
December 2015 1

Wood Magic at Lynches River 
Page 5

Kodama Accepts SAF Gifford Pinchot Medal 
Page 4

December 2015

Military Appreciation Hunt 
Pages 6-7

Good day,
I hope you are all now returning from a good 
Thanksgiving holiday period that included quality 
time with your families where possible, good 
food, and opportunities to reflect on how much 
we have to be thankful for. We do not have to 
look far or think very much to realize that there 
are many others who have greater challenges to 
face than we have. I know that my family and I 
have much to be thankful for just as you do.
What I call “meeting season” continued 
in November with events to attend and 
participate in for many of us both inside 
and outside South Carolina. I had 
not attended the Society of American 
Foresters (SAF) national convention in 
a few years and had that opportunity 
this November in Louisiana. There 
were about 1,400 attendees, and it 
was an impressive event as the annual 
meeting of our national organization. 
The meeting was very well done with 
contents of interest to all. I encourage 
all of our foresters to be members of the 
SAF and to be as active as possible at the 
local chapter level on up to the national 
level. The SAF represents our profession 

here and abroad and plays a key role 
in ensuring the success, integrity, and 
viability of the profession.
The annual meeting of the SC Forestry 
Association was held the week following 
the SAF meeting. The SCFA staff and 
officers did another great job with the 
annual meeting. The Commission was 
represented at the meeting by Tom 
Patton, Scott Phillips, Doug Wood, 
Scott Danskin, Mike Ney, Calvin 
Bailey, Mike Bozzo, myself, and several 
commissioners. Scott represented the 
Commission in exemplary fashion by 
participating on a panel discussion 
about forest management, cost-sharing 
and support available to private 



December 20152

This issue’s cover features the forestlands seen from the 
Sassafras Mountain overlook looking towards South 
Carolina.

On the Cover

landowners. All of our employees in 
attendance manned our exhibit to speak 
with visitors and answer questions 
about the Commission. 
I provided an update on South Carolina 
forestry and the Forestry Commission, 
highlighting progress made in restoring 
staffing lost during the recession to 
reach 94% of the 2008 level and 
reaching 97% of the goaled number of 
manned firefighting bulldozers. By the 
end of 2016, 40% of our bulldozers 
will be replaced with enclosed cab units. 
The other big item to report was South 
Carolina forestry reaching $18.6 billion 
in statewide economic impact, which is 
93% of the 2015 goal of $20 billion. 

We also presented a suggestion for the 
next South Carolina high-level forestry 
vision, which focuses on reducing 
the decline in pulpwood-sized pine 
through increased landowner outreach 
and increased tree planting, and to 
attract the first manufacturer of cross-
laminated timber (CLT) from Southern 
pines to the Palmetto State.
Our Forestry Commission has made 
great strides since the recovery from 
the “Great Recession” and is on track 
to reach the capacity needed to fulfill 
its statutory mandates in a safe and 
efficient fashion. The agency is also 
better able to promote forestry and help 
the industry continue growing to ensure 
the health and vitality of the forests and 
the state’s economy and job numbers.
Another major Commission event 
in November was the annual State 
Advisory Board meeting wherein 
representatives from the 46 county 
forestry boards come to Columbia 
to get an update on the Commission 
and forestry issues and to prepare 
for future actions needed. About 45 
attendees were present, and new officers 
were elected for the upcoming year. 
The Advisory Board and the county 
boards are an important part of the 
Commission’s team as they are the 
“grass roots” of the forestry community, 
with close connections to local citizens 
and county legislative delegations. We 
greatly appreciate the boards’ service, 
and certificates of that service – some 
measured in decades – were presented 
to several members.

Of course, the intensity of activities 
continues into December with much 
to do administratively and in the field 
before Christmas arrives. I look forward 
to continuing to work with all of you as 
we conduct the Commission’s business, 
protect and develop the forest resource, 
and serve South Carolina’s citizens. If I 
do not see you during December, please 
have a blessed Christmas and New 
Year’s season.
All the best,

State Forester Gene Kodama pictured with his wife 
Karen after accepting the SAF Gifford Pinchot Award in 
Baton Rouge, La., Nov. 4.

State Forester Gene Kodama gives an update on 
forestry at the SC Forestry Association Meeting.

Stewardship Coordinator/Reforestation Forester Scott 
Phillips speaks on cost-sharing at the SCFA meeting.

Deputy State Forester Tom Patton with the new officers for the State Advisory Board: Chairman Mike Meetze,  Vice-
Chairman Richard Sherman, outgoing Chairman Fred Kinard, and State Forester Gene Kodama.
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Employee News

Forest Health Coordinator David Jenkins took this “selfie” 
during Wood Magic at Lynches River County Park. 
Mosquitoes were a problem during the event. There 
were over 20 mosquitoes on his face at the time.

Caught ON CAMERA

Forest Health Coordinator David Jenkins identified this 
mosquito as an Aedes mosquito, probably Aedes 
vexans. They are most common here  after floods.  
They seem to be much better than other mosquitoes at 
responding to floods and increasing their populations. 
It can transmit most of the diseases that other Aedes 
mosquitoes transmit, including dengue, yellow fever, 
West Nile virus, and equine encephalitis, but it does 
not transmit malaria. The likelihood of getting these 
diseases is low because there are few infected reservoirs 
in our area. Nonetheless, he recommends using 
repellent.

Lucas Receives Honors

PERSONNEL NEWS

Walter “Butch” James retired from his position as Forestry Warden I for Lexington 
and Richland counties in the Piedmont Region effective Nov. 20, 2015. 
Melissa Fleming will be retiring from her position as Procurement Manager with 
the Division of Administration/Procurement effective Dec. 1, 2015.
Harvey Belser will be retiring from his position as Forest Director of Manchester 
State Forest effective Dec. 31, 2015.

Protection Administrative Assistant/Agency Records Officer Judy Lucas was 
recently honored by two organizations that she has been involved with for years.  

Judy was recognized for serving on the Board of 
Directors for the Southeast Governmental Fleet 
Managers Associations at their conference held Oct. 
11-14. The Association also 
raffled off a TV, which raised 
$1,207 to help cover some of 
Judy’s medical expenses.
At the SC Public Records 
Association (SCPRA) Conference 
held Oct. 20-23 in Myrtle Beach, 
Judy was awarded the Bob Rogers 
Innovation Award. This award is 
in recognition for her innovative 
ideas, which contributed directly 
to the success and well-being of 
the SCPRA in 2015.

Judy was recognized for 
being on the board and her 
service to  the Southeast 
Governmental Fleet Managers 
Association

Judy Lucas received the Bob Rogers 
innovation Award at the SCPRA 
conference.

Mosquito Invasion

Watch Out for Mosquitoes
After all the flooding, South Carolina is seeing a plague of mosquitoes. The 
“landing rate” has reached more than 60 per minute. That’s far more than the four 
or five landings normal for this time of year. 
Tony Melton, a Clemson extension service agent who’s been helping farmers 
for 35 years, said the mosquito problem is the worst he’s ever seen. He predicts 
the problem will only worsen with time as the mosquitoes are “just breeding 
tremendously. All that water is standing in spots and fields where there’s no 
drainage for a long time.” 
SCFC Forest Health Coordinator David Jenkins says the cold weather and frost 
will slow them down and kill the adults, but most of the Aedes mosquitoes will 
survive frost/winter as eggs. As soon as it warms up and gets a little wet, they will 
be out in force again because the eggs are not laid directly in the water but in areas 
that are likely to be under water if it rains or floods. The eggs are very tolerant.

We are pleased to announce that Stephanie Meetze will 
be joining the Forestry Commission Dec. 2 as the new 
Director of Administration as Larry Moody retires.  Larry 
will continue to work with the Commission to assist with 
the transition of his duties to Stephanie until his retirement 
early in 2016.  We are excited that Stephanie is joining our 
Commission team.  Please help us in welcoming her to the 
agency.

Stephanie Meetze
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South Carolina State Forester Gene Kodama has been awarded the Society of 
American Foresters’ Gifford Pinchot Medal. SAF presented the award to Kodama at 
its national convention in Baton Rouge, La., Wednesday, Nov. 4.
One of the most esteemed forestry awards in the nation, the medal is presented 
every two years to a forestry professional in recognition of exceptional contributions 
to the administration, practice and development of forestry in North America.
“Thank you for this outstanding award in honor of Gifford Pinchot, America’s 
first forester and the father of the conservation movement in North America,” 
Kodama said in his acceptance speech. “He and President Theodore Roosevelt 
are credited with establishing the U.S. Forest Service, and he founded our own 
Society of American Foresters. We owe much to him and those like him who were 
instrumental in founding our country and the institutions and organizations that 
have helped make it the greatest nation on Earth. This is truly a humbling moment 
for me. I also thank our National SAF leadership and the South Carolina SAF that 
nominated me and the many forestry leaders that sent in letters of support for the 
nomination.”
Nominees for the Gifford Pinchot Medal must have demonstrated exemplary 
actions that further the field of forestry by making an indelible mark on the 
profession and being a person of action.
“I would like to give credit for everything that I have and done to God, my family, 
and our country. I also want to give credit to the United States of America, the 
greatest country on Earth, that enables people to be free, to pursue whatever career 
they desire, and for people to gather and organize in any way they like, as we 
do in business and in our professional organizations like SAF and other forestry 
organizations. I want to give credit to all my past employers and my current 
employer the SC Forestry Commission, all of the employees on the Commission 
team, and its many partners. This award is what I would call a ‘Life Event.’”
Endorsements for Kodama’s nomination came from multiple state, national and 
international leaders in forestry and the forest products industry who pointed out 
a variety of contributions. Kathy Abusow, president and CEO of the Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative, wrote in her testimonial, “Gene led the South Carolina Forestry 
Commission to third-party certification of its five state forests to both the SFI 
Standard and the American Tree Farm Standard, highlighting that state forests are 
responsibly managed. By advancing the cause of forest certification, Gene has added 
to South Carolina’s reputation as a sustainability leader in the global marketplace.”
Congratulations Gene!

Kodama Awarded Prestigious Gifford Pinchot Medal

SAF Chief Executive Officer Matt Menashes, State Forester 
Gene Kodama,  and SAF President Bob Alverts.

State Forester Gene Kodama accepts SAF’s  Gifford 
Pinchot Medal.

South Carolinians Bob Franklin, South Lowcountry / Ashepoo-Combahee-Edisto (SoLoACE) Partnership Coordinator, 
Liz Bourgeois, Bookkeeper/Scaler of Kapstone Paper and Packaging Corporation, and State Forester Gene Kodama 
represented the state well by taking home SAF national awards.

In addition to State Forester Gene 
Kodama receiving the Gifford Pinchot 
Medal, two other South Carolinians 
took home awards. Bob Franklin 
was awarded the 2015 Field Forester 
Award for District 8. Bob is the South 
Lowcountry / Ashepoo-Combahee-
Edisto (SoLoACE) Partnership 
Coordinator for the Longleaf Alliance. 
Liz Bourgeois received the John A. 
Beale Memorial Award. This award 
recognizes outstanding efforts over a 
sustained period of time by an SAF 
member in the promotion of forestry 
through voluntary service to the 
Society. Liz is the Bookkeeper/Scaler 
of KapStone Paper and Packaging 
Corporation.

Other South Carolina 
Foresters Win Awards

Alliance.Liz
Alliance.Liz
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Wet Wood Magic Doesn’t Dampen 4th Graders’ Excitement

Pee Dee Regional Forester Mike Ney and Dillon/Florence 
Project Forester Chet Foyle show photos of “good” fire 
and “bad” fire to the students.

Black River Unit Forester Ron Holt explains how a feller 
buncher grabs a tree before it cuts it.

Clarendon/Sumter Project Forester Jacob Schimpf, 
Georgetown Forest Technician Brad Jones, and 
Equipment Coordinator Doug Mills run the sawmill in 
the rain. 

Coastal Stewardship Forester Vaughan Spearman and 
Forest Management Chief Russell Hubright act out a 
dream at the ‘magic’ show.

Pee Dee Stewardship Forester James Brunson and 
Piedmont Stewardship Forester Jaime Jones prepare to 
serve pizza for lunch.

Assistant Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel has 
students  play the “web of life”  game under the tent at 
the Gifts Station.

Communication and Public Information Director Doug 
Wood demonstrates how to make recycled paper.

Forest Health Coordinator David Jenkins guides a class to 
the next station.

Pee Dee Regional Forester Mike Ney performed “magic” 
by getting a fire to light in the rain.

The final Wood Magic Forest Fair of 
the year was held Nov. 4-6 at Lynches 
River County Park in Coward and was a 
huge success, as 348 fourth-graders, 20 
teachers and 57 chaperones attended the 
event. 
Despite wet conditions for most of the 
fair, students were able to visit all the 
stations set up throughout the park, 
learning about gifts of the forest, the 
difference between good fire and bad 
fire, how to make paper and how a 
sawmill works. Students also visited a 
forestry equipment station and were 
entertained with an introduction 
and magic show performed by Forest 
Management Chief Russell Hubright 
and Coastal Stewardship Forester 
Vaughan Spearman. 

A big thank you goes out to all who 
participated as an instructor, guide or 
volunteer. A total of 102 volunteers 
worked the fair, and without the help of 
volunteers, staff and the support of the 
forest industry, this program would not 
be possible.

Education

-Stephanie Kolok
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QDMA/SCFC Military Appreciation Hunt

(continued next page)

The Forestry Commission hosted a 
Military Appreciation Deer Hunt at 
Niederhof Forestry Center (NFC) 
Oct. 28-30 in partnership with the 
Quality Deer Management Association 
(QDMA). Four SC National 
Guardsmen with the Headquarters & 
Headquarters Company (HHC) 4th 
Battalion 118 and six auction winners 
from QDMA banquets participated in 
the hunt and harvested eight deer.
The hunt is held annually to show 
appreciation to U.S. military personnel 
and help the Forestry Commission 
manage the wildlife population on 
NFC. It also increases awareness of the 
Forestry Commission and its services, 
and conveys the importance of forestry 
to South Carolina.
On Thursday State Forester Gene 
Kodama and Stewardship Coordinator 
Scott Phillips presented a $1,000 check 
from QDMA on behalf of the Forestry 
Commission to James Harris with 
South Carolina National Guard to be 

used for a Family Readiness Group. 
Harris presented the Commission a 
plaque in honor of and appreciation for 
making a difference in the lives of SC 
National Guard families.
“It’s way harder on the families when 
we are deployed,” said Ben Thornton, 
Captain of the HHC 4th Battalion 118 
out of Union. “We are doing what we 
were trained to do, and they are the 
ones who have to adjust. We appreciate 
the help you are providing to our family 
readiness groups.”
After dinner Thursday, Kodama 
presented the soldiers with SCFC 
Challenge Coins and gave Ricky Price 
and his employees at Price Paving coins 
for their continued support.
QDMA Regional Director Rick 
Counts was also present for the hunt 
and gave participants hats, shirts and 
books. The Ashepoo-Combahee-Edisto 
(ACE) Basin Branch gave one-year 
QDMA memberships to the soldiers 
and provided dinner Thursday night. 
The Mid-Carolina Branch provided 
Wednesday night’s meal, and Shady 
Dale Farms provided lunch Thursday. 
Mid-Carolina and Sportsman’s 
Warehouse also donated five deer 
stands for use on NFC, and Alan Brock 
with Mid-Carolina donated a wooden 
shooting bench. 
Several employees from the Forestry 

State Forester Gene Kodama presents a check to Captain Ben Thornton representing  the SC National Guard, while 
QDMA Regional Director Rick Counts and SC National Guard ‘s State Youth Director James Harris  stand by.

First-time hunter Ben Thornton is excited to go hunting.

Hunt participants are ready to go to their stands.

Stewardship Coordinator Scott Phillips gives a safety 
briefing before drawing for stands.

Thomas Shearer sights his rifle in on the new shooting 
bench donated by QDMA’s Mid-Carolina Branch.
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Commission assisted with the event: Gene Kodama, Scott Phillips, Pete Stuckey, 
Lowell Parnell, Terrell Smith, Scotty Harrington, Tyler Greiner, Chris King, Mark 
Crosby, Kip Terry, and Russell Mixson. Without the time and effort of these 
employees, the hunt would not be successful.

Military Appreciation Hunt (continued)

Will Moore from Central was happy to harvest this 
eight-point buck.

Hunt participants had a good afternoon on Thursday, harvesting two bucks and three does.

The soldiers with HHC 4th Battalion 118  hold up their 
hunt T-shirts provided by QDMA Regional Director Rick 
Counts.

In an email sent Oct. 30 to Scott Phillips from Military Appreciation hunt participant Scott Ray 
regarding the hunt:

I just want to say thank you to you and all the people that helped put on the hunt the past couple 
of days. It was a blast. SC Forestry and QDMA really have it nailed down on how to execute 
a perfect hunting trip. Everybody that supported it was great, and we really appreciated it. The 
trip opened my eyes more on the aspects of forestry, and it makes me want to be more educated on 
the aspects of it. In a perfect world, I’d like to do woodland law enforcement and fire prevention 
all in one. I will continue to pursue that in the future. I thank God for providing me all the deer 
that I harvested the past few days and I thank ya’ll for welcoming us with open arms and giving 
us the opportunity.  If there is anything you ever need,  just wanting some help with working 
land, or would like a tag a long during forestry assessments, please let me know and I will be 
more than happy to help.  I enjoy just being in the woods and doing whatever I can.  Thank you 
again.  
Scott Ray
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Several federal, state and local agencies 
and organizations have partnered 
in a project to encourage and assist 
landowners in South Carolina to 
implement management practices to 
restore the habitat of the Northern 
Bobwhite Quail.
The goal is to restore and improve 
habitat for declining species that 
depend on grasslands and similar 
habitats. The project was made possible 
through the Environmental Quality 
Incentive Program (EQUIP), which 
provides landowners with technical and 
financial assistance to develop habitat 
for upland wildlife, threatened and 
endangered species, fish, and other 
wildlife in South Carolina.
The SC Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), South Carolina 
Forestry Commission (SCFC),  
National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF), Clemson Extension, 
U.S.D.A. Forest Service (USFS), and 
the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) have collaborated to 
implement management practices that 
benefit the Northern Bobwhite Quail 
as well as other game and non-game 
species. The group works with private 
landowners to implement practices such 

as thinning pines, prescribed burning, 
and establishing native warm-season 
grasses by offering cost share and 
technical assistance. The results have 
been phenomenal, with a 500 percent 
increase in the number of coveys 
located in the area.

Duke Energy Foundation recently presented a check to the Indian Creek Wildlife Habitat Restoration Initiative for 
its work with restoring bobwhite quail habitat. Pictured left to right are DNR Program Manager Chris Workman, 
SCFC Piedmont Stewardship Forester  Jaime Jones, Newberry Soil & Water Conservation District Coordinator 
Danielle Rowe, Duke Energy Foundation Director of Government and Community Relations Rick Jiran, DNR Small 
Game Program Director Michael Hook and NWTF Regional Wildlife Biologist Gary Peters.

Indian Creek Rewarded for Quail Habitat Restoration

Stewardship
-Jaime Jones

TREE JOKES
What type of tree fits in your hand?
A palm tree. 
 
What did the beaver say to the tree?
It’s been nice gnawing you! 
 
How do you properly identify a dogwood tree?
By the bark! 
 
Where do saplings go to learn?
Elementree school. 
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Personnel from the Piedmont West Unit 
and the North Carolina Forest Service 
held their second annual meeting 
Nov. 13 at the Huntin Camp BBQ in 
Travelers Rest.
North Carolina’s Transylvania County 
Ranger Buster Rogers and Greenville/
Pickens Supervisor Ray Cassell came 
up with the idea to have a “meet and 
greet session” involving all the agencies 
that border the state line. Last year’s 
meeting in Brevard, N.C., was very 
informative and covered topics on 
tactics, equipment, and personnel. 
This year’s meeting had a good turnout 
as well, with discussion of working 
together and getting to know each 
other.
Attending from the Forestry 
Commission were Greenville/Pickens 
Forest Technician Ronnie Patterson 
(who showed them one of the SCFC’s 
new enclosed cab dozers), Greenville/
Pickens Supervisor Ray Cassell, 
Greenville/Pickens Forest Technician 
Matt Gilstrap, Anderson/Greenville/
Oconee/Pickens Project Forester Trey 
Cox, Anderson/Oconee Supervisor 
Jarrod Brucke, and Piedmont West 
Unit Forester Michael Weeks. 
Protection Chief Darryl Jones and 

Law Enforcement Chief Tommy Mills 
came up from Columbia and discussed 
inter-agency assistance. Joining SCFC 
personnel were NC Forest Service 
District 1 personnel and Greenville 
Watershed personnel.
Everyone was already looking forward 
to next year’s meeting as they left there 
prepared for the upcoming fire season.

Interstate Meet and Greet Part II

Personnel from South Carolina and North Carolina meet at the Huntin Camp BBQ for their second annual “meet and 
greet” before fire season.

- Ray Cassell

Piedmont West

STATE EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT WEEK
When: Monday, Dec. 7 - Friday, Dec. 11, 2015
S.C. State Employees with a vaid I.D. get 10% OFF in the State Museum 
Store. Become a State Museum member and SAVE!
Call (803) 898-4937 or visit www.scmuseum.org for more information.
*Discount does not apply to clearance items.

www.scmuseum.org
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BMP Staff  Attend Road Construction Course

Environmental Program Coordinator Herb Nicholson and Coastal BMP Forester Clay Chaplin attended the KapStone 
Annual Training Session held Nov. 18.  Herb provided a BMP update, which included  Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS), 
Stormwater from Forest Roads, and SCFC Flood Response and Assessments.  Clay presented recent inadequate and 
failed BMP Sites to the KapStone foresters. 

- Clay Chaplin

Environmental

The BMP staff recently attended a two-
day course in Athens, Ga., titled “Forest 
Roads in the Piedmont and Coastal 
Plains.” Environmental Coordinator 
Herb Nicholson, Piedmont BMP 
Forester Holly Welch, Coastal BMP 
Forester Clay Chaplin and Pee Dee 
BMP Forester Eric West attended the 
course sponsored by the University of 
Georgia’s Warnell School of Forestry 
& Natural Resources. It was held at 
Flinchum’s Phoenix Meeting Center 

on the southern part of the Whitehall 
Forest. 
Ben Jackson, a professor of forestry 
at the University of Georgia, taught 
the course. The course focused 
on the planning, design, location, 
construction, stabilization, use, 
maintenance and closing of forest roads. 
Consideration was given to permanent 
and temporary roads, skid trails and 
landings. With the recent flooding that 
damaged and destroyed many forest 

roads,the knowledge gained from this 
course will help ensure these roads are 
rebuilt properly while protecting water 
quality.   

- Eric West

Environmental

Coastal Region BMP Forester  Clay Chaplin visited the 
Pre-K classes at Joseph Shanklin Elementary School in 
Beaufort Oct. 21.  The students had been learning about 
trees and the environment.  Each class had questions for 
Clay  ranging from why leaves change color in the fall to 
what are aphids.

KapStone Annual Training
Chaplin Visits Shanklin 
Elementary

Funny Puns
Stealing someone’s coffee is called mugging.
The other day I held the door open for a clown. It was a nice jester.
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Robert Jones Retirement

-Michael Weeks

Piedmont West
Friends, family, and fellow employees celebrated the career of the recently retired 
Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens Supervisor Robert Jones Oct. 24 at Westside 
Baptist Church in Greenwood.

Robert retired with over 30 years of 
service to the Forestry 
Commission and the 
citizens of South Carolina. 
Everyone enjoyed BBQ 
and a Smokey Bear cake 
while they socialized and 
told stories. Even some 
“old timers” like Mickey 
Walley, Don Robinson, 
R.J. Counts, and Jimmy 
Walters joined in the 
festivities. 
Robert will stay busy 
in his retirement as he 
already has a new job 
working with his wife 
Phyllis at the Greenwood 
Hospital System. 

Retiree Robert Jones shows off his Smokey Bear cake.

Piedmont Regional Forester Mike Bozzo  presents a service plaque from 
Governor Haley to retiree Robert Jones.

We wish 
you the best 
Robert. We will 
miss you!

Piedmont West Unit Forester Michael Weeks  presents a plaque of 
appreciation to Robert Jones for his service to the agency.

Manchester State Forest, in partnership 
with the SC Department of Natural 
Resources, has hosted three youth deer 
hunts this fall to introduce youths to 
the sport of deer hunting. All hunts 
took place on Saturday afternoons and 
allowed five children to hunt. The most 
recent hunt was Nov. 14.
Manchester has been using part of the 
old Columbia/Sumter Hunt Club area 
just south of Poinsett State Park for 
these hunts. The children have enjoyed 
the opportunity and harvested two 
bucks and a doe on the last hunt.

Hunter Johnson (pictured with Van 
Turbeville) from Andrews harvested his 
first buck on the youth hunt.

Manchester Holds Youth Deer Hunts with DNR

Participants in the Nov. 14 Youth Hunt are excited to be outdoors.
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Service Awards for December
Employee’s Name   Position   Location   State Service 
Kay Counts  Administrative Assistant  Piedmont Region  20 Years
Neal Murdaugh  Forest Technician   Edisto Unit   10 Years
Michael McGill  Project Forester   Piedmont West Unit  10 years 

Upcoming State Holidays
Christmas Eve    Thursday, Dec. 24
Christmas Day    Friday, Dec. 25
Day after Christmas (observed) Monday, Dec. 28 
New Year’s Day    Friday, Jan. 1, 2016

WHEN: Wednesday, December 9   •   12– 2  pm
WHERE: Palmetto Room   •   SCFC headquarters
COST: $ 1 1  (the event will be catered, but we’re asking as 

many people as possible to bring desserts)
RSVP: Cathy Nordeen, by  Friday,  Dec. 4
 cnordeen@scfc.gov • (803) 896-8865

Contributions for
Larry’s retirement
gift are welcome!

(remit to Cathy Nordeen)

Please join us for the SC Forestry Commission’s

& retirement celebration for Larry Moody
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Tracy Fulmer

A lot has changed at the Forestry 
Commission’s Piedmont Regional 
Office in Newberry over the last 21 
years, but one mainstay has been 
dispatcher Tracy Fulmer.
Fulmer began her career with the 
Forestry Commission at the Piedmont 

office in March of 1994. She had 
served the previous three years as a 911 
dispatcher for the Newberry Sheriff’s 
Office, but all it took was a meeting 
with former SCFC Area Forester Hodge 
Harmon to get her on board.
“To be honest I didn’t even know the 

Forestry Commission had dispatch 
because at that time there were fire 
towers,” Fulmer said. “I had been 
friends with Hodge Harmon ever since 
I was little, and he saw me out one day. 
He told me they had a position open in 
Newberry for dispatch and to come by 
the office to talk about it if I wanted to 
give it a try. I gave it a shot, and here I 
am nearly 22 years later.”
Dispatchers play an integral role 
within the Forestry Commission, 
determining a wildfire’s location when 
it is reported and notifying the nearest 
available tractor plow operator. The 
dispatcher then maintains contact with 
fire suppression and other personnel 
during the fire. Dispatchers also receive 
and process burning notifications from 
people wanting to conduct prescribed 
burns.
Born and raised in Newberry, Fulmer 
graduated from Piedmont Technical 
College in 1986 with a degree in 
criminal justice and wanted to pursue 
her lifelong dream of working in law 
enforcement. However, when that did 
not work out, she could not have been 
happier with where her career path took 
her.
“I love what I do,” she said. “If I didn’t 
like it, I wouldn’t have been here for 21 Tracy at the Piedmont Dispatch Center.
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years. This is an awesome group that we have up here, and I just love working for the 
public.”
Performing her duties as a dispatcher is not the only thing Fulmer loves about her 
job. She enjoys volunteering for the Wood Magic Forest Fair, being involved with the 
Incident Management Team (IMT) and has also passed the extended dispatch course 
D-110.
Fulmer lives in Prosperity with her husband of 22 years, Mickey, their daughter, 
Beth, 19, who is a sophomore cheerleader at Newberry College, and son, Michael, 
13. Michael plays football and baseball and was a member of the Newberry County 
Little League state championship team last spring that went on to finish third at the 
Southeast Regionals in Apopka, Fla. 
In her spare time, Fulmer is very active with the Newberry County Relay for Life as 
she is a two-time breast cancer survivor. She is also an avid sports fan, with Clemson 
being her favorite team. She loves to fish and watch NASCAR racing but says, “I do 

whatever my kids do whether it’s watching 
Beth cheer at football games, traveling to 
cheer competitions or watching Michael 
play baseball or football. My world revolves 
around them, and I wouldn’t want it any 
other way.”
One of Fulmer’s favorite sports moments 
happened Aug. 18 when she watched her 
nephew Justin Hawkins lead Chapin-Newberry to the American Legion World Series 
(ALWS) title in Shelby, N.C. Chapin-Newberry became the first South Carolina team 
to win the championship in 79 years. Hawkins, who has signed to play baseball at 
Clemson, was named tournament MVP after hitting .368 with five home runs and 12 
RBIs in regional and ALWS play.
“Our family is really, really tight-knit, and I’ve always gone to watch him play ball no 
matter where he was at,” Fulmer said. “He doesn’t let stuff go to his head. He’s very 
humble. His ultimate goal is to play for the 
Atlanta Braves. I’m very, very proud of him 
in whatever he does.”If it was not already 
evident to her friends and coworkers, it is 
easy to see that Fulmer takes a lot of pride 

in her family and work. She can be reached 
at tfulmer@scfc.gov. 

Mickey, Tracy, Michael, and Beth Fulmer enjoy a day at the beach.

Tracy is a two-time cancer survivor.

Tracy enjoyed watching her nephew, Justin Hawkins, 
win the American Legion World Series for South 
Carolina.

Beth and Tracy Fulmer enjoy ball games at Newberry 
College.

mailto:TFulmer@scfc.gov
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Upcoming Health Screenings
PEBA is providing a valuable health screening tool and a very worthwhile benefit free of charge in 2015 for employees.
Below is a list of screenings around the state.

December 2015
Anderson Regional Screening -Location: Anderson Community Long Term Care, located at 3215 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. in Anderson, Dec. 4, 2015 Register  at http://www.eip.sc.gov/prevention/training/register/1318/anderson-regional-
screening

Pharmacy Benefits Manager Change Effective January 1, 2016
The South Carolina Public Employee Benefit Authority (PEBA) contracts with a pharmacy benefits manager to administer 
the prescription drug program for the State Health Plan. PEBA is transitioning from Catamaran to Express Scripts as the 
pharmacy benefits manager. PEBA’s contract with Catamaran will end on December 31, 2015, and PEBA’s contract with 
Express Scripts will begin on January 1, 2016. Throughout this transition, members will maintain prescription drug coverage. 
As a result of this vendor change, members may receive communication from Catamaran and Express Scripts. All members 
will receive welcome packets and new prescription drug ID cards from Express Scripts prior to January 1, 2016.
Members who are enrolled in the State Health Plan Medicare Prescription Drug Program will receive multiple letters from 
both Catamaran and Express Scripts. These letters are required communications by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, and members should not be alarmed. Medicare Prescription Drug Program members will automatically be 
unenrolled from the Catamaran program and enrolled in the Express Scripts program without losing coverage.

Human Resources
- Lynn Rivers

Employee Benefits Reminder
Any changes made during the open enrollment period will be effective Jan. 1, 
2016.  These changes may affect your Jan. 1, 2016 paycheck. Employees should 
verify through their banking institutions or paystubs that deductions are accurate. 
Please contact Allison Talbot, Benefits Administrator,  (803) 896-7059, or Lynn 
Rivers, Human Resources Office,  (803) 896-8879, if you have any questions.    

Time for a Free Flu Shot
Flu vaccinations are offered at no charge to all members covered under the Savings Plan or the Standard Plan.
Members may get the shot from a participating pharmacy at no charge. If a member receives the shot in a network doctor’s 
office, the flu vaccine and the administration fee will be covered. Any associated office visit charges will be processed according 
to regular plan rules. Some employers are offering flu shot clinics.
Flu vaccinations are generally recommended for everyone six months of age or older. Ideally, one should get the shot by 
October. It takes about two weeks for the vaccine to become effective. The flu season typically peaks in January.
Flu viruses spread through droplets made when infected people cough, sneeze or speak. The flu also can be spread when people 
touch a flu-infected object and then their mouth, eyes or nose. People with the flu can infect others beginning one day before 
symptoms develop and up to five to seven days after becoming sick. 
For more information about the flu, go to this website sponsored by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

http://www.eip.sc.gov/prevention/training/register/1318/anderson
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Donated Leave Transfer Pool 
The agency’s Donated Leave Transfer Pool assists fellow employees who have a medical or family medical emergency or other 
hardship situation that is likely to require an employee’s absence from duty for a prolonged period of time and to result in a 
substantial loss of income to the employee because of the unavailability of paid leave.  This worthwhile program provides an 
income for a fellow worker going through an overwhelming and devastating time in his/her life. 
An employee may donate no more than one-half of the annual or sick leave he/she earns within a calendar year to the 
appropriate pool leave account.   Employees who would like to donate leave should complete a 
Donated Leave Request form.  These forms are located on the employee website at www.state.
sc.us/forest/employee.htm or your office administrator or the Human Resource Office 
will be glad to provide a form to you.  Completed forms should be signed and dated 
no later than Dec. 31, 2015.  
Thank you for helping other employees in the agency by participating in this valuable program.

Human Resources
- Lynn Rivers

Andy Rooney’s “Things I’ve Learned” 
If you will take the time to read these. I promise you’ll come away with an enlightened perspective. The subjects covered affect 
us all on a daily basis. They’re written by the late Andy Rooney (60 Minutes), a man who had the gift of saying so much with 
so few words. Enjoy...
I’ve learned.... That when you plan to get even with someone, you are only letting that person continue to hurt you.
I’ve learned.... That love, not time, heals all wounds.
I’ve learned.... That the easiest way for me to grow as a person is to surround myself with people smarter than I am.

Real vs. Artificial Christmas Trees: An Environmental Perspective
from Dovetail News
Each year during the holiday season people begin decorating and buying gifts. For those that celebrate 
Christmas, an important decision is choosing a tree. This includes deciding if it will be a real or artificial 
Christmas tree. How does your decision impact the environment? Cost, convenience, and personal preference 
are all important considerations, but so too is the environmental impact.
Research has shown that locally-sourced natural trees have less environmental impact than artificial ones. An 
independent Life Cycle Analysis (LCA) study released by the Montreal firm Elliposos determined that real trees 
have less overall impact in terms of distribution, disposal, and average carbon emissions than their artificial counterparts. The 
LCA method allows for evaluation of potential environmental impacts of a product (or service) over its entire life cycle and 
takes raw material processing, manufacturing, transportation, distribution, use, reuse, recycling and disposal impacts into 
consideration.
When it comes to artificial trees, the key to achieving environmental gains lies in the amount of time they are kept and reused. 
Average households replace an artificial tree about every six years.  Evidence shows that, in general, artificial trees need to be 
reused for at least 20 years if they are to compare favorably with natural trees. 
“It makes sense to choose the tradition that suits your needs while also considering the best environmental practices,” says 
Kathryn Fernholz, Executive Director of Dovetail Partners, a Minneapolis-based environmental think tank. “If you choose 
a real tree, you can get to know your local grower and recycle your tree at the end of the holiday season. If you choose an 
artificial tree, make sure to reuse it for as many years as possible.  Whichever route you go, your goal can be to pass the 
tradition of selecting a tree - or even the tree itself - down to the next generation!” 

http://www.dovetailinc.org/news/Real+vs.+Artificial+Christmas+Trees+-+An+Environmental+Perspective_n707?prefix=%2Fnews&utm_source=The+Outlook%2C+Nov
ember+2015&utm_campaign=Nov%2715+Outlook&utm_medium=email2015/dovetailrowscsurvey1015.pdf

www.state.sc.us/forest/employee.htm
www.state.sc.us/forest/employee.htm
http://www.dovetailinc.org/news/Real
dovetailrowscsurvey1015.pdf
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Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina

Fire Weather Outlook

MONTH AND YEAR TO DATE COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5 AND 10-YEAR AVERAGE
Time Period                NOV                 JULY-NOV          FISCAL YEAR
                   Fires    Acres      Fires     Acres     Fires     Acres
5 Year Average      151    510.3        535   2,252.5     2,067  13,127.2
10 Year Average    156    514.3        599   2,450.2     2,365  15,971.2
Current FY¹                5*    18.7*       299   1,607.4           299   1,607.4
¹To date for current fiscal year
*New record low for Month of November

December
- No areas of above normal significant fire 
potential will remain in the U.S.
- Portions of the Southeastern U.S., 
Hawaiian Islands and Puerto Rico will 
continue to see below normal potential.
- Normal conditions are expected 
elsewhere.
January through February 2016
- Portions of the Southeastern U.S, and 
Puerto Rico will continue to see below 
normal potential.

Southern Area: Significant wildland fire 
potential is expected to be below normal 
in Florida, parts of the Tennessee and 
Mid-Mississippi Valleys, and most of 
Puerto Rico. Below normal conditions 
will expand to most of the Gulf Coast 
and Mid-Atlantic states except for Florida 
and southern Georgia. The northwestern 
corner of Puerto Rico will also be below normal. In December 2015 through January 2016, below normal fire potential is 
expected across all the Gulf Coast and Mid-Atlantic states.
Several long duration and moderate to heavy rain events since mid-October have dramatically reduced drought in areas that 
have been primary fire and moisture concerns recently, including Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana. This wetter and 
higher frequency rain producing pattern is typical of a strong El Niño and confidence is high that the current and peaking 
El Niño episode will continue to produce a progressively higher frequency of moderate to locally heavy storms. A trend of 
increasing rain and eventually winter mixed precipitation events is anticipated for the Southern Area through the outlook 
period. Leaf drop and the typical potential for dry fuel ignition of this litter will benefit from the storms as rain will dampen 
the fallen leaves through this fall fire season by reducing ignition and spread potential.
Trends suggest a potential for some dryness to creep back into the Oklahoma, Texas, and Arkansas area in February but at this 
time the colder-than-normal winter temperatures and the prospect for higher snow fall risks are seen to significantly lower the 
potential ignition threat from just this dryness parameter.
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Photos of the Week

When the autumn wind blows,  They’re already gone
 They flutter to the ground,  Cause they can’t hang on
 There’s nothing in the world That I ain’t seen
 I greet all the new ones that are coming in green

Song: “Last Leaf”
Artist: Tom Waits

Album: Bad as Me (2011)

Listen:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-uEjO9zfbc

Can you think of a song with 
tree- or forestry-related lyrics? 
Let us know, and we’ll share it 
with everyone.

State Forester Gene Kodama saw this Chinese mantis, Tenodera sinensis, around his home near 
Summerville. According to Forest Health Coordinator David Jenkins, it is our largest mantis.

Fun nEWS

Please send in your 
photos to Michelle 
Johnson at mjohnson@
scfc.gov.

Forest Health 
Coordinator David 
Jenkins shared this 
Carolina mantis, 
Stagmomantis 
Carolina that he 
found at the I & D Lab 
in Columbia.

Quote of the Month

The reason we struggle 
with insecurity is because 
we compare our behind-
the-scenes with everyone 
else’s highlight reel. 

Pastor Steven Furtick

Clarendon/Sumter Project Forester Jacob Schimpf cut 
out this Smokey Bear jack-0-lantern and shared it at 
the Sumter Office. Great job Jacob!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-uEjO9zfbc
mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov
mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov
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Manchester State Forest Shop Area

Two horses pulling a wagon are hitched at the blacksmith shop (on the left) in 1951. The 
building in the middle was an outdoor rest room that was removed a few years ago.  The old 
shop had an office upstairs and downstairs

Here is a photo of the MSF shop and shed in 1939. The water tower was a gravity fed 
system. 

The current MSF maintenance shop was built in 2004-05. 
The blacksmith shop and woodworking building today are used for 
storage

The woodworking shop, pump house, and equipment shed today are 
used for storing equipment and tools. The brown building in the far 
background is a welding shop.

Like other state forests, Manchester State Forest (MSF) has a shop area to store and repair equipment for use on the forest. 
Most of the original buildings were built in the 1930s during the CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps) days and are still used 
today. Only the water tower and outdoor rest room were removed.
A large equipment shed built around 1997-98, but it was destroyed 
by a strong summer storm, possibly a tornado, just a few months 
after completion.  The whole building was lifted from the ground 
and fell on all of the equipment that was under it.
A new shop was constructed in 2004-05 to meet the growing 
needs of forest operations. Today, the shops and sheds house fire 
suppression equipment, road and trail maintenance equipment, 
and farm equipment used to plant wildlife fields.


