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As we enter the season of Thanksgiving we have 
much to be thankful for!  Back-to-back major 
hurricanes have impacted our state, and while 
Hurricane Florence caused a lot of hardships, 
including damage to the homes and businesses of 
some of our employees, we are blessed that we did 
not see the catastrophic destruction our neighbors 
in Georgia and Florida suffered from Hurricane 
Michael.  

The impacts of Hurricane Michael in 
those states are reminiscent of what 
Hurricane Hugo did to our state 29 
years ago.  Looking at it from a strictly 
forestry perspective, Hurricane Hugo 
damaged nearly $1.2 billion of timber 
in South Carolina.  Timber damage 
from Michael is estimated to be in 
excess of $2 billion, with $1.3 billion 
in timber damage in Florida alone and 
exceeding $730 million in Georgia.  
As always, our Forestry Commission 
team stood ready to assist before and 
after the storms.  Members of our 
Incident Management Team deployed 
twice in response to Hurricane Florence.  
Our law enforcement and air resources 

assisted with lane reversals, evacuations, 
and search and rescue efforts associated 
with Hurricane Florence.  Debris 
removal teams assisted with access 
into areas impacted by Florence, 
and members of our Management, 
Protection and Resource Development 
Sections conducted damage assessments.  
I am thankful for the professional way 
our people went about doing their 
business and that we were able to 
execute our missions safely and without 
injury.  You all represented our agency 
well.  Thank you for your service!
Personally, I am thankful for family, 
friends, my co-workers at the 
Commission, and the opportunity to 

SCFC Hurricane Florence Response 
Page 12

Hurricane Florence Floods Carolinas 
Page 10

October/November 2018

Holt’s Wild Western Fire Detail 
Page 25



October /November 20182

The cover photo features a beautiful sunrise at the Piedmont Forestry Center Oct. 2.

See if you can find the hidden 
dozer located somewhere in this 
issue of Tree Country. (It will be 
smaller that the one to the left.)

State Forester Scott Phillips and other members of the National Association of State Foresters (NASF) pose for a group photo on top of Big Mountain in Montana after their 
national meeting Sept. 24-28.

SCFC PIOs Work Southern Blue Ridge TREX Event

Public Information Officers (PIOs) with the Forestry Commission’s Type II 
Incident Management Team worked the Southern Blue Ridge Fire Training 
Exchange, called TREX, in and around Pickens Oct. 29-Nov. 9. Officials with The 
Nature Conservancy asked the Forestry Commission for assistance with media 
planning, logistics and relations during the event. 
The purpose of the TREX events is to train fire professionals and build capacity in 
using controlled burning. Fittingly, the Southern Blue Ridge TREX, only the third 
of its kind held east of the Mississippi River in the program’s 10-year history, takes 
place during the two-year anniversary of the Pinnacle Mountain Fire at Table Rock, 
S.C., and the Party Rock Fire at Lake Lure, N.C.
Forest Management Chief Russell Hubright, Piedmont Regional Forester Mike 
Bozzo, Piedmont Assistant Regional Forester Brad Bramlett, Communications & 
Public Information Director Doug Wood, Piedmont BMP Forester Holly Welch 
and Georgetown/Williamsburg Project Forester GraceAnna Schilz were the SCFC 
staffers who worked the event. For more information please visit https://apfire.
wixsite.com/sbrtrex2018.

serve the forestry community of South 
Carolina.  I especially appreciate the 
positive messages I have received from 
employees recently, many of these in 
response to the email last month where 
I provided an update on our efforts to 
improve compensation for employees.
I am grateful for your patience, as 
making these changes has proved to 
be a more challenging endeavor than 
I originally anticipated.  That said, I 
am happy to announce that we are 
making progress, and some employees 
are reaping the rewards of our efforts.  
We still have a long way to go to 
fix compensation issues within the 
agency but we are moving in the right 
direction.  Stay tuned!

9.vOfficials
https://apfire.wixsite.com/sbrtrex2018
https://apfire.wixsite.com/sbrtrex2018
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Fighting fire is not only physically demanding work, but can be physically punishing as well. Fighting fire without exposing 
personnel to hazards is impossible, but in most cases personal injuries can be avoided. 
The safety gear that firefighters are issued is designed to help protect them when and if it is properly used and maintained. 
Proper use in conjunction with skill and common sense can prevent personal injuries.
Required PPE

•	 Flame-resistant	clothing	(Nomex)
•	 Proper	footwear	(leather	boots)
•	 Hard	hat
•	 Leather	gloves
•	 Safety	glasses/goggles
•	 Fire	shelter

Flame-resistant clothing
Nomex (a trade name for arimid fiber clothing) is flame-resistant but not fireproof. It offers no insulation to protect against 
burns.
Wearing flame-resistant fabrics may add to body heat stress. Electrolytes (potassium, sodium and chloride) and water should be 
replaced in the body. Some items that will replace lost electrolytes are fresh fruits, vegetables and citrus fruit juices.
Keep Nomex clean since it loses its fire-retardant capabilities if foreign substances are on or in the fibers. Wash in soap and 
water separate from other clothing.
Extensive experience on wildfires has shown that loose-fitting clothing is more important in prevention of serious bum injuries 
than the fire resistance of materials. Clothing that is tight-fitting poses a danger from radiant heat and heat stress, and at the 
same time reduces the firefighter’s ability to perform. Flame-resistant clothing should be designed so that the movement of the 
wearer induces ventilation, which reduces moisture by a billows effect. Replace fire resistant clothing if ripped or torn.
Trousers
Do not wear trousers made out of synthetic materials. Trousers should be made out of flame-resistant material.
Trousers need to be the proper length. They need to fall over the boot tops to keep out embers. They should not be cuffed, 
so embers do not get hidden in the folds of the fabric. Do not cut the bottom of the trousers off. Doing so will cause fraying 
which is dangerous around open flame. A wide, high-quality leather belt should be worn if possible.
Shirts
Wear a long-sleeved, flame-resistant shirt that will secure at the collar and wrists for maximum protection. Shirt sleeves should 
not be rolled up when on the fireline. Shirts should be kept buttoned to protect the exposed body parts.
Underclothes
T-shirts and underwear should be 100% cotton or a 100% flame-resistant blend. Socks should be cotton, wool or a blend of 
flame-resistant fibers.
Jackets
If personnel need to wear a jacket on the fireline, they should wear a flame-resistant brush jacket. Never wear synthetic 
windbreakers or jackets over flame-resistant shirts. If flame-resistant shirts are large enough, personnel can layer cotton or non-
synthetic clothing under the shirt.
Boots
The feet are one of the most important parts of the firefighter’s body. Boots should be selected that are high in quality, well 
fitting and compliant with the NFPA 1977 Standard on Protective Clothing and Equipment for Wildland Firefighting. 
Firefighters should break in a new pair boots before wearing them for an extended period of time. The Nicks boot recently 
issued/ordered have a recommended break-in time of 100+ hours, so don’t wait until fire season to break them in. 
Recommended Boot Specifications
Leather boots with a minimum 6-inch top. Boots should be lace-up and all leather (no cordura, nylon or other synthetic 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): A Guide for Wildfires 
and Prescribed Fires

(continued next page)

Safety
- Leslie Woodham
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Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) (continued)

material). 
Soles should be made of hard-rubber with non-slip lugs or tractor tread such as a Vibram sole. 
Laces are recommended to be made of leather, or “rawhide.”
Stitching should be of waxed linen thread, not a synthetic material such as nylon, which melts easily. Visually inspect the 
stitching. Waxed linen thread is relatively thick, appears waxy and is usually white or black. Nylon or other synthetic materials 
are smaller in diameter, usually shiny and will melt or burn when heat is applied to a loose thread end.
Hard hat
Hard hats will provide protection when properly worn. Do not wear hard hats backwards. Never wear metal hard hats. The 
hard hat is provided for your protection; always wear it with the internal suspension. Clean hardhats with soap and water. 
Never use solvents on hard hats.
Other personal protective equipment
Eye protection
Eye protection such as goggles and safety glasses are a provided and necessary part of all firefighter’s apparel. 
Hearing protection
Earplugs or ear “muffs” are required when firefighters are working around chain saws, pumps, dozers, helicopters and other 
very noisy equipment and areas where sound levels exceed 85 decibels. A good rule of thumb is that if you can’t carry on a 
conversation at normal levels, ear protection should be worn.
Gloves
Leather gloves are standard for most work. Gloves should fit properly to prevent blisters.
Face and Neck Shrouds
Shrouds are rectangular pieces of fire retardant cloth that hang down from the firefighters’ hardhats to the level of their 
shoulders. The front ends of the shroud overlap and fasten securely together with hook-and-loop tape (Velcro). Shrouds are 
often stuffed up into the space between the hardhat shell and the suspension liner. This allows greater face and neck cooling, 
but restricts air flow and cooling to the top of the head. 
Fire Shelters
Fire shelters are required to be worn whenever on the fireline, unless an employee is specifically assigned to a vehicle, in which 
case they must wear a shelter when away from that vehicle.
Training in proper use and deployment of fire shelters is required annually by all wildland fire agencies for anyone 
working in a line position on a wildfire or prescribed burn.
Always inspect a fire shelter when it is issued to you. Inspection is recommended at the beginning and end of each fire season 
and every 14 days during the fire season. 
Take proper care of your fire shelter since it could save your life. Keep it away from sharp objects that could puncture it. Do 
not load heavy objects on top of it or sit on it. Do not lean against objects when wearing the shelter. Always use the hard plastic 
liner in the carrying case.
Other important things to remember 
Never begin an operational period with clothing or PPE that has gas, oil or other flammable material on it. Chain saw chaps 
are required whenever an individual is assigned to operate a chain saw.
All employees are responsible for the proper use and maintenance of issued property. The agency will not be held responsible 
for any personal gear not necessary for use in fire activity.
Disability and death benefits
The U.S. Department of Justice administers the Public Safety Officers’ Benefits (PSOB) program, which provides several 
categories of benefits to public safety officers and their survivors.
The PSOB program provides a one-time lump sum disability benefit to public safety officers/firefighters who have been 
permanently and totally disabled by a catastrophic injury sustained in the line of duty, if the injury permanently prevents the 
officer from performing any gainful work.
It also provides a one-time lump sum death benefit to eligible survivors of public safety officers/firefighters whose deaths are the 
direct and proximate result of a traumatic injury sustained in the line of duty or from certain line-of-duty heart attacks, strokes 
and vascular ruptures.
But there’s a catch: if it is determined that a fallen or injured firefighter was not wearing all required PPE for the task being 
performed at the time of death or injury, neither they nor their families will receive either of these benefits. That means you 
and your family will forfeit the current maximum benefit amount of nearly $360,000!
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Employee News
New Employees
Please welcome one new employee to the agency.
India Delaine is a new Dispatcher at the Pee Dee Regional Dispatch Center. She started Oct. 17 and 
lives in Florence. India attended Wilson High School in Florence and previously worked at Lowe’s Home 
Improvement. In her spare time India loves online shopping and binge watching Netflix series.

Personnel News
Bamberg/Colleton Sector Forest Technician Daniel Beach resigned Oct. 15.
Georgetown Sector Supervisor James Hall resigned Nov. 2.. James is going to be 
the Watauga County Ranger for the North Carolina Forest Service.

- Lynn Rivers

Human Resources

WANTED: FAMILY TIES  
I would like all current employees and retirees who have, or have had family 
members who work(ed) for the Forestry Commission to please contact me  at 
mjohnson@scfc.gov or (803-360-3135 for a story in an upcoming bulletin. I am 
curious to see how many family ties we have. 

India Delaine

Retired Paris Mountain tower operator and Pickens Dispatcher Linda Hunter passed away Oct. 1.  
Retired Coastal Region Mechanic Steve Hughey passed away Oct 1. 
Pickens County Board Member Don Bobo passed away mid-September. Don was a current board member for over 25 years.
Retired Sand Hills State Forest Forester Ray Wingard passed away Oct. 22
Please keep their family and friends in your thoughts and prayers.

Retiree and County Board 
Member News

Your Benefits On-the-Go
Make your phone your go-to resource for accessing your insurance benefits information. Mobile apps are available for your 
health, dental, prescription, vision and flexible spending benefits. Search the App Store or Google Play for the following apps 
and download them to your device:

•		BlueCross	BlueShield	of	South	Carolina	–	Health	and	Dental	Benefits
•		Express	Scripts	–	Prescription	Benefits
•		EyeMed	–	Vision	Benefits
•		ASIFlex	–	Flexible	Spending	Accounts

mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov
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Adult Well Visits Covered by Standard Plan Beginning January 1, 2019
Adult well visits are not currently covered by the Standard Plan. Beginning with the 2019 plan year, adult well visits will be 
covered and subject to copayments, deductibles and coinsurance. A member who has not met his deductible will have to pay 
the applicable copayment plus the remaining allowed amount for the visit. A member who has met his deductible will pay the 
applicable copayment plus his coinsurance for the well visit.

The benefit will be available to all non-Medicare primary adults age 19 and older who are covered by the Standard Plan. Adult 
members can take advantage of this benefit at a network provider specializing in General Practice, Family Practice, Internal 
Medicine and Obstetrics and Gynecology. The Plan will only cover one visit in covered years based on the following schedule:

•		Ages	19-39,	one	visit	every	three	years;
•		Ages	40-49,	one	visit	every	two	years;	and
•		Ages	50	and	up,	one	visit	per	year.

Eligible female members may use their well visit at their gynecologist or their primary care physician, but not both, in a 
covered year. If a female visits both doctors for a well visit in the same covered year, 
only the first office visit for which a claim is received will be allowed. Human Resources

- Allison Doherty

In an email dated Oct. 18 from Forest Health Coordinator David Jenkins to Piedmont Regional Forester Mike Bozzo, 
Piedmont West Unit Forester Michael Weeks, and State Forester Scott Phillips regarding Project Forester Trey Cox’s  assistance 
with herbicides:

I wanted to let you know how much I appreciated Trey Cox’s help this past Tuesday, October 16th. We were conducting an 
experiment on management of Callery (Bradford) pear and we needed to apply various herbicides. With no heads-up (my fault), 
Trey jumped in and let us use his tank to prepare the herbicides (there was no water on site) AND put on a backpack sprayer 
and helped us apply herbicide! He was an enthusiastic worker and did not complain once, despite many opportunities.
Trey is a great asset for the SC Forestry Commission and I am glad we have him!
Trey, thank you for your hard work!
David Jenkins 
Entomologist/Forest Health Specialist 
South Carolina Forestry Commission

Open Enrollment Reminders  
•	All	benefit	plan	changes	requested	will	take	effect	Jan.	1,	2019.	
•	Increases	in	Optional	Life	coverage	for	you	or	your	spouse	may	change	your	premium	costs	based	on	the	coverage	
amount requested and the age group category the insured person falls under.
•	An	employee	may	see	increases	or	decreases	in	his/her	paycheck	in	2019	based	on	the	benefit	choices	made	during	open	
enrollment.  Please verify your premium deductions and contact the Human Resources Office if you have any questions.  
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PEBA Retirement Seminars
The Get Set for Retirement seminar is intended for employees who are within five years of retirement. The seminar will be 
held at various locations around the state this fall from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Employees can register to attend the event by 
going to the webpage www.peba.sc.gov/events.
The locations and dates are:

•	 November	26	–	Greenville,	Greenville	Technical	College,	506	South	Pleasantburg	Dr.
•	 December	3	–	Columbia,	DHEC,	2600	Bull	St.

If registration for a seminar is full, employees can email EmployerServices@peba.sc.gov  to be put on a waiting list. 
Cancellations typically occur, and those on a waiting list can be registered by PEBA.

SCFC Flu Immunization Cancelled
We are sorry to announce that the Flu Immunization Clinic scheduled at the 
Columbia office for Wednesday, Nov. 28 had to be cancelled due to not enough 
participation for the provider to set up the clinic at this worksite location.  We 
hope to plan this event earlier next year.  Flu shots are free to state employees 
and their spouses covered under the State Health Plan.  We encourage eligible 
employees and their dependents to take advantage of this FREE benefit. If you have question contact Allison Doherty at 
adoherty@scfc.gov or phone at (803) 896-8872.  

Human Resources
- Allison Doherty

Below are the remaining regional preventive screening dates for 2018.  Regional preventive screenings are for retirees and 
employees who may have missed a screening or do not have scheduled screenings held at their workplace. Registration forms 
must be completed by cut-off dates. 
Registration forms for PEBA regional screenings will be posted online one month prior to the screening. View the available 
registration forms at www.peba.sc.gov. 

Nov. 27   Columbia SCFC HQ
Dec. 7    Anderson 

2018 Preventive Screenings 

A preventive worksite screening is scheduled at the Forestry Commission headquarters Nov. 27, 2018, for employees who 
work in the area or employees who will be in the Columbia or surrounding areas on this date. This is a wonderful screening 
benefit that includes a health risk appraisal, height and weight, blood pressure check and comprehensive blood testing.  The 
cost of these services in a medical facility can reach $300. There are also several other optional blood tests available for an 
additional cost. Employees and retirees whose primary insurance is through the state are eligible to participate in the screening 
at no cost. The primary insurance programs are the State Health Plan - Standard Plan or the State Health Plan - Savings Plan.  
Spouses covered by eligible employees and state retirees can participate at no cost. Employees who have Medicare or Tri-care as 
their primary insurance are not eligible. Dependent children are not eligible to participate in this program.  
If you would like to participate in this screening, please contact Allison Doherty at (803) 896-8872 or adoherty@scfc.gov.  She 
will schedule an appointment time and notify you by email.  Appointments  will begin at 8 a.m. This screening process requires 
a 12-hour fast prior to your screening.

www.peba.sc.gov/events
mailto:EmployerServices@peba.sc.gov
mailto:adoherty@scfc.gov
www.peba.sc.gov
mailto:adoherty@scfc.gov
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CURRENT JOB OPENINGS

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Forester I     Closing Date/Time:   Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $35,545.00   Max: $38,033.00
Location:   Sumter County, South Carolina  

For complete information on SCFC  job openings visit http://www.jobs.sc.gov, click on the 
mouse, search by agency for “Forestry”. www.jobs.sc.gov

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Forestry Technician II (Timber)  Closing Date/Time:   Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $26,988.00   Max: $26,988.00
Location:   Sumter County, South Carolina  

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Trades Specialist III    Closing Date/Time:   Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $22,182.00   Max: $28,000.00
Location:   Richland County, South Carolina  

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT Forester I    Closing Date/Time:  Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $35,545.00  Max: $38,033.00
Location:  Hampton County, South Carolina 

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT Forester I    Closing Date/Time:  Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:        Min: $33,853.00  Max: $36,222.00
Location:  Richland County, South Carolina 

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Forestry Technician I           Closing Date/Time:   Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $22,182.00   Max: $23,291.00
Location:  Jasper County, South Carolina  

Job Title: Program Coordinator II - Tree Improvement Specialist  Closing Date/Time:  Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:        Min: $39,960.00  Max: $56,947.00
Location:  Jasper County, South Carolina 

Allendale/Hampton/Jasper 
Sector Supervisor Terrell Smith 
and Forest Technician Lowell 
Parnell  drive one of the federal 
surplus Razor vehicles to repair 
a ditch on Niederhof Forestry 
Center Oct. 17.
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Service Awards for October 
Employee’s Name   Position    Location   State Service  
Cheryl Clark   Dispatcher    Coastal Region   10 years
Jason Duck   Forest Technician   Piedmont East   10 years
Jon Barker   Supervisor/Forester   Piedmont East   10 years
Allen “A.J.” Rabon  Forest Technician   Sand Hills State Forest  10 years
Greg Fowler   Forest Technician   Piedmont East   20 years
Michael Smoak   Forest Technician   Santee Unit   20 years
Roger Nesbitt   Warden     Lynches River Unit  20 years
Lynn Rivers   HR Director    Columbia   30 years
James Jackson   Forest Technician   Edisto Unit   30 years

Service Awards for November
Employee’s Name   Position    Location   State Service  
James Douglas   Forest Director    Manchester State Forest  10 years

Williamsburg Sector 
Supervisor Terry Cook 
snapped this photo of the 
hooded pitcher plant Oct. 
17.  There were thousands 
of them catching the sun 
in lower Williamsburg 
county.

Photos from the Field
This Praying Mantis is 
standing guard at  the fee 
box at Sugarloaf Mountain’s 
Equestrian Parking Area at 
Sand Hills State Forest. 

Forest Management Chief 
Russell Hubright snapped this 
photo of the Communications 
staff setting up new “servers” 
for the agency’s dispatch 
communications console 
system.  The previous “servers” 
that were replaced the week 
of Oct. 15 were 6 years old 
and running Windows 7 which 
Microsoft will end support of in 
Jan.  2020.
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Hurricane Florence Floods the Carolinas
To South Carolinians, Florence is a nice, southern town 
located in the heart of the Pee Dee Region best known for 
being at the eastern terminus of Interstate 20. That is, until a 
hurricane named Florence became a Category 4 storm with 
winds of 140 mph and targeted the Carolinas. For a week, 
many people in our state were concerned about Florence’s 
path and the possible danger that lay in wait from this tropical 
storm that formed Sept. 1 off the coast of Africa.
In preparation, SC Gov. McMaster temporarily waived truck 
weight limits up to 90,000 lbs. Sept. 8 for the transport of 
agricultural crops (“crops ready for harvest,” which includes 
timber). He also closed state government offices and all 
public schools in 26 eastern counties Sept. 11 for evacuation 
procedures and lane reversals in anticipation of Florence’s 
arrival. Several major evacuation routes, like I-26 west from 
Charleston and Highway 501 north from Myrtle Beach, were 
part of the lane reversal effort until Sept. 13. Residents were 
told to heed the warnings and prepare for the worst. More 
than 1 million people were under mandatory evacuation orders 
as the storm crawled toward the east coast.
While Columbia missed the worst of Florence, the same can’t be said for northeastern South Carolina and large parts of North 
Carolina, where rain was much heavier, and historic river flooding became catastrophic.  Florence was expected to dump 18 
trillion gallons of water on the Carolinas, enough to cover the entire state of Texas with four inches of water. 
The Category 4 storm, with peak winds up to 140 mph, luckily lost strength before making landfall as a Category 1 hurricane 
at 7:15 a.m. Sept. 14 near Wrightsville Beach, N.C. At landfall the storm was moving 6 mph with maximum sustained winds 
near 90 mph.  Once it hit land, the storm moved slowly around the coast in North Carolina before heading southwest into 
South Carolina and meandering around the middle of the state at 2 mph with 55 mph winds. By Friday evening, Florence had 
been downgraded to a tropical storm, but the rain showed no signs of abating, and rivers continued to spill over their banks.
The National Hurricane Center issued its final advisory for Florence Sunday morning as the storm, crawling inland toward 
Virginia before heading to the Northeast, weakened to a tropical depression with maximum sustained winds of 35 mph. But 
plenty of rain was still on its way. Some areas received up to another half a foot of rain from the circulation around the storm 
pulling in copious amounts of Atlantic moisture. Tornadoes were also spawned in both states and Virginia.
The once 500-mile wide storm brought historic flooding rains, strong winds and tornadoes to the Carolinas. Florence slowly 
ravaged the region, flooding cities and endangering communities from the coastline to the mountains, and requiring thousands 
of rescues. Some Carolina airports were closed, and hundreds of flights canceled. At the height of the storm, there were 1.1 
million power outages in both states, and 53 deaths have been attributed to storm-related incidents. 
Residential streets turned into rivers, and freeways morphed into waterways dotted with rescue boats. Parts of major highways 
and Interstates 95 and 40 were closed because of flooding or failed bridges. SCDOT reported more than 200 road closures 
related to floodwaters. Large rivers in southern North Carolina and northeastern South Carolina were above major flood 
stage through most of the weeks following the storm causing life-threatening conditions near the Pee Dee, Lumber, Catawba, 
Lynches and Waccamaw Rivers. Flood waters reached in Georgetown almost two weeks after the storm. 
Before Hurricane Florence hit, the Palmetto State’s record for the most rain was 17.45 inches, set during Hurricane Beryl in 
1994. But Hurricane Florence broke that record in Marion, according to NOAA. Rainfall totals, measured from Thursday 
through 5 p.m. Sunday, from NOAA collection locations show Swanboro, N.C. recorded 33.89 inches of rainfall. In South 
Carolina, totals reached 18.13 inches in Marion, 16.06 in Chesterfield, 12.18 in Loris, 10.10 in Conway and 10.08 inches 
at Pawleys Island. Flooding caused mandatory evacuations along Black Creek in northern Florence County, Lynches River in 
central Florence County, Nichols and Conway. Wilmington, N.C. was cut off by floodwaters, as were several towns in South 
Carolina like Cheraw, Dillon, Nichols and Society Hill.
With the full picture of the disaster still emerging, Moody’s Analytics has estimated the cost of Hurricane Florence’s damage at 
over $40 billion, making it one of the 10 most costly hurricanes in U.S. history. The bulk of that figure is in property losses; 
lost economic output accounts for $4 billion of the total.
The most impacted areas of the state are Chesterfield, Marlboro, Dillon, Marion, and Horry Counties.  The entire Pee Dee 
region sustained some impacts to varying degrees. Sand Hills State Forest in Chesterfield County received very minimal tree 
damage and 15 inches of rain that damaged mostly truck trails.

Satellite image of Hurricane Florence Sept. 13.
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Bear Creek flooded and topped the bridge on James Teal Road near Cheraw.

Highway 145 in Chesterfield County collapsed as this big truck was crossing Sept. 17. 
Luckily no one was injured.

Fire ants weren’t the only thing seeking higher ground.  
In Clarendon County, a man was going to the store 
following the storm when he noticed this passenger.

Dillon was one of many cities with 
flooded streets.

The Pee Dee River in Cheraw before Hurricane Florence and on Sept. 17.

Homes along the Waccamaw River in Conway were starting to flood Sept. 21.
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SCFC Response to Hurricane Florence
When our state is in the path of dangerous storms, the 
Forestry Commission, like residents, starts preparing early. 
The agency positions personnel, equipment and aircraft, 
preps generators and chain saws, and gathers needed 
supplies like batteries and water. Our resources must be 
ready for emergency response. The Forestry Commission 
answered several requests for assistance before, during and 
after the storm.
In preparation for Hurricane Florence, the Forestry 
Commission issued a statewide burning ban to start at 7 
a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2018. The burning ban was 
put in place due to some parts of the state experiencing 
higher fire activity, below normal rainfall and dry fuels, 
expectations of high winds as the hurricane approached 
the state, and reduced staffing as SCFC and local fire 
departments focus on evacuation and other emergency 
operations. [Note: The ban was lifted Sept. 17.]
The SCFC Incident Management Team sent 19 members 
to Charleston early Sept. 11 to facilitate the loading of 
evacuees onto motor coaches if needed at the North 

Charleston Coliseum. The team stayed in touch with 
Charleston County and SC Emergency Management 
Division personnel regarding potential use of the motor 

Rural Forestry Coordinator Chisolm Beckham conducting forest damage assessment 
after Hurricane Florence Sept. 18.

IMT members leave the headquarters early on the 
morning of Sept. 11 headed to assist Charleston 
County with evacuations. Right to left are David Owen, 
Russell Hubright, Lisa Hart, Jeremy Gantt, Cathy 
Nordeen, Michael Weeks, David Jenkins, Jaime Jones, 
Doug Mills, Chisolm Beckham, Sam St. Louis, Jeff 
Riggin, and Jonathan Calore. Other team members 
joined them in Charleston.

A chain saw strike team from the Lynches River Unit assisted Marlboro Electric Cooperative (MEC), Inc. Sept 15-16 with clearing roads of debris in Marlboro County to help 
MEC repair power lines. The two crews included Darlington/Marlboro Sector Supervisor Shawn Feldner, and Forestry Technicians Bert Kelley and Johnnie Iseman; Chesterfield/
Lancaster Sector Supervisor Matt Crow and Forestry Technician Tim Hunt; and Kershaw/Lee Sector Supervisor Cody Watts and Chesterfield/Darlington/Marlboro Project 
Forester Brandon Smith.
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coaches for evacuees, but the number of citizens using public 
transportation for evacuation never reached the threshold at 
which the motor coaches would be utilized. Nevertheless, the 
IMT stood ready to assist in this life-saving mission. The team 
returned Sept. 13.
Ten law enforcement officers, two aircraft and four pilots 
assisted with the hurricane evacuation routes along the coast,  
and a rotation of several staff assisted at the State Emergency 
Operations Center (SEOC) to coordinate our efforts with 
other state agencies and with federal resources that were 
streaming into the state. 
Coastal dispatchers came to the Columbia headquarters Sept. 
13 to handle Pee Dee Dispatch’s area during nighttime and 
daytime hours until Sept. 17.
The SC Rescue Task force was given permission to use our 
VHF repeaters for wide-area communications if needed. 
A chain saw strike team from the Lynches River Unit assisted 
Marlboro Electric Cooperative (MEC), Inc. Sept. 15-16 
with clearing roads of debris in Marlboro County so MEC 
could repair power lines. The two crews included Darlington/
Marlboro Sector Supervisor Shawn Feldner, and Forestry 
Technicians Bert Kelley and Johnnie Iseman; Chesterfield/
Lancaster Sector Supervisor Matt Crow and Forestry 
Technician Tim Hunt; and Kershaw/Lee Sector Supervisor 
Cody Watts and Chesterfield/Darlington/Marlboro Project 
Forester Brandon Smith.
The agency completed an initial evaluation of the damage 
to the timber resource Sept. 18. Very minimal wind damage 
was observed during the flight, and based on feedback the 
timber damage was not significant enough to warrant ground 
assessment crews moving into the area. We followed up 
with consultants and industry foresters in the area to ensure 
that they concurred with these initial findings. We plan to 
continue evaluating the effects of the flooding on the timber 
resource, especially newly established stands. Flood conditions 
seriously impacted the delivery of logs and wood chips to 
South Carolina mills, which resulted in some work stoppage.
Four IMT members were assigned Sept. 21 to assist Horry 
County EMD with their sheltering operations. Jonathan 
Calore was the Incident Commander, Ron Holt was the 
Operations Section Chief Thursday September 20 through 
Monday Sept. 24, Eric West replaced him Tuesday Sept. 25, 
Chisolm Beckham was the Plans Section Chief Thursday 
Sept. 20 through Monday Sept. 24, Shawn Feldner replaced 
him on Tuesday Sept. 25, and David Owen was the 
Logistics Section Chief. This was a joint operation with SC 
Department of Social Services, American Red Cross, The 
Salvation Army, and Horry County EMD. The small team 
managed this portion of the response for the county. The 
team was released Sept. 27 when school shelters closed and 
three long-term shelters were open with American Red Cross 
and DSS maintaining them. 
A two-person IMT was ordered Sept. 27 to run mosquito 
operations from the SEOC. The mission involves assisting 
counties with mosquito abatement planning, mutual aid 
coordination, state procurement options, and execution.

Cody Watts, Johnnie Iseman, Shawn Feldner, Matt Crow and Brandon Smith assisted 
Marlboro Electric Cooperative crews with clearing trees and debris from power lines 
Sept. 15.

Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens Sector Supervisor Dale Curry assisted with 
evacuations routes near Olar in preparation for the storm.

Joint operations in Conway assist with shelter operations. (back) Logistics Chief 
David Owen, Plans Chief Chisolm Beckham,  Regional Direct Services Manager 
with American Red Cross Beth Fletcher, (front) Operations Chief Ron Holt, Incident 
Commander Jonathan Calore, and Disaster Program Manager with American Red 
Cross Melise Ellison.
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NOAA’s observed 7-day precipitation Sept. 17. The limit is 20 inches so amounts over 20 inches,  are not recorded on this map.  In all, 23 of SC’s 46 counties were impacted by 
the flooding from Florence.

The Appalachian Society of American Foresters (APSAF) has launched a nationwide fundraising campaign and created a 
system for getting financial relief to seriously impacted SAF members in the major impact zones of Hurricane Florence. 
While they attend to family, friends and forests in their neck of the woods, please get behind them in yours with a donation on 
the following GoFundMe page at: https://goo.gl/QHTua7. APSAF will take it from there. Your donations are tax-deductible 
and will be passed through to those in need as quickly as possible. We join because of professionalism, and we thrive because 
of community. 

APSAF Launches Fund-raising Campaign for Members Impacted by Hurricane Florence

Pee Dee Assistant Regional Forester James Brunson observes the 
rising Black Creek from Williamson’s Bridge Sept. 18.

Flooded hardwoods near Black Creek in Darlington 
County sit in the rushing water.

Linemen make repairs in front of the Pee Dee 
Regional Office.

https://goo.gl/QHTua7
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SCFC Aircraft Fly Evacuation Routes and Flooded Rivers
One aspect of the Pre-Hurricane preparedness is the role our SCFC 
aircraft and pilots have in ensuring a safe and orderly evacuation.  When 
such an evacuation is put in place, the South Carolina Department of 
Transportation (SCDOT) with the Department of Public Safety (DPS) 
implement a lane reversal plan to expedite the evacuation process.  But 
before the lane reversal takes place they must flush out the lane to be 
reversed, and our aircraft look for issues during this flushing.
Once the flushing is done, our aircraft fly the reversed evacuation routes 
looking for any logjams or accidents that may be slowing down the 
evacuation.  Our pilots exercise this annually, usually in June, to ensure 
familiarity with routes and to practice communications.  
Pre-landfall and during the evacuation, the SCFC had two planes and four 
pilots assisting in this endeavor.  From the Pee Dee region flying aircraft 
#N2097X were James Price with Sam Watson, and  flying in the Piedmont 
aircraft #N178ZL were Jimmy Tobias with Steve Bogan.  
The aircraft were staged at the Florence airport (KFLO), and the pilots 
were lodged locally for a couple nights with Sam Anderson and Lloyd Mitchell working out the logistical needs. The SCFC 
aircraft flew highways 378 and 501, major evacuation routes.  While staged in Florence Chief Pilot Sam Anderson was able to 
track their flights using Spidertracks, an independent tracking system.  Anderson was also available to fly the Pee Dee region to 
notify dispatch of a few wildfires.
After the storm, aircraft were asked to fly the flooded rivers to search for stranded 
residents or others cut off in need of rescue.

The flushing of Highway 501 from the air.

Pilot Price takes off to fly evacuation routes prior to the 
storm.

Pilots check the intersection of Highways 501 and 41.

Emergency Response
- Mike Bozzo

Pee Dee Pilot James “Heavy” Price flies the Lynches River Sept. 21 
searching for those in need of rescue.

Two rescue boats on the Waccamaw River near Conway 
search for flood victims Sept. 21.

A flooded home near 
Highway 52 close to  
the Lynches River is 

surrounded by flood 
waters.



October /November 201816

Hurricane Michael Damaged $1.3 Billion Timber in Florida
Hurricane Michael made landfall as a Category 4 storm  in Mexico 
Beach, Fla. Oct. 10 and made its way up through South Carolina  
Oct. 11. Tropical storm force winds were felt along a line from 
Aiken to just west of Columbia toward Raleigh snapping trees 
and causing power outages. Heavy rainfall and tornadoes also 
accompanied the storm as it moved through the state with areas still 
recovering from Hurricane Florence.
The SC Forestry Commission did not receive any requests for 
emergency response but had personnel at the State Emergency 
Operation Center (EOC).
Hurricane Michael enters the books as the fourth-strongest (based 
on wind, third-strongest based on pressure) hurricane to make 
landfall in the United States in modern recorded history. It was the 
worst storm on record for the Florida Panhandle, one of the worst 
ever in Georgia and Alabama, and continued to deliver a heavy 
blow as it charged across the Mid-Atlantic. Only three infamous 
Category 5s — Labor Day (1935), Camille (1969) and Andrew 
(1992) — rank higher.
Numbers from Michael
73 hours: That’s the time from when Michael was named as a 
tropical storm with 40 mph winds until it made landfall as one of 
the most powerful hurricanes in U.S. history.
2 mph: That’s how far Michael was from Category 5 at landfall. 
Highly unusual, especially in the northeastern Gulf of Mexico.
919 millibars: If being the fourth-strongest hurricane at landfall 
for winds isn’t enough, Michael attained an even higher status for 
central pressure: 919 millibars at landfall is the third-most intense 
on record, behind only Labor Day and Camille. Ear popping.
10-plus feet: Mexico Beach, to the east of Panama City on the 
Florida Panhandle, was more or less Ground Zero for Michael. In 
the “right front quadrant” of the eyewall, the strongest part of the 
storm, the area was decimated by wind and water. The storm surge 
rose to at least 10 feet here, high enough to wash entire homes and 
buildings away.
3: Michael was a Category 3 in Georgia. That made it the strongest 
storm in the state since 1898, even though it did not make landfall 
there.
9.62 inches: This is the highest precipitation total for Michael, 
from the Black Mountain area of North Carolina, not too far from 
Asheville in the western part of the state. The Mid-Atlantic posted 
the highest rainfall totals for the storm as it interacted with a strong 
cold front that helped squeeze more moisture out of the air. Here 
are the heaviest amounts, by state: Bowling Green, Va., at 8.04 
inches; Jefferson, S.C., with 7.39 inches and even Salisbury, Md., 
with 7.10 inches. In addition to the quick-hitting and torrential 
rain, the storm brought wind gusts of up to 60-75 mph in the 
Mid-Atlantic.
Two million: Roughly two million customers lost power during Michael. Virginia leads the list with over half a million 
losing power in that state alone. Interestingly enough, the tally is rather close to the forecast estimate before landfall from the 
University of Michigan. Additionally, at least 325,000 folks were told to evacuate in the lead-up to the storm. Michael has so 
far left at least 45 dead, many more injured and thousands of homes and businesses destroyed. All of those life and property 
numbers are preliminary and, unfortunately, are very likely to rise.

Hurricane Michael snapped trees destroying forests in Florida.  (photo: Gene 
Kodama)

Mexico Beach, Fla. was  flattened by the powerful storm.

The Florida Forest Service estimated the value of timber damage at $1.3 billion, 
impacting nearly three million acres of forestland.
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Employees Celebrate Recent Weddings

Congratulations to Georgetown/
Williamsburg Project Forester 
GraceAnna Schilz and 
Williamsburg Sector Forest 
Technician Clay Cooper on 
their wedding!   Abbeville/
Greenwood/Laurens Sector 
Supervisor Dale Curry 
officiated the ceremony held 
in Greenwood Sept. 15 during 
Hurricane Florence.

Congratulations also go to Lexington/Richland Project Forester  Madison Dominick 
who married logger Jacob Graham Sept. 22 at “The Hay Field” in Pomaria.

Congratulations!

Manchester State Forest Assistant Forest Director Ben Kendall 
married Robin Howell  Oct. 13 in the mountains near Caesars 
Head (with their dog, Elvis).

Equipment Coordinator Doug Mills married Leah Grooms 
Oct. 6 in Blackstock, S.C.

Construction & Property Manager David Owen 
married Tiffanie Powell July 21 in Rosman, N.C.
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MSF Presents Check to Sumter School District

Manchester
- James Douglas

Manchester State Forest Director James Douglas presented the Sumter 
County School District with a check for $234,718.93 Sept. 3 at the 
district board meeting at the district office. 
Annually, the Forestry Commission gives 25 percent of the revenue 
earned at the state forests to support local school districts in the 
counties they are located.

Fireline Qualified Employees’ Boot Ordering Process
If there are any fireline-qualified employees who were not able to attend the boot fittings we had last month, please follow these 
instructions so you can complete the fit sheets and submit the order to Nicks. 
Supervisors, when you have a new hire, we can order boots for them once they are fireline-qualified. Please communicate with 
Protection Chief Darryl Jones or Training Director Leslie Woodham if you have questions about fireline qualification. 
To order boots, here are the steps:

•	 Visit https://nicksboots.com/resources/sizing-guide/  to download the fit sheet and watch the instructional video to 
ensure the fit sheet and measurements are done correctly. 

•	 Complete the fit sheet, and write “SCFC PO#4600634662” on the sheet.
•	 Mail the completed fit sheet to Nicks at the address included on the form 

(Nicks Boots, 6510 E. Sprague Avenue, Spokane Valley, WA 99212).
•	 The direct supervisor (or Unit/Regional Forester) of the employee ordering boots should send 

Darryl Jones an email ASAP after the fit sheet is completed, so that I can let Nicks know that the 
employee is authorized to order. They will not process any order until they receive verification!

•	 Nicks will evaluate the fit sheet within a couple of days and ship a pair of trial boots directly to the 
employee. They will follow up with a phone call to discuss the fit and decide what adjustments need 
to be made. 

Let Darryl Jones know if you have any questions by contacting him at (803) 896-8817 or djones@scfc.gov.

Protection
- Darryl Jones

Manchester State Forest Director 
James Douglas presents Sumter School 

District’s Board of Trustees Chairman 
Rev. Daryl McGhaney with a check at 

the county board meeting.

Congratulations to retired State Forester Gene 
Kodama on the birth of his first grandchild, 
Wyatt Eugene Kodama.  Wyatt was born Oct. 
20 weighing 6 lbs., 14 oz. and 20 inches long to 
Gene’s son Justin and wife Olivia. Gene is a very 
proud grandfather, congratulations!

Kodama Has More to Celebrate in Retirement
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Congratulations to new grandmother Victoria O’Cain! 
Procurement Manager Victoria O’Cain is proud to 
announce that her first grandchild was born Sept. 6. 
Mary “Nevaeh”  Easterlin was born weighing 7 lbs, 1.6 
ounces and measuring 20 inches long.  Nevaeh is doing 
great and Victoria loves spoiling her already.

Nevaeh has already decided which team to 
pull for too.

Baby News

Procurement Manager Victoria O’Cain admits that 
she is a “baby hog.”

Sand Hills State Forest Equipment Operator Roosevelt Seegars operates a backhoe to unclog a tarpaper culvert under an access road at Sexton Pond. The recent storm’s have 
caused the feeder creek to back up and threaten an overflow or breach of the road. The culvert was replaced with a new metal one.

Flooding Causes Road Issues at Sand Hills
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“Snail mail” took on a new meaning 
for me when this letter arrived in the 
mail Oct. 8. Notice the date of the 
postmark… 1995. That’s 23 years 
ago!  When this letter was mailed, Bill 
Clinton was President, eBay was born, 
and Windows 95 went live. If these trees 
had been planted in 1995, they could be 
harvested now!

The Check’s In The Mail, As They Say...

Resource Development
- Tim Adams

The South Carolina Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) 
Implementation Committee received the 2018 SFI 
Implementation Committee Achievement Award at 
the SFI Annual Conference. This award recognizes the 
exceptional work of the grassroots network of 34 SFI 
Implementation Committees across the U.S. and Canada. 
SFI Implementation Committees promote SFI standards 
to broaden the practice of responsible forestry and achieve 
on-the-ground progress. The South Carolina committee 
was selected for its ability to build strong partnerships in 
ways that improve sustainable forestry and promote the 
SFI Program.
The South Carolina committee is working with Clemson University to launch a new Center for Excellence in Forestry 
Research. The committee is also fully supporting a visiting scholar fellowship in applied forestry. They are collaborating with 
the Center for Heirs’ Property Preservation to create a cadre of landowner leaders to encourage resolution of heirs’ property 
issues. On the youth education front, the committee has joined multiple partners to develop a sustainable forestry exhibit at a 
nature center and the committee is also building on its partnership with South Carolina Tree Farm and Project Learning Tree, 
an initiative of SFI.
http://www.sfiprogram.org/media-resources/news/south-carolina-sfi-implementation-committee-wins-award-for-strong-partnerships-that-improve-sustainable-forestry-
and-promote-the-sfi-program/

SC SFI Implementation Committee Receives Achievement Award

http://www.sfiprogram.org/media-resources/news/south
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Williamsburg Sector Forestry Technician Clay Cooper took this photo while on the Cache Creek 
Fire in Colorado. It shows where a bear has chewed or scratched  an aspen tree. His 47-inch 
combi tool is leaning against the tree for a height reference, and all you can see is the top of 
the handle.

State Forester Scott Phillips sat down with all of the female employees regarding the results of the Satisfaction 
survey and to get their input and feelings Sept. 4 in Columbia. Scott held meetings statewide.

Berkeley/Upper Charleston Sector Supervisor Gray 
Vallentine snapped this eerie photo of Walmart in Moncks 
Corner completely empty Sept. 11 at 5:45 p.m.

Pee Dee Dispatcher Dolly Crawford took this photo of a 
Weather Channel storm vehicle passing through Santee.

Pee Dee 
Communications 
Manager Donald 
Bryant snapped 
this photo of a 
funnel cloud over 
south Florence 
Sept. 16. Luckily 
it never fully 
developed into a 
tornado.

Special Projects 
Coordinator Lloyd 
Mitchell models the 
“Watchout Situations” 
bandana as headwear 
around the office to 
keep his head warm.
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Tommy Garvin Retires After 38 Years
A retirement lunch was held Aug. 29 for 
retiring Charleston/Dorchester Sector 
Supervisor Tommy Garvin at Outback 
Steakhouse in Charleston. Several 
coworkers, family members and former 
State Forester Gene Kodama attended 
the lunch to thank Tommy for his 38 
years of service to the agency. 
Tommy’s forestry technicians and 
warden presented him with a plaque 
and cash to show their appreciation 
for what Tommy has taught them over 
the years and his support on and off 
wildfires. He will be missed. Tommy, we 
wish you the best in retirement!

Most of the group that joined Tommy for lunch pose in the palms outside Outback.

Tommy thanks everyone for coming and tells them it is 
hard to leave.

Forestry Technician David Linnen presents Tommy with an envelope 
of cash collected from the group.

Forestry Technician Ron Clark presents 
Tommy with a  plaque, below, on behalf of 
his coworkers .

Tommy was joined by his daughter Britney, grandson Thomas, and wife Carolyn at 
the lunch.

Tommy and wife Carolyn share a laugh with retired State Forester Gene Kodama.

Happy  
Retirement!

(continued on next page)
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A note from Tommy Garvin:
To all my fellow employees, I have enjoyed working with you all, Good Luck & 
God Bless! 
Santee 3, Tommy Garvin

Forestry Technicians Jeffrey Kemmerlin and Greg Reeves, Fire Warden Robert Browning, retired Supervisor Tommy 
Garvin with grandson Thomas, Forestry Technicians David Linnen,  David Hart, Ron Clark gathered for lunch to thank 
Tommy for his leadership and support.

Coastal Regional Forester Calvin Bailey presented Tommy 
Garvin his service certificate Sept. 6 at the regional office.

South Carolina Firsts
This milestone occurred in South Carolina and was the first of its kind in the United States.

First fire insurance company – February 3, 1736
The Friendly Society for the Mutual Insurance of Houses Against Fire was founded in Charles Town.

Hats off to Public Information Coordinator Justin Holt,
who went above and beyond to provide oustanding
internal customer service to Piedmont BMP
Forester Holly Welch Oct. 4.
While on his way to the agency’s Piedmont Forestry
Center to assist with the Wood Magic Forest Fair in Tamassee, Justin received a call from 
Welch asking for his assistance in merging several different documents that needed to be 
presented as a single report... with a deadline of that day! Ordinarily that’s not a problem 
for the Communications & Public Information staff, but Justin was out of town, in his 
car and without his computer; not to mention the fact that the rest of the C&PI staff was 
already in the Upstate for Wood Magic.
Not to be deterred, Justin hopped on his phone to see if there were any free apps that he 
could find to help Holly; lo and behold, he found a free tool that he was able to download 
and use to merge the documents she needed. In virtually no time at all, Justin united the 
documents, saved them as a single file and emailed the document back to Holly just in 
time.
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Jones’ Scenic Fire Assignment  

Mount Shasta was a beautiful background for fire camp.

Protection Chief Darryl Jones  served as PIO on the fires near 
Mount Shasta  in California.

An early morning smoky haze sits over camp.

Protection Chief Darryl recently returned from a western fire assignment in 
northern California. Darryl was a Type 1 Public Information Officer Trainee on 
the Hirz Fire near Lakehead and on the Delta Fire near McCloud Aug. 26 - Sept. 
10. The Hirz Fire combined with the Delta Fire,. Both are now contained - the 
Hirz was contained at 46,150 acres Sept. 12. The Delta Fire was contained on 
Oct. 7 at 63,311 acres. 
The command post and fire camp were  set up in McCloud near the base of the 
beautiful 14,000-foot Mount Shasta. There were over 2,500 firefighters assigned 
to the wildfire.
The Delta Fire has caused a big economic loss in the area with the closure of  the 
very busy Interstate 5 and local railroads. 
Darryl had a great time working with two Type 1 Incident Management Teams, 
including one from CalFire and one US Forest Service Interagency team. He was 
also surrounded by some beautiful scenery.

This Chinook was one of several aircraft used on the fire.

Darryl encountered a bear cub and its mother.

The McCloud River was another scenic spot in the area.
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Holt’s Western Detail Includes a Bigfoot Sighting
Black River Unit Forester Ron Holt returned from a western fire assignment Sept. 5. Ron was first assigned as Division 
Supervisor Trainee on the Jennie’s Peak Fire in Fossil, Oregon Aug. 21.  He was on the swing shift, which became the night 
shift. While he was there the fire was burning over 38,000 acres.
Ron was reassigned to the Natchez Fire in Northern California at Happy Camp Aug. 26 when his shift was no longer needed 
in Oregon. He was ordered as a Heavy Equipment Boss but became a Task Force Leader on his first day.  Ron was in Bigfoot 
country on this assignment that has burnt over 33,000 acres. 

Black River Unit Forester Ron Holt standing on a dozer line  on the Natchez Fire in August. A statue of “Bigfoot” stands near Happy Camp in Northern California.  The famous 
video of Bigfoot crossing the stream was shot there and Ron was in town during 
the Bigfoot Jamboree. But he reported that he didn’t see the real one.

Crews try to create a big buffer in an ignition operation on Jennie’s Peak.Fire backs down the slope on the Jennie’s Peak Fire.  Vale Hotshots are adding strips to 
burn out the timber very slowly as it was private land and the goal was to keep the fire as 
cool as possible to avoid damage to the timber. 
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ISA Certified Arborist Training Held in Columbia
The SC Forestry Commission hosted 
a two-day International Society of 
Arboriculture (ISA) training Aug. 29-
30 at the headquarters in Columbia.
The training was taught by retiree 
Jimmy Walters. Pee Dee Urban 
Forester Lois Edwards ran logistics 
for the meeting, making sure they 
had everything they needed. Urban 
Coordinator Frances Waite welcomed 
everyone and introduced Walters.
The workshop had 31 participants 
from around the state, including 
some our very own SC Forestry 
Commission employees.

Retiree Jimmy Walters teaches about planting techniques at the ISA training.

Urban Coordinator Frances Waite welcomes the ISA participants to the training at the Forestry Commission.

Fun Tree Facts
•	 Trees can help you find your way if you get lost in the woods. In northern temperate climates, moss will grow 

on the northern side of the tree trunk, where there is more shade. Also, a tree’s rings can help point you in the 
right direction too. If you’re in the northern hemisphere, you can see the rings of the tree grow slightly thicker 
on the southern side since it receives more light. In the southern hemisphere, the opposite is true, with rings 
being thicker on the north side.

•	 Pine trees grow on six of seven continents, with Antarctica being the only one left out.
•	 The white oak is the tallest oak species. The tallest known white oak is 144 feet tall. It is not unusual for a white 

oak tree to be as wide as it is tall.

Urban Forestry
-Frances Waite
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Santee Unit Office Receives Wireless Upgrade

Technology
- Mike Thomas

A lightning strike took out most of 
the electronics in the tower building 
and a network switch and computer in 
the Santee Unit office in Orangeburg.  
Communications Manager Mike 
Thomas decided to go point-to-point 
wireless to help prevent further strikes.
Special thanks go to Dorchester/
Orangeburg Sector Supervisor Thad 
Wimberly for providing the ladder 
needed, and assisting in mounting the 
Ethernet radio and routing the cables 
in the office building, and thanks to 
Calhoun/Orangeburg Sector Supervisor 
Wade Truesdale, for his help doing the 
same at the tower. 
The NTI Net broadband also took care 
of some signal fade caused by growing 
pine trees, which were causing signal 
dropout. They relocated the Ethernet 
radio from 45 feet to 95 feet on the 
tower, which has made a big difference 
on the base line signal coming into the 
office now.

The Santee Unit office received  wireless upgrades  
following a lightning strike.

A white-marked tussock moth, Orgyia leucostigma, makes its 
way up a sycamore tree. The long, spiky tufts of hairs give 
fair warning to anyone or anything that tries to touch this 
species’ larva. The caterpillar is covered with them, and the 
chemicals that are transferred onto skin when touched can 
cause an allergic reaction in humans, resulting in redness, 
irritation and welts. They are very common and widespread 
in wooded areas of the Eastern US. Caterpillars feed on a 
wide range of hardwood trees and conifers.
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Retired State Forester Gene Kodama harvested a 
8-foot alligator in Berkely County Oct. 3 after a “little” 
fight

Assistant Education Coordinator Beth Foley  
captured evidence of fox squirrels on Harbison 
State Forest Oct. 10 - the remnants of a pine 
cone.

Commissioner Stro Morrison explains his management practices during the second 
week of a two week tour by the German Forestry Society. The second part of the tour 
focused on the productive capacity of our forests and modern silvicultural practices in 
the lowcountry of SC. Forest Technicians Randy Lyles and Nathan Gambrell assisted Oconee/Anderson 

Supervisor Jarrod Brucke  manning a booth at the  National Hunting & Fishing Day  
event Sept. 23  at the South Cove County Park. The trio also caught up with a friend 
from the forest, Smokey Bear .

Former graphic artist Becky Bean sent in these photos  from Camden’s  Firefest Sept. 29. Forest Technician Richard Catoe had 
his unit available for the event. Ryan and Becky’s son enjoyed sitting in the dozer.

FIA Coordinator Byron Rominger (right)  and the Piedmont 
FIA crew, Wesley Bouknight and Steven Broom, measure a 
site on US Forest Service land in McCormick County.

Niederhof Forestry Center Manager Chris King holds a 
bag of newly collected loblolly cones from the coastal 
third generation orchard.
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Green Infrastructure Symposium
The Urban & Community Forestry Program hosted the Green 
Infrastructure Symposium in partnership with the Green 
Infrastructure Center (GIC), the U.S. Forest Service, Clemson 
Cooperative Extension and GreenBlue Urban Sept. 27.  The 
workshop presented evaluations, methods and outcomes of green 
infrastructure plans developed by cities, counties and regions 
supported by the Green Infrastructure Planning Grant (2014) 
offered through the U&CF program.  
Urban trees play a key role in reducing the amount of storm 
water in cities through interception of rainfall in tree canopies 
and absorption and storage of millions of gallons of water in 
cities each year, significantly reducing the negative impacts 
associated with storm water runoff, including flooding and 
polluted water systems.  Trees, vegetation and agricultural soils 
within developed areas collectively make up a community’s 
“green infrastructure.” Managing storm water in cities reduces 
the potential for flooding and pollution runoff, protects soil and 
water quality and reduces the municipal costs involved in water 
treatment facility and storm water management facility construction and 
maintenance.  Generally, more trees in urban areas contribute to a healthier 
environment and better quality of life.
The GIC, led by Director, Karen Firehock, was a central partner in the work 
for this grant as they provided primary consultation and worked individually 
alongside the SC Forestry Commission and grant recipients with each project.  
The green infrastructure habitat model and six-step planning process was 
developed as a tool for identification and prioritization of important natural 
resource areas in each city, county and region.  Mapping and GIS work was 
also conducted by the GIC as well as a planning guide for South Carolina.  
The grant was funded by the U.S. Forest Service and recipients include the 
Santee-Lynches Regional Council of Governments, Anderson County and 
town of Summerville.  
The group also learned about the adoption of guiding principles and the 
support of a special advisory board to identify and map critical natural 
resources to reduce impact in areas at risk. The development and preservation 
pressures occurring in Summerville, one of the fastest growing areas in the 
state was also discussed. Summerville has an adopted vision of balancing the 
built environment with natural lands. They also learned how to implement 
GI plans in South Carolina and about GreenBlue Urban’s line of tree planting 
and storm water management products, design aspects and features as well 
as the implementation process to accommodate a low-impact approach to 
development. 
For more information on green infrastructure planning, check out 
“Evaluating and Conserving Green Infrastructure Across the Landscape:  A 
Practitioner’s Guide.” This guide can be found at  http://www.state.sc.us/
forest/gic-sc15.pdf.

Fairfield/Newberry/Union Project Forester Chase Folk learns 
some tools to help identify natural resources that make up “green 
infrastructure.”

Green Infrastructure Center Director Karen Firehock was a central 
partner in the work for the grant.

Matthew Werle, of GreenBlue Urban explained his company’s line of tree planting and 
storm water management products.

Urban Forestry
-Dena Whitesides

http://www.state.sc.us/forest/gic-sc15.pdf
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/gic-sc15.pdf
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Wood Magic Held in the Piedmont and Midlands
We had two successful weeks of Wood Magic Forest Fair! 
This month, Wood Magic was held at the Piedmont Forestry 
Center	Oct.	2	–	5	and	at	Harbison	State	Forest	Oct.	22	-26.	
This fun-filled forestry festival for fifth-graders reached 1,159 
students and 61 teachers between the two locations. Twenty 
public and private schools attended this 4-hour educational 
program and learned about the importance of sustainable 
management of our forest resources in South Carolina.
There were 113 volunteers who worked as guides, instructors, 
and food servers, as well as other behind the scenes 
jobs. Volunteers came from all backgrounds, agencies, 
organizations, and businesses including (to name a few): 
SC Forestry Commission, Clemson Extension, Collum’s 
Lumber Products, US Forest Service, Domtar Paper, Forestry Association 
of SC, Foothills Forest Products, Central Carolina Technical College, 
Georgia-Pacific, Straka and Straka Consulting, Anderson College, USC 
Union, International Paper, Midlands Master Naturalist, Kapstone 
Paper, Lexington County Solid Waste, Sonoco Recycling, and Whitetail 
Environmental. Eleven Central Carolina Technical College - Natural 
Resource Management students also volunteered on October 22nd 
gaining valuable experience in forestry education and outreach.
Thanks goes to all of our wonderful 
volunteers who helped out at Wood 
Magic! This amazing program would not 
be possible without you! Our next Wood 
Magic	Forest	Fair	will	be	Nov.	13	–	16	at	
Lynches River County Park.

Piedmont Wood Magic staff show off the new WM logo shirts.

Forest Technician Colton Webb explains how a skidder works.

Forest Technicians David Bagwell and Matt Gilstrap assist Property 
& Construction Manager David Owen with the food.

Fire always engages the students.

Education
-Beth Foley

Assistant Education Coordinator Beth Foley and Janet Steele  
(FASC) watch as a student tries to break plys at the sawmill 
station.

Commissioner Eric Smith shows how landfills take up 
space.

Covenant Christian School students pose 
with magicians Vaughan Spearman and 
Matt Schnabel.
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Lexington/Richland Project Forester 
Madison Graham

Fairfield/Newberry Sector Forest 
Technician Phillip Reddick

Fairfield/Newberry Sector Supervisor 
Bruce Ballentine

Spartanburg/Union Sector Supervisor 
Jon Barker

Cherokee/Chester/York Project Forester Gretchen Spaulding 
demonstrates erosion at the Gifts station.

Fairfield/Newberry/Union Project Forester Chase Folk builds 
a controlled fire.

Accounting Supervisor Jane Leneave, Forest Protection 
Administrative Assistant Susan Brogdon, and Public 
Information Coordinator Justin Holt make the popcorn bags.

Forest Management Chief Russell Hubright blows bubbles 
though a solid piece of wood.

Communications & Public Information Director Doug Wood 
throws the earth around in paper.

Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens Sector Supervisor Dale Curry 
explains how plywood is made.

Coastal Stewardship Forester Vaughan Spearman does some 
magic in the Introduction.

Janet Steele (FASC) shows how landfills are not something 
you want in your backyrad.

Wood Magic Photos
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Thank You Firemen Gift

Coastal Dispatcher Christina Riley is 
super proud of her 8-year-old daughter 
Gracie for attending the Surfers Healing 
event Aug. 23 on Folly Beach. Gracie, 
who suffers from autism, rode four 
waves and had a great time. This event 
gives her confidence and a fun time. 
Gracie is in the third grade at school 
with minimal therapies.  She loves that 
her mom works with Smokey Bear and 
is a dispatcher, and she wants to be a 
dispatcher when she grows up.
Surfers Healing’s (https://www.
surfershealing.org/) mission is to enrich 
the lives of people living with autism by 
exposing them to the unique experience 
of surfing. If you would like more 
information or would like to donate, 
visit https://www.surfershealing.org/.

Dispatcher Riley Proud of  Daughter’s Accomplishments

Gracie Riley catches a wave on Folly Beach.

Gracie is in the third 
grade and wants to be a 
dispatcher when she grows 
up.

Gracie got an award for her 
participation in the event.

Forest Resource Analyst Scott 
Danskin’s daughter Lily made 
cupcakes and sent them with a 
letter of thanks to the headquarters 
to show her appreciation for 
firefighters.

https://www.surfershealing.org
https://www.surfershealing.org
https://www.surfershealing.org
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Sculptor James O’Neal with the tree he created the Arnold statue from.

Wood Statue of  Schwarzenegger Made of  Black Oak
Arnold Schwarzenegger has been honored with several statues 
throughout his long and successful career, but few as impressive as the 
one recently carved by wood sculptor James O’Neal out of a single 
black oak trunk.
Standing at 6-foot-2-inches, the statue took O’Neal six months 
to complete, and bears an uncanny resemblance to the “Austrian 
Oak” in his prime years, when he won back-to-back Mr. Olympia 
titles. From his signature vacuum pose, to his 70s hairdo and 
even the veins on his arms, the sculpture captures the look of 
Arnold Schwarzenegger almost to perfection. The entire process of 
shaping the black oak trunk into an ultra-realistic sculpture of the 
bodybuilding legend was documented on James O’Neal’s Instagram.
“This piece of black oak has the craziest grain of anything I’ve ever 
carved,” O’Neal wrote. “Burls, knots, bark, bug tunnels, and grain 
that changes direction every few inches. Arnold fans will probably 
feel it interferes with the statue, but this piece is why I carve trees. So 
much character, and after all, Arnold is the Austrian Oak.”
https://www.odditycentral.com/art/artist-carves-incredible-life-size-sculpture-of-arnold-
schwarzenegger-out-of-a-single-tree-trunk.html

The finished wooden statue is a good representation of the former governor of 
California.

The progression of the carving shows how much work went into it.

https://www.odditycentral.com/art/artist-carves-incredible-life-size-sculpture-of-arnold-schwarzenegger-out-of-a-single-tree-trunk.html
https://www.odditycentral.com/art/artist-carves-incredible-life-size-sculpture-of-arnold-schwarzenegger-out-of-a-single-tree-trunk.html
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Farming, running a sawmill and managing 
land are just a few of the jobs many of the 
Forestry Commission forestry technicians 
work when they aren’t performing their 
duties for the agency.
Georgetown Sector Forestry Technician 
Caroline Altman would be fine doing any of 
those jobs, but a lengthy commute to work 
when she began working for the Forestry 
Commission limited what she could do to 
earn a supplemental income.
Her persistence to find something that fit her 
schedule eventually paid off with a job that fit 
her perfectly, as she was introduced to selling 
Younique beauty products by a friend.
“I started selling Younique while I was at 
Manchester because it was a really long 
commute to work. I needed another job 
but I didn’t have time to work another job,” 
Altman said. “One of my friends started 
selling it, and she was making money, so I 
said I was going to give that a try. It’s worked 
out well.”
Being a salesperson for companies similar to 
Younique can be time consuming because 
of the need to host parties to showcase the 
products. However, Younique is the perfect 
fit for Altman because most of her work can 
be done virtually.
“A lot of other direct sales companies do 
in-house parties. We can do that, but that’s 
the beauty of Younique. We do primarily 

everything on Facebook, using live videos 
and posting pictures,” said Altman, who 
sells everything from makeup to skin care to 
perfume. “We do group parties. Instead of in-
person, it’s like a virtual party. It works better 
for people like me who don’t have time to go 
to somebody’s house on a Saturday and do a 
big party.”
Working for Younique has been great for 
Altman, but she is also able to help others 
in need just by selling the products. Buyers 
have the option during every transaction to 
donate to the Younique Foundation, which 
supports women who were sexually abused as 
adolescents.
“Any order you place you have the option 
to round up to the nearest dollar, and 
they’ll donate that money to the Younique 
Foundation,” Altman said. “That’s a plus. I 
want to help 
whoever I 
can.”
When she’s 
working for 
the Forestry 
Commission, 
Altman loves 
all aspects of 
her job. The 
one thing 
she enjoys 
the most is 
prescribed 

There’s More to This Dozer Operator Than Meets the Eye

Caroline
 Altman

Altman enjoys being outside.

Caroline is not scared to get dirty.
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Caroline with her firefighting unit.Caroline and former Pee Dee BMP Forester and neighbor 
Tonya Smith show off their fish.

burning, especially when she was working with the staff at Manchester 
State Forest.
“We’d get a lot done and just had fun,” said Altman, who began working 
with the Forestry Commission as a forestry technician at MSF in 
November 2016. “We were like a little family.”
After moving into her current position, it didn’t take long for Altman 
to experience fighting her first bay fire. She was one of many Forestry 
Commission personnel who helped contain the 205-acre CCC Road Fire 
in Georgetown in March.
“It was rough. We had every tractor in Georgetown County and 
some from Williamsburg County out there,” Altman recalled. “It was 
eye-opening. I had been on fires, but I hadn’t been on a fire of that 
magnitude yet. It was fast and it was thick. You couldn’t see anything. 
Everybody was getting bogged down.”
Altman didn’t have any aspirations of being a wildland firefighter when 
she was growing up in Georgetown. She had dreams of becoming 
a lawyer thanks to watching numerous episodes of crime shows on 
television.
“I’d watch Criminal Minds, Law & Order and all that stuff. I don’t know 
how we got here (being a firefighter),” joked Altman, who graduated from Horry-Georgetown Technical College with a degree 
in forestry in 2015. 
In her spare time, Altman loves bass fishing and hunting. She does both quite often on her 200-acre farm in Kingstree.
“It might have the state record bass in it, but I haven’t caught it yet,” Altman said with a smile. “It works out well because I can 
go fishing during the day and then hunt in the afternoon.”
When she’s not working or at the farm hunting and fishing, she enjoys spending time with her family, including her mother, 
Lea Creel, and brother, Daniel Altman. She also has a family-like relationship with her neighbors, Tonya and Wayne Smith, 
who were both Forestry Commission employees at one time. Wayne still serves as a forestry technician in the Georgetown 
sector.
“They are like my adoptive parents,” Altman said of the Smiths. “But they are also my next-door neighbors. They are like my 
family. I spend a lot of time hanging out with them.”
While getting together with family often involves hunting, fishing or camping, there’s one thing they especially enjoy doing 
together.
 “We love to eat,” Altman said. “Tonya makes the best tacos in the world. She makes them for me for my birthday.”

Caroline sells  unique beauty products online to supplement her income.
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Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina

Fire Weather Outlook

MONTH-AND YEAR-TO-DATE COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5- AND 10-YEAR AVERAGE
Time Period   OCTOBER  JULY-OCTOBER    FISCAL YEAR
 FIRES ACRES FIRES ACRES FIRES ACRES
5-Year Average     81 217 279 1037 1,583 11,520 
10-Year Average    81 237 361 1565 1,864 14,636
Current FY¹        17 65 224 1029 224 1029

¹To date for current fiscal year

Southern Area:  Below Normal 
significant wildland fire potential is 
expected throughout the outlook period 
except in areas shown on the maps above 
where Normal significant wildland fire 
potential is expected.
As a weak El Niño continues to develop 
during the fall and as colder, below 
average ocean temperatures persist in 
the northern and eastern tropical areas 
of the northern Atlantic, the southern 
portion of the country will continue to 
experience above average precipitation 
overall except possibly across portions of 
Georgia, Florida, and Alabama. Existing 
and long range data suggests that the fall 
and winter months will produce periods 
of colder than average conditions except 
across the southeastern portion of the 
region where average to warmer than 
average conditions may persist.
Overall, we are expecting a rather muted 
and lower fire risk period as fire danger 
remains low through the outlook period.
October and November mark another transition in the western fire season as the focus typically shifts to California as 
occasional Foehn wind events develop. The Southeast also typically experiences a fall peak during this period. The fall season 
this year might not follow the traditional script, however. Expected long-range weather patterns for at least October do not 
support the development of a significant number of wind events. While they may occur, the total number of events should be 
less than average. Considering that expected precipitation will be below average during this period, this could be a big factor 
in keeping some of the impacts from having an elevated potential at bay. Across the Southeast, conditions have been very 
wet over the past several months. With the potential development of an El Niño, the wet pattern is not likely to change. This 
should result in overall Normal to Below Normal significant wildland fire potential throughout the remainder of the fall.
Transitioning from November into December and January, all regions are expected to experience reduced fire activity with 
the arrival of winter. Brief periods of critical fire weather conditions could elevate fire potential during occasional wind events 
over areas that are not snow covered. Events such as this are generally short in duration. Areas to monitor are along the 
Rocky Mountain Front, the Great Basin, the Southwest, and the southern Great Plains (during January.) All of these areas 
were experiencing some measure of drought at the end of September though some improvement is expected along the Rocky 
Mountain Front in southern Colorado and New Mexico.
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Photo of the Month

Please send in your 
photos or news to 
Michelle Johnson at 
mjohnson@scfc.gov.

Quote of the Month

“In every walk with 
Nature one receives 
far more than he 

seeks.”

John Muir 

LET THE FORESTS STAND
(Air: “Always”)

Let the forest stand, Always,
Lend a helping hand, Always,
Red-Wood, oak and pine, strong and straight and fine,
Let their branches twine, Always, always.
Leave the woods alive, Always,
Then they’re bound to thrive, Always.
Not for just an hour, Not for just a day,
Not for just a year, But always.

    --By J. Wesley Lord

Taken from the book titled “Poems, Prose and Songs of Trees and Woodlands for South Carolina”, published 
by the S.C. State Commission of Forestry.

Retired Charleston Supervisor Tommy Garvin’s wife Carolyn sent in this photo of how Tommy will be spending 
retirement. The work may be hard, but not a bad view from his Edisto island hay farm!

mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov

