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Good day,
Intense wildfire activity continued in Florida and 
Georgia in May, leading to the deployment of 
16 of our personnel.  Our Commission team 
performed admirably in all ways from direct 
fire suppression operations to media contacts as 
shown in an article in this issue of the bulletin.  
We are proud of all those who have been 
deployed to help other states so far this year and 
are happy to have them back safely. 
Our state employee appreciation events 
have continued during the past month, 
and we again say thank you to each 
member of our team for fulfilling their 
individual role in making our agency 
successful and effective.  In addition, a 
lot of time has gone into the preparation 
and execution of these events to be sure 
they were well done.  Thank you to all 
who stepped up to set up and host these 
important occasions.   
Memorial Day provided us the time 
to remember our military heroes who 
gave their lives protecting our country.  
We all get to enjoy this holiday and 
everyday freedoms in the United States 

because of their service and sacrifice. 
We should always be mindful that 
“Freedom is not free.”
At the end of last week, the General 
Assembly’s Budget Conference 
Committee completed its deliberations 
on the state budget for Fiscal Year 
2017-2018.  Our Commission 
received a small increase in recurring 
funding with the addition of three 
funded positions and $1 million of 
non-recurring funding for equipment 
replacement, which will be added to 
the approximate $1.5 million provided 
by Act 273 funding from taxes paid 
on insurance premiums.  We were 

Smokey  Throws First Pitch at Fireflies Game 
Page 10

Personnel Assisting Florida 
Page 4
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The cover photo shows one of the pine stands on 
Piedmont Forestry Center, taken from the sUAS camera.

hoping for significantly more funding 
improvements, but are thankful to 
receive a budget increase for the sixth 
straight year, given the demands the 
state has for funding its many programs 
and services.
Other positive outcomes from this year’s 
budget deliberations included:

•The passage of H. 3719, which 
added campfires and other 
recreational fires to the list of 
activities that can be prohibited 
under a State Forester’s Burning 
Ban. The Forestry Commission 
sought the change in state law 
after an escaped campfire started 

the Pinnacle Mountain Fire last 
November, the largest, longest and 
costliest fire in Upstate history (see 
full story on page 8);
•Employees’ health insurance costs 
were fully funded, meaning that 
employees will see no increase in 
their premiums or co-pays in the 
upcoming fiscal year;
•The General Assembly capped 
employees’ retirement contribution 
at 9% for SCRS members and 
9.75% for PORS members.

There are several state forestry 
commissions in the South and East that 
have had their funding greatly decreased 

this year and for next year.  Looking 
forward, we will be preparing our 
budget request for the 2018-2019 year 
in late summer and will again request 
the funds that we believe are needed to 
operate effectively and safely.
Best regards,

On the Cover

State Forester Gene Kodama and Deputy State Forester Tom Patton  hand out Pinnacle Mountain Fire appreciation 
certificates and challenge coins at the HQ Employee Appreciation Lunch May 25.

State Forester Gene Kodama  caught up with Smokey 
Bear at the Columbia Fireflies game May 2 (see page 
10 for story). 

The 90th Anniversary cake at the Employee Appreciation Lunch at the HQ. looked great and tasted even better!
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Employee News Caught ON CAMERA
New Employees

Evan Peterson
Personnel News

Allendale/Hampton Supervisor Terrell Smith and 
Forest Technician Lowell Parnell clean up after the 
turkey hunt at Niederhof Forestry Center

State Forester Gene Kodama speaks with employees at 
Niederhof Forestry Center as Tilly, Pete Stuckey’s puppy, 
would rather he throw a  stick for her to fetch.

Berkeley/Charleston Project Forester Jacqueline 
Lintzenich  endorses the use of bug spray in the 
lowcountry during the WITO Hunt (see page 12).

SCFC Provides Assistance to Southern States 
The South Carolina Forestry Commission has sent resources to several southern 
states since March to assist with wildfires.
In March the Southern Compact was activated for Oklahoma, and the Forestry 
Commission sent foresters Jeff Riggin and Michael McGill as an engine boss and 
engine operator respectively, to the NW Oklahoma Complex incident. Forest 
Technicians Bert Kelly and John Wilson were sent to the Oklahoma Springs Fire 
as a tractor plow operator and Type 2 firefighter, respectively.
In April and May, several single resources were dispatched to Florida and Georgia. 
These included Steve Moore as Plans Chief, Jaime Jones as Facilities Unit Leader, 
Trey Cox as Type 1 Firefighter, and Sam St. Louis, Jeff Riggin, and Jeremy Gantt 
as Engine Bosses.
In May the Southern Compact opened for the Florida wildfires. Sixteen personnel 
were deployed to different parts of Florida to assist as engine bosses, engine 
operators, strike team leaders, swampers, and tractor plow operators. These 
individuals were Tim Hunt, Billy Green, Michael Weeks, Clay Cooper, David 
Bagwell, GraceAnna Schilz, Terry Cook, Jacob Morrell, Roosevelt Seegars, Justin 
Hasert, Robbie Benton, Michael McGill, Jim Zelenak, John Scott Cloninger, 
Michael Black, and John Wilson.
The SC Forestry Commission has contributed almost 5,500 man-hours assisting 
these states with wildfires this spring.

Berkeley/Charleston Sector Forest Technician Tramaine Williams 
resigned effective May 22.

We would like to welcome Forest Technician Evan Peterson. Evan 
started working May 8 in the Lexington/Richland Sector. He lives 
in Blythewood and attended Heathwood Hall. Evan previously 
worked with the Columbia Fire Department.  Welcome, Evan!

Blessing Recognized by Senator Alexander
Piedmont Forestry Center 
Manager Paul Blessing was 
honored May 20 at the Fishing 
Rodeo with a certificate from 
Senator Thomas C. Alexander 
of Oconee and Pickens 
Counties for his dedicated 
efforts in making the annual 
fishing rodeo a success.  Paul’s 
relentless commitment in 
keeping the SC Piedmont 
Forestry Center a jewel of 
Oconee County has greatly 
enhanced many children’s lives 
while introducing them to the 
sport of fishing.  Paul’s tireless dedication and hard work is greatly appreciated by 
the citizens of Oconee County and the state of South Carolina.

Paul Blessing, with his wife Judi, was honored by Senator Alexander’s 
certificate.
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SCFC Provides Wildfire Assistance to Southern States 

Two SCFC dozers on initial attack.

SCFC engines in Florida. Flames get a little too close to a Florida dozer.

John Scott Cloninger, Tim Hunt, John Wilson, Michael McGill, 
Michael Black, Jim Zellenak, and Billy Green stayed busy 
with wildfires in Florida.

Horry/Marion Project Forester GraceAnna Schilz  mops 
up in North Port, Fla. at the Raintree Fire that burned  
3,500 acres.

Berkeley/Charleston Forest Technician Michael Black sprays foam 
to mop up on a fire near Lake Okeechobee, Fla.

Sand Hills State Forest Equipment Operator Roosevelt Seegars and Forest Technician Jacob Morell  
perform mopup on  smouldering debris on the Raintree Fire in Florida.

SCFC personnel fight a 100-acre brush fire near St. Lucie, Fla.
SCFC dozer strike team of  Billy Green, John Scott Cloninger, Michael McGill,  John WIlson, and 
Michael Black  fight fire on a 4,000-acre wildifre near Lake Okeechobee, Fla.
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Mary Fallin, the Governor 
of Oklahoma, sent a letter of 
commendation to State Forester Gene 
Kodama thanking the agency for 
the wildfire suppression support we 
provided them in March.
Lexington/Richland Project Forester 
Jeff Riggin and Abbeville/Greenwood/
Laurens Project Forester Michael 
McGill assisted in Oklahoma at the 
NW Complex incident. Darlington/
Marlboro Sector Forest Technician 
Bert Kelley and Aiken/Barnwell Sector 
Forest Technician John Wilson assisted 
at the Okllahoma Springs Fire.

Oklahoma Governor Sends Appreciation for Wildfire Assistance

Wildfires are burning in the Southeast in what continues to be an unusually dry spring and an exceptionally busy fire season in 
Florida, Georgia, Oklahoma, and Texas. The South Carolina Forestry Commission has provided firefighting resources to several 
of these states and will continue to assist until conditions improve.
Florida and eastern Georgia are experiencing dry soil conditions with low water tables and low stream flows. These conditions, 
combined with the accumulating drought from the fall of 2016, are producing fuels that support fires of long duration. 
Additionally, these fires are exhibiting fire behavior that is more extreme than would normally be expected. While much of 
the United States has seen reprieve from drought conditions in recent months, the situation has worsened significantly across 
Florida since February. Florida is in the middle of its worst wildfire season in years – with no end in sight. Additional resources 
from within the Southern Area are needed to support these fires. 
The Southern Region has the most active fire activity in the country right now. Rainfall in the last week has helped the 
situation but there are currently seven large incidents in the South and wildfires burning 206,374 acres with 1,480 personnel 
assigned to these incidents.  Over 2.2 million acres has burned in the South this year. The West Mims Fire in Georgia is the 
largest and has burned over 152,515 acres alone. 

Southern States Having a Busy Fire Season
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The end of Fiscal Year 2017 is fast approaching and the Accounting, Purchasing and Human Resource Departments once again 
requests your assistance to ensure that all deposits, payments and leave are made and are recorded in the correct fiscal year.  
To ensure a timely and accurate year end close out, all non-essential spending will be cut off during the month of June, 
to include Visa card purchases and travel.  (Specific deadline/cut-off dates are detailed below)  As a reminder, non-essential 
spending includes items that are not a necessity and can be purchased after the beginning of the new Fiscal Year.

Accounting
Payments
All goods and services RECEIVED on or before June 30th, 2017 must be paid with Fiscal Year 2017 funds.  After July 14th, 
the Comptroller General’s Office will not issue a check for expenditures or travel that were incurred prior to June 30th, 2017.  
In order to accurately close out the current fiscal year please adhere to the following: 

-Travel:  Do not combine travel documents for the month of June and July.  Any travel that occurred during the month of 
June and is not received in Accounts Payable by Tuesday July 11th will be too late to process by the July 14th cutoff date 
and will not be paid.
-Invoices:  The processing of an invoice can take up to 7 days during year-end closeout.  Because of this, all invoices for 
goods and services received on or before June 30th, 2017 should be submitted to the Accounting Department no later 
than Thursday, July 6th, 2017. 
-Visa card:  To ensure that Visa card purchases do not cross fiscal years, NO purchases are to be made using Visa card 
after Friday, June 9th, 2017.  Personnel reviewing monthly Visa receipts and reallocating costs should begin their reviews 
immediately after the billing cycle ends on June 27th, 2017.  All Visa information should be submitted to Jane Leneave no 
later than Monday, July 3rd, 2017.  Visa card holders may resume purchases using their card starting on Saturday, July 1st, 
2017.

At year-end close out, the volume of work increases in Accounts Payable, so as a reminder please remember to send the original 
invoice plus one (1) copy of the invoice to Accounts Payable.  

Deposits
All deposit slips transmitted for Fiscal Year 2016-2017 for the month of June must be received by the State Treasurer’s Office 
no later than 10:30 a.m. on Friday, July 7th, 2017.  All receipts that you have on hand for the month of June, 2017 must be 
submitted to the Accounting Department, Jane Leneave, no later than close of business on Monday, July 3rd, 2017. 

Purchasing
Purchasing Cutoff
All purchases made by field purchase orders (PO), and regular POs, are to be completed by the close of business on Friday, 
June 9th, 2017.  The only exceptions will be for emergencies.  Invoices received for routine services such as utilities, copier 
leases, etc. are to be processed immediately upon receipt and sent to Accounts Payable, Soni Rai, for payment.  If you have 
not received invoices for these routine services, please contact the appropriate vendor to ensure the invoice is received and paid 
before the July 14th cutoff date.

Human Resources
Year-End Close / Compensated Absences
As a part of the Year-End Closing Package Report, the agency is responsible for reporting the liability of all employees 
accumulated unused annual leave, holiday compensatory and overtime compensatory hours.  It is important for employees 
and supervisors to ensure that leave requested or projected to be taken during the month of June, 2017 is entered and 
approved in SCEIS before June 30th, 2017.  If any employee or supervisor has any questions or issues, please contact the 
Human Resources Department.  

Fiscal Year-End Instructions
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Horry/Marion Project Forester 
GraceAnna Schilz speaks to a WFTS TV 
crew from Tampa, Fla., Tuesday, May 16 
about fighting the 3,500-acre North Port 
wildfire 50 miles south of St. Petersburg. 
“The tops of the trees are pretty scorched. 
It was burning hot when it came through 
here,” she said. “But we love coming in 
helping out other brothers and sisters 
from other states and helping them get 
more firefighters on the ground because 
this is just one of … many fires … going 
on right now.”
At the request of the Florida Forest 
Service, Schilz and 15 other Forestry 
Commission firefighters were deployed 
to the Sunshine State May 13 to assist 
with that state’s nearly 150 active fires. 
Upon arrival in Brooksville, the SCFC 
crews were split up and redistributed to 
different parts of the state.
See the full news story at this link: http://miami.cbslocal.com/2017/05/16/florida-logs-2000-wildfires-since-start-of-the-year/.
Wildfire Mitigation Specialist/Public Information Officer Patrick Mahoney with the Florida Forest Service reports that 
GraceAnna has been utilized quite often to speak with the media and had done an outstanding job representing our agency.

Forest Health Coordinator David 
Jenkins gives a TV interview about 
poison ivy to WACH-Fox 57 
reporter Lena Pringle at the Harbison 
Environmental Education Center 
Tuesday, May 16. The news outlet was 
doing a story on the plant’s aggressive 
proliferation and the marked increase 
in the number of patients seeking 
treatment for exposure this season. 
David explained that the oily organic 
allergen Urushiol found in poison ivy 
is the culprit that causes the telltale 
allergic skin reaction on contact. 
Recent studies also have shown that 
poison ivy exposed to high carbon 
dioxide levels not only grow faster, but 
also produces oil that is more toxic.

Jenkins  Exposes Poison Ivy

Schilz Interviewed While Deployed in Sunshine State

http://miami.cbslocal.com/2017/05/16/florida
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FFA Forestry Competition at Piedmont Forestry Center

Governor Henry McMaster signed into law House Bill 3719 May 19, adding campfires and other recreational fires to the list 
of activities that can be prohibited under a State Forester’s Burning Ban. The legislation also raises the fines levied on those 
convicted of violating the ban to up to $200 for first offenses and at least $500 for second and subsequent offenses.
Previously, campfires, bonfires and open-fire cooking were conspicuous exceptions to the burning restriction imposed by 
such a ban, which the State Forester is given the authority by state law to declare in fire-, weather- and/or resource-related 
emergencies. The only outdoor burning that may be allowed when a State Forester’s Burning Ban is enacted are “fires used for 
non-recreational purposes such as those for human warmth or for the preparation of food for immediate consumption.” With 
this change, however, citizens are not required to notify the Forestry Commission when building a campfire or bonfire.
“The original law contained a loophole that prevented us from banning campfires and bonfires in times of emergency because 
of the way it was worded.” said SCFC Fire Chief Darryl Jones. “Before this change, the State Forester’s Burning Ban applied 
only to fires for which the Forestry Commission is required to take notification, such as for burning yard debris or for 
conducting prescribed fires for forestry, agricultural or wildlife purposes.”
The Forestry Commission sought the change in state law this legislative session after an escaped campfire started the month-
long, 10,623-acre Pinnacle Mountain Fire at Table Rock State Park last November that cost $4.8 million to fight. That 
Pickens County fire became the largest, longest and costliest fire in Upstate history.

Campfires Now Prohibited During State Forester’s Burning Bans

Nine South Carolina high school teams 
competed in the Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) Forestry Competition 
at Poe Creek State Forest May 6. The 
South Carolina Forestry Commission 
hosted this event along with Regina 
Fitzpatrick, the Program Assistant for 
the South Carolina FFA Association.  
Students competed in individual 
practicums and a team activity, all of 
which go towards the overall team score.  
Individuals were required to identify 15 
native tree species, identify chainsaw 
parts and troubleshoot problems, 
interpret topographic maps, and take 
a general knowledge test.  The team 
activity this year was timber cruising. 
Coming in third place this year was 
Belton-Honea Path.  Woodmont 
High School came in second place. 
Gilbert High School was awarded 
first place overall for the FFA Forestry 
Competition.  Gilbert’s forestry team 
will compete in October at the National 
FFA Convention in Indianapolis.

Education
- Beth Foley

Thurmond High School completes the timber cruising 
team activity.

Students identifying an American sycamore in the 
individual practicum.

Gilbert High School was the overall winning team and will compete at the National FFA Convention.
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Envirofest at Dutch Fork Elementary School
Environmental Education 
Coordinator Matt Schnabel and 
Assistant Coordinator Beth Foley 
celebrated Earth Day with students 
and families from Dutch Fork 
Elementary School at “Envirofest” 
April 20.  Members of the school 
community received information 
about Firewise communities, 
the wildland urban interface, 
outdoor burning, and wildfire 
safety and prevention.  Many other 
environmental organizations were 
present, including the SC Wildlife 
Federation, Palmetto Pride, Sonoco 
Recycling, Midlands Beekeepers 
Association, and many others!  

Multi-agency Exercise Readies Midlands for Worst-case Scenario
Nearly 400 personnel from local, 
state and military agencies as well as 
23 regional hospitals and healthcare 
systems participated in a large-scale 
mock disaster drill Monday and 
Tuesday, May 8 and 9 at Columbia 
Metropolitan Airport designed to 
challenge and improve their response 
capabilities.
The US Department of Defense’s 
Federal Coordination Center and the 
South Carolina Forestry Commission’s 
Incident Management Team led the 
exercise, which simulated the reception, 
triage and tracking of injured and 
evacuated people from a mock disaster.
The exercise was conducted under 
the auspices of the National Disaster 
Medical System, which assists in 
the coordination of governmental, 
non-profit and medical emergency 
resources into a unified response to 
natural disasters, major transportation 
accidents, technological catastrophes 
and acts of domestic terrorism. In an 
actual disaster, the NDMS is activated 
if an incident is so large that it would 
overwhelm local agencies’ ability to 
respond with sufficient medical aid.
The scenario began with an unspecified 
catastrophe striking a distant location 
from which people were flown to 
Columbia for redistribution to area 
medical facilities for further treatment. 

Simulated casualties arrived at the SC 
Aeronautics Commission hangar in two 
medical transport military aircraft.
While the casualties were “pretend,” 
responding personnel, inbound flights, 
medical transport logistics, performance 
expectations, and security procedures 
are not. The South Carolina Forestry 
Commission’s Incident Management 
Team worked with law enforcement and 
the SC State Guard to prioritize safety 
and security.

Serving as a Public Information Officer trainee on the agency’s incident management team during the NDMS 
exercise, Federal Excess Personal Property Manager Brad Bramlett speaks to a reporter from SC Public Radio about 
all the coordination involved in the two-day training. Midlands area media coverage of the event was widespread 
as several TV, radio and newspaper outlets visited the training facility during the mock patients’ arrival.

TV crews were on hand to video the landing of a C-17 
transport plane and the unloading of mock patients.
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Assistant Education Coordinator Beth Foley and Smokey 
give a “thumbs up” to wildfire prevention.

Mason the Firefly and Smokey Bear greeted fans.

Smokey Bear Throws Strike at Fireflies Game
Smokey Bear came out of the woods to 
throw out the ceremonial “first pitch” at 
the May 2 Columbia Fireflies ballgame.
The US Forest Service’s Francis Marion 
and  Sumter National Forests invited 
the SC Forestry Commission and 
Forestry Association of South Carolina 
employees to join them at the ballpark 
for a forestry night. Several employees 
attended.
Administrative Coordinator Tonya 
Steadman escorted Smokey onto the 
field for the first pitch, which was 
a strike. You can view the pitch on 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=kZD2WNKv6sM.
Tonya also lead Smokey around the 
concourse with the Fireflies mascot 
Mason to greet fans and pose for 
photos.
An SCFC employee  served as a last 
minute fill-in for Smokey because 
the USFS employee who originally 
volunteered was deployed to wildfires 
out of state.

Administrative Coordinator Tonya Steadman escorted Smokey around the ball field.

Smokey throws a strike.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZD2WNKv6sM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZD2WNKv6sM
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Clinton Home to Three Awards from Arbor Day Foundation
The city of Clinton and Presbyterian 
College recently received awards from 
the Arbor Day Foundation and is the 
only community in South Carolina that 
is recognized with all three community 
forestry designations of Tree City USA, 
Tree Line USA and Tree Campus USA!  
This is the first year any city in South 
Carolina has earned all three awards, a 
remarkable achievement in community 
forestry for a municipality!
Tree City USA is a program designed 
to recognize those communities 
committed to good quality 
management of public tree resources.   
Four criteria must be met in order for 
a community to become a “Tree City 
USA.” They include the formation of 
a tree board or department responsible 
for public trees, community forestry 
expenditures of $2/capita, adoption of a 
public tree ordinance and celebration of 
Arbor Day.
To complement its Tree City USA 
award this year, the city of Clinton also 
earned the Tree Line USA designation.  
Tree Line USA recognizes utility service 
providers that pursue practices that 
protect and promote healthy urban 
trees while continuing to deliver safe 
and reliable power.  “Trees are a critical 
part of urban landscapes all across the 
United States,” says Dan Lambe, Arbor 
Day Foundation President.  “Service 
providers, like the city of Clinton, 
demonstrate that it’s possible for trees 
and utilities to co-exist for the benefit 
of communities and citizens.” 
To qualify for the Tree Line USA 
designation, a utility company must 
meet several core standards, which 
include practicing quality tree care and 
following industry BMPs; sponsorship 
of public education through tree 
planting initiatives and storm water 

management enhancement; completion 
of annual worker training on utility 
pruning and Integrated Vegetation 
Management (IVM); and participation 
in an Arbor Day celebration.
Clinton’s Presbyterian College earned 
the city’s third award this year, as the 
Arbor Day Foundation recognized 
PC as a Tree Campus USA for the 
second consecutive year.  The Tree 
Campus USA award is presented to 
those colleges dedicated to the campus 
environment.  Much like the Tree City 
USA and Tree Line USA programs, the 
award is earned through commitment 
to good quality management which 
necessitates proper practice, promotion 
of education through campus tree 
projects and events, good planning and 
investment in the trees on the school’s 
campus. 
Successful communities such as Clinton 
are usually backed by the hard work 
of several dedicated individuals who 
are passionate about the importance 
of trees in their community. Thanks 

to the diligence and commitment of 
multiple teams, including the Clinton 
Tree Committee, Clinton’s public 
works department staff, the grounds 
management team at Presbyterian 
College, Clinton’s administrative 
staff, and many concerned citizens 
and volunteers, Clinton has earned 
the status as an exceptional model 
of a highly successful community 
forestry program.  Their achievements 
demonstrate great strides in public 
tree care that fosters a greater sense of 
community pride and inspires other 
communities to strive for successful, 
sustainable public tree management.

Community Forestry
- Dena Whitesides

Clinton city employees hold an Arbor Day tree planting event in November.
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Women’s Turkey Hunt Successful and Fun Despite Heat

The five hunters and their guides pose with the lone gobbler harvested in the warm temperatures.

The Forestry Commission and the 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) sponsored a Women in the 
Outdoors (WITO) turkey hunt at 
Niederhof Forestry Center (NFC) April 
27-28. Five hunters participated in the 
hunt, which only harvested one gobbler 
in the very warm days. 
Edisto Unit Forester Pete Stuckey 
welcomed everyone and gave an 
orientation on NFC, and then State 
Forester Gene Kodama presented an 
overview on the Forestry Commission.  
NWTF’s Travis Sumner and Tom 
Hughes educated the ladies on Turkey 
Hunting 101. The hunters patterned 
their guns on the range and were ready 
to hunt after a safety briefing.
No participant had ever harvested a 
turkey before, so when Lugoff resident 
Nicole Berendzen harvested her first-
ever bird, all the ladies were extremely 
excited. Nicole said, “This was awesome! 
I heard birds to the left and right but 
none would come closer. My arm 
was getting tired. Then a turkey came 
strutting for 20 minutes. It was very 
exciting.” Nicole also saw an armadillo 
and a corn snake.
Mount Pleasant native Mary Helen 
Canaday didn’t harvest a bird but said, 
“This was an awesome hunt. It was a lot 
of action from the minute we got there. 
They were gobbling on the roost and 
came to us strutting but we couldn’t get 
a shot. We saw deer too.”
Catelyn Folert from Aiken enjoyed the 
hunt. She said, “It was cool to be on this 
beautiful property. It is awesome. Y’all 
do a great job of explaining things.”
Berkeley/Charleston/Jasper Project 
Forester Jacqueline Lintzenich took 
leave to join the hunt. It was the first 
time she had ever been hunting. She said 
“It was awesome! But there was a lot of 
sitting and waiting.” She did get to see 
a hen with her young. Jacqueline hopes 
to continue hunting if she can find some 
land to hunt on.
Although only one gobbler was 
harvested, the five ladies enjoyed being 
out in the woods and seeing animals. 
This was the third and the final turkey 
hunt of the year at NFC. 

Nicole Berendzen of Lugoff was excited to harvest her 
first turkey on the hunt.

Mary Helen Canaday shows off the bruise she received 
from her shotgun while patterning her gun.

Four of the hunters, Jacqueline Lintzenich, Mary Helen Canaday, Catelyn Folert, and 
Tracey Scalzott ,enjoyed their time while waiting on Nicole to bring her bird in. 
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Pine Ridge Fire Department Receives $5,000 in Grants
The Pine Ridge Fire Department 
received $5,000 in federal grants 
May 22 intended to help volunteer 
fire departments better prepare for 
firefighting in rural areas.
The South Carolina Forestry 
Commission administers the U.S. Forest 
Service’s Volunteer Fire Assistance (VFA) 
program in South Carolina, awarding 
varying amounts of financial assistance 
to rural/volunteer fire departments every 
year. The grants – based on a 50 percent 
match – are used by the volunteer fire 
departments to organize, train and equip 
themselves to prevent and suppress 
wildfires.

The amount of the awards varies based 
on need, which is determined through 
a rigorous application and selection 
process. The VFA grant application is 
sent out each year in July and is due 
the end of September. Each application 
is reviewed and scored based on values 
that help the firefighting capability of 
both the fire department as well as the 
Forestry Commission. Some of these 
categories include population, years 
funded, annual budget and number of 
wildfires.

SCFC State Forester Gene Kodama, front row left, and Rural Fire Coordinator Brad Bramlett, front row second from 
left, present Pine Ridge Fire Department Chief Ben Waring, front row right, an oversized check representing the 
department’s Volunteer Fire Assistance grant award Monday. Joining the ceremony are Pine Ridge FD staff, SC Rep. 
Joe Daning, R-Berkeley, and SCFC Berkeley County Supervisor Gray Vallentine.

State Forester Gene Kodama checks out the equipment.Rural Fire Coordinator Brad Bramlett explains the 
importance of the VFA program.

Fire
- Brad Bramlett

State Forester Gene Kodama caught Special Projects 
Coordinator Lloyd Mitchell programing 22 portable 
radios at the HQ May 24. Lloyd was still smiling after 
the tedious task.

Enjoying His Work
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Tornadoes Strike Near Sand Hills and Holly Hill
Assistant Forest Director Justin Smith 
reported damage on Sand Hills State 
Forest from two tornadoes that touched 
down in the area May 4. The storm 
took out basically every tree in a two-
to-three acre circle of mature longleaf 
pines on the forest and caused slight 
damage in an adjacent young longleaf 
pine plantation. 
The National Weather Service 
confirmed that during the late evening 
hours of May 4,  a pair of tornadoes 
touched down in Darlington County.  
The first tornado struck the Oates 
community along a two-mile long path 
between 9:37 and 9:44 p.m.  There 
were no injuries reported, however 
wind speeds as high as 95 mph (EF1 on 
the Enhanced Fujita Scale) destroyed 
a mobile home and heavily damaged 
other structures. 
A second tornado touched down 
between 10:07 and 10:10 p.m., this 
one in Hartsville.  Producing damage 
along a 0.9-mile path, this tornado is 
estimated to have had winds of 100 

mph (EF1 on the Enhanced Fujita 
Scale).  A mobile home and utility 
trailer were destroyed, and one person 
was injured near Swift Creek Road.

Trees in a small area on Sand Hills were snapped from the tornado May 4.

Did You Know?
South Carolina is the only state to have a double-sided seal.
The front side of the seal has one of our state mottos on it. The motto written on 
the front side is “Prepared in mind and resources.”
The opposite side of the state seal has a second state motto, “While I breathe, I 
hope.”
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PLT and Buckeye Farms Work Together for Environmental Education
Twelve Project Learning Tree facilitators 
got to learn more about PLT and the 
American Tree Farm program May 19.  
Mr. Billy Cate of Buckeye Farms (2015 
SC Tree Farmer of the Year) hosted 
the annual PLT facilitator refresher at 
his tree farm in Eastover.  Facilitators 
received updates and learned about 
changes in the PLT program (like 
the new online E-Units, changes in 
national sponsorship, and SCPLT’s 
new blended model PLT workshop).  
Then facilitators were trained in the 
Early Childhood PLT curriculum by 
Environmental Education Coordinator 
Matt Schnabel and Assistant 
Environmental Education Coordinator 
Beth Foley.  
Facilitators constructed tree costumes 
and became trees in the activity “To Be 
a Tree.” After a delicious lunch from 
Doc’s BBQ, the facilitators learned 
about management on a private, family 
forest.  Mr. Cate shared the history 
and objectives of Buckeye Farms and 
the American Tree Farm program. The 
facilitators then jumped in the back of 
a hay wagon and Mr. Cate took them 
on a tour of the property.  Mr. Cate 
stopped at different stands to highlight 
the specific objectives (like longleaf pine 
restoration, wildlife, wood production, 
etc.).  The facilitators finished the tour 
a little dusty and sweaty, but more 
knowledgeable about forestry practices. 
The day was finished with special 
recognition for people who have 
contributed so much of their time and 
talents to PLT.  Prizes were awarded 
from a raffle to award facilitators who 
had facilitated workshops in 2016.  
Stephanie Kolok was recognized for 
her years of service as the SC PLT 
Coordinator.  Cindy Gardner was 
recognized for her leadership on the 
steering committee.  Chanda Cooper 
was awarded her plaque for being 
named a National PLT Outstanding 
Educator Honoree. Thanks to everyone 
who helped make the day so special! Education

- Matt Schnabel

Facilitators tour the Cate’s farm on a hayride.
Billy Cate discusses the Tree Farm program.

PLT facilitators wear their “To Be a Tree” activity vests.

Facilitators in attendance were: 
Chanda Cooper (Richland SWCD), 
Russell Hubright (SCFC), Stephanie 
Kolok  (former SCFC Education 
Coordinator), Cindy Gardner (Lander 
University), Dodie Clark (River Oaks 
Retreat),  Ed Donovan (USC Upstate), 
Sharon Donovan, Renee Chewning 
(Military Community Connection), 
Rosemary Wicker (USC Union), 
Jennifer Majors (Lynches River County 
Park),  Janet Steele (Forestry Association 
of South Carolina), Beth Foley (SCFC), 
and Matt Schnabel (SCFC).

Former Environmental Education Coordinator Stephanie 
Kolok was recognized for her years of service as the SC 
PLT Coordinator. 
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Edisto Unit personnel enjoyed their Employee  Appreciation lunch May 24 at Niederhof Forestry Center.

Participants enjoy fishing at   the DNR Fishing Rodeo in 
Myrtle Beach May 20.  The Forestry Commission provided 
handouts and giveaways for the event. Over 150 people 
attended. Horry Forest Technician Derrick Spivey has been 
involved with the event for the past eight years.

Piedmont Forestry Center hosted a DNR Fishing Rodeo May 20. Over 400 were in attendance, and 
over 200 children fished at the event.

Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda Project Forester Henry Hutto evaluates site prep compliance on an FRP 
tract in McCormick County.  The site did not pass inspection due to the failure to control natural pine.
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Service Awards for June
Employee’s Name  Position   Location   State Service  

Charlie Scruggs  Trades Specialist   Manchester State Forest  10 years

Horry/Marion Sector Forest Technician Jeff Rogers received his 20-year pin and certificate from Supervisor Brandon Craig at the 
May meeting in Mullins.  Rogers hit the 20-year mark in January. Congratulations, Jeff!

25 Common American Customs Considered Offensive in Other Countries (Part 16)
MSN Business Insider
There are a number of customs and gestures that Americans use without thinking twice. But when traveling abroad, they will not only out you as a tourist, but could get you in 
hot water in other countries. Here are some of the most common American customs that are seen as offensive elsewhere.
 
16.  Telling people to help themselves
While you think you’re being a host extraordinaire, graciously opening up your home to someone and essentially telling them 
to feel right at home, in some cultures (like in Asia) this hands-off approach is uncomfortable. To them, hosting guests is a 
little more involved.
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Less than a year after the 1,000-year flood of 2015, the entire state of South 
Carolina was mired in drought.
Then Hurricane Matthew struck in October 2016, another 1,000-year rainfall event. 
Less than a year after that, parts of South Carolina again face drought.  “It seems like 
we are always one month away from a drought,” said state climatologist Hope Mizzell, speaking at the South Carolina Water 
Resources Summit at Clemson University last week. “In less than 12 months, the state was impacted by five wet tropical 
storms, including a hurricane, and here we are still talking about drought.”
Mizzell was one of nearly 100 people attending the “Back to the Future of Drought” summit Friday at the Madren 
Conference Center. The half-day summit brought together stakeholders from throughout the state to discuss water use, 
availability and management.
It will be the first in an annual series that builds on the success of the biennial South Carolina Water Resources Conference 
organized by Clemson University. The conference brings experts together to communicate new research methods 
and scientific knowledge; educate scientists, engineers and water professionals; and disseminate useful information to 
policymakers, water managers, industry stakeholders, citizen groups and the public. Conference organizers expect to host two 
“Summit Series” events annually.
Last year marked the eighth driest summer in 122 years, Mizzell said, predicting another hot summer for 2017.  Looking 
through 100 years of rainfall data, South Carolina continues to experience drier summers and wetter fall seasons, she said. 
Groundwater has been in steady decline since the 1990s despite its largest recharge in 50 years from the 2015 flood, she said.
Consistent communication among state agencies, stakeholder groups, utilities and others — an objective of the new Summit 
Series — is critical to water resource management, said Catherine Heigel, director of the S.C. Department of Health and 
Environmental Control.
“We have lived through two 1,000-year events in successive years. We have to invest in building resiliency in our ability to 
handle these abnormal weather events that are coming at us with more frequency,” she said. “Whether it is dealing with flood 
or drought, this is our new normal.”
DHEC is primarily concerned with drinking water availability and overall water quality during low-flow conditions, Heigel 
said.
Clemson University is working to create a program that would utilize the latest technologies in sensing and monitoring to 
continuously assess South Carolina’s capacity to provide water for sustainable agricultural, recreational, industrial, municipal 
and residential use, said Jeffery Allen, director of the university’s South Carolina Water Resources Center and the S.C. Water 
Resources Conference. The program would support assessment procedures and management guidelines outlined in the South 
Carolina Water Plan and has the support of DHEC and the S.C. Department of Natural Resources.
DHEC and DNR, with assistance from Clemson University, are in the midst of a study to assess the amount of surface water 
available in the state’s eight river basins. That information is nearly complete, said Ken Rentiers, deputy director for land, 
water and conservation at the DNR.
An assessment of groundwater availability will follow, along with forecasts of future water demand, to create regional water 
resource plans and a statewide water management plan, Rentiers said. The data collected during assessments will help identify 
areas that would be stressed in periods of drought and plan accordingly. It also could shape the state’s water-resources policy 
and provide an accurate method to evaluate trends in water availability and use, he said. Proper management also could help 
the state avoid disputes with its neighbors, Rentiers said.
http://newsstand.clemson.edu/mediarelations/new-clemson-event-series-keeps-focus-on-water-protection/

Clemson Series Focuses on Protection of  Water Resources

Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.
Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One hat said to the other: ‘You stay here; I’ll go on a head.’
I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me.

No Pun Intended...

http://newsstand.clemson.edu/mediarelations/new
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Chesterfield/Kershaw/Lancaster Project Forester Donnie McDaniel 
evaluates  a cost-share planting job in Chesterfield County.

Coastal Regional Forester Calvin Bailey certifies a site preparation site in Colleton County.

Special Projects Coordinator Lloyd Mitchell, Pee Dee Communications 
Manager Donald Bryant, and Piedmont Communications Manager David 
Morrow reprogram radios at the HQ May 18.

Half of the law enforcement officers of the agency attended in-service training May 18 at the HQ.

Law enforcement officers undergo Taser training at their in-service training May 18.
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The annual Woodland Clinic field 
day was held April 25 at the Connie 
Maxwell Children’s Home farm 
in Greenwood.  Fifty-six students 
from seven area high schools and 
organizations participated in the 
competition. 
The Woodland Clinic, formerly a 
project of the Ninety Six District 
RC&D Council, lives on as a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit corporation.  Funds for the 
Clinic came from contributions from 
the forestry community. All volunteers 
are given a Woodland Clinic hat to wear 
for the event.
A number of SC Forestry Commission 
personnel from Columbia and the 
Piedmont Region participated, as did 
several retirees.  Jimmy Walters, as 
vice-chair of the Woodland Clinic, 
emceed the event.  Forestry Commission 
helpers included Russell Hubright, 
Lowe Sharpe, Dena Whitesides, Michael 
Weeks, Michael McGill, Clay Cooper 
(who competed in the clinic when he 
was in high school), Robert Gable, 
Buddy Gunter,  Brad Bramlett and  
Henry Hutto.  Besides Jimmy, retirees 
Andy Boone and Walt Woodrum and 
his wife, Joanne, joined in.  Other 
assistance came from Clemson 
Extension, W.K. Brown Timber 
Corporation, NRCS and Conservation 
District personnel, and volunteers from 
Connie Maxwell and the community.
The teams competed in Compass and 
Pacing, Tree Measurement, Tree and 
Forest Pest Identification, and Forestry 
Tools and Equipment. A fun event, the 
“Lumberjack Race,” involved using a 
crosscut saw, bow saws, peaveys and log 
carriers to compete against the clock.  
The round-robin competition was won 
by a team from Dixie High School in 
Due West, with second and third place 
going to Saluda and Laurens High 
School, respectively. Ninety Six High 
School won the Lumberjack Race, 
and the overall individual winner was 
Branson McClain of Dixie High School. 
Plans are to hold the Woodland Clinic 
in the same location next year, April 24, 
2018.  Mark your calendar!

Dixie High School Takes Woodland Clinic Crown

Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda Project Forester Henry Hutto  assists a Woodland Clinic participant in proper use of a 
Biltmore stick.

Piedmont West Unit Forester Michael Weeks distributes compasses and score sheets as students begin the compass 
and pacing course.

Lowe Sharpe and Dena Whitesides hurry to grade the 
Tree and Forest Pest Identification papers before the 
next rotation.

Forest Technician Buddy Gunter coaches the crosscut 
saw competition in the Lumberjack Race.
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PLT Changes Coming
The American Forest Foundation’s Board of Trustees voted to transfer Project Learning Tree (PLT) to the Sustainable Forestry 
Initiative Inc. The formal transfer agreement for PLT is expected to be signed by SFI and AFF in July 2017 pending successful 
legal and contractual arrangements. 
For more information, see www.plt.org/plt-transition. 

Upcoming Solar Eclipse Path
On Monday, August 21, 2017, all of 
North America will be treated to an 
eclipse of the sun. Anyone within the 
path of totality can see one of nature’s 
most awe inspiring sights - a total solar 
eclipse. This path, where the moon 
will completely cover the sun and the 
sun’s tenuous atmosphere - the corona 
- can be seen, will stretch from Salem, 
Oregon to Charleston, South Carolina. 
Observers outside this path will still see 
a partial solar eclipse where the moon 
covers part of the sun’s disk. 
The swath of the shadow will touch 
the United States for only 1 hour, 33 
minutes and 16.8 seconds. From there, 
the moon’s shadow continues on, out 
over the Atlantic Ocean, not to touch 
any more land before deftly lifting off 
the earth’s surface near Africa about 75 
minutes after it leaves the US.
At 2:36:02 pm, the shadow of the great 
2017 total eclipse first touches the 
final state in its path, South Carolina.  
Greenville will be fully in shadow by 
2:38 pm for 2 minutes and 14  seconds 
of totality. Columbia will be the fifth 
state capital to be immersed in shadow 

for just under 2 minutes and 30 seconds 
.Sumter lies in the path, as do big, 
beautiful lakes Marion and Moutrie. 
The last large city to see the 2017 
eclipse will be Charleston. It lies on the 
southern edge of the path, but because 
folks in Mt. Pleasant will get almost 
two minutes of totality. The last city to 
see the shadow will be McClellanville, 
SC. From there, the shadow will take its 
leave of the last piece of American soil 

at 2:49:07 pm. 
Find your location on this interactive 
map and check to see how close you 
will be to the eclipse at:  http://xjubier.
free.fr/en/site_pages/solar_eclipses/
TSE_2017_GoogleMapFull.html.  You 
can zoom right down to your street. It 
doesn’t work that well on a phone, the 
best results are on a computer screen.

The path of the 2017 solar eclipse crosses South Carolina August 21..

In a letter to State Forester Gene Kodama dated May 23 regarding Trip Miller’s involvement with the SC Envirothon:
Mr. Kodama:
On Friday May 5th, sixteen high school teams from all parts of the state descended upon the Sandhill Research and Education 
Center near Columbia for the 21st Annual Envirothon competition. This year’s winning team is from Spartanburg High 
School. In July, the Spartanburg team will compete with over 50 other states and provincial teams in the National Conservation 
Foundation Envirothon in Maryland.
The continued success of the SC Envirothon is due in large part to the support from partnering agencies like the South Carolina 
Forestry Commission. On behalf of the SC Envirothon Steering Committee and the volunteers, thank you for the assistance of 
James “Trip” Miller at the SC Envirothon, and thank you for your continued support.
Sincerely,
Marc L. Cribb 
Program Manager, Conservation Districts 
SC Department of Natural Resources

www.plt.org/plt
http://xjubier.free.fr/en/site_pages/solar_eclipses/TSE_2017_GoogleMapFull.html
http://xjubier.free.fr/en/site_pages/solar_eclipses/TSE_2017_GoogleMapFull.html
http://xjubier.free.fr/en/site_pages/solar_eclipses/TSE_2017_GoogleMapFull.html
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Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Forestry Technician II (Timber) 
Closing Date/Time: Continuous  
Agency Hiring Range: Min: $26,989.00   Max:$26,989.00 
Job Type: FTE - Full-Time 
Location: Sumter County, South Carolina  
Normal Work Schedule: Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 

JOB RESPONSIBILITIES: 
THIS IS A RE-ADVERTISEMENT. PREVIOUS APPLICANTS NEED NOT RE-APPLY. YOUR APPLICATION WILL 
BE CONSIDERED FOR THIS POSTING. Under direct supervision, assists in managing the timber, wildlife, and public on 
Manchester State Forest. Assists with forest management activities including but not limited to prescribed burning, wildfire 
suppression, timber cruising, timber marking, wildlife and recreation management, and general maintenance. Assists with 
forest product sale preparation to include establishment of sale boundaries, timber and pinestraw sales and evaluations. Assists 
in performing forest inventory and inspects completed forest activities. Assists in directing forest management operations such 
as logging operations, forestry best management

MINIMUM AND ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: 
A high school diploma and two (2) years experience in forestry management. An Associate Degree in forestry or natural 
resources may be substituted for the required work experience. Must pass initial physical fitness test that requires a two (2) mile 
walk carrying a 25 lb pack in 30 minutes. Firefighter registration with the State Fire Marshal’s Office and criminal background 
check is required.

CURRENT JOB OPENINGS

Logging and the English Language
Some of the ways in which we describe timber harvesting go back over a hundred years. Since then, meanings for some of the 
words have been lost. (Part 7 of 9) 
Forestry is filled with terms that are sometimes misused but fun to learn about. It’s part of the jargon that all professions must 
deal with. Even a seemingly common measurement can be ambiguous. Take diameter, for instance. Is it the diameter at 4.5 
feet (standard) or diameter at stump height? There can be a significant difference in a logging contract.
Asking people to define their terms is a good idea. Words sometimes do matter. Clarity in conversation, and especially in 
contracts, can go a long way to avoid misunderstanding. In some cases, this clarity can mean the difference between thousands 
of dollars or the quality of forest health and vigor. Yet another good reason to hire a professional forester to help manage 
woodlands. This article was published by Michigan State University Extension. http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/logging_and_the_english_
language 

“Old growth” is another commonly misused term. Correctly used, old growth refers to a set of forest characteristics, although the elements 
of a particular set of conditions are argued among the ecological community. A single tree is never “old growth”, although it might be an 
old tree. A stand of large diameter trees is not necessarily “old growth” (and usually is not).
A single tree can be large and, perhaps, old. Large trees are often not as old as people might think. A three-foot-diameter black willow or 
cottonwood might be only 50 years old. Conversely, a three-inch diameter black spruce might be 150 years old.
An “old” tree does not have a specific number of years by definition. Old is a relative term based on the various lifespans of different tree 
species. For a quaking aspen, 75 years is old. For a white pine, 200 years might be a more appropriate number for “old”.

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/logging_and_the_english_language
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/logging_and_the_english_language
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Employee Appreciation

Edisto Unit

Columbia HQ

Coastal Regional Forester Calvin Bailey hands out 90th anniversary coins to 
Edisto employees  May 24 at Niederhof Forestry Center.

Beaufort/Jasper Sector  Forest Technician Marc Green and Forest 
Warden Moses Maine check out Marc’s certificate for the Pinnacle 
Mountain Fire.

Forest Management Chief Russell Hubright updates Edisto 
personnel on the budget.

Allendale/Hampton Sector Supervisor Terrell Smith and 
Edisto Unit Forester Pete Stuckey prepare  lunch for the 
Hampton Zone.

Project Forester Tyler Grenier and 
Beaufort/Jasper Sector Supervisor Russell 
Mixson share a laugh.

Deputy State Forester Tom 
Patton briefs employees on 
the budget.

Administrative 
Coordinator  
Tonya Steadman 
and State 
Forester Gene 
Kodama cut the 
90th Anniversary 
cake.

Forest Resource 
Analyst Scott 
Danskin shows 
off his 90th 
Anniversary 
coin.

Forest Health Coordinator David Jenkins talks with 
Commissioner Eric Smith.

Protection Chief Darryl Jones receives a 
challenge coin from State Forester Gene 
Kodama for his assistance on the Pinnacle 
Mountain Fire.



June 201724

Rally® can help you get healthier, one small step at a time. 
They will show you how to make simple changes to your daily 
routine, set smart goals for yourself and stay on target. You’ll 
get personalized recommendations to get you moving more, 
eating better, feeling great — and you’ll have fun doing it.
Start with the quick Health Survey. It will give you your 
Rally Age, a measure of your overall health, and recommend 
Missions for you — simple activities designed to immediately 
improve your diet, fitness and mood. Start easy, and level up 
when you’re ready.
Plus, there are lots of ways to earn Rally Coins, which you can 
use for a chance to win awesome rewards. Rack up coins for 
participating in Missions, pushing yourself in a Challenge — 
even just for logging in every day
Get started today!

1. Go to www.StateSC.SouthCarolinaBlues.com
2. Log in to your My Health Toolkit account
3. Select Wellness, then Rally

Rally is available to you at no additional cost as part of your State Health Plan benefits.

Getting Healthier Just Got Easier

IMPORTANT - Year-End Close/Compensated Absences Reminder
As part of the year-end close, the Human Resources office is responsible for completing the Compensated Absence Summary 
Report.  This report includes the liability of all employees accumulated unused annual leave earned, accumulated unused 
holiday compensatory time, and accumulated unused compensatory time.  We understand there may be some employees 
who have accumulated unused compensatory hours in their SCEIS buckets from the Hurricane Matthew and/or Pinnacle 
Mountain fire.
It is imperative for employees and supervisors to ensure that current or future 
leave requests in any of these categories are entered and approved no later than 
June 30.  Please contact the Human Resources Office if you have any questions.  
Thank you.

Human Resources
- Lynn Rivers

Questions Yankee Prospects Always Ask
Just  how big are the bugs down here?
Can the road to my house be paved?
Can alligators bite when swimming underwater?
Do grits grow on a bush or a tree?
Will my children be safe in the backyard with all the snakes you have down here?
Southern Business & Development

www.StateSC.SouthCarolinaBlues.com
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Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina

Fire Weather Outlook

MONTH AND YEAR TO DATE COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5 AND 10-YEAR AVERAGE

Time Period   MAY  JULY-MAY    FISCAL YEAR
 FIRES ACRES FIRES ACRES FIRES ACRES
5 Year Average     109 654 1,557 9,250 1,646 9,744 
10 Year Average    138 666 2,006 13,835 2,162 14,889
Current FY¹        68 349 2,025 25,604 2,025 25,604

¹To date for current fiscal year

Florida and southeastern Georgia 
continue to experience significant fire 
activity as warmer and drier than normal 
conditions persist. Worsening drought 
conditions in these areas continue to lead 
to increased fire activity and behavior. 
Recent precipitation events have not 
been significant or frequent enough to 
provide relief. The existing conditions and 
activity are expected to peak by early June 
before beginning to show improvement 
and subside as tropical patterns develop 
bringing beneficial precipitation. Wildfire 
activity across the Southern Plains has 
begun to wane as the seasonal shift 
westward begins.
The Deep South continued to see drier 
than normal conditions, especially across 
central Florida where less than 25% of 
normal precipitation was received. 
Temperatures across the southern third 
of the nation, from Southern California 
to the Carolinas, are expected to remain 
above normal through June. However, a trend toward normal temperatures in July and August may take hold as the tropical 
season begins and brings the Monsoon to the Southwest and as more significant storm activity develops over Florida and along 
the Gulf and Atlantic Coasts.
Southern Area: Above normal significant fire potential is expected through August from southern Georgia through south-
central Florida. Drought conditions continue to persist across south Georgia and Florida and little improvement is expected 
for the most part into June. Deep south Florida may be an eventual outlier as weather patterns may produce an improving 
environment for diurnal storms and rain activity. 
For the Southern Area, eventually a return of a wetter and lower fire risk fall weather pattern with warmer than average and 
drier than average weather patterns punctuating the months of June and July is generally expected. Fire risks during the fall will 
almost certainly be lower than they were during the fall of 2016. As a transition into the summer occurs, vegetative stress could 
develop as areas of warmer and drier than average conditions peak during the first half of summer. 
For June, minimum humidities are expected to gradually improve in the southeast as the transition to a summertime pattern 
begins and which would result in a more characteristic pattern of afternoon shower and thunderstorm activity. Lightning strike 
ignitions will become a greater ignition threat where fuels remain receptive due to the existing drier fire environment. Overall 
rainfall, though, is still expected to be below average and should keep a still volatile fire risk environment in play. In July and 
August the pattern of warmer and drier than average weather which has dominated the first half of the year will likely continue 
into mid-summer. While fire risks are expected to exhibit atypical seasonal trends into July, a higher humidity and a more 
favorable environment for afternoon storms during August should help reduce fire risks from previous levels. In addition, very 
warm water temperatures in the western and coastal waters of the Gulf of Mexico as well as along the Atlantic Coast could 
provide supporting conditions for coastal tropical development and the typical high rain and drought reducing effects these 
storms produce. 
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Photo of the Month

Decay of the blossoms and roots well hacked 
Spoil the hidden waters dying at the base of 
Two silver trees, two silver trees 
Two worlds in need, two silver trees 

Song:  “Two Silver Trees” 
Artist: Calexico 
Released:  2008 
Listen:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCA0_bNXAao

Can you think of a song with 
tree- or forestry-related lyrics? 
Let us know, and we’ll share it 
with everyone.

This photo was taken of sunrise at Folly Beach last October.

Please send in your 
photos or news to 
Michelle Johnson at 
mjohnson@scfc.gov.

Quote of the Month

“Trees are poems that 
the earth writes upon 
the sky.”

 Kahlil Gibran

Reforestation/Stewardship Coordinator Scott Phillips 
does his best “Thinker” pose as he is photographed for 
an FRP Report publication.

The Thinker

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCA0_bNXAao
mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov

