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Good day, 
Our second SC Forestry Commission 
Commissioner meeting of 2015 was held April 
2 in Hampton County at Commissioner Skeet 
Burris and his wife Gail’s residence.  Commissioner 
meetings are typically held outside of Columbia 
twice a year.  Topics covered were Introductions 
and Welcomes, Executive Session items, Approval 
of Minutes from the last meeting, Forest Products 
Sales Report, Administrative and Legislative 
Services Report,  Committee reports, State Forester 
report, Regional Forester Updates, Old and New 
Business, and Commissioner Officer Elections.  

Incoming Commissioner Jess Neville 
attended his first Commissioner 
meeting.  Commissioner Micky 
Scott ran the meeting during which 
a new Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
were elected.  Commissioner Walt 
McPhail was elected as Chairman 
and Commissioner Brad Thompson 
was elected Vice-Chairman.  Vice-

NEW Feature: Millin’ Around 
Page 13

Program  News 
Page 4

Commissioners at work inside Skeet’s home.
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Chairman Micky Scott handed the 
gavel over to new Chairman Walt 
McPhail.  The next three Commissioner 
meetings are scheduled for June 16, 
August 6, and November 11.
Our appreciation is expressed to 
Commissioner Burris and his wife Gail 
for hosting this latest meeting.  The 
Forestry Commission is blessed to 
continue to have an outstanding Board 
of Commissioners that represents all 
aspects of the South Carolina forestry 
community. [For more on the history 
of the Commission, see the “Now & 
Then” section on the last page of this 
newsletter.]

Best regards,

This issue’s cover features clouds over a pine stand at 
Manchester State Forest.

On the Cover

PJ Perea (NWTF), Scott Phillips, and Gene Kodama discuss the hunting areas for the Military Appreciation Hunt 
March 19 at Niederhof.

Commission members pose following the meeting. (back, l-r)  Jesse Neville, Micky Scott, Skeet Burris, Tom Patton. 
(front, l-r) Gene Kodama, Ed Muckenfuss, Walt McPhail, and Sam Coker. Not pictured are Brad Thompson (who 
participated by conference call), Stro Morrison (who had to leave before the photograph was taken), and  George 
Askew (of Clemson University).
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NEW EMPLOYEES
We would like to welcome two new employees to the Coastal 
Regional Office. Charles “Randy” Stachewicz is the new 
mechanic for the Coastal Region working out of Walterboro. 
Randy is from Canadys and attended Goose Creek High 
School. For the past four years, he worked as a mechanic with 
SCDOT. Randy enjoys hunting, fishing, and working on the 

farm.
Christina L. Riley also joined the Coastal 
Region staff as a dispatcher in Walterboro. 
Christina lives in Cottageville and 
attended James Madison High School in 
Norcross, Georgia. She was previously 
an office manager before she left to travel and have children. 
Christina takes care of her daughter, who has autism, and her 
brother, who has Downs Syndrome. In her free time she likes to 
spread awareness of those disabilities and looks forward to the 
Surfers Healing Autism event every August at Folly Beach. Her 
Facebook page is “Autistic Army Nation.”

The next bulletin 
will be published 

May 7.

Employee News

Volunteers 
Needed for 
Upcoming 
Woodland Clinic
Jimmy Walters has sent out the call 
for volunteers for the upcoming 
Woodland Clinic. The event will be 
held Tuesday, April 28 at the farm 
of the Connie Maxwell Children’s 
Home, the same location as last 
year.
Assistance from the Forestry 
Commission is needed, especially 
foresters and supervisors. They need 
people to help with compass and 
pacing, tree and pest identification, 
tree measurement (with Biltmore 
stick), and forestry tools and 
equipment.  
If you can help, please contact 
Jimmy by email (Jimmy.3t @gmail.
com) or by phone (864-992-0252).

“Randy”  Stachewicz

Christina L. Riley

Service Awards
Employee  Month  Location  Service 
Stephanie Kolok January  Columbia HQ   10 years
James Brunson  January  Stewardship   10 years
Jamie Jones  February  Stewardship   10 years
Barbara Porter  April   Pee Dee Dispatch 30 years
Robert Jones  April   Piedmont  West  30 years
Sam Anderson  April   Forest Protection  10 years

Evan Bagwell, youngest son of 
Piedmont West Forest Technician 
David Bagwell, is a freshman at the 
University of Georgia. He enlisted with 
the Georgia National Guard in July 
and took the spring semester off to 
complete Basic Combat Training at Fort 
Sill, Oklahoma. Fort Sill is the Field 
Artillery Training Center for the Army. 
Evan completed the 10-week basic 
training March 13 and was awarded 
the Distinguished Honor Graduate 
for the cycle. This award comes with a 
promotion to Private First Class and an 
Army Achievement Medal. A transcript 
of the ceremony in as follows: 
“The Army Achievement Medal is 
being presented to PFC Evan Bagwell 
for being selected as the Distinguished 
Honor Graduate for the cycle for Basic 

Combat Training 16-15. PFC Bagwell’s 
leadership, professionalism and dedication 
to duty serves as an example for all soldiers 
to emulate. It brings distinct credit 
upon himself, the Peace through Victory 
Battalion, the 434 Field Artillery Brigade 
and the United States Army.”
Evan will remain at Fort Sill to 
complete eight weeks of Advanced 
Individual Training as a Forward Field 
Observer. Upon completion, Evan will 
return to UGA in the fall to continue 
his education in the field of Athletic 
Training/Sports Medicine. While at 
UGA, he plans to enroll in the ROTC 
program to begin his Officer Training 
for the Army National Guard. 
David appreciates all of the support and 
encouragement during this time. They 
specifically would like to thank Trey 

Cox (West 7) for his encouraging letter 
to Evan during Basic Combat Training 
that was written on the actual target 
that Trey qualified on during his Basic 
Training at Fort Sill in the 1990s.

David Bagwell 
with son Evan.

Bagwell Receives Distinguished Honor Graduate Award

gmail.com
gmail.com
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With the end of another seedling sales season, Taylor Nursery offered the remaining trees in the cooler to schools’ Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) and agriculture teachers. Nursery Supervisor Hamp Holmes invited the teachers to the nursery in 
Trenton April 1 to pick up seedlings which were mostly hardwoods, white pine, 
and shortleaf pine. 
Eight schools accepted the offer and picked up trees: Strom Thurmond High 
School in Edgefield County School District; the Center for Advanced Technology 
Studies and Chapin High School  in Lexington/Richland School District 5; Pelion 
and River Bluff High Schools in Lexington District 1; Blythewood High School in 
Richland School District 2; Ridge Springs High School in Aiken School District; 
and East Clarendon High School in Clarendon County School District 3.
Most of the schools will use the seedlings on their nature trails, playgrounds, or 
school yards to help beautify the grounds or to study tree identification for forestry 
competitions. Kevin Sox with the Center for Advanced Technology Studies said, “It 
is great for the kids to see real trees with bark, fruit, and nuts instead of just a leaf to 
identify.” Hamp  is happy that schools can use the seedlings.

Taylor Nursery Offers Seedlings to School FFAs

Nursery & Tree 
Improvement

David Holmes  and James Washington pull the new shade cloth over the shade 
house.

James Washington, David Holmes, Donald Proctor, and Doug Clark work on the 
shade house.

Taylor Shade House Being Replaced
The shade house at Taylor Nursery is being repaired for the next growing season. Assistant Nursery Manager David Holmes,  
and temporary staff have been replacing the shade cloth that covers the structure for  the Leyland cypress, Carolina sapphire, 
and Clemson greenspire cuttings to grow.  

Kevin Sox and Sim Asbill select seedlings for Pelion and 
Chapin High Schools.

Taylor Seedling Update
Nursery Supervisor Hamp Holmes reports 
that as this year’s seedling sales come to 
an end, Taylor Nursery’s crop for next 
growing season is in the works.  The 
hardwoods and longleaf have germinated 
and are looking good. The loblolly will be 
planted soon.

Hamp Holmes checks on the longleaf seed bed. The shumard oaks are looking good.
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BMP Compliance is 96.6% for Non-harvest Activities 

The latest BMP monitoring report is hot off the press.  Environmental Coordinator 
Herb Nicholson continued the harvest monitoring started under previous 
Coordinator Guy Sabin in 2011.  Sites were located from the air in 2011 and 
harvesting and non-harvest activities (if they had occurred by the time of site visit) 
were evaluated for BMP compliance and implementation in 2012.  The initial 
report was published in 2012, with follow-up visits planned in 2013 and 2014.  
The latest report summarizes the findings of the latter two visits.  Not only did this 
determine effectiveness of BMPs used during the first visit, but it also determined 
how well BMPs were implemented during site preparation, reforestation, prescribed 
burning, pesticide application and minor drainage.  Overall non-harvest BMP 
compliance is 96.6% with a 94.3% implementation rate of individual practices.
This study also allowed the BMP team to gather other information and draw 
conclusions on site stabilization over time, reforestation methods, blowdown in 
SMZs, and the relationship between SMZ length and acres harvested.
BMP monitoring is essential to the BMP program because not only does the 
information derived from the survey determine where the program stands currently, 
but also highlights weaknesses that staff focus on during training. 
In SC, BMP monitoring is conducted in accordance the Southern Group of State 
Foresters Water Resource Committee’s Silviculture Best Management Practices 
Implementation Monitoring – A Framework for State Forestry Agencies published 
in 1997 and revised in 2002.  This enables  all 13 states in the Southeast to have 
similar data collection and reporting methods so the information can be useful on a 
regional basis. 
Copies have been distributed to the regional offices, but if you would like one or 
several to distribute, please contact Herb Nicholson at hnicholson@scfc.gov, or 
803-896-8593.

Environmental

-Herb Nicholson

Harbison Firebreak 10K & Half Marathon  May 2, 2015    www.ActiveColumbia.com
SC State MTB Championships Final   May 3, 2015  www.ActiveColumbia.com
Exterra 5k and Half Marathon   July 12, 2015   http://marathonmajic.com/XterraTrailRunCol-Harbison.html

UPCOMING HARBISON STATE FOREST EVENTS

www.ActiveColumiba.com
www.ActiveColumiba.com
http://marathonmajic.com/XterraTrailRunCol-Harbison.html
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A one-day Green Infrastructure (GI) 
workshop was held at the Saluda 
Shoals Park for 42 planners, urban 
foresters and various county-level 
leaders. The workshop was presented 
by the Green Infrastructure Center, 
Inc. of Charlottesville, Va. March 19 
to familiarize urban planners with 
the benefits of GI and how they can 
better plan for population growth 
while conserving natural features of the 
landscape. 
Green infrastructure includes all the 
interconnected natural systems in 
a landscape, such as intact forests, 
woodlands, wetlands, dune systems, 
parks and rivers, or agricultural soils 
that provide clean water, air quality, 
wildlife habitat and food. They are 
important to lives and livelihoods, 
providing stormwater treatment, energy 
savings, aesthetic values, improved 
community health, storm protection, 
and a sustainable local economy. 
However, to garner all these benefits, 
our natural systems not only need to 
be identified and mapped, but also 
assigned values to determine which are 
the most important to conserve as part 
of the community’s “infrastructure.”
Participants were divided into groups 
of four or five and given maps and 
data to develop GI plans that could 
be incorporated into a county’s 
comprehensive plan.  Each group 
presented the plans to the entire 
assembly of participants and explained 
their rationale of how GI would 
accentuate the county’s comprehensive 
plan by improving the quality of life 
and often saving money through 
smarter, early planning.  
Participants learned to identify the 
important green infrastructure assets, 
propose corridors of greenways to create 
networks and ultimately propose a 

plan. Much emphasis was given to the 
importance of “conservation before 
mitigation.” In other words, they 
learned that growing communities 
have many natural assets on which to 
capitalize, thereby avoiding the delay 
and expense of mitigation.  Participants 
learned the six steps for Green 
Infrastructure Planning:

1. Set Your Goals
2. Review Data
3. Map Your Community’s Ecological 
and Cultural Assets
4. Risk Assessment (which natural 
features are at risk from development)
5. Rank GI Assets
6. Implement Opportunities (park 
planning, zoning, seek easements, 
etc.)

The Green Infrastructure Center has 
developed a new green infrastructure 
habitat model and a Planning Guide 

for South Carolina.  A pilot project 
in Berkeley County tested the model’s 
applications and provided a case study 
for the planning guide. 
The guide provides the steps for any 
South Carolina county to create their 
own landscape-scale green infrastructure 
plans. The model, guide and pilot 
project are funded by a grant from the 
U.S. Forest Service administered by the 
South Carolina Forestry Commission. 
The guide is available on the SC 
Forestry Commission’s website at www.
state.sc.us/forest/gic-sc15.pdf.

Green Infrastructure in South Carolina

Urban
- Frances Waite

Mike Bozzo, Piedmont Regional Forester, works with planners in a Green Infrastructure Planning exercise.

http://www.state.sc.us/forest/gic-sc15.pdf
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/gic-sc15.pdf
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2015 ISA Southern Chapter Annual Conference
The Southern Chapter of ISA 
(International Society of Arboriculture) 
recently held their annual conference 
in Mobile, Alabama. ISA is an 
international organization of tree care 
professionals working in commercial, 
municipal, utility and urban forestry.  
One benefit of membership is to keep 
professionals informed of the latest 
industry research and practices.  ISA 
events and publications also help to 
expand in professional development, 
continued education and opportunities 
for professional networking.  Each year, 
a four-day annual conference is held 
within each chapter, or region, with 
a conference program that includes a 
tree climbing competition, exhibitor 
tradeshow and educational tracks for 
commercial/municipal, utility, and tree 
climbing professionals.  
In addition, this year’s conference 
included a supplemental TRAQ (Tree 
Risk Assessment Qualification) for 
those professionals wishing to become 
certified in Tree Risk Assessment, 
mentioned previously in the last 
bulletin.  The qualification promotes 
safety of people and property and 
provides a standardized and systematic 
process for assessing tree risk.  Retired 
SCFC Urban Forester Jimmy Walters 
has earned the certification as a TRAQ 
Facilitator and served at this year’s 
conference as the instructor for this 
challenging two and a half-day course.  
The TRAQ course focuses on tree 
biology and mechanics, tree inspection 
and assessment and categorizing risk.
SCFC Urban Coordinator Lowe 
Sharpe attended the ISA (International 
Society of Arboriculture ) conference 
and TRAQ and earned the ISA 
Tree Risk Assessment Qualification 
credential by successfully completing 
the course and passing the exam 
administered by the ISA and the local 
chapter of ISA.

When contracting for tree risk 
assessment, ISA recommends hiring 
arborists who are ISA Tree Risk 
Assessment Qualified. Verification of 
credential holders is available online at 
www.isa-arbor.com. Lowe is the only 
SCFC employee that took the TRAQ 
course in Alabama. Dena Whitesides 
and Frances Waite went through a 
course before ISA developed TRAQ.  
ISA recognizes their certification, but 
they will have to recertify at the end of 
this year with the ISA TRAQ. 
This year’s annual conference 
educational program featured two 
very distinguished and accomplished 
headliner speakers: Dr. Kim Coder, 
Community 
Forestry professor 
at the University of 
Georgia, and Dr. Ed 
Gilman, professor 
of Environmental 
Horticulture, at the 
University of Florida.  
Dr. Coder, who has 
devoted his life to 
the study of tree 
health, tree biology 
and community 
forestry, delivered 
two powerful 
presentations on 
the dynamics of 
lightning and trees; 
the importance of lightning protection 
and hazard tree systems. Dr. Gilman 
specializes in urban tree and landscape 
plant management.  He focused 
his presentations on the practice 
of crown reduction in over-mature 
trees and developing specifications in 
arboriculture.
Other presentations included soil 
rehabilitation from Virginia Tech’s 
Susan Day and a presentation on the 
research on tree flowering phenology 
and pest emergence by David Held, 

Assistant Professor of Entomology at 
Auburn University. 
A closing banquet on the final night 
of the conference served as the grand 
finale for the conference, in which the 
chapter boards of directors conducted a 
business meeting and awards ceremony. 
Past presidents gather to entertain the 
newly elected chapter president with 
a traditional “passing of the gavel.”  
This year’s Awards ceremony at the 
closing banquet honored retiree Jimmy 
Walters with this year’s Award for 

Excellence in Arboriculture Education.  
Each year, this award is granted to 
an individual who is instrumental in 
providing unique programs of technical 
arboriculture education to practicing 
arborists, students, or the public in the 
Southern Chapter. 
Since his retirement two years ago, 
Jimmy has continued his passion and 
love of urban forestry and has stayed 
very active in the field by working 
as a consultant in his firm, Urban 
Foresters, LLC.  Over the past year, 

Urban
- Dena Whitesides

Jimmy Walters received the Award for Excellence in Arboriculture Education.

(continued on next page)

www.isa
-arbor.com
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ISA Conference... 
Jimmy has worked extremely hard to 
earn his TRAQ facilitator certification 
with ISA and is now one of only 18 
people certified as a TRAQ facilitator 
and trained to teach this course 
throughout the country.  He continues 
to do outstanding work in education, 
continuing his passion for teaching, and 
has been very busy traveling to many 
locations around the nation to share his 
arboriculture insight, experience and 
wisdom with many practicing arborists 
in conducting TRAQ courses.  
Jimmy’s passion and dedication have 
earned him the recognition with ISA 
as he was presented with this year’s 
Award for Excellence in Arboriculture 
Education. Be sure to congratulate 
Jimmy on receiving this prestigious 
award from ISA and for all of his 
success in urban forestry.  Jimmy’s email 
address is: jimmy3t@gmail.com or by 
cell: 864-992-0252.
The ISA Southern Chapter does an 
outstanding job organizing events like 

this. For more information on ISA, visit 
www.isasouthern.org.

Jimmy Walters instructing his TRAQ course students during a field exercise.

Twenty-five Acre Wildfire in Georgetown County

Forest Technician Bobby Watts 
battled a 25 acre blaze in 
Georgetown County April 6.  
Though wildfire numbers are 
low this season due to frequent 
rainfall, the intensity of this fire 
clearly shows how conditions can 
change quickly, and the Agency 
and its employees must be 
constantly ready for deployment 
and well trained.

mailto:jimmy3t@gmail.com
www.isasouthern.org
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The SC Forestry Commission was 
invited to Gilbert Primary School Farm 
Day last week to help teach the students 
the importance of trees. 
Farm animals, tractors, and various 
other equipment were scattered across 
the school yard for students to see. 
Harriet Coker, daughter-in-law of 
SCFC Commissioner Sam Coker, 
assisted Jeff and I with our “tree 
station.” Mrs. Coker had purchased 
1,000 containerized longleaf pine 
seedlings from the Forestry Commission 
to be given out to each student. To keep 
the seedlings from drying out, each tree 
had to be individually wrapped in a 
damp paper towel and placed in a small 
bag. Needless to say, Jeff and I are now 
professionals on wrapping containerized 
longleaf.

Piedmont East Unit
- Roy Boyd

Jeff Riggin helped with handing out longleaf seedlings to the students.

Dial soap can be used to keep deer 
away. As our new seedlings grow at 
Taylor Nursery so do the deer’s appetite. 
The acorns planted in the seed beds 
were being consumed by the local 
deer population, so a fence was put up 
around the oaks and Nursery Supervisor 
Hamp Holmes hung bars of Dial 
soap to keep the deer out. So far it has 
worked. 

Did You Know?

One of the many small oak which 
germinated in the seed bed.

Bars of Dial soap were cut in half and 
hung on the fence to ward off hungry 
deer.

Seedlings Handed Out at Gilbert’s Farm Day

Students learned about trees 
at the Farm Day event.
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Niederhof Forestry Center hosted the 
first turkey hunt of the season March 
19-20. The military appreciation hunt 
was a joint effort by the SCFC and 
the National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF).  Two hunts were auctioned 
off at two NWTF events for four 
hunters to show appreciation for our 
military and enjoy the great outdoors 
hunting with four SC National Guard 
soldiers.
After a brief orientation and 
introduction to turkey hunting, the 
hunters patterned their guns, had a 
safety briefing and drew for guides. 
Four of the hunters hunted on the 
neighboring Chase Tract at the 
invitation of Commissioner Micky 
Scott and Collum Lumber Company.  
And, four hunted on NFC with State 
Forester Gene Kodama, Stewardship/
Reforestation Coordinator Scott 
Phillips, Edisto Unit Forester Pete 
Stuckey, and LE Investigator Kip Terry 
as guides. The NWTF provided guides 
for the Chase Tract: PJ Pera, Doug 
Crisco, Ralph Gill, and Dale Cullum.

Teresa Carroll with NWTF and her 
husband Paul provided meals for the 
hunters.
During the soggy afternoon and 
morning hunt only one gobbler was 
harvested. Of the eight hunters, five 
had never killed a bird before and one 
had never turkey hunted before. After 

harvesting his first bird on his first 
turkey hunt, Jimmy Rowland of the 
SC National Guard said, “Oh, wow. 
This was tremendous. I enjoyed getting 
out in the woods. It was kind of like a 
bucket list thing that I can mark off.” 

Scott Whalen of the 751 CSSB out of 
Newberry “had a blast.” He said, “It was 
fun times all around,” even though he 
missed his opportunity at a gobbler.

Military Appreciation Turkey Hunt

The hunt participants listen to  turkey hunting tips.

Scott Phillips was the guide for a very happy Jimmy 
Rowland, who harvested his first-ever turkey.

Pete Stuckey, Scott Phillips, Kip Terry, and Gene 
Kodama  served as guides for the hunt.

John Lozynski draws for a guide before the hunt.

Scott Whalen  patterns his gun and cleans it to prepare for the hunt.

Cullum.Teresa
Cullum.Teresa
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I had the privilege of attending the 
groundbreaking ceremony for South 
Carolina’s newest forest products 
company, Colombo Energy, in 
Greenwood County Friday, March 
27.  Colombo Energy will manufacture 
wood pellets for the European energy 
markets.  When fully operational, the 
plant will produce 460,000 tons of 
pellets per year from roughly twice that 
amount of green wood fiber.  
The Forestry Commission assisted 
company representatives in locating this 
plant in a woodbasket with a sustainable 
supply of wood fiber.   The name of 
this plant, Colombo Energy, comes 
from the Italian spelling of Christopher 
Columbus, who had ties to Portugal.    
The parent company, Portucel, is based 
in Portugal and is an integrated forest, 
pulp, paper and energy company.  
Portucel has a total paper capacity of 
1.5 million tons/year and eucalyptus 
pulp capacity of 1.3 million tons.  
Portucel is investing $110 million in 
the Greenwood County pellet plant 
and creating 70 new jobs.  You can read 
more about Portucel online at  http://
en.portucelsoporcel.com/.  

Resource Development
-Tim Adams

Colombo Energy to Produce Wood Pellets in Greenwood

Diogo da Silveira, CEO of Portucel, addresses the attendees at the groundbreaking ceremony near Greenwood.

Representatives of Portucel join state and local officials in turning the first shovels of dirt to begin construction of 
the Colombo Energy plant.  Lt. Governor, Henry McMaster (4th from the left) and former Governor Richard Riley 
(not in picture) attended the ceremony.

http://en.portucelsoporcel.com
http://en.portucelsoporcel.com
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Beautiful pansies  in bloom at Taylor Nursery in Trenton.

Golden pansies at the front door of Taylor Nursery.

Snapshots of Spring

Taylor Nursery added some color to its sign.

Taylor Nursery has not only 
been busy planting and 

sowing seeds, and lifting and 
packing seedlings; but they have 
added a touch of color on the 
grounds. 

Gene Kodama sent in this photo of an Atamasco Lily, 
otherwise known as a wild Easter lily.

Gene found 
this trumpet 
honeysuckle 
while turkey 
hunting.

Gene Kodama counts his 
blessings, one of which is 

seeing the natural world spring 
forth  each year. This is an added 
benefit of being a forester and a 
turkey hunter. 
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South Carolina Wood Crafts : Got Wood? LLC
Located just outside Donalds in 
Abbeville County, Got Wood?  is 
a family business run by brothers 
Brad and Mike Leigher and produces 
turning blanks. 
The business started in 2006, when a 
newly acquired wood lathe sent them 
searching for pieces of wood to turn. 
They started making their own blanks 
and quickly began producing more 
wood than they could use themselves. 
They sold their excess, then sold more.  
From this start, Brad and Mike have 
grown their operation into a profitable 
business. 
Got Wood?  utilizes locally sourced logs 
that they run through a TimberKing 
1600 portable sawmill before further 
processing into bowl or spindle blanks. 
A final coating of wax prevents wood 
moisture loss.
 “We take the wood that most people 
don’t want,” says Brian, highlighting 
the demand in the turning market for 
Ambrosia Maple,  Rainbow Poplar, and 
many varieties we don’t see often at the 
sawmill, including Hackberry, Birch, 
Honey Locust and Cedar of Lebanon, 
to name a few.
Turning blanks are popular in the 
hobby lathe market, and Got Wood? 
makes their products available online. 
Their location and contact information 
is also available in our secondary mill 
directory (www.state.sc.us/forest/refind.

htm), so give them a call, schedule a 
visit, and learn more about our growing 
forest markets.

-Scott Danskin

Mike Leigher - Co-owner

Got Wood? maintains a wide selection of unusual wood species in various sizes of bowl and spindle blanks.

This new feature will regularly showcase one of the many South Carolina forest products businesses, who they are and what 
they do. The state’s mill operations consume more than twenty million tons of roundwood each year, and produce a wide 
range of products from dimensional lumber to handcrafted furniture. With over 700 secondary mill operations, and close to 
100 primary mills, we should have no trouble finding new stories.

Resource Development

Got Wood? LLC
www.turningblanks.net

http://www.state.sc.us/forest/refind.htm
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/refind.htm
www.turningblanks.net
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Did You Know? 
(MSN Fascinating Facts)
Every human is born with the ability to wiggle their ears. If you don’t 
discover it early, the muscle atrophies.

Tongues are like fingers; each one has a unique print.

The April 2015 issue of the PEBA Direct Newsletter, which contains valuable benefit information, is now available online at: 
www.eip.sc.gov/news/peba-direct/619/4/2015/april-2015-peba-direct-newsletter.

April PEBA Newsletter Available Online

Human Resources
-Lynn Rivers

You are invited to attend: Caring for Your Aging Parents
When: Wednesday, April 22, 2015, noon-1 p.m. 
Where: Cecil A. Tillis Center, 2111 Simpkins Lane, Columbia (near Drew 
Wellness Center) 
Cost: Free
Presented by: Leanne Thompson, MS
Caring for Your Aging Parents
Caring for your aging parents can be stressful and frustrating at times. This 
program will help you understand and cope with issues facing your parents.
Learn ways to avoid caregiver burnout and about valuable resources to help you 
care for your loved one. Bring your lunch and join us. This workshop is open to 
subscribers, retirees and their family members.
Please register on line at: http://www.eip.sc.gov/prevention/training/detail/1040/
caregivers-workshop
 If you are unable to register on-line, you can print and fax in this registration 
form: http://www.eip.sc.gov/publications/PP-TRAINING-REGISTRATION-
FORM.pdf
If you have questions, contact Ramsey Makhuli at 803-737-3823.

Caring for Your Aging Parents Workshop

http://www.eip.sc.gov/news/peba-direct/619/4/2015/april
http://www.eip.sc.gov/prevention/training/detail/1040/caregivers
http://www.eip.sc.gov/prevention/training/detail/1040/caregivers
http://www.eip.sc.gov/publications/PP-TRAINING-REGISTRATION-FORM.pdf
http://www.eip.sc.gov/publications/PP-TRAINING-REGISTRATION-FORM.pdf
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CURRENT JOB OPENINGS
JOB TITLE: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Mechanic III 
CLOSING DATE: 05/13/15 11:59 PM 
AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MIN: $26,139.00  
AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MAX: $37,250.00 
LOCATION: Newberry County 
 
JOB RESPONSIBILITIES:  THIS IS A RE-ADVERTISEMENT. PREVIOUS APPLICANTS NEED NOT 
RE-APPLY. YOUR APPLICATION WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR THIS POSTING. Performs skilled 
routine and general maintenance to automotive and fire suppression equipment, such as trucks, tractors 
(diesel and gas powered), and miscellaneous equipment. Pulls engines and transmissions, rebuilds 
engines, replaces wheel seals, rotates tires, changes undercarriage parts on bulldozers, replaces bed 
boards on low boy trailers and other miscellaneous duties. Conducts diagnostic testing and identifies 
problems to determine vehicle and equipment malfunctions; repairs vehicles and heavy equipment in the 
repair shop and during service calls. Performs welding activities. 
 
MINIMUM AND ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:  A high school diploma and two (2) years of work 
experience directly related to the area of employment to include automotive and equipment repair, diesel 
engines, heavy equipment and light duty vehicles. Welding experience is required. Position requires a 
Commercial Driver’s License (CDL). Candidate must pass the written CDL test before employment. CDL 
driving portion passed within 90 working days of employment. Mandatory drug test required. 
 
PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS: Applicant has a Commercial Driver’s License, Class A. 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: Must be able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds and respond to service 
calls after hours and on weekends. Overnight travel may be required for large fire incidents in the state 
that require a mechanic on duty. Out of state travel may be required for Southeastern fire incidents. 
Applicants who previously applied for this position do not need to reapply and will be considered for this 
posting.

In a letter to Black River Project Forester Eric West, landowner Bill Seals praised West for his good work:

“My longleaf farm on Hamp Road, Mullins, SC, looks aesthetically pleasing and healthy after the controlled 
burn you performed this past week.  I appreciate your office doing this and also appreciate your advice on how 
best to manage my longleaf farm. Thanks!”

Judge William “Bill” H. Seals, Jr. 
12th Judicial Circuit, Marion, SC

Landowner Praises SCFC for Prescribed Burn, Advice
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Pecan Industry Seeking Ways to Grow in Value
Pecans have an image problem. It’s not 
about flavor, nutrition or plate appeal. 
Instead, it’s about lack of visibility. In 
regards to public awareness, almonds, 
pistachios and walnuts are blowing 
pecans away. The savvy trio is backed by 
massive marketing machines that spend 
tens of millions of dollars to spread 
the word in imaginative – yet brutally 
effective – fashion. Pecans … well …
“Right now we’re flapping in the 
breeze,” said Mike Adams during a 
recent conference at the Center for 
Advanced Agribusiness Research at 
Pelion High School. “In 1963, the 
pecan crop was 365 million pounds 
worldwide. Last year, it was 273 million. 
In comparison, almonds produced 
162 million pounds back then and 
now produce 2 billion. Pecan growers 
are getting their tails kicked in the 
marketplace. I’d like to see that change.”
Adams, owner of Royalty Pecan Farms 
in Caldwell, Texas, is president of the 
American Pecan Board (APB), a self-
supported group of growers, shellers 
and accumulators that represents all 
15 states that grow pecans: South 
Carolina, North Carolina, Florida, 
Georgia and Alabama in the East 
Region; Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas and 
Missouri in the Central Region; and 
New Mexico, Arizona and California 
in the West Region. The board has 
been pushing the industry to step out 
of its rut and take a more active role in 
marketing. Since January 2014, Adams 
has appeared before numerous groups to 
talk about forming a federal marketing 
order that would galvanize the industry 

and garner the funds necessary to 
promote pecans on a much grander 
scale.
“Our commodity does not take a back 
seat to anybody,” said Adams. “It’s 
healthier, chefs love its diversity, and 
the world – especially China and India 
– has developed a passion for pecans. 
But we’re literally not in the marketing 
game. A federal marketing order will 
get us in the game and will contribute 
millions of dollars to our industry. This 
will help everybody – from the smallest 
grower to the largest.”

In January, the APB met with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture to 
discuss the specifics of forming a 
federal marketing order, a concept that 
was created under the Agricultural 
Marketing Agreement Act of 1937. Due 
to the pecan board’s recent diligence, a 
referendum among pecan growers will 
be held in 2016 to decide if they want 
to create a national entity – designed 
specifically to represent the industry 
– that would be titled the American 
Pecan Council. If the referendum 
passes, a nomination process will be 
followed by an election to choose who 
will serve on the council’s board, which 
could be in place in time for the 2017 
growing season. Assessments collected 
by the council would raise as much 
as $8 million the first year, most of 
which would be spent on publicizing 
the virtues of pecans to a nation and 
world swarming with health-conscious 
consumers.

“A comprehensive marketing strategy 
will increase the demand,” Adams 
told the roomful of commercial pecan 
growers who gathered in Pelion. “There 
will be more consumers eating our 
products, and the biggest increase will 
come in our domestic market. Our 
competition has full-time professional 
staffs that look out for their interests 
every day. The pecan industry has no 
one to look out for us. This puts us at 
a big disadvantage. The time is now to 
take control of our future.”
Mark Arena, a senior Clemson 
Extension agent, also spoke at the 
Pelion conference.“Marketing is the key 
to any business,” said Arena, a pecan 
specialist. “I’ve worked with several 
farmers throughout the year and I’ve 
told them it’s not about whether you 
can grow the product; it’s about whether 
you can sell it. Fortune 500 companies 
spend more than 40 percent of their 
budgets on marketing. So that gives you 
an idea what the top players are doing. 
Producing food is needed in the world. 
So why not do everything possible to 
market it?”
[For complete article, go to: http://www.
greenvilleonline.com/story/money/
business/2015/04/08/pecan-industry-
seeking-ways-grow-value/25467363/ 
and for more on American Pecan Board 
visit: http://pecanboard.com/.]

Pecans out of their shell.

Pecan orchard in eastern Sumter County.

Green pecans on the tree.

http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/money/business/2015/04/08/pecan-industry-seeking-ways-grow-value/25467363/ 
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/money/business/2015/04/08/pecan-industry-seeking-ways-grow-value/25467363/ 
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/money/business/2015/04/08/pecan-industry-seeking-ways-grow-value/25467363/ 
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/money/business/2015/04/08/pecan-industry-seeking-ways-grow-value/25467363/ 
http://pecanboard.com/
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Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
announced the award of over $9 million 
to expand and accelerate wood energy 
and other wood product markets. The 
federal funds will leverage $22 million 
in investments from partners, resulting 
in a total investment of $31 million in 
23 states.
Clemson’s Wood Utilization + Design 
Institute (WU+D) was selected to 
receive the grant “Expanding the Use 
of Wood Building Products in SC” that 
was submitted to the USDA FS WERC 
in January.
“Working with our partners, the Forest 
Service is promoting deployment of 
new technologies, designed to support 
new market opportunities for wood 
energy and innovative wood building 
materials,” said Vilsack. “This funding 
also supports forest management needs 
on the National Forest System and other 
forest lands throughout the United 
States.”
“The Forest Service recognizes the need 
for a strong forest products industry 

to help accomplish forest restoration 
work,” said Forest Service Chief Tom 
Tidwell. “One of the best opportunities 
for reducing the cost of restoration 
treatments is to ensure strong markets 
for the byproducts of these treatments.”
This year over 100 proposals were 
received for the Wood Innovations grant 
program, highlighting the expanding 
use of wood as a renewable energy 
source and as a building material. 
The awarded funds will stimulate the 
use of hazardous fuels from National 
Forest System lands and other forested 
lands to promote forest health while 
simultaneously generating rural jobs.
For more information on the grant and 
cooperative agreement program, visit 
http://www.na.fs.fed.us/werc/wip/2015-
rfp.shtm.
States receiving funding include: Alaska, 
Ariz., Calif., Colo., Idaho, Ill., La., 
Mass., Mich., Minn., Mont., N.C., 
Neb., Nev., Ore., Pa., S.C., S.D., 
Utah, Va., Vt., Wash., and Wis. See a 
complete list of the awards.

Today, the Secretary also announced 
a new partnership agreement between 
USDA and the Softwood Lumber 
Board (SLB) to help coordinate 
research, demonstration and market 
development for innovative wood 
building technologies in the built 
environment. The SLB is an industry-
funded research and promotion 
program designed to promote the 
benefits and uses of softwood lumber 
products in outdoor, residential and 
non-residential construction. Through 
cooperative planning and execution 
of research and promotional activities, 
the USDA and SLB will create jobs in 
rural communities, expand wood use 
in the built environment and stimulate 
demand for forest products.

USDA Awards Funds to Expand and Accelerate Wood Energy 

Members of the Piedmont West Unit 
performed a controlled burn for retiree 
Kirk Weyman’s client in Anderson 
County April 9. The burn was for 
a CRP tract of 25 acres. Piedmont 
West Unit Forester Michael Weeks, 
Project Forester Trey Cox, and Forest 
Technician David Bagwell performed 
the burn.

Past and Present Project Foresters Burn

Trey Cox and Kirk Weyman.
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Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina

Fire Weather Outlook
April
- Above normal wildland fire potential 
across the north central U.S. and  
portions of Southern California.
- Below normal wildland fire potential 
will continue along the coastal plain of 
the Southeast as well as Puerto Rico.
May
- Wildland fire potential across the 
north central portion of the U.S. will 
return to normal in May
- Above normal wildland fire potential 
will expand across into northern 
California, southwestern Arizona, and 
much of Hawaii.
- Below normal fire potential will 
develop on the southern Rockies Front 
Range and persist in Puerto Rico.
June through July
- Above normal wildland fire potential 
will expand to across the West Coast, 
part of the northern Rockies and Great 
Basin, and continue for most of Hawaii.
- Below normal wildland fire potential 
will spread across the Tennessee and 
Lower Mississippi Valleys.

For April, NOAA’s Climate Prediction 
Center (CPC) indicates a higher 
probability of warmer-than-normal 
conditions in Alaska and all of 
the western U.S. Below normal 
temperatures are anticipated in the 
Northeast and across much of Texas and 

New Mexico. Precipitation is expected 
to be above median in April for the Four 
Corners region and along the coast from 
Texas to the Carolinas.
The trend of below normal precipitation 
is expected to continue across the 
heart of the South, increasing the risk 
of wildfire as the transition to green 
up occurs. Wetter-than-normal trends 
in the southern Plains are expected 
to reduce the wildfire threat through 
the period. For the central Southern 
Area, green up will end the season with 
increasing rain potential returning from 
May into June.
Southern Area: Above normal 
significant wildland fire potential is 
expected in the eastern portion of the 
Tennessee Valley in April. Below normal 
potential is expected in April from 
the Gulf Coast through mid-Atlantic. 
Below normal potential is also forecast 
in the Tennessee Valley for June and 
July. Otherwise, near normal potential 
is expected across the remainder of the 
geographic Area for the outlook period 
April through July.
Conditions remain very wet overall 
for the vast majority of the Southern 
geographic Area due to above normal 
rainfall and the high frequency of 
storm events that have been a weekly 
occurrence. In contrast, it has been 
persistently drier-than-normal across 
western Oklahoma, the Texas Panhandle 
and southern Florida. This drier trend 
will likely continue for the upcoming 

period for this part of Florida.
For Puerto Rico, below normal 
significant wildland fire potential is 
expected for the outlook period April 
through July.

MONTH and YEAR TO DATE COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5 AND 10 YEAR AVERAGE
Time Period               APRIL              JULY-APRIL          FISCAL YEAR
                  Fires Acres        Fires Acres        Fires  Acres
5 Year Average     256 1,744.9        1,859  12,025.0     2,109 13,566.2
10 Year Average    328   4,217.7        2,155   14,855.8     2,458   16,656.8
Current FY¹        124       591.8        1,149      5,469.8     1,149     5,469.8
¹To date for current fiscal year
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Photo of the Week

There is unrest in the forest, There is trouble with the trees.
For the maples want more sunlight, And the oaks ignore their pleas.

The trouble with the maples, (And they’re quite convinced they’re 
right)
They say the oaks are just too lofty, And they grab up all the light.
But the oaks can’t help their feelings, If they like the way they’re made.
And they wonder why the maples, Can’t be happy in their shade.

There is trouble in the forest, And the creatures all have fled.
As the maples scream ‘Oppression!’ And the oaks just shake their 
heads.

 So the maples formed a union, And demanded equal rights.
 ‘The oaks are just too greedy, We will make them give us light.’
 Now there’s no more oak oppression, For they passed a noble law.
 And the trees are all kept equal, By hatchet, axe and saw.

Song: “The Trees”
Artist: Rush

Album: Hemispheres, 1978

Listen: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=JnC88xBPkkc

Can you think of a song with 
tree- or forestry-related lyrics? 
Let us know, and we’ll share it 
with everyone.

Our geese are back at the Headquarters. These two Canada Geese visit every year. Doug Wood took 
this photo in front of the HQ.

Please send in your 
photos to Michelle 
Johnson at mjohnson@
scfc.gov.

Quote of the Week

The tongue is a small part of 
the body, but it makes great 
boasts. Consider what a 
great forest is set on fire by a 
small spark.

- James 3:5 (NIV)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnC88xBPkkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnC88xBPkkc
mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov
mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov
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The current Commissioners.The first group of Commissioners

The Commission
After the Act creating the South Carolina State Commission of Forestry was passed, a Commission had to be created.  In 
accordance with the Act, the Commission was to be charged with: protection of forest lands from fire; assistance to private 
landowners in the development, management and marketing of their woodlands; and the establishment, development and 
operation of a state parks system.
The Commission was originally set up to be comprised of a five member board, appointed by the Governor.  Today, there are 
nine members on the Commission. All must be residents of the state.  Of this commission, two members shall be “practical 
lumbermen,” one member shall be “a farmer who is a landowner,” three members shall be selected and appointed from the public 
at large, two members shall be appointed by the Governor from the public at large upon the advice and consent of the Senate and 
the ninth member shall be the President of Clemson University or the Dean of the School of Forestry to serve as his designee on 
the commission. The members of the commission shall be selected and appointed with reference to their knowledge of and interest 
in the forests of the State and the products derived therefrom. In 
making appointments, the Governor shall make all reasonable effort 
to provide representation from every geographical section of the 
State and a reasonable balance between the interests of corporations 
and individuals.
They select a chairman and serve without pay, receiving only actual 
expenses.  The Commission meets as often as public interest and 
demands warrant (currently that is five scheduled times a year).  
Each Commissioner serves for six years (except the Clemson 
president).
The 
Commission 
delegates 
administrative 
and technical 
responsibilities 
to the State 
Forester, who 
acts as the 
Secretary to the 
Commission.


