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Good day!
The old saying, “March comes in like a lion, and 
goes out like a lamb,” also applied to October 
this year. The month certainly came into South 
Carolina like a lion, weather-wise. 

October is always a busy month 
for the Forestry Commission, and 
the historic rainfall and resulting 
flooding greatly added to the workload. 
Fortunately, Hurricane Joaquin did 
not also make landfall here. If that had 
happened, the results would likely have 
been similar to Hurricane Hugo of 1989 
with rain and wind speeds that would 
have added a heavy layer of damage 
also of historic proportions. The forest 
industry suffered some production 
losses due to downtime and increased 
costs due to wood cost increases needed 
to keep mills running, estimated at $65 
million. This loss is a small part of the 
industry’s annual economic positive 
impact of $18.6 billion, but still very 
harmful to the individual mills and 
landowners that bore the brunt of the 
storm and the flooding. Inside this issue 
you’ll read a lot about the tireless efforts 
of Forestry Commission personnel 

who worked around the clock before, 
during and after the flooding to provide 
emergency response and assessment. I’m 
so proud to work with such a great team 
of professionals who gave so much in 
the service of others.

Thankfully, the forest resource was 
spared of statewide damage. However, 
individual landowners that had young 
plantations covered by water for 
extended periods may have some dead 
trees. Landowners should monitor all 
their forests that were flooded for a year 
or so and watch for damage resulting 
from extended soil saturation, which 
can stress trees and invite disease and 
insects. The worst damage to most forest 
landowners has been extensive road, 
culvert, and bridge damage, which will 
require much time and capital to fix.

Regarding other activities in October, 
there have been many, and I will 
comment on just a few of those. What 

SCFC IMT Responds with Columbia Fire Department 
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This issue’s cover features flooded forestlands in 
Georgetown County. (Photo by Herb Nicholson)

On the Cover

I call “Meeting Season,” which starts 
in September and winds down in 
November, has been in full swing. We 
have been hosting and participating 
in many sessions. Just a couple of days 
after the weekend of incredible rainfall, 
we presented our 2016-2017 budget 
proposal to the Governor’s staff. We 
are being consistent in our request to 
restore staffing and operating capacity 
lost during the recession and continue 
to replace old and open-cab firefighting 
dozers. We have also begun to request 
the restoration of foresters to serve 
private landowners in helping them 
make their forestland more financially 
successful and correct the shortage of 
pulpwood-size pine timber.

On October 7, after a five-hour 
drive from Columbia to Myrtle Beach 
due to traffic and road/bridge closure 
challenges, I welcomed the NC 
Forestry Association and Southern 
Forest Products Association to South 
Carolina for their annual meetings, 
which coincidently were on the same 
day in the same conference center. The 
Clemson Forestry Alumni Association, 
of which our own [TITLE] Jaime Jones 
is the president, held its annual meeting 
at mid-month in Clemson.

I also attended a meeting of the 
USDA Forestry Research Advisory 

Council in Washington, D.C., from 
which recommendations on forestry 
research were being prepared for 
communication to USDA Secretary 
Tom Vilsack. Later that week, I 
welcomed the National Forest 
Protection Association to the state 
and assisted the US Forest Service in 
presenting a Gold level Smokey Bear 
fire prevention award to Gwen Hensley 
of the USFS Daniel Boone National 
Forest. Later that day, Darryl provided 
a presentation of the Highway 31 Fire 
that occurred just a few miles from 
the meeting site in 2009. Between 
NFPA sessions, I presented an update 
on forestry and on the agency to the 
Moncks Corner Rotary Club in my 
hometown, where it was nice to visit 
with people whom I had not seen for 
years. 

Last week, we hosted a field tour for 
key legislative committee staff, some 
of whom are currently reviewing the 
Commission’s mission and effectiveness. 
Tom Patton led us in organizing the 

tour, which was extremely well done 
thanks to the wonderful assistance of 
International Paper Company, Cox 
Industries, and the Commission’s 
Orangeburg Unit staff.

And to top the month off, we 
hosted a military appreciation hunt 
in partnership with the Quality 
Deer Management Association at 
the Niederhof Forestry Center and 
presented another check derived from 
the auction of hunts by QDMA to the 
SC National Guard’s Family Readiness 
Group to provide financial support to 
the families of deployed soldiers.

So, October did “Come in like a lion 
and go out like a lamb” weather-wise, 
as the month of March often does. 
However, our schedules, which included 
much more activity than I mentioned 
here, was as active as a hungry lion. 
I greatly appreciate our fantastic 
Commission team that constantly 
handles both the routine tasks and the 
emergency ones in fine fashion. Thank 
you to all!

State Forester Gene Kodama speaks at the North 
Carolina Forestry Association Annual Meeting in  Myrtle 
Beach Oct. 8.

State Forester Gene Kodama presented an update on 
forestry to the Moncks Corner Rotary Club Oct. 22.

Jim Hubbard, Deputy Chief of State and Private Forestry, 
USFS and  State Forester Gene Kodama present Gwen 
Hensley the Smokey Bear Award for NFPA.

Participants at the Legislative Staff Tour visit Cox Industries and view Weyerhauser Parallam® 48 foot long timbers 
entering an 84-foot long treating tube.
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Employee News

Harbison Administrative Assistant Lisa Hart and Coastal Region 
Communications Manager Mike Thomas take a minute to pose.

New Employees

Bill Collins

Kris Jordan

PERSONNEL NEWS

We would like to welcome two new employees to the 
agency in the Pee Dee Region, Kristopher Jordan and 
Bill Collins.

Kristopher Jordan is the new Supervisor for 
Kershaw and Lee Counties in the Lynches River Unit. 
Kris started Oct. 5 and is working out of the Camden 
office.

Kris lives in Lynchburg and attended the University 
of South Carolina. He previously worked with the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office. In his spare time Kris enjoys 
hunting, fishing, and almost anything outdoors.

William “Bill” Collins, IV started Oct. 2 as a 
Dispatcher at the Pee Dee Dispatch Center. Bill lives 
in Florence and attended South Florence High School 
and Florence Darlington Technical College.  

He previously worked in the Pee Dee Dispatch 
Center years ago. In his spare time, he enjoys drag 
racing.

Kyle Wyatt has been reassigned from his position as Mechanic to Supervisor 
for Cherokee,Chester, and York counties in the East Unit of the Piedmont 
Region effective Nov. 2, 2015. He will work out of the Leslie office.

Jacqueline Lintzenich has been reassigned from her position as Project 
Forester with the Pee Dee Region to Project Forester for Beaufort and Colleton 
counties in the Edisto Unit of the Coastal Region effective Nov. 2, 2015. She 
will work out of the Coastal Regional Office.

Project Forester Tyler Greiner will now handle Allendale, Hampton and 
Jasper counties, and Anneta Pritchard will work Aiken, Bamberg, and Barnwell.

Eli Collier has been reassigned from his position as Forestry Technician I for 
Fairfield and Newberry counties with the East Unit of the Piedmont Region 
to Forestry Technician I for Lexington and Richland counties effective Nov. 2, 
2015.

Kevin Garner will be reassigned from his position as Mechanic III for the 
Piedmont Region in Newberry to Mechanic III in Spartanburg effective Nov. 2, 
2015.

Caught on Camera
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Historic Flood Swamps South Carolina
South Carolina was hit by historic 

flooding Oct. 1-5 that caused 
significant damage to properties and 
roads throughout the state with many 
residents having to be rescued by 
emergency personnel. 

In addition to impacting thousands 
of homes and businesses, flood waters 
also damaged hundreds of the state’s 
roads and bridges, causing significant 
travel disruptions that lasted for days. 
Some roads and bridges were so badly 
damaged it will likely take weeks or even 
months to repair.

The Federal Drought Mitigation 
Center designated nearly three-fourths 
of South Carolina as abnormally dry or 
facing drought conditions Sept. 29. The 
U.S.D.A. Agriculture Department had 
designated 29 of the state’s 46 counties 
as “primary natural disaster areas” due to 
damages and losses caused by drought. 
Following the flooding, less than five 
percent of the state drew the same 
drought designation. 

Rainfall started in the afternoon hours 
Thursday, Oct. 1, mainly impacting 
locations along the coast. There was 
a lull in rainfall Friday before a large 
band of heavy rainfall pushed into 
the state Friday night. Periods of 
moderate to heavy rain continued 
through the weekend.  A stalled front 
offshore combined with deep tropical 
moisture streaming northwest into 
the area ahead of a strong upper level 
low pressure system to the west and 
Hurricane Joaquin well to the east. This 
led to historic rainfall with widespread 
amounts of 15-20 inches and localized 
amounts over 25 inches. Much-feared 
Hurricane Joaquin missed the East 
Coast but fueled what experts at the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration called a “fire hose” of 
tropical moisture that aimed directly at 
the state.

The catastrophic floods that struck 
South Carolina will go down in the 
history books, not only because of 
the lives lost and the destruction they 
wrought, but also because of the sheer 

amount of rainfall. The October 2015 
storm will go down as one of the most 
prolific rainfall events in the modern 
history of the United States. 

The rain event has set records all over 
the state, flooding entire towns. For 
some locations, this historic rainfall 
qualifies as a 1,000-year rain event, 
meaning in a given year there is a 1 in 
1,000 chance of observing rainfall totals 
of this magnitude. 

According to AccuWeather Chief 
Meteorologist Elliot Abrams, “I have 
never seen rainfall this intense, in this 
large of an area and during this short 
of a period in absence of direct impact 
from a tropical storm or hurricane.” 

Every similar and large-scale torrential 
rainfall event in the Eastern United 
States most likely involved a tropical 
storm or hurricane.

Rainfall totals from the early October 
storm shattered several records in South 
Carolina. The official statewide 24-hour 
rainfall record was exceeded in several 
locations and the unofficial state record 
for five-day total rainfall, which had 
stood for 107 years, has been surpassed 
at more than a dozen reporting sites. 
The rainfall exceeded that of any 
hurricane in South Carolina history. 

Of South Carolina’s 46 counties, ten – 
Charleston, Williamsburg, Georgetown, 
Horry, Berkeley, Clarendon, Sumter, 
Richland, Dorchester and Orangeburg – 
received at least 20 inches of rain.

Extensive and widespread flooding 
occurred across the state with the 
most significant flooding occurring 
in areas along and near smaller creeks 
and streams, especially those that were 

This map of the observed precipitation from Sept. 29-Oct. 5, 2015 shows where the  historic flood brought over 20 
inches of rain to parts of South Carolina.

Homes were flooded near Brown’s Ferry in Georgetown 
County.

Water covered Highway 59 near Scottsville  in eastern 
Sumter County.
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tributaries to larger rivers such as the 
Congaree, Broad, Saluda, Wateree, 
Black, Edisto, Lynches, and Santee.

The hardest-hit swath of South 
Carolina stretches from the capital city 
of Columbia all the way to the coast, 
from Georgetown down to Charleston, 
resembling the same footprint that 
Hurricane Hugo traveled in 1989.

Sunday, Oct. 4 was a day filled with 
harrowing rescues statewide when 
numerous rivers and dams burst their 
banks, washing away roads, bridges, 
vehicles, and homes. Hundreds of 
people required rescue, and the state’s 
emergency management division urged 
everyone in the state to not travel. 
Emergency personnel were dispatched 
to homes, trees, and cars and even the 
Coast Guard—which normally responds 
to distress calls at sea—was performing 
rescues over land.

The flooding wreaked havoc on the 
state, closing 541 roads and bridges 
including major interstates. It also 
breached 36 dams and closed rail lines.  
Some towns were entirely cut off, 
isolating thousands as if on “islands”. 

Nineteen people died from the floods, 
with most of the fatalities involving 
vehicles. There were multiple instances 
of people driving around barricades and 
on closed roads.

The flooding closed businesses, 
churches, state parks, government 
agencies, schools and universities, and 
opened emergency shelters and disaster 
response centers. It also led to power 
outages, boiled water advisories, downed 
trees, evacuations and mandatory 
curfews.

Gov. Nikki Haley declared a State 
of Emergency Oct. 1, and the heaviest 
rains fell Oct. 3 and 4. In the wake of 
the disastrous flooding, President Barack 
Obama signed a Presidential Disaster 
Declaration for twenty-two counties 
to include direct financial help for 
temporary housing and home repairs, 
low-cost loans to cover uninsured 
property losses and other programs to 
help individuals and business owners 

recover from the effects of the flooding.
South Carolina’s October flood could 

go down in history as one of the state’s 
most destructive and costly natural 
disasters. While it will take county, state, 
and federal officials years to count up 
the actual costs of the flood, preliminary 
estimates have placed the total damage 
at more than $1 billion, although state 
officials have been unwilling to place a 
dollar amount on the destruction. Crop 
damage alone has been estimated at 
more than $300 million, and there is an 
estimated loss of at least $65 million to 
the forest industry’s economic impact.

It will take some time before South 
Carolina fully recovers from this 
disaster, but South Carolinians will do 
as our state motto says, “Dum Spiro 
Spero”, meaning While I Breathe I 
Hope.

Historic Flood (continued)

Lawson Road in Darlington County.was flooded and 
blocked by a downed tree. (Photo from James Brunson)

Homes in the Lake Katherine area in Richland County were heavily damaged. (Photo from James Brunson)

Debris litters yards near Lake Katherine. (Photo from James Brunson)

County.was
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Floods Wreak Havoc on Transportation System
The state’s transportation system 

suffered a major blow as a result of the 
recent historic flooding. Thirty-one 
counties were affected with road and 
bridge closures during the event, and 
several counties still have primary routes 
closed.  

Closures reached a peak Oct. 5 with 
541 roads being closed. Two rail lines, 
Norfolk Southern and CSX, suffered 
major damage, and sections will be 
closed weeks for repairs.

The South Carolina Department of 
Transportation is working diligently to 
repair the bridges and roads as quickly 
as possible. The majority of the current 
closures are on the state’s secondary 
system. Priority is placed on high 
volume traffic routes, secondary roads, 
routes around schools, fire departments 
and other critical access areas. SCDOT 
has hundreds of crews working on the 
infrastructure around the state. Several 
highway/bridge contractors have been 
engaged to assist with repairs in 12 
counties. SCDOT is also removing 
debris around the state.

Serious issues occurred when 
interstates from the midlands to the 
coast had to be closed due to water over 
the roads or bridges. All were reopened 
within days, except Interstate 95. Crews 
had to inspect and shore up bridges 
over swampy areas, including the Black 
and Pocotaligo rivers near Manning. 
Southbound I-95 opened Oct. 12, and 
Northbound I-95 opened Oct. 13 after 
officials repaired 18 bridges weakened 
or damaged by floodwaters along the 
13-mile stretch that had broken the 
vital highway link from Maine to South 
Florida. The closure, combined with 
detours on local roads, forced some 
travelers to drive 100 miles out of their 
way. 

The closed roads affected the Forestry 
Commission’s response to wildfires, 
by changing normal routes, which 
lengthened response times in places.  
Every day dispatchers had to check the 
SCDOT map of closures and update 
the Computer-Aided Dispatch System 
(CADS) with roads that were closed 
or opened back up so the system could 
determine the closest available resource.

Highway 301 between Gable and Manning looked like an ocean. (Photo from Lois Edwards)

Parts of Interstate 95 were closed for days while 18 
bridges in the area of Black River and Pocataligo Swamp 
were assessed.

This car was pulled from a bridge washout on Congress 
Road in Richland County. Luckily the passengers were 
rescued before the car was carried downstream.

There are still roads and bridges closed due to washouts 
from the flooding.

Highway 601 in Richland County had several damaged 
sections and was closed for a period of time.

Congress Road bridge washed out in Richland County.

Highway 59 in Sumter County near Shiloh was flooded.
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SCFC Estimates $65 Million Loss to Forest Industry
South Carolina Forestry Commission 

officials estimate a loss of at least 
$65 million in the forest industry’s 
economic impact because of  October 
2015’s  historic flooding. The estimate 
was derived from forest planting and 
inventory data, aerial surveillance, mill 
reports and consultations with foresters, 
timber buyers, loggers and landowners.

The assessment does not include what 
are expected to be additional millions 
of dollars in damage and repair to 
private forest roads, which is currently 
unknown.

“Some mills have reported shortages 
of wood deliveries and difficulty 
shipping finished products because of 
closed roads, bridges and rail lines,” said 
State Forester Gene Kodama. “Many 
loggers in the flood zone have not been 
able to operate since the storm because 
of wet ground and inaccessible roads 
and bridges. These conditions are not 
likely to improve soon.”

While the economic loss represents a 
small part of the industry’s $18.6 billion 
contribution to the state’s economy, it 
has a huge and immediate impact on 
the forest landowners, loggers, mills 
and suppliers in the counties affected 
by heavy rainfall and flooding. The 
loss of access to roads, bridges and rail 
lines, higher operating costs for loggers, 
increased transportation costs for mills, 
and overall lost productivity account for 
most of the economic loss.

“We’re fortunate, however, that 
more than two-thirds of the state is 
forested because forests are resilient 
and renewable ecological systems,” he 
said. “Forests help prevent erosion from 
flooding, filter the air and provide 60 
percent of the water we use.”

SCFC officials also emphasize that 
landowners should not feel compelled 
to harvest and sell their timber just 
because their trees have been flooded. 
Most forest stands beyond seedling sizes 
typically survive short-term flooding.  
Seedlings that were completely 
submerged for a week or more are less 
likely to survive. Forest landowners 

should continue to monitor all forested 
areas that have been flooded for tree 
health issues over the next year and 
consult a registered forester if they have 
questions or concerns.

The South Carolina Forestry 
Commission has created a special 
section on the home page of its website 
at www.trees.sc.gov to both collect and 
provide information for those affected 
by the flooding. There are links to 
information about possible disaster 
assistance for individuals and businesses, 
research about the effects of The trees 
submerged in water and details of the 

assessment the agency is currently 
conducting.

An aerial survey shows a site  near the Santee River with moving water Oct. 15. (Photo by Herb Nicholson)

The Black River flooded forest stands and homes in its 
vicinity. (Photo by Herb Nicholson)

Planted pine stands in Williamsburg County were still  flooded a week after the rainfall. (Photo by Herb Nicholson)

www.trees.sc.gov
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SCFC Locations Damaged by Floods
SC Forestry Commission property didn’t suffer much damage from the flooding.  The Andrews Repeater was flooded for 

almost two weeks, limiting radio communication to the Andrews/Georgetown area of the SCFC airways (see next page).  
Manchester State Forest (MSF), Wee Tee State Forest (WTSF), and Harbison State Forest (HSF) suffered major road damage 
and trail erosion.

State Forests Experienced Flooding and Road Damage
Of the five state forests, Poe Creek 

State Forest (PCSF) and Sand Hills State 
Forest (SHSF) received no significant 
damage. The infrastructure, mainly 
roads, trails, and stream crossings at 
HSF and MSF were both damaged 
and are currently under repair. WTSF 
is still flooded, and damage is yet to be 
determined.

Three of the State Forests are located 
on major rivers, and two received damage 
to roads due to the flooding.  Harbison 
State Forest, located on the Broad River, 
was closed Oct. 5-11, and partially 
closed Oct. 12-21 to repair road and 
trail damage. Wee Tee State Forest on 
the Santee River is still flooded and not 
accessible. Infrastructure damage has yet 
to be determined.

Manchester State Forest on the 
Wateree River had flooded roads four 
miles from the river. Cambell’s Creek 

Road had a section completely washed 
out leaving a hole 65 feet long, 15 feet 
wide and 20 feet deep.  Most roads 
suffered some erosion.  The west end of 
Fuller’s Earth Road will be closed until 
Campbell’s Creek Road can be fixed. 
The county maintained roads (Belle’s 
Mill and Middleton) are in terrible shape 
and completely impassable. With the 
amount of damage and repair required 
on Middleton, Forest Director Harvey 
Belser said he doesn’t believe the road will 
open for some time.

There was no noted damage to the 
timber resource of four of the five state 
forests (Harbison, Manchester, Poe 
Creek, and Sand Hills); however, Wee 
Tee is somewhat still in question. It is 
still flooded, but an aerial survey did 
not reveal any initial concern for the 
timber resource. SCFC officials have 
been unable to access the area at this 
time to ground-truth the aerial survey 
of the timber resource or survey the 
infrastructure for damage.

Roads are heavily eroded on Manchester State Forest. 
County-maintained Middleton Road suffered severe 
damage.

Roads were flooded four miles from the Wateree River 
on Manchester State Forest

Manchester State Forest Director Harvey Belser investigates the heavily damaged Campbell’s Creek Road behind the 
office. The culverts underneath the road, which used to be an old railroad bed, blew out taking, a big section of the 
road with it. The hole measures 65 feet long, 15 feet wide, and 20 feet deep.

State Forests
- Mike Shealy

Harbison State Forest roads suffered major damage, 
which closed the forest for about two weeks.
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Andrews Repeater Flooded
During the recent historic flood, the 

Andrews repeater stopped working.  
Santee Cooper Co-op, which has radio 
equipment and an electrical substation 
on the same site reported the Andrews 
Repeater was under at least nine feet of 
water. That was confirmed the next day 
by Black River Unit Forester Ron Holt 
and Pee Dee Pilot James “Heavy” Price 
as they flew over the Black River Unit 
assessing timber damage.  

It took nine days for the water to 
recede enough for Communications 
Manager Donald Bryant to access the 
site by road. Upon his arrival he was 
surprised to find that the building’s air 
conditioning unit was running! The 
inside of the building had no standing 

water, but the 
equipment 
inside was 
still wet.  The 
repeater was 
not working, 
and the backup 
power transfer 
switch was 
damaged. 

The antenna and the coaxial antenna 
signal line was replaced just one month 
ago. It did not appear to have water 
damage.  After checking the antenna 
connection and removing the water-
logged repeater and associated parts, 
Donald installed the spare repeater Oct. 
16 and was able to get the Andrews 
repeater operational again by 6:15 p.m. 

The entire building inside was cleaned 
and wiped down to help prevent issues 
with germs and to help sanitize the 
surfaces. The building will need to be 
monitored for any mold, mildew or 
contamination issues over the next 
few months, but the working AC unit 

should help dry it out in the meantime.
Donald returned Oct. 20 to replace 

the generator transfer switch with one 
he modified from an older Generac 
unit. He also rewired the building and 
put in a new electrical box to bypass the 
existing internal wiring. The external 

pedestal power box was replaced and 
meter box repainted. 

Santee Cooper personnel came by, 
inspected their meter box, replaced the 
electric meter, and reviewed Donald’s 
electrical work.  They were very 
impressed and satisfied. 

The repeater and duplexer (with cover removed) were 
dripping wet inside the building after the flood. (Photo 
by Donald Bryant)

Donald replaced and repaired the generator switch 
and other parts inside the building.  (Photo by Donald 
Bryant)

The Andrews Repeater Site, located on Highway 41, is pictured before, left, and after the flood.

Communications
- Lloyd Mitchell

Andrews Repeater site, located on Highway 41 just north of Andrews, was under water for days, leaving the area 
weak on communication. The other repeaters  in the area (Huger, Britton’s Neck, and New Zion) were all operational.

SCFC Construction & 
Property Manager David 
Owen said, “Donald saved 
us quite a bit of money by 
doing this work himself. 
He is always looking for 
the safest and most cost 
effective way to resolve a 
problem. I appreciate what 
he did at this site.”



November 201510

By Mike Bozzo, Piedmont 
Regional Forester

The SC Forestry Commission 
Incident Management Team (IMT) 
was called to action Sunday, Oct. 4 
to the Richland County Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) to assist in 
the Joaquin Flood 2015 response.  After 
arriving in the rain at a hectic EOC, 
the IMT was requested to assist the 
Columbia Fire Department (CFD) in 
organizing the search and rescue efforts 
for not only the city of Columbia, but 
the entire county (CFD has jurisdiction 
and responsibility for the entire county).

Immediately upon arriving at CFD 
Headquarters, the IMT met with 
Assistant Chiefs Hinsley, Helms, 
Edmonds, Krusen, and Carricota.  
It was apparent that they had IMT 
experience as they handed us an 
Incident Action Plan (IAP) from 
which they had already been working. 
A unified command structure was 
established with our IMT and CFD 
personnel.  Chief Helms and Mike 
Bozzo developed objectives from which 
the tactics meetings were based and the 
planning meetings approved.  The IAP 
was developed from there as Division 
assignments were made and resources 
ordered.

The community was very generous in 
supplying us and the responders at the 
station with food and encouragement.  
The church across the street, Christ 
Church of the Carolinas, opened their 
doors for us to conduct our morning 
operational briefings for more than 350 
responders. The church also provided 
bananas, water, power drinks, and 
various snacks for all to take with them 
each morning after the briefing. Mac’s, 
a restaurant directly across the road 
from the CFD, offered free coffee to the 
responders.  Numerous local restaurants 
dropped off food for everyone. Such 

an outflow of community caring and 
giving made us all proud to be South 
Carolinians.

Team members and their CFD 
counterparts did an excellent job in 
using their specific skills and expertise 
to accomplish the tasks at hand.  Our 
mission was to organize the search and 
rescue efforts in the flooded areas.  We 
then responded to those communities 
where pond dams were breaking or 
being breached, and to prepare the 
citizens for the possibility of evacuation.

Divisions were created, and Task 
Forces were built with Search and 
Rescue boat teams, National Guard 
(LMTVs – people movers), and Law 
Enforcement (representatives from City 
of Columbia, Richland County Sheriff, 
and SLED). Each division had from 
30 to 60 people and each operational 
period had five to six divisions per day 
plus a night operations division. 

The coordination and cooperation 
was incredible as everyone worked 
well together to tackle a very difficult 
situation quickly and effectively.  
The involvement and commitment 
up front from CFD Chief Aubrey 
Jenkins, Columbia Police Chief Skip 

Holbrook, Richland County Sheriff 
Leon Lott, and SLED Captain John 
Bishop, was instrumental in showing 
the coordinated and cooperative efforts 
in such a time of need.  The out-of-
state resources along with the National 
Guard also represented key elements in 
the success of this mission.  The quick 
response and coordinated efforts of all 
resulted in accomplishing the mission 
of searching the entire county in much 
shorter time than expected. Field 
searches were completed by Thursday, 
Oct. 8, two days ahead of schedule.  
More than 619 square miles were 
searched or assessed, approximately 460 
civilians were rescued, 2,100 civilians 
were assisted, and 8,110 homes were 
cleared in about five days.  Also, several 
dozen submerged vehicles were checked, 
and unfortunately nine bodies were 
recovered during the search operations.

I want to express my deepest gratitude 
and appreciation for our team members 
and the CFD in handling the situation; 
many were in positions they were 
not accustomed to, but performed 

SCFC IMT Works with CFD on Flood Response

Incident Commanders of the Unified Command Columbia Fire Department Chief Jamie Helms and Piedmont 
Regional Forester Mike Bozzo discuss plans with staff.

IMT
- Mike Bozzo
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exceptionally.  The training exercises and 
events we have participated in prepared 
us well for this emergency.  

I would like to commend everyone 
who participated (some were requested 
that are not on the “team,” but were 
critical components of the team and its 
success). 

SCFC IMT (continued)

IMT
- Mike Bozzo

IMT Operations Chief Jonathan Calore (Assistant Law Enforcement Chief) shows the group the divisions to cover  for 
the day.

Members of the SCFC Incident Management Team gather in front of the Columbia Fire Department ICP.(More IMT photos on the next page and the final 
tactical map from the event follows that).

IMT Logistics Chief Alpod Williams (CFD), Incident 
Commanders Mike Bozzo (Piedmont Regional Forester) 
and Jamie Helms (CFD), Plans Chief Steve Moore (IMT/
WUI Coordinator ), and Logistics Chief  Lloyd Mitchell 
(Communications Special Projects Coordinator) discuss 
matters before the briefing.

IMT GIS Specialists James Douglas ( Manchester State 
Forest Assistant Forest Director) and Scott Danskin 
(Forest Resource Analyst) hand out  Incident Action 
Plans for the day.

IMT Division Supervisor Michael McGill (Abbeville/
Greenwood/Laurens Project Forester) check on a couple 
who lives beside a washed out bridge on Congress Road 
in Richland County.
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Members of the Virginia Task Force 2 Federal Urban 
Search & Rescue Team go door to door in the Eastover 
area searching for victims and assessing damage.

IMT Division Supervisor Michael McGill (Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens Project Forester) updates maps with his team 
after they report which roads were covered.

Members of the National Guard check the map of their 
search area.

IMT Resource Unit Leader Chisolm Beckham (Southern Pine Beetle Coordinator) checks in GIS Specialist Scott Danskin 
(Forest Resource Analyst) at the Columbia Fire Department.

Anderson/Greenville/Oconee/Pickens Project Forester 
Trey Cox checks homes in Richland County.

IMT GIS Specialists James Douglas ( Manchester State 
Forest Assistant Forest Director) and Harry Blount (GIS 
Manager) put up an updated map.

SCFC IMT (continued)
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IMT GIS Specialists Harry Blount, Scott Danskin and James Douglas were able to put on a map Richland County showing clearly how it was divided up into Divisions for search and 
rescue response showing square miles assessed and cleared.
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290.9
10

Southern Richland County

Northern Richland County



November 201514

Chainsaw crew clears trees off of Highway 601 in 
Richland County.

SCFC Responds to Flood Disaster
The South Carolina Forestry 

Commission was among the many state 
agencies that responded to October’s 
flood event by sending trained emergency 
professionals to the hardest-hit areas of 
the state. 

In addition to providing the SCFC 
IMT to work with the Columbia Fire 
Department, nine two-man chainsaw 
crews worked to clear downed trees 
from dams, roads, and communication 
sites to allow access to first responders 
and gave others the capability to inspect 
dams, roads and bridges, and facilitate 
evacuations.

SCFC employees also staffed the State 
Emergency Operations Center around the 
clock for nine days and during daylight 
hours for three days. Agency leadership 
participated in twice-daily conference 
calls with Governor Haley to make sure 
state agency efforts were coordinated.

SCFC aircraft assisted Dorchester 
County to assess the extent of flooding 
and flew over the Francis Marion 
National Forest in Charleston and 
Berkeley Counties to determine damage to structures, roads, bridges, and other 
infrastructure.

Agency personnel met regularly to plan forest damage assessment, provide 
support to forest industry, and share information with affected landowners, loggers, 
and mills.

Approximately 70 employees were involved in assisting with the response and 
assessment.

Darlington/Marlboro Supervisor Shawn Feldner discusses how to get to the other 
side of the closed road with Berkeley/Upper Charleston  Forest Technician Michael 
Black.

Darlington/Marlboro Supervisor Shawn Feldner makes sure the damaged road is 
clear near the Merry Lane Pond dam.

The chainsaw crew members pictured above worked in the Forest Acres and  Wildwood areas, then cleared roads 
in lower Richland County near Eastover and Hopkins. From left to right are (back row) Berkeley/Upper Charleston/
Dorchester Project Forester Michael Broom, Berkeley /Upper Charleston Forest Technician Ricky Jones, Clarendon/
Sumter Forest Technician Eric Brown,  Dorchester/Lower Charleston Forest Technician Blake Weathers, Sand Hills 
State Forest Equipment Operator Roosevelt Seegars, Sand Hills State Forest Forest Technician Cody Watts, (front) 
Darlington/Marlboro Supervisor Shawn Feldner, and Berkeley/Upper Charleston Forest Technician Michael Black. 
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Calhoun/Oranegburg Forest Technician Eddie Polin watches the pumps at Sand Points Street and Highway 6, trying 
to get water off the roads. (Photo by Billy Rutland)

Crew Assists Orangeburg County EMD by Pumping Water
Orangeburg County EMD asked 

for assistance Oct. 17 to pump water 
off the roads at Sands Point Street and 
Highway 6 near Eutawville.  Calhoun/
Orangeburg Supervisor Billy Rutland 
and forest technicians Eddie Polin and 
Frankie Johnson responded with one 
float pump and two mini Mark pumps 
with a 2.5-inch hose to try to get the 
water off the road.

-Walt Woodrum

Santee Unit

Vehicles drive through water at Sand Points Street and Highway 6.  (Photo by Billy Rutland)

The pumps work to get water off the roads.

This home was surrounded by water. (Photo by Billy Rutland) Water lcovered Highway 6. (Photo by Billy Rutland)
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Piedmont Urban Forester Dena Whitesides sent in this 
photo of Bush River at Belfast and Spearman Road in 
Newberry County.

Piedmont Dispatcher Tracy Fulmer sent in these photos of the bridge at Cannon Creek in Pomaria before it washed away and after.

Photos From Around The State

Technology Division Director 
Jeff Baumann took this photo 
of his backyard at Rawls Creek . 
It flooded almost five feet over  
the 100-year flood line.

Lexington/Richalnd Forest Technician Jason Duck took these photos near his house at Sandy Creek in Elgin. 

Pee Dee Urban Forester Lois Edwards sent in this photo of 
the Black River  almost over  a bridge in Kingstree.

State Forester Gene Kodama forwarded  
this photo taken of kayakers on the market 
in Charleston.
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While the IMT was setting up a command post at the 
Columbia Fire Department, a nearby church offered its 
building to use for the morning briefings to hold hundreds 
of first responders. In addition to the building, members 
also provided snacks for the team.

In a letter to Senior Pastor Jim Wilkerson, Incident 
Commanders Chief Jamie Helms and Piedmont Regional 
Forester Mike Bozzo thanked the church for its support.

Dear Jim,
The Columbia Fire Department and the South Carolina 

Forestry Commission Incident Management Team (IMT) 
would like to extend our sincere thanks for the generosity 
you showed to the Joaquin Flood first responders.  Your 
thoughtfulness helped to keep the moral of our personnel 
at a high level and enhanced our ability to carry out our 
life-saving mission.

We are very grateful for your allowing us to use your 
church sanctuary.  This facility was a wonderful place 
for us to hold our morning briefings with those who were conducting rescue operations throughout Richland County.  We also 
appreciated the snacks that the ladies provided to our personnel as they left the briefings.

Neighbors helping neighbors in a time of need is what South Carolina is all about.  South Carolinians are thoughtful, generous 
and first to respond during disasters like the unprecedented Joaquin Flood that devastated so many of our communities. We come 
together to take care of one another and through your generosity you have embodied that spirit that makes our state such a great 
place to live.

Once again, we the Columbia Fire Department and the South Carolina Forestry Commission IMT thank you for your 
donations and support.

Chief Jamie Helms Michael J. Bozzo

Support for Responders During the Flood
There was an outpouring of support to first responders during and after the flood.  Churches, non-profit organizations, 

families, and individuals provided food and other items to show their appreciation, and children wrote “thank you” letters.

These letters from children were posted on the door to the Christ Church of the Carolinas for responders to see as they went to the morning briefing across from the Columbia Fire 
Department Incident Command Post.

Christ Church of  the Carolinas Lends Building for Use with Team Briefings

Members of the Christ Church of the Carolinas set up tables of snacks and fruit for 
responders outside the briefing area. 
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QDMA, Sportsman’s Warehouse Donate Gear for SCFC Hunts
With the Quality Deer Management 

Association/SCFC Military 
Appreciation Deer Hunt set for Oct. 
28-30 at Niederhof Forestry Center, 
the Forestry Commission needed to 
replace five deer stands but did not 
have the budget to do so.

Hunt sponsor and partner QDMA 
and Sportsman’s Warehouse in 
Columbia came to the rescue.

QDMA Region 5 Director Rick 
Counts contacted local QDMA 
branches and Sportsman’s Warehouse 
manager Randy Hodge for assistance. 
The Mid-Carolina branch offered to 
help with the stands and provide a new 
shooting bench made from yellow pine 
by member Alan Brock. Sportsman’s 
Warehouse agreed to sell three deer 
stands at cost to the Mid-Carolina 
branch and donate two stands to the 
Commission.

Mid-Carolina branch members Joel 
Wilson, Gene Boling and Alan Brock, 
Rick Counts, State Forester Gene 
Kodama, and Stewardship Coordinator 
Scott Phillips met at Sportsman’s 
Warehouse Oct. 15 to pick up the five 
20-foot Big Game Sky-Rise stands and 
load them onto a trailer headed for 
Niederhof. 

“We greatly appreciate our 
partnerships with the QDMA and our 
friends like Sportsman’s Warehouse 
that understand the benefits of 
supporting our military and their 
families,” Kodama said. “Partners like 
these allow the South Carolina Forestry 
Commission to show appreciation 
to our military without using state 
funding. This program would not be 
possible without such partnerships. 
Our military allows us to have the 
freedoms that we do in the United 
States and without them forestry and 
outdoor activities like hunting would 
not be possible otherwise.” 

Hodge added, “It’s an honor to 
be able to partner with such a great 

project for some well deserving 
people.”

Counts said, “QDMA branches have 
partnered with the South Carolina 
Forestry Commission for five years, 
and this partnership is continuing 
to grow every year. I look forward to 
many more years of growth between 
QDMA, the Forestry Commission, 
and our military appreciation and 
youth hunts. This is just one small 
way QDMA is able to give back to 
our military and thank them for their 
commitment to our country.”

The stands will remain at Niederhof 
during the military appreciation and 
outreach hunts held annually.

The Quality Deer Management 
Association (QDMA) is a non-profit 
wildlife conservation organization 
dedicated to ensuring the future of 
white-tailed deer, wildlife habitat 
and our hunting heritage. For more 
information visit www.qdma.org.

Whether your passion is hunting, 
fishing, camping, backpacking or 
shooting, Sportsman’s Warehouse 

has a mission to 
provide outdoor 
enthusiasts with 
quality merchandise 
in a friendly, low-key 
shopping environment. 
For more information, 
visit http://www.sportsmanswarehouse.
com.

- Scott Phillips

Stewardship

QDMA Mid-Carolina Branch members Gene Boling, Alan Brock, and Joel Wilson (in orange shirts), Sportsman’s 
Warehouse Manager Randy Hodge, SCFC Stewardship Coordinator Scott Phillips, QDMA Region 5 Director Rick 
Counts, and State Forester Gene Kodama at Sportsman’s Warehouse in Columbia to pick up the donated items.

Alan Brock, Mid-Carolina QDMA branch member, 
constructed and donated a shooting bench for the 
outreach hunts at Niederhof Forestry Center.

www.qdma.org
http://www.sportsmanswarehouse.com
http://www.sportsmanswarehouse.com
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Anderson/Greenville/Oconee/Pickens Project ForesterTrey Cox nominated John Little and the property he manages in 
Oconee County for Stewardship Recognition.  John is no stranger to the Forestry Commission, for whom he worked as 
the Project Forester in Oconee County until his retirement.  John wanted his property to be part of the Forest Stewardship 
Program and asked Trey Cox to write up a plan, which included thinning, burning, and extensive invasive species control.  

Trey, Piedmont West Unit Forester Michael Weeks, and Piedmont BMP Forester 
Jaime Jones toured John’s property in Oconee County, and it was quickly apparent 
that good forest management was active on the tract. John was having some health 
problems, which kept him from directly overseeing the practices he implemented, 

but as long as 
he had his cell 
phone, he was 
able to get things 
accomplished. We 
later visited John 
in the hospital, and 
he was thrilled to 
know that he had 
received the award. 

Stewardship
-Jaime Jones

Piedmont BMP Forester Jaime Jones, left, and Anderson/Greenville/Oconee/Pickens Project 
Forester Trey Cox present John Little, middle, his stewardship sign and birdhouse.All Stewardship Forests receive a Stewardship sign.

John Little’s Property  Recognized as Stewardship Forest

Law Enforcement Chief Tommy Mills swears 
in new Kershaw /Lee Supervisor Kristopher 
Jordan as a SCFC law enforcement officer Oct. 
13 at the Columbia Headquarters.

Jordan Sworn in as New LE Officer
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Mitchell Appointed Member of  FirstNet PSAC
Communications Special Projects 

Coordinator Lloyd Mitchell was 
recently appointed as a member of 
the FirstNet Public Safety Advisory 
Committee (PSAC). FirstNet was 
required by law to establish the PSAC. 
The PSAC consists of members 
representing all disciplines of public 
safety as well as state, territorial, tribal, 
and local governments. The mission of 
the PSAC is to assist FirstNet in carrying 
out its duties and responsibilities.

Ever since the act of war on Sept. 
11, 2001, public safety agencies have 
realized that having common channels 
or interoperability for radio networks 
is the best way to communicate during 
emergencies or day-to-day operations.

The South Carolina Forestry 
Commission has been on board with 
making our radio channels accessible to 
cooperators even before that. Now all 
agencies will have a broadband network 
that is only for public safety.

In 2012 President Obama signed 
into law the First Responder Network 
Authority (FirstNet).  FirstNet’s mission 
is to build, operate and maintain the 
first nationwide interoperable wireless 
broadband network dedicated to 
public safety.  This broadband network 
will allow police officers, firefighters, 

paramedics, and other 
public safety entities 
a network that they 
can count on during 
emergencies and to 
meet their everyday 
missions.  

Specifically, the 
PSAC offers FirstNet 

guidance, information, and subject 
matter expertise from a public safety 
perspective to ensure that user needs, 
requirements, and public safety 
operational capabilities are included in 
the network. PSAC provides subject 
matter expertise on concepts (e.g., 
policies, procedures, technologies, and 
operational methods) developed by 
FirstNet.  It advises on the creation 
of initial documents, plans, or reports 
related to the build-out, deployment, 
and operation of a nationwide public 
safety broadband network (NPSBN). 
More information can found at http://
www.firstnet.gov/about/public-safety-
advisory-committee

The Forestry Commission can 
benefit from this directly, knowing 
that first responders must have access 
to the network during incidents where 
multiple agencies converge in a small 
area. First responders must be able to 

leverage access priorities. FirstNet will 
provide priority access at all times to 
the network for public safety workers. 
When it is needed, the first responders 
will have access first. It is envisioned that 
FirstNet will also allow faster network in 
more places rurally than we have now, 
with security needed for public safety 
agencies.

Lloyd has also been working with 
many groups to ensure that the 
interests of the Forestry Commission 
and wildlife/conservation agencies are 
known at the national level. He has 
been a board member of the National 
Public Safety Telecommunications 
Council (NPSTC) for both NASF 
(National Association of State Foresters) 
and FCCA (Forestry Conservation 
Communication Association). He is a 
member of the US Dept. of Homeland 
Security’s SAFECOM group and 
has participated in the Public Safety 
Communications Research (PSCR) 
program and standards organizations on 
network requirements. 

Congratulations, Lloyd!

Lloyd Mitchell

Technology
-Jeff Baumann

Nationwide Stay of  Waters US Rule
Statement by Bob Stallman, President, American Farm Bureau Federation, 
Regarding Nationwide Stay of Waters of the U.S. Rule
 
“A federal court today ordered the EPA to stop enforcement nationwide of the Waters of the United States (WOTUS) rule. 

The American Farm Bureau Federation is pleased the Sixth Circuit recognizes that this rule has serious flaws and cannot go 
forward until the courts have had an opportunity to understand its effect on farmers, ranchers and landowners of all kinds.

“The judges expressed deep concerns over the basic legality of this rule. We’re not in the least surprised: This is the worst EPA 
order we have seen since the agency was established more than 40 years ago. The court clearly understood our arguments.

“We are confident that the courts will strike down this rule. Unfortunately, we also know stays don’t last forever, and cases 
like this almost always take years to win. So we again ask the Senate to pass legislation to nullify this rule just as the House has 
already done. Farmers and ranchers cannot afford to wait.”

A copy of the court order can be found at http://www.fb.org/tmp/uploads/15%20CV%20165%20Complaint.pdf

http://www.firstnet.gov/about/public
http://www.firstnet.gov/about/public
http://www.fb.org/tmp/uploads/15
20Complaint.pdf
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Governor Nikki Haley signed a 
proclamation designating the week 
of Oct. 19-23 South Carolina Forest 
Products Week in the Palmetto State. 
The observance took place during 
the annual national week of the same 
name and recognized the thousands of 
products that come from our forests, the 
workers who manage our forests and the 
businesses that produce the products.

Many South Carolinians may not 
realize it, but the forest products 
industry generates an $18.6 billion 
impact on the state’s economy. Forestry 
represents South Carolina’s…

•	 Number one 1 manufacturing 
sector in terms of jobs (90,320) 
and labor income ($4.5 billion)

•	 Number one export commodity 
from the Port of Charleston 
($1.5 billion)

•	 Number one harvested crop, 
totaling $759 million

Forest products come from a 
renewable and sustainable resource 
and touch our lives each and every 
day. Many forest products are easily 
recognizable, like napkins, toilet paper 
and computer paper, but some are not 
so obvious, like toothpaste made from 
cellulose gum and compounds from 
trees in medicine and shampoo. Our 
forests also provide much more than 
products as they help purify the air and 
provide 60 percent of the fresh water in 
the U.S. 

Links
Presidential Proclamation: https://

www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2015/10/16/presidential-
proclamation-national-forest-products-
week-2015

Forestry’s Impact on South 
Carolina: http://www.state.sc.us/
forest/2015impact.pdf

Haley Proclaims Oct. 19-23 SC Forest Products Week

-Doug Wood

Information

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/10/16/presidential
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/10/16/presidential
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/10/16/presidential
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/2015impact.pdf
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/2015impact.pdf
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Aiken/Barnwell Supervisor Andy Johnson presents Forest Technician Luther Googe his 10-year service 
certificate and pin Sept. 30 at the Barnwell office.

Service Awards for November
Employee’s Name  Position    Location   State Service 
Nathan Gambrell Forest Technician   Piedmont West Unit  10 Years 
Jeremy Gantt  Forest Technician   Piedmont East Unit  10 Years 
Luther Googe  Forest Technician   Edisto Unit   10 Years 
Jay Johnson  Forest Technician   Lynches River Unit  10 Years 
Terry Cook  Supervisor    Black River Unit  10 years 
Anthony Eaddy  Supervisor    Black River Unit  10 Years

Andy Rooney’s “Things I’ve Learned” 
If you will take the time to read these, I promise you’ll come away with an enlightened perspective. The subjects covered 

affect us all on a daily basis: They’re written by the late Andy Rooney (60 Minutes), a man who had the gift of saying so much 
with so few words. Enjoy...

I’ve learned.... That money doesn’t buy class.
 
I’ve learned.... That it’s those small daily happenings that make life so spectacular.
 
I’ve learned... That under everyone’s hard shell is someone who wants to be appreciated and loved.
 
I’ve learned.... That to ignore the facts does not change the facts.
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PEBA Extends Open Enrollment Period Due to Recent Flooding 
In response to the catastrophic flooding in many areas of our state, PEBA is extending the annual insurance benefits open 

enrollment period. Subscribers will have until Friday, Nov. 6, 2015, to submit open enrollment changes. Remember, the most 
efficient way to process enrollment changes is through the subscriber-based MyBenefits website. 

Any changes made during the open enrollment period will be effective Jan. 1, 2016.  These changes may affect your Jan.1, 
2016 paycheck.  Employees should verify through their banking institutions or paystubs that deductions are accurate.  Please 
contact Allison Talbot, Benefits Administrator,  (803) 896-7059, or Lynn Rivers, Human Resources Office,  (803) 896-8879, if 
you have any questions.  

Changes to Prescription Benefits Effective Jan. 1
The South Carolina Public Employee Benefit Authority (PEBA) and Express Scripts— the company awarded the contract to 

administer the State Health Plan prescription drug benefit effective Jan. 1, 2016— are working hard to make sure you get the 
medications you need conveniently and at the lowest possible cost. 

Physicians and pharmacists continually review and compare the medications on a pharmacy network’s formulary, which 
is the network’s list of preferred drugs, including new drugs and generics. As a result, some safe and effective drugs become 
“preferred” and others may become “non-preferred.” 

What are “preferred” and “non-preferred” medications? 
•	Preferred,	or	formulary,	medications	are	effective	medications	that	are	similar	to	non-preferred	medications.	This	list	

of drugs is determined based on the advice of pharmacists and a group of independent doctors. Preferred medications cost 
less than non-preferred medications. The formulary for the State Health Plan, effective January 1, 2016, is now available. 
Please note: Not all drugs on the list are covered by all prescription plans and the enclosed list might not show every 
covered drug. 
•	Non-preferred,	or	non-formulary,	medications	are	those	medications	not	on	the	State	Health	Plan’s	list	of	

recommended drugs and therefore may cost you more. 
If you currently are prescribed a drug that is not on the preferred list, we encourage you to talk with your doctor now about 

prescribing preferred drugs that are on the formulary list. Doing this can save you money, and using generic drugs may save 
you even more. If you have any questions, please call Express Scripts at (855) 612-3128. 

Express Scripts Becomes Pharmacy Benefits Manager
Effective Jan. 1, 2016, Express Scripts will be the pharmacy benefits manager for the 

State Health Plan. Express Scripts will mail new identification cards and welcome kits 
to all subscribers in December.

Human Resources
- Lynn Rivers

Time for a Free Flu Shot
Flu vaccinations are offered at no charge to all members covered under the Savings Plan or the Standard Plan.
Members may get the shot from a participating pharmacy at no charge. If a member receives the shot in a network doctor’s 

office, the flu vaccine and the administration fee will be covered. Any associated office visit charges will be processed according 
to regular plan rules. Some employers are offering flu shot clinics.

Flu vaccinations are generally recommended for everyone six months of age or older. Ideally, one should get the shot by 
October. It takes about two weeks for the vaccine to become effective. The flu season typically peaks in January.

Flu viruses spread through droplets made when infected people cough, sneeze or speak. The flu also can be spread when 
people touch a flu-infected object and then their mouth, eyes or nose. People with the flu can infect others beginning one day 
before symptoms develop and up to five to seven days after becoming sick. 

For more information about the flu, go to this website sponsored by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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Donated Leave Transfer Pool 
The agency’s Donated Leave Transfer Pool assists fellow employees who have a medical or family medical emergency or other 

hardship situation that is likely to require an employee’s absence from duty for a prolonged period of time and to result in a 
substantial loss of income to the employee because of the unavailability of paid leave.  This worthwhile program provides an 
income for a fellow worker going through an overwhelming and devastating time in his/her life. 

An employee may donate no more than one-half of the annual or sick leave he/she earns within a calendar year to the 
appropriate pool leave account. Employees who would like to donate leave should complete a Donated Leave Request form.  
These forms are located on the employee website at www.state.sc.us/forest/employee.htm or your office administrator or the 
Human Resource Office will be glad to provide a form to you.  Completed forms should be signed and dated no later than 
Dec. 31, 2015. Thank you for helping other employees in the agency by participating in this valuable program.

Upcoming Health Screenings
PEBA is providing a valuable health screening tool and a very worthwhile benefit 

free of charge in 2015 for employees. Below is a list of screenings around the state.
November 2015
Darlington Regional Screening -Location: Darlington School District’s 

Administration Building #6, 120 E. Smith Avenue in Darlington  Nov. 20, 2015 Register  at http://www.eip.sc.gov/
prevention/training/register/1313/darlington-regional-screening

December 2015
Anderson Regional Screening -Location: Anderson Community Long Term Care, located at 3215 Martin Luther King 

Jr. Blvd. in Anderson, Dec. 4, 2015 Register  at http://www.eip.sc.gov/prevention/training/register/1318/anderson-regional-
screening

Human Resources
- Lynn Rivers

Current JoB oPenIngS
JOB TITLE: Mechanic III 
OPENING DATE:  10/30/2015   AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MIN: $26,139.00 
CLOSING DATE: 11/8/2015 11:59 PM  AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MAX: $37,250.00 
LOCATION: Colleton County 
NORMAL WORK SCHEDULE: Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 
 
JOB RESPONSIBILITIES: Performs skilled routine and general maintenance to automotive and fire suppression equipment, 
such as trucks, tractors (diesel and gas powered), and miscellaneous equipment. Pulls engines and transmissions, rebuilds 
engines, replaces wheel seals, rotates tires, changes undercarriage parts on bulldozers, replaces bed boards on low boy trailers 
and other miscellaneous duties. Conducts diagnostic testing and identifies problems to determine vehicle and equipment 
malfunctions; repairs vehicles and heavy equipment in the repair shop and during service calls. Performs welding activities. 
 
MINIMUM AND ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: A high school diploma and two (2) years of work experience directly 
related to the area of employment to include automotive and equipment repair, diesel engines, heavy equipment and light 
duty vehicles. Welding experience is required. Position requires a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL). Candidate must pass 
the written CDL test before employment. CDL driving portion passed within 90 working days of employment. Mandatory 
drug test required. 
 
PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS:  Applicant has a Commercial Driver’s License, Class A. 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: Must be able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds and respond to service calls after hours and on 
weekends. Overnight travel may be required for large fire incidents in the state that require a mechanic on duty. Out of state 
travel may be required for Southeastern fire incidents. 

www.state.sc.us/forest/employee.htm
http://www.eip.sc.gov/prevention/training/register/1313/darlington
http://www.eip.sc.gov/prevention/training/register/1313/darlington
http://www.eip.sc.gov/prevention/training/register/1318/anderson
discipline.ADDITIONAL
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Current JoB oPenIngS

JOB TITLE: Forestry Technician I -Fairfield 
OPENING DATE:  10/26/2015   AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MIN: $21,484.00 
CLOSING DATE: 11/5/2015 11:59 PM  AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MAX: $22,558.00 
LOCATION: Fairfield County 
NORMAL WORK SCHEDULE: This position works a 28-day/8-hour rotating schedule. 
 
RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT: Yes RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT SPECIFICS (IF ANY): This position works 
in Fairfield County/Surrounding Area. 
 
JOB RESPONSIBILITIES: Responds to forest fire calls as required by the readiness plan. Performs forest fire duties with 
bulldozer tractor, hand tools and water handling equipment. Investigates fires to determine cause and gathers pertinent 
information to complete fire reports. Performs operator preventive maintenance on all assigned equipment and maintains 
equipment in a state of readiness; provides forestry services, such as firebreak plowing to landowners; assists with reforestation 
programs and other forestry operations. 
 
MINIMUM AND ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:  A high school diploma and experience in forest fire protection 
duties, forestry management, operation of heavy mechanized equipment, or relevant work experience. Position requires a 
commercial driver’s license (CDL). Candidate must pass the written CDL exam prior to employment. Must pass the agency’s 
physical fitness test that requires a two (2) mile walk carrying a 25 lb pack in 30 minutes. Firefighter registration with the State 
Fire Marshal’s Office, criminal records check and drug test are required. 
 
PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS:  Associate Degree in forestry, natural resources or other related discipline. 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: This position covers a multi-county work zone (Fairfield County/Surrounding Area).

JOB TITLE: Re-Advertisement Mechanic III 
OPENING DATE:  10/30/2015   AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MIN: $26,139.00 
CLOSING DATE: 11/8/2015 11:59 PM  AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MAX: $37,250.00 
LOCATION: Colleton County 
NORMAL WORK SCHEDULE: Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 
 
JOB RESPONSIBILITIES: THIS IS A RE-ADVERTISEMENT. PREVIOUS APPLICANTS NEED NOT RE-
APPLY. YOUR APPLICATION WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR THIS POSTING. Performs skilled routine and 
general maintenance to automotive and fire suppression equipment, such as trucks, tractors (diesel and gas powered), and 
miscellaneous equipment. Pulls engines and transmissions, rebuilds engines, replaces wheel seals, rotates tires, changes 
undercarriage parts on bulldozers, replaces bed boards on low boy trailers and other miscellaneous duties. Conducts diagnostic 
testing and identifies problems to determine vehicle and equipment malfunctions; repairs vehicles and heavy equipment in the 
repair shop and during service calls. Performs welding activities. 
 
MINIMUM AND ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: A high school diploma and two (2) years of work experience directly 
related to the area of employment to include automotive and equipment repair, diesel engines, heavy equipment and light 
duty vehicles. Welding experience is required. Position requires a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL). Candidate must pass 
the written CDL test before employment. CDL driving portion passed within 90 working days of employment. Mandatory 
drug test required. 
 
PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS:  Applicant has a Commercial Driver’s License, Class A. 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: Must be able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds and respond to service calls after hours and on 
weekends. Overnight travel may be required for large fire incidents in the state that require a mechanic on duty. Out of state 
travel may be required for Southeastern fire incidents. 
Applicants who previously applied for this position do not need to reapply and will be considered for this 
posting.
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JOB TITLE: Forestry Technician I -Hampton 
OPENING DATE:  10/16/2015   AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MIN: $21,484.00 
CLOSING DATE: 11/5/2015 11:59 PM  AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MAX: $22,558.00 
LOCATION: Hampton County 
NORMAL WORK SCHEDULE: This position works a 28-day/8-hour rotating schedule. 
RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT: Yes RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT SPECIFICS (IF ANY): This position works 

in Hampton County/Surrounding Area. 
 
JOB RESPONSIBILITIES: Responds to forest fire calls as required by the readiness plan. Performs forest fire duties with 
bulldozer tractor, hand tools and water handling equipment. Investigates fires to determine cause and gathers pertinent 
information to complete fire reports. Performs operator preventive maintenance on all assigned equipment and maintains 
equipment in a state of readiness; provides forestry services, such as firebreak plowing to landowners; assists with reforestation 
programs and other forestry operations. 
 
MINIMUM AND ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:  A high school diploma and experience in forest fire protection 
duties, forestry management, operation of heavy mechanized equipment, or relevant work experience. Position requires a 
commercial driver’s license (CDL). Candidate must pass the written CDL exam prior to employment. Must pass the agency’s 
physical fitness test that requires a two (2) mile walk carrying a 25 lb pack in 30 minutes. Firefighter registration with the State 
Fire Marshal’s Office, criminal records check and drug test are required. 
 
PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS:  Associate Degree in forestry, natural resources or other related discipline. 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: This position covers a multi-county work zone (Hampton County/Surrounding Area).

JOB TITLE: Forestry Technician I -Colleton 
OPENING DATE:  10/16/2015   AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MIN: $21,484.00 
CLOSING DATE: 11/5/2015 11:59 PM  AGENCY HIRING RANGE - MAX: $22,558.00 
LOCATION: Colleton County 
NORMAL WORK SCHEDULE: This position works a 28-day/8-hour rotating schedule. 
RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT: Yes RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT SPECIFICS (IF ANY): This position works 
in Colleton County/Surrounding Area. 
 
JOB RESPONSIBILITIES: Responds to forest fire calls as required by the readiness plan. Performs forest fire duties with 
bulldozer tractor, hand tools and water handling equipment. Investigates fires to determine cause and gathers pertinent 
information to complete fire reports. Performs operator preventive maintenance on all assigned equipment and maintains 
equipment in a state of readiness; provides forestry services, such as firebreak plowing to landowners; assists with reforestation 
programs and other forestry operations. 
 
MINIMUM AND ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:  A high school diploma and experience in forest fire protection 
duties, forestry management, operation of heavy mechanized equipment, or relevant work experience. Position requires a 
commercial driver’s license (CDL). Candidate must pass the written CDL exam prior to employment. Must pass the agency’s 
physical fitness test that requires a two (2) mile walk carrying a 25 lb pack in 30 minutes. Firefighter registration with the State 
Fire Marshal’s Office, criminal records check and drug test are required. 
 
PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS:  Associate Degree in forestry, natural resources or other related discipline. 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: This position covers a multi-county work zone (Colleton County/Surrounding Area).

Current JoB oPenIngS
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Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina

Fire Weather Outlook

MONTH AND YEAR TO DATE COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5 AND 10-YEAR AVERAGE

Time Period                  NOV                  JULY-NOV          FISCAL YEAR
                   Fires    Acres     Fires     Acres     Fires     Acres
5 Year Average        151    510.3         535   2,252.5     2,067  13,127.2
10 Year Average      156    514.3         599   2,450.2     2,365  15,971.2
Current FY¹                  0      0.0         294   1,588.7            294   1,588.7
¹To date for current fiscal year

Southern Area: Significant wildland 
fire potential for October is expected to 
be below normal in Florida, parts of the 
Tennessee and Mid-Mississippi Valleys, and 
most of Puerto Rico. For November, below 
normal conditions will expand to most of 
the Gulf Coast and Mid-Atlantic states 
except for Florida and southern Georgia. 
In December 2015 through January 2016, 
below normal fire potential is expected 
across all the Gulf Coast and Mid-Atlantic 
states.

High amounts and long duration rain 
fall the last week of September occurred 
across the main areas in the South (central 
Texas, Southern Mississippi Valley, and 
the North Carolina Mountains) that have 
been in a longer term precipitation deficit. 
Two to six inches of rain fall over western 
North Carolina, helping to ease the dryness 
and improve moisture levels with leaf drop 
transition period currently just beginning. 
While soil moistures and stream flow in areas of central and eastern Texas are still below average, conditions are not seen as 
dire—especially given the humidity and precipitation outlook for October.

The current El Niño episode is expected to transition the Southern Area to a wetter pattern during the outlook period with 
the southern half of the Area seeing the highest rain activity. No doubt there are areas that will trend drier at times but overall 
expected higher humidity levels will mitigate any increase in fire risks. The only area of the South where there could be some 
higher risks during the leaf drop period would be the Ohio and Tennessee Valley Areas and perhaps the windward northern 
Appalachian Mountain region during the November time frame. Outside of this, the only area expected to have some fire 
threat is the Arkansas-Texas-Louisiana region during October. A drier precipitation pattern currently affecting the southern 
coast of Puerto Rico will likely persist through October.

Fire activity for the last 30 days remains well below average with the number of fires consistently at or near the bottom of the 
light category (<25 fires/day). This is not expected to change with risk decreasing as the wetter pattern evolves. The highest risk 
potential in the Southern Area appears to remain in the area of central Texas during October. Recent heavy rainfall will help to 
significantly reduce fire potential across the central Texas coast.
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Photo of the Week

Come closer and see, See into the trees,   
Find the girl, If you can

Come closer and see, See into the dark
Just follow your eyes

Song: “A Forest”
Artist: The Cure

Album: Seventeen Seconds, 1980

Listen:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BL_nrQxU-wE

Can you think of a song with 
tree- or forestry-related lyrics? 
Let us know, and we’ll share it 
with everyone.

Anderson/Greenville/Oconee/Pickens Project Forest Trey Cox sent in this 
photo he took in Virginia of a sycamore tree growing through the roof at 
Cooper’s Store just outside of Lynchburg, Va. If you look carefully you will see 
that the trunk is exposed in the entrance area and not actually inside the 
store.

Fun neWS

Please send in your 
photos to Michelle 
Johnson at mjohnson@
scfc.gov.

Quote of the Month

The way I see it, if you 
want the rainbow, you 
gotta put up with the 
rain. 

Dolly Parton

Anyone want a seafood dinner?   
When Pee Dee Communications 
Manager Donald Bryant could finally 
get to the Andrews Repeater he found 
shrimp washed up on the site. Now 
that is flooding!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BL_nrQxU-wE
mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov
mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov
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Fuelwood: From Firewood to Biomass

In 1932 fuelwood sits on a mule-driven carriage for use in this cotton gin in 
Orangeburg.

Fuelwood sits outside a tobacco barn in Anderson 
County in 1940.

There is a strong tradition of using wood for energy in the United States as well as globally.  Up until the mid-1800s, wood 
supplied over 90 percent of U.S. energy consumption. While wood fuel has been largely replaced with fossil fuels and nuclear 
power domestically, it still accounts for 60 percent of the total forest product consumption worldwide and wood is making a 
comeback as a renewable energy source.  The forest product industry generates 56 percent of its own energy from wood fuel 
and stand-alone wood energy plants, such as the new EDF-Renewable Energy plants in Dorchester and Allendale Counties, are 
contributing to South Carolina’s  increasing energy independence.

In 1941, fuelwood for homes was a necessity.

These men are adding fuelwood to the furnace of a 
tobacco barn in Anderson in 1940.

Wood chips will be used for fuel at Sonoco in Hartsville.

Wood pellets are fuels made from compressed organic matter, also known as biomass. 
They are becoming increasingly popular, particularly in Europe, as a sustainable fuel 
source that can be used in existing power plants.


