 
office all the time,” Terry quipped. “I 
wanted to do something more with the 
outdoors.”
After transferring to USC Salkehatchie 
for a year, he settled on forestry as his 
career path and transferred to Clemson 
to finish his degree and begin his two-
decade long career with the Forestry 
Commission.
Terry and his wife, Christy, have been 
married for 14 years. She is a physician 
assistant. Terry has a stepdaughter, 
Kayla, 23, who recently graduated from 
the University of South Carolina. The 
couple also has a son, Walker, 11, who 
shares the same passion for hunting as 
his father.

Walker is also responsible for helping 
raise the family’s chickens for eggs. They 
have about a dozen chickens that can 
produce as many as three to four dozen 
eggs a week. Needless to say, they don’t 
make many trips to the grocery store to 
get eggs throughout the year.
“It’s not a money-making project I 
can promise you because they eat a lot 
more feed than the eggs they produce,” 
Terry said with a laugh. “I wanted my 
son to have some responsibility. He 
goes to help pick up eggs and feeds the 
chickens.”
The family loves spending time outdoors 
together. Every summer they go with 
Terry’s parents to Edisto for a week. 
They also enjoy going to the mountains, 
including to Gatlinburg, Tenn., during 
the off season.
“If you go up in the fall, it’s like Myrtle 
Beach in the mountains,” Terry said. 
“I don’t like having to deal with all the 
people and traffic at that time, but being 
there is fun.”

Kip works with West Unit Forester Michael Weeks and  current State Forester Scott Phillips on the Windy Fire in 2011.

(SPOTLIGHT, cont.)

Kip  with Women in the Outdoors hunter Cathy Adams, 
who harvested her first and second gobbler with Kip 
in 2018.

Kip assists Deputy LE Chief Jonathan Calore with a training session in 2015.Kip checks to see if the shooter hit the target.
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Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina

Fire Weather Outlook

MONTH-AND YEAR-TO-DATE COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5- AND 10-YEAR AVERAGE
Time Period   FEBRUARY  JULY-FEB      FISCAL YEAR
 FIRES ACRES FIRES ACRES FIRES ACRES
5-Year Average     211 1,269 816 5,789 1,583 11,520 
10-Year Average    303 2,045 1,042 6,228 1,864 14,636
Current FY¹        97 492 379 1,755 379 1,755

¹To date for current fiscal year

Southern Area: Below Normal significant 
wildland fire potential is expected across 
most of the region in March except for 
Florida, Southeastern Georgia and West 
Texas. Above Normal potential is expected 
across Southwestern Puerto Rico in March 
and April. In April, the Below Normal 
potential area will shrink but still stretch 
from Louisiana to Virginia. Above Normal 
potential is expected across West Texas. 
Below Normal potential is expected 
across South Texas in May while Normal 
potential is expected elsewhere. All areas 
can expect Normal potential in June.
Since the beginning of the year, a weak El 
Niño pattern has existed across the tropical 
Pacific. Currently nearer a neutral state, the 
still warmer anomaly water temperatures 
should persist through spring. Considering 
this, an average to wetter than average 
precipitation pattern will should be the 
dominate pattern for a large part of the 
region through spring. This should be especially true for the Ohio and Tennessee Valleys. There are a few exceptions that 
remain though: western Oklahoma, West Texas, Florida (mainly the peninsula and especially the deeper southern counties), 
and central and then southern coastal areas of Puerto Rico. Rain activity in these areas continues to be muted and sparse and 
below levels existing during a normally drier winter season. While improving chances for rain is expected in these areas, it may 
not be robust enough to mitigate the overall drier condition currently in place.
The region is largely drought-free. However, there are exceptions, which are western Texas and Oklahoma, small areas of 
southeastern Louisiana, the Florida east coast, and Puerto Rico. For most of the region. 100-hour and 1000-hour fuels are 
extremely moist with most in the 18 to 25% plus range. Values are much lower across West Texas with levels as low as 10% 
observed. With a still average to wetter than average outlook, a robust greenup is expected across at least the central 2/3rd of 
the region. The Seasonal Drought Outlook confirms this thinking as the outlook shows drought improvement in West Texas 
by May. For Puerto Rico, the outlook is less rosy as CPC expects drought to persist along the southern coast with drought 
development likely for most of the rest of the island. Because of this, we think fire potential will respond upward into April 
and before the summer tropical pattern returns.
Fire activity remains minimal and is well below average for the region with only short duration and limited activity observed in 
areas already mentioned (West Texas and Florida). Rx burning to date has been very limited by the wet conditions that could 
cause some control issues should an unexpected and dramatic drying take place in areas that would normally be prepped for 
the spring fire season. As seen through winter so far, the evolution of drought conditions and trends in Oklahoma, west Texas, 
Florida and Puerto Rico will need to be monitored. For Puerto Rico, the dryer condition in place and our expectation for 
continued below average precipitation and increasing drought will cause Above Normal significant wildland fire potential for 
March and April. Shorter periods of elevated fire potential are expected for western Oklahoma and West Texas in March and 
April from cold frontal wind events and combined with low humidity levels that create critical fire weather conditions. 
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Photo of the Month

Please send in your 
photos or news to 
Michelle Johnson at 
mjohnson@scfc.gov.

Quote of the Month

“To be successful, the 
first thing to do is to 
fall in love with your 

work.”

Sister Mary Lauretta

THE GREAT MAGNOLIA

The magnolia—a queenly tree,
In regalia, royal is she.
Her waxen leaves of lustrous sheen
Form robes of splendid emerald green,
And on her crest are ivory flowers—
The choicest gift from Flora’s bowers.
The splendor of the creamy bloom
In springtime, make the sense swoon,
When roseate from the setting sun
Their charms enhance, as day is done.

    --By Mildred R. Beatty

Taken from the book titled “Poems, Prose and Songs of Trees and Woodlands for South Carolina”, published 
by the S.C. State Commission of Forestry.

A pine stand after being raked at Sand Hills State Forest. Pinestraw generates over $1 million at SHSF each 
year.
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