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Our Regional Urban Foresters engage 
with communities based on their needs 
and interests in growing their urban 
forests, and our goal is to help them 
build more capacity for managing and 
caring for their trees. One way we 
motivate communities is by inspiring 
them to celebrate Arbor Day. In the Tree 
City USA program, celebrating Arbor 
Day is a requirement, as it provides 
the opportunity to educate people and 
increase awareness of the benefits of 
actively managing the trees in their 
cities.

Arbor Day is many times celebrated 
in an hour-long awards ceremony, 
along with a few speakers, music and a 
tree planting. Sometimes it is observed 
by giving away trees to community 
members, and the ceremony can be 
unique to the community whether 
memorializing a community leader that 

has passed on or giving out trees as part 
of a larger festival. 

South Carolina celebrates Arbor Day 
on the first Friday in December. What 
is this holiday, and why do we celebrate 
Arbor Day?

J. Sterling Morton celebrated the first 
Arbor Day in the Nebraska Territory in 
April of 1872 as a way to encourage the 
planting of trees in an otherwise barren 
environment. Morton grew up in NY 
surrounded by a lush treed landscape. 
Looking at the otherwise barren 
Nebraska landscape, he deeply longed to 
see abundant tree cover once again. This 
was not only due to the inherent beauty 
of trees in the landscape, but because of 
practical materials made every day from 
trees.

Why were there so few trees in 
Nebraska? Frequent prairie fires limited 
tree cover to areas near streams and 
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In this issue of Tree Country, I want to highlight 
how and why our urban foresters celebrate Arbor 
Day with our communities. Arbor Day is a day set 
aside to celebrate all the reasons we value trees in our 
communities, and we take the time to acknowledge the 
work done to establish trees in our neighborhoods.
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The cover photo features the skyline of  downtown 
Columbia taken with one of the agency drones.

Recent national data show urban and 
suburban tree canopy cover is trending 
downwards at a rate of about 175,000 
acres per year, approximately 36 million 
trees annually.  As these trees are lost, 
so are the benefits they provide, an 
economic loss of $96 million per year.

Arbor Day is a day we set aside to 
celebrate trees and plant for future 
generations. As Thomas Fuller said, “He 
that plants a tree loves others beside 
himself.” Each state has their own date 
for celebrating Arbor Day based on the 
best times to plant trees. National Arbor 
Day is the last Friday in April.

See if you can find the hidden dozer 
located somewhere in this issue of 
Tree Country. (It will be smaller that 
the one to the left and NO, it isn’t 
the one in the header of the Safety 
Message.)

rivers; settlers quickly exhausted these 
resources for housing and fuel. Morton 
encouraged the people of the Nebraska 
Territory to plant trees for several 
purposes: windbreaks for erosion, fuel, 
houses and stores and of course shade. 

Settlers in the Western Territories 
had adapted to building homes out of 
prairie sod due to the scarcity of trees 
and the resulting shortage of building 
materials. Building a sod house was a 
less expensive and quicker way to build 
homes. However, sod houses were 
vulnerable to rain and were overall an 
unstable housing alternative. It was easy 
for the settlers to see the reasoning for 
planting trees to gain the raw materials 
necessary for building houses out of 
wood.

Morton used his various roles in 
leadership as a newspaper editor and 
as Secretary of the Nebraska Territory 
to advocate and organize tree plantings 
in the state. Later, Morton became the 
Secretary of Agriculture for the United 
States and continued to advocate for 
tree planting across the nation.

The City of Conway observed Arbor Day along Laurel Street in  October. Members of City Council, city staff and the Azalea Garden Club helped plant a Japanese Blueberry Tree. The 
city recognizes and continues to invest in the many benefits that trees add to the community.

Coastal Urban Forester Cara Specht speaks at 
Summerville’s Arbor Day Program Dec. 3. The city is also 
celebrating its 40th year as a Tree City USA.(below)Cara 
helped plant a live oak.

Urban Forestry Coordinator Frances Waite, Summerville 
Planning Commission member Elaine Segelken, Captain 
Jerry Hupp, and Trees SC board member Danny Burbage 
help with Summerville’s tree giveaway as part of their 
Arbor Day celebration Dec. 3.

(more Arbor Day photos on the following pages)
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Camden Holds Arbor Day Celebration
The City of Camden held its Arbor Day celebration Nov. 5 with a proclamation by Mayor Alfred Mae Drakeford. 

Camden Urban Forester Liz Gilland organized the event and planted a Liberty Tree, a tulip poplar, on the grounds of the 
Revolutionary War Visitor Center. Pee Dee Urban Forester Lois Edwards told the attendees about the history of Arbor Day. 

Pee Dee Urban Forester Lois Edwards shares the history of Arbor Day. Continental soldiers from Southern Campaign 1780 celebrated the event with a 
cannon salute.

Camden Urban Forester/former SCFC employee Liz Gilland and Pee Dee Urban Forester 
Lois Edwards pose with the Liberty Tree, Liberty flag and Tree City USA flag after the 
ceremony.

Participants in the program pose with Senator Penry Gustafson, Continental soldiers 
and the Liberty Tree. 

Sumter Celebrates Arbor Day and Receives Heritage Tree Award

A TIME TO 
CELEBRATE TREES!

Pee Dee Urban Forester Lois Edwards talks about the 
China Fir at Swan Lake, which received the Heritage Tree 
Award.

Sumter employees  plant a Kousa dogwood at Swan 
Lake to celebrate Arbor Day.

From left to right, TreesSC’s Danny Jones, Camden Urban 
Forester Liz Gilland, Sumter Horticulturist and Golden 
Acorn Award winner Brock Daniel and SCFC Pee Dee 
Urban Forester Edwards stand in front of the Heritage 
Tree.

The City of Sumter celebrated Arbor Day Dec. 3 by holding a ceremony and 
planting a Kousa dogwood at Swan Lake Iris Gardens. A China fir at Swan Lake 
also received the Heritage Tree Award and Sumter’s Horticulturist Brock McDaniel 
received the Golden Acorn Award from TreesSC.

Pee Dee Urban Forester Lois Edwards was on hand to recognize the city as a 
Tree City USA, to celebrate Arbor Day and explain why the China fir received 
the Heritage Tree Award. Edwards also presented McDaniel his award, which 
recognizes professionals and volunteers for their contributions to the state’s urban 
and community forests.
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The City of Marion and the Azalea Garden Club of Marion held an Arbor Day Celebration Ceremony Dec. 3 along the 
Marion Hike and Bike Trail. Organizers planted a crape myrtle tree as part of the ceremony. Forest Management Chief Russell 
Hubright was the guest speaker.

Marion’s Arbor Day Ceremony

The city of Clinton celebrated Arbor Day with a tree planting ceremony near the old train depot downtown Dec. 3. 
Piedmont Urban Forester Dena Whitesides and Clinton’s tree committee members, called the Clinton Canopy, attended 
the event and assisted with the planting of an overcup oak. Mayor Bob McLean and other city council members and city 
leadership also attended the event.  

Clinton’s Arbor Day Celebration and Commemorative Tree Planting

Shaw Air Force Base in Sumter celebrated Arbor Day with  a tree planting ceremony Dec. 3. EQIP Burning Coordinator and 
former Urban Coordinator and National Guardsman Lowe Sharpe attended the event and spoke of the importance of trees and 
Arbor Day. Lowe also presented Shaw AFB with its Tree City USA flag and recertification. They planted a winged elm.

Shaw Air Force Base Celebrates Arbor with Tree Planting
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Proper Use of  Trigger Points
Accurate situation awareness (SA) requires a constant reassessment of conditions (existing and potential) that may impact 

the safety and effectiveness of tactics. Monitor for the 18 Watch Out Situations and establish trigger points (in the form of 
operational or environmental limits) ahead of time.

Remember, trigger points are not decision-makers but serve as predetermined cues to prompt you to re-evaluate the current 
and potential situation and its associated risks. They help you to determine and implement the proper course of action.

The following items are considerations in your planning and discussion.
• Use trigger points for preplanning. Do not wait until you are in the wrong place at the wrong time – with no time.
• Trigger points should be based on measurable factors such as:  

 · Relative Humidity (RH).
 · Winds.
 · Fire behavior.
 · Topographical boundaries.
 · Time constraints/time of day.
 · Time/distance to safety zones.
 · Loss of suppression resources.
 · Other operational considerations (e.g., firefighter fatigue, loss of lookouts or communication, weather change).

• As you approach predetermined trigger points, go through the Risk Management Process to help you decide if a change in 
tactics is required:
 ·  Identify hazards.
 · Assess hazards.
 · Develop controls and make risk decisions.
 · Implement controls.
 · Supervise and evaluate.  

• Command/leadership responsibilities when changing tactics:
 · Communicate the changes to your subordinates, as well as to adjacent forces and up the chain of command.
 · Account for all your people.
 · Make sure everyone knows and follows the new plan.

This safety message comes from the National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) Risk Management Committee’s Six 
Minutes for Safety Program. https://www.nwcg.gov/committee/6mfs

Provided by Training & Safety Manager Stephen Patterson

The 10 Standard Firefighting Orders and the 18 Watch Out 
Situations provide wildland firefighters with a set of consistent 
best practices and a series of scenarios to be mindful of 
when responding to a wildfire. (https://www.nwcg.gov/
committee/6mfs/proper-use-of-trigger-points)

https://www.nwcg.gov/committee/6mfs/proper-use-of-trigger-points
https://www.nwcg.gov/committee/6mfs/proper-use-of-trigger-points
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Please welcome the following new employees who started with the agency in October and November.

Cara Specht is the new Coastal Urban Forester. Cara started Oct. 4 and lives in Summerville 
with her husband Billy. Cara will work out of the Charleston office. She attended the State 
University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry  in Syracuse, NY. She 
was previously a member of the New York City Parks Americorps and was an FIA Forester 
with the Florida Forest Service. Cara loves to run half-marathons in her spare time and spend 
time with their dog Bugsy.

Andrew Reed is the new GIS Analyst in Columbia. He started Oct. 4 and lives in Irmo. 
Andrew was a geography major at the University of South Carolina and previously worked 
with SC DHEC, SC ORS and the Missing Maps Foundation. In his free time Andrew is an 
avid tennis player.

Morgan Childers is the new Dispatcher for the Coastal Region Dispatch Center. Morgan 
started Oct. 4 and lives in Ridgeville. She is currently enrolled at Strayer University in 
Charleston. She spent eight years in the food service industry. In her spare time Morgan likes 
to fish spend time with her one-year-old son Styles.

Luke Porter is the new FIA Forester for the Coastal Region. Luke started Nov. 2 and 
will work out of the Columbia office. Luke attended the University of South Carolina and 
received his masters degree in Forest Resources at the University of Georgia. He is familiar 
in the Columbia office, as he was a GIS intern from 2015-18. Luke also has experience as a 
wildland firefighter and consulting forester assistant. He took a job as a county forester for the 
Georgia Forestry Commission in Statesboro, then moved to Arkansas to get married and work 
for a tree service company before moving back to South Carolina. In his spare time he enjoys 
homesteading, camping and collecting flags, stamps, coins and things he finds in the woods.

Dana Austin is the new Privacy Officer for the agency. Dana started Nov. 2 and works at the 
headquarters. She lives in Columbia and has a masters degree in management and leadership 
from Webster University and a bachelors degree in criminology with a social work cognate 
from the University of South Carolina. She previously worked at the Department of Education 
in privacy, business continuity, disaster recovery and security awareness training. She loves 
spending time with her family and traveling. She also enjoys reading and playing tennis. Read 
Dan’s new regular column in Tree Country on page 10.

Hugh Newell is the new Forestry Technician I for the Dillon/Florence Sector. He started 
Nov. 17 and lives in Fork. Hugh attended Lake View High School and has been self-employed.

Brendon Williams is the new Forestry Technician I for the Georgetown Sector. Brendon 
started Nov. 17 and lives in Hemingway.  Brendon received his bachelor’s degree from Francis 
Marion University. He has been self-employed for 20 years and is a first responder with the 
volunteer fire department. He has a wife and two sons.

Blake Johnson is the new General Maintenance Technician at Sand Hills State Forest. 
He started Nov. 17 and lives in Kershaw. Blake attended Horry-Georgetown Technical 
College and has been a farm technician assisting with ground maintenance and waterfowl 
improvements. Blake enjoys outdoor activities like hunting and fishing.

Marshall Boyce is the new Forestry Technician I for the Kershaw/Lee Sector. Marshall 
started Nov. 17 and lives in Lee County. He attended Central 
Carolina Technical College and previously worked farming turkey 
and cattle. Marshall enjoys raising cattle.

Please welcome these new employees to the agency!

Andrew Reed
Cara Specht

Luke Porter

Morgan Childers

Dana Austin

Hugh Newell

Brendon Williams

Blake Johnson

Marshall Boyce

Human Resources
–Lynn Rivers

Employee News
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Human Resources
–Lynn Rivers

Remaining 2021 State Holiday Schedule

Holiday   Day Observed
Christmas Eve Friday, December 24
Christmas Day Monday, December 27
Day After Christmas Tuesday, December 28

2022 State Holiday Schedule

Holiday Day Observed
New Year’s Day Monday, January 3 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Monday, January 17 
George Washington’s Birthday / President’s Day Monday, February 21
Confederate Memorial Day Tuesday, May 10
National Memorial Day Monday, May 30
Independence Day Monday, July 4 
Labor Day Monday, September 5 
Veterans Day Friday, November 11 
Thanksgiving Day Thursday, November 24
Day after Thanksgiving Day  Friday, November 25
Christmas Eve Friday, December 23 
Christmas Day  Monday, December 26
Day after Christmas Tuesday, December 27

Retiree News
• Retired Dorchester Assistant Ranger Allen Murray passed away Oct. 5.
• Retired Liberty Hill Tower Operator Barbara Collins passed away Oct. 6. 
• Retiree Hugh Westbury passed away Oct. 19. Hugh worked with the Commission from 1951 until his retirement in 1983, 

at which time, he was the State’s Fire Chief. In recognition of his service to the state, Governor Richard Riley awarded Hugh 
the Order of the Palmetto, the highest civilian honor awarded by the Governor of South Carolina.

• Retired Forest Protection Chief Stan Clark passed away Oct. 29.
• Retired Fairfield County warden Buddy Turkett passed away Nov. 29.

Please keep their families in your thoughts and prayers.

Farewells
• Williamsburg Sector Forestry Technician I Clay Rogers resigned Oct. 6.
• Pee Dee Dispatcher Meloyne Turner resigned Oct. 29.
• Coastal Dispatcher Lacie Larrabee resigned Nov. 16.
• Clarendon/Sumter Sector FMO Donna Green retired Oct. 4 after 27 years with the Commission. See page 27 for photos of 

her retirement celebration. Congratulations, Donna! 
• Allendale/Hampton/Jasper Sector Forest Warden Charlie Boles retired Oct. 31 after 28 years with the agency. 

Congratulations, Charlie!
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Did you Know?
Oak branches are displayed on some German coins, both of the former Deutsche Mark and the 
current Euro currency.

Wildlife that consume acorns as part of their diets includes jays, pigeons, duck, pigs, bears, deer, 
squirrels and mice.

The fruit on an oak  is a nut called an acorn, born in a cup-like structure. Each acorn contains 
one seed (rarely two or three) and takes 6–24 months to mature, depending on their species.

Make Your Mental Health a Priority
It’s just as important to care for your mental health as it is your physical health. There’s nothing wrong with taking time for 

yourself or seeking professional help if you need it.

• Learn to recognize the signs of potential mental health issues. These may include extreme worry, confusion, mood swings, 
or changes in eating and sleeping habits.

• Lean on your social network when you need help.
• Focus on nurturing your body. Get plenty of exercise and sleep. Eat nutritious foods.

Sign up to receive health tips through text messaging. Call 844.284.5417 from your cellphone or text “Perks” to 735-29.  
Find more information at statesc.southcarolinablues.com.

PEBA Offers Mid-Career Retirement and Pre-Retirement Seminars 
Presentations and videos for PEBA’s retirement awareness series are available on the Be Aware and Prepare page (www.peba.

sc.gov/bap).  This includes the Retirement Starts Now mid-career seminar and the Get Set for Retirement preretirement 
seminar.  Insurance presentations and videos for members, as well as other retirement presentations and videos, are available on 
the Publications page (www.peba.sc.gov/publications).

Open Enrollment Reminders
• All benefit plan changes made during October 1-31, 2021, will take effect 

January 1, 2022.
• Increases in Optional Life coverage for you and/or your spouse may change your premium costs based 

on the coverage amount requested and the age group category the insured person falls under.
• Based on benefit choices made during open enrollment, an employee may see increases or decreases in 

his/her January 1, 2022, paycheck.  Please verify your premium deductions and contact the Human 
Resources Office if you have any questions.

For your convenience, included in this newsletter on the following page are contact numbers for 
providers.  

If you have questions or need assistance with any of this month’s newsletter topics, please contact 
me, Chetna Patel, at (803) 896-8874 or via email cpatel@scfc.gov.  Happy Holidays!

Human Resources
–Chetna Patel

Chetna Patel
Benefits Administrator 
Office:(803) 896-8874   

Fax: (803) 896-8866 
cpatel@scfc.gov

http://statesc.southcarolinablues.com
http://www.peba.sc.gov/bap
http://www.peba.sc.gov/bap
http://www.peba.sc.gov/publications
mailto:cpatel@scfc.gov
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Resources 
for Insurance 
Information

This document does not constitute a comprehensive or binding representation regarding the employee benefits offered by PEBA. The terms and conditions of insurance plans offered by PEBA are set out in 
the applicable plan documents and are subject to change. The language on this flyer does not create any contractual rights or entitlements for any person. PEBA complies with applicable Federal civil rights 
laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 
1.888.260.9430. 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 1.888.260.9430

SCPEBA 082021 | Expires 12312022
Data classification: public information

Download the mobile app to manage your health, 
dental, prescription, vision and flexible spending 
benefits on the go.

Search for My Health Toolkit.

Search for Express Scripts.

Search for EyeMed Members.

Search for ASIFlex Self Service.

PEBA
peba.sc.gov

• Find information on all benefits.
• Read the Insurance Summary and Insurance 

Benefits Guide.

Health and dental
BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina 
StateSC.SouthCarolinaBlues.com

• Learn about your coverage.
• Find a provider.
• Check status of claims.
• Access your identification card.

Prescription benefits
Express Scripts 
www.Express-Scripts.com

• Check if a drug requires prior authorization.
• Locate a network pharmacy.
• Refill and renew mail order prescriptions.
• Access your identification card.

Vision
EyeMed 
www.EyeMedvisioncare.com/pebaoe

• Learn about your coverage.
• Search for network providers.
• Set eye exam, contact lens change reminders.
• Access your identification card.

Life insurance
MetLife 
www.metlife.com/scpeba

• See your coverage information.
• Calculate your life insurance needs.

Long term disability
The Standard Insurance Company 
www.standard.com/mybenefits/southcarolina

• Estimate your disability insurance needs.
• Calculate premiums.
• Learn how to convert a policy.

MoneyPlus
ASIFlex 
www.ASIFlex.com/SCMoneyPlus

• Submit and view status of a claim.
• Submit documentation.
• View account details.
• Read secure account messages.

Health Savings Account
Central Bank 
schsa.centralbank.net

• Check balance and view account activity.
• Move funds from HSA to bank account or pay a 

bill.
• Use your debit card to pay for eligible health 

care expenses.
• Invest funds in a variety of mutual funds.
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The holiday shopping season is underway, and cybercriminals will be hard at work looking to target online shoppers. 
Holidays are a prime opportunity for cybercriminals to take advantage of shoppers through fake websites, malicious links, and 
even fake charities. Their goal is simple: get a hold of your personal and financial information to compromise your data, insert 
malicious software, steal your identity and take your money. 

• Public Wi-Fi is not secure. Save purchases in your online cart and wait until 
you’re home and on your private network to input your payment information.

• Check that the site you are shopping from uses SSL protection. Does the 
address bar have “https:” in the URL? That “s” should be required before you enter payment or 
personal information; it stands for “secure.”

• Create an email address and password just for shopping websites. Never use the same password as 
your financial accounts. You don’t know what the data protections are for the retail websites, and you 
don’t want a single breach on one retailer site to grant criminals access to all your accounts.

• It sounds too good to be true! The offer you received via email, text message, or another link may be 
a scam so be cautious and double-check. Never click the link, instead do an internet search for the 
retailer’s website to confirm the offer is real.

• It’s always a good idea to keep an eye on your financial accounts. Check your financial 
accounts regularly for any fraudulent activities.

You may be taking time off for the holidays, but cybercriminals never take a day off! 

Administration
– Dana Austin

Dana Austin
Privacy Officer

Office: (803) 896-8805
daustin@scfc.gov

mailto:daustin@scfc.gov
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Dear SC Forestry Commission family,

Tiffany and I would like to say thank you to the ones that generously gave a donation towards my daughter’s 
medical issues she is dealing with at this time.  We are truly blessed to have been shown the support and care 
for Kinsley since this all began back in May when an irregular spot on her brain was found on a MRI while 
scanning  for another issue.  There has been a lot mentioned about what this area could be, but no definite 
answer so far.  There are more tests and scans in the near future for her.  It has been very difficult road to travel 
for us as a family; to have to go on day by day knowing something is wrong and no true answer of what exactly 
the problem is.  We pray daily that the good Lord will take her hand and lead her through this journey and heal 
her.  We are seeing a very good team of doctors that are working hard for Kinsley to figure out what this area on 
her brain is and why she having seizures.

Please continue to pray for us and our family, especially our sweet daughter Kinsley. Again Thank You!!!

Beyond grateful,

The Bouknights – Wesley, Tiffany, Ella and Kinsley

Thank You Note from the Bouknights

FALL COLORS

Tree Improvement Specialist Carla Castro took this fall photo in Great Smoky Mountains National Park Oct. 23.
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Here are some comments that were provided in customer surveys or included in checks mailed to us for services from May - 
September 2021:
Cost-share Initial:

“The lady that handles the FRP cost share is extremely helpful as well as very nice.”
Cost-share Follow-up:

“I worked with Madison Graham in Newberry, and she was very helpful.” 
“Mr. Henry was very helpful with this process.”

Services:
“Brian Smith of Gray’s SC and Neal Murdaugh of Early Branch came out and cut my line and later had to come back 
when the wind got up and caused the fire to jump the line. Both of these men are skilled, sincere professionals. I was very 
impressed with their experience and courtesy.” 
“Awesome people and excellent service.”  (Landowner in McCormick County. (Firebreak Plowing)) 
“Colton Webb and his crew were very professional and did an excellent job.  Very pleased with the controlled burn!”
“Ron Clark, Forester, was very helpful.”
 “Dozer operator Roger Horton and supervisor Cody Watts did a superb job with the fire breaks.  The Forestry 
Commission is lucky to have such fine employees.”
 “Rusty Barker was very cooperative and efficient.”
  “Great job! Many thanks!” (landowner in Darlington County – firebreak plowing)

In an email to Santee Unit Forester Anneta Pritchard dated Oct. 21 regarding Dorchester/Orangeburg Sector Forestry 
Technicians Eddie Fralix and Blake Weathers assistance with putting in firebreaks for a landowner:

Eddie and Blake were awesome. They did an amazing job putting in my firebreaks. They were so thorough and patient. 
Outstanding operators! 
Charlotte Wiedenman

 

In an email to Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel dated Nov. 6 regarding PLT training:
Hello Mr. Schnabel,
I wanted to extend my appreciation for the Project Learning Tree professional development provided in Mrs. Pearson’s class. It 
was very helpful to see some of the activities modeled by my fellow teacher candidates! It really inspired me to think of ways to 
make each lesson work with whatever grade level I am going to be teaching. 
The science methods class is not a required class for my degree, but science and social studies are the disciplines that really 
help students with disabilities assign context and meaning to abstract concepts. I feel that experiential learning like the 
activities that were demonstrated in class is one of the strongest practices to support that. Combined with the lessons that have 
modifications for lower grade levels, the PLT curriculum is really something all special educators should be aware of.
Thank you and have a great weekend!
Holli Garza

In a phone message to Deputy State Forester Tom Patton regarding Forest Health Coordinator David Jenkins:
 
“I want to share with you my positive interaction with Mr. David Jenkins on two occasions. It’s a privilege for me and a 
wonderful service that we have a person of David Jenkins’ caliber working with and for the SC Forestry Commission.  On 
two separate occasions he has answered my questions, supported my needs above and beyond what I asked for and it restores 
confidence in me of humans that provide great service and have an excellent communication skill and I’m just proud to know 
that our state Forestry Commission has Mr. David Jenkins in our employment.
 Bo Wallace, Marlboro County
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In an email dated Nov. 16, Aynor Elementary School Guidance Counselor Hanna Smith thanks Horry/Marion Project 
Forester Caleb Watson, Horry Marion Sector Forestry Technician I Benjamin Jordan and Horry/Marion Sector FMO 
Brandon Craig on their participation in the school’s career fair. Caleb talked to the school children about forestry and the 
importance of trees while Benjamin brought his unit for the kids to see and also shared what it was like to fight wildfires. Caleb 
also had his engine at the event.

Hello all! 
I could not let this day go by without extending a very special thank you to each of you for donating your time and heart to 
our students today.  Their feedback about your presentations has been awesome.  I had several kids tell me that this day was 
more fun than field day!  It takes a lot to beat field day in the eyes of a child so this tells me that you all rocked it all day long!  
I hope that their excitement and enjoyment about jobs continues in the days, months, and years to come.  Who knows, your 
presentation may have helped determine a kid’s future?  

Again, thank you for spending the day this us.  I’m sure that you will hear from me again in future years! 

Kind regards,
Dr. Hanna Smith 

Former Commissioner Sam Coker Honored

Former Commissioner Sam Coker was presented a challenge coin from Commission Chair Walt McPhail and State 
Forester Scott Phillips.

Coker also received a certificate of appreciation from 
Governor McMaster.

Sam checks out the engraved wooden keepsake box.

SC Pole & Piling President Sam 
Coker, who served the agency as a 
commissioner for 12 years, ended his 
term this June.  He attended one final 
commissioners’ meeting in November, 
where State Forester Scott Phillips 
presented him a governor’s service 
certificate, a Forestry Commission 
challenge coin and certificate, and a 
hand-crafted, engraved keepsake box 
made by retiree Dean Carson. 

Sam was among the agency’s most 
active supporters during his tenure with 
the commission, attending many of the 
agency’s legislative committee hearings 
over the years to lend his support.
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Service Awards for November & December
Employee’s Name   Position    Location   State Service  
Justin Smith   Assistant Forest Director  Sand Hills State Forest  10 years

Forest Artwork
These conceptual works are by a Finnish visual artist named Antti Laitinen, who uses trees and other natural objects in his 

art. See more of his works at his website: http://anttilaitinen.com.

“Forest Square” Antti removed a 10 x 10 meter piece of forest and sorted it into its 
different materials: soil, moss, wood, pines, etc. He then rebuilt this piece of forest and 
arranged the different materials by color.

“Hole in Forest” Antti pruned a circle into the edge of a forest.

Coastal Communications Manager Mike Thomas took these photos Nov. 9 of Long Mountain in the upstate.

http://anttilaitinen.com
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The Forestry Commission has a new website!
After nearly a year of collaboration 

with the Carolinas-based web 
development firm Beam & Hinge, the 
SCFC communications staff was excited 
to unveil the agency’s new official 
website Nov. 9, reserving the initial 
launch for employees only before “going 
live” the following week.

The new web presence is the product 
of a complete makeover, in both design 
and content, that still offers the same 
helpful, information-rich experience 
for visitors while also being easier to 
navigate and locate relevant content.

Nobody who’d ever visited the 
previous Forestry Commission website 
would tell you it didn’t offer enough 
content. It was a treasure trove of 
valuable management information, 
statistical and graphic data, wildfire 
awareness and prevention material, 
public reports, maps, historical 
documents and photos, agency 
forms and other internal reference 
information.

But that was part of the problem. 
There was too much information, 
much of it duplicate, dated or 
otherwise buried, and the site had 
ballooned to nearly unmanageable 
proportions. The design of the old site 

also suffered from a lack of identity, 
as it bore no resemblance to the 
aesthetic of the agency’s other public-
facing informational, educational or 
promotional materials.

Not only is the new website sporting 
a much-needed facelift, but it also has a 
new address. Simply type scfc.gov into 
the address bar of any web browser, and 
you will be taken to the new domain, 
which now, conveniently, matches 
employee’s email addresses.

“We were so excited to share the new 
site with everybody after working with 
the vendor for such a long time,” said 
Director of Communications & Public 
Information Doug Wood. “Everything 
from the design and the content to the 
responsiveness and functionality are 
significant improvements over the site 
we’ve had for more than 20 years.”

By responsiveness, he means that 
the website is specifically engineered 
to present the best possible viewing 
experience for users, regardless of 
the device being used to access the 
site, be it a phone, tablet or desktop 
computer. “For example, if you check 
out the website on a phone and turn it 
sideways, the display also rotates with 
the phone, allowing the user to see the 

content enlarged,” Wood said.
In addition to incorporating the 

Forestry Commission’s well established 
look, feel and typography found in all of 
our public materials, the development 
included taking a mission-focused 
approach to organizing the content, 
keying in on the main functions of 
the agency. Users will immediately 
notice a slimmed-down main menu at 

http://scfc.gov
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The Forestry Commission has a new website (continued)

How the SCFC website has changed its look over the 
years.

SCFC Website History

It was decided in the summer 
of 1996 that the Forestry 
Commission needed a website 
to help educate and promote 
our services to the public. Public 
Information Coordinator Michelle 
Johnson was asked to go the 
Office of Information Resources 
(OIR) for a  half-day web class 
on basic html to learn how to 
make a website for the agency.  

A committee was formed 
to discuss what information 
needed to be available online. 
The committee consisted of 
Michelle Johnson and retirees 
Pete Spearman, Paul Watts, 
Ken Cabe, Jeff Baumann and 
Jennie Morris. Ken Cabe laid 
out the flow and information and 
Michelle created the pages.

 The Forestry Commission 
website would be hosted on 
the OIR server downtown for 
free in the beginning. The web 
files had to be emailed to OIR 
to be put online. The Forestry 
Commission’s website went 
public on February 28, 1997.  In 
the spring of 1999 the agency 
got the capability to ftp the files 
to the server instantly whenever 
they needed to be put online.

Over the years the “look” 
and basic layout of the site 
has changed and the amount 
of information available to the 
public has grown.

the top right of the screen, corralling 
all of the same, previously available 
information into five primary solos, 
which was one of the original aims of 
the redesign project. “The old site had 
become so bloated, mainly because we 
had so many entry points and options 
for people to choose from,” said Public 
Information Coordinator Michelle 
Johnson. “People will find that all of 
that great information is still there, but 
just condensed to a more user-friendly 
menu of options.”

All of the changes amount to a very 
user-friendly and -oriented experience, 
examples of which can be seen in 
the calls to action on the right side 
of most top-level pages that act as 
helpful prompts for people looking for 
information about everything from 
seedlings and prescribed burning to 
rental services and fire notification 
maps.

For a short time, the agency’s old 
website will still be available at www.
state.sc.us/forest/, but employees 
are advised to begin updating their 
bookmarks as soon as possible before 
the old site is permanently removed.

Wood said he is encouraged by the 
positive reviews so far, but he’d still love 
to hear everyone’s feedback – good or 
bad – and if anybody has any questions, 
edits, needs for assistance, suggestions 
for improvement or anything else 
to offer, please just let him know by 
contacting him at dwood@scfc.gov or 
(803) 968-1576.

http://www.state.sc.us/forest/
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/
mailto:dwood@scfc.gov
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ISA Certified Arborist Exam Review Workshop

Urban Forestry
–Dena Whitesides

The Urban Forestry Program recently partnered with ISA Southern Chapter 
to offer an exam preparation workshop for the ISA Certified Arborist Exam Oct. 
5-6. The two-day workshop at Harbison State Forest was designed to support 
attainment of this professional credential among municipal and county employees 
working in public tree care across South Carolina who are currently preparing for 
the certified arborist exam.

The ISA (International Society of Arboriculture) is an international organization 
of tree care professionals working in municipal, commercial and utility urban 
forestry.  

The workshop was filled to its capacity of 18 attendees due to COVID-19 
limitations. Jimmy Walters, retired Urban Forester with the SC Forestry 
Commission and gifted teacher, served as the review course instructor and covered 
each individual chapter in the certification study guide. Jimmy is also employed by 
ISA as a facilitator for the Tree Risk Assessment Qualification (TRAQ) credential 
and travels throughout the U.S. teaching this course and administering the exam 
for the credential.

ISA events and publications also help urban foresters, city arborists and others 
working in tree management in the SC landscape expand their professional 
development with continued education and opportunities for professional 
networking. Arboriculture professionals working in South Carolina and other 
Southern states belong to the ISA Southern Chapter. Each year, ISA Southern 
Chapter also organizes a four-day annual conference which traditionally includes a 
tree climbing competition, exhibitor tradeshow and two simultaneous educational 
tracks for commercial/municipal arborists, utility arborists and tree climbing 
professionals. For more information on the ISA certified arborist credential, visit 
ISA’s website at: 

https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Types-of-Credentials/ISA-Certified-
Arborist

The Urban Program will continue to partner with ISA to promote urban forestry 
and arboriculture educational opportunities to benefit municipalities in South 
Carolina.

ISA workshop participants 
wear masks and distance 
themselves for the 2-day 
workshop at Harbison’s 
Environmental Education 
Center.

Retiree Jimmy Walters helps prepare participants for 
the arborist exam.

https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Types-of-Credentials/ISA-Certified-Arborist
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Types-of-Credentials/ISA-Certified-Arborist
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Girl Scouts Planting Shade Project

Education
–Matt Schnabel

Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel has 
mentored many Boy Scouts through their Eagle Scout service 
projects at Harbison State Forest but had never worked with 
any Girl Scouts on their service projects until this year. Girl 
Scouts Anusha Das, Samantha Hayman and Rebecca Kelley 
from Troop 785 in Irmo wanted to plant trees in the local 
community for their combined “Silver Award” service project 
and contacted Matt for assistance. 

A Silver Award service project is similar to an Eagle Scout 
service project in that it is a rank requirement in which the 
scouts initiate, plan and implement the project with guidance 
from scout leaders and mentors.  

Matt worked with the girls helping them arrange 
appropriate planting sites, choose tree species adapted to the 
sites, and find donors for trees, compost and mulch.  He and 
Assistant Environmental Education Coordinator Beth Foley 
helped the girls with the installation of the trees at the two 
sites, Irmo Elementary and Dutch Fork Elementary schools in 
Columbia. 

At Irmo Elementary, the trees will provide shade to children 
sitting on benches (built by Girl Scouts as well) to a corner of 
a field near the playground. At Dutch Fork Elementary, the 
trees will provide shade to cars in the pick-up lane and also 
reduce soil erosion on the hillside.  The project helped the 
Girl Scouts develop leadership and logistics skills and they 
also learned about the importance of trees in urban settings.   

Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel assists Girl Scouts Anusha 
Das and Samantha Hayman with selecting the proper place to plant a tree at Irmo 
Elementary School Sept. 20.

Assistant Environmental Education Coordinator Beth Foley, left,with Anusha and 
Samantha (above) after the tree was planted at Irmo Elementary Sept. 27.

Anusha and Samantha dig the hole for the tree at Irmo Elementary Sept. 22. 
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Dorchester County Touch A Truck Event

Santee Unit
–Anneta Pritchard

Dorchester /Orangeburg Sector Forestry Technician Blake Weathers’ unit was on site for the event.

Dorchester County held a “Touch 
a Truck” event Oct. 23 in St. George. 
Children and adults got the chance 
to walk around viewing and touching 
various vehicles, asking questions of 
the operators.

Dorchester /Orangeburg Sector 
FMO Thad Wimberly and Forestry 
Technician Blake Weathers attended 
the event with their type 6 engine and 
firefighting unit.

Dorchester /Orangeburg Sector FMO Thad Wimberly set 
up his Type 6 engine for the event.

Howe Springs Open House
Dillon/Florence Sector Forestry Technicians George Martin and Wesley Cain participated in Howe Springs Open House 

event Oct. 30 by bringing their equipment and some giveaway items. Other first responder groups like Florence EMS, sheriff’s 
office and the Life Flight helicopter also participated in the public event with games and fun for the children.

Black River Unit
–Wesley Cain

Dillon/Florence Sector Forestry Technicians Wesley Cain and George Martin brought a 
firefighting unit to display at the Open House event.



November/December 202120

Fall Colors

The fall colors pop on Grandfather Mountain in North Carolina Oct. 2.

All photos not specifically attributed to employees were taken by Public Information Coordinator Michelle Johnson.

Director of Administration Cathy Nordeen took these mountain view photos while on the Blue Ridge Parkway 
October 16.

Fairfield/Newberry Sector Forestry Technician Phillip 
Reddick took this photo of his muscadine vineyard, Doc’s 
Farm, in Richland County Oct. 23. In the background is a 
barn that Phillip is building by hand with red oak.

State Forester Scott Phillips took these photos (above 
and below) while in Sturbridge, Mass. for the NASF 
board meeting in October.

Piedmont Administrative Specialist Tracy Fulmer 
snapped this picture of a fire tower on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway  in October.

Tree Improvement Specialist Carla Castro took this 
photo in Great Smoky Mountains National Park Oct. 23.
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EVER WONDER...
If all the world is a stage, where does the audience sit?
What did they go back to before they invented drawing boards?
Would a fly without wings be called a walk?
Why is it that doctors call what they do practice?

Colorful trees on the Greenville Watershed Nov. 12. View from atop Sassafras Mountain Nov. 12.

The back side of Table Rock Mountain. The front of Table Rock Mountain as seen from Highway 11.

Fall Colors in the Upstate

All photos not specifically attributed to employees were taken by Public Information Coordinator Michelle Johnson.
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A Day at the Piedmont Region Office

Piedmont Regional Forester Mike Bozzo Piedmont Assistant Regional Forester Brad Bramlett Senior Administrative Assistant Melissa Bickley

Administrative Specialist Tracy Fulmer Piedmont East Unit Forester Jeff Riggin Fairfield/Newberry Project Forester Chase Folk

Lexington/Richland/Spartanburg Project Forester 
Madison Graham

Piedmont Dispatch Manager Karly Cassada Dispatcher Kathy Amick

Part-time Dispatcher Anna Gunter Part-time Dispatcher Penny Burke
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Niederhof  Hosts Military Appreciation Deer Hunt
The Forestry Commission held its first deer hunt of the 

season Oct. 27-29 at Niederhof Forestry Center. The SCFC/
NDA Military Appreciation Deer Hunt hosted eight hunters 
during the two-and-a-half day hunt. Four SC National Guard 
(SCNG) soldiers and two National Deer Association (NDA) 
auction winners and their guests had the opportunity to hunt 
on the property. Hunters were treated to viewing 166 deer 
and harvested 12 during the hunt. Also, 119 lbs. of venison 
were donated to the SCNG Family Readiness Group food 
pantry

During a break in the action, two checks were presented to 
the South Carolina National Guard Foundation. State Youth 
Director James Harris accepted the $1,000 check donated 
from the National Deer Association and $1,000 donated from 
NDA member and hunt sponsor Billy Nowlen  of Shady Dale 
Farms.

All meals for the hunt were donated by NDA branches 
around the state and the organization’s State Advisory 
Council. NDA branches provided all meals, corn for stands, 
memberships, shirts, hats and deer processing for the 
hunt. Branches making donations included Mid Carolina, 
Midlands, Foothills, Sea Island and Lowcountry.

The successful hunt was enjoyed by all. Joseph Collins, with 
the 125th Engineer Multi Roll Bridge Company, said, “This 
was one of the most fun and enjoyable times I have had in 
quite some time.” Joseph harvested an antlerless deer. Edwin 
Williams with the 12-21st Combat Engineering was born in 
South Africa. Edwin said, “This is a beautiful place, and this 
was a great hunt! You see deer everywhere. This place is well 
maintained. Coming from another culture and country, this is 
a good thing. Thank you so much!”

The hunt also had a professional chef among its 
participants, Bert Sheffield. Bert is the head chef at Sovereign 
Remedies in Asheville, NC. He recently taped episodes for 
“Chopped” and “Beating Bobby Flay” but couldn’t reveal the 
outcome. The shows will air in the coming months on the 
Food Network.

Hunt participants of the 2021 SCFC/NDA Military Appreciation Hunt Oct. 27-29.

SCNG soldier 
Jeremiah Ashley 

harvested an 
8-point buck 

and a doe.

SCNG soldier Edwin Williams harvested 
an eight-point buck and a doe on the 
hunt.

NDA auction winner Jack Sheffield 
harvested an eight-point buck and two 
does on the hunt.

Hunters Edwin Williams and Bert Sheffield enjoy a laugh while waiting to go to their 
stand.

Checks totaling $2,000 were presented to the SCNG Foundation for the Family 
Readiness Group.
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At the 2021 SCFC/NDA Military Appreciation Hunt held Oct. 27-29 at Niederhof Forestry Center, the South Carolina 
National Guard presented the Forestry Commission and the National Deer Association with an eagle statue reading “In 
recognition of exceptional service in supporting the SC National Guard and its families.” State Forester Scott Phillips accepted the 
award on behalf of the agency, and it will be displayed in the lobby at the headquarters.

SC National Guard Recognizes SCFC Support

State Forester Scott Phillips accepts the eagle statue from SCNG soldier Matt David.The statue will be placed in the lobby at headquarters.

Pee Dee Dispatch Decorates Early & Creatively
The Pee Dee Dispatchers were in a festive mood Nov. 16 and decorated the dispatch center for Christmas. They got very 

creative and practiced good recycling and creative skills by using the rollover report from Coastal to make a hanging star. 
Dispatcher Madisyn Bachelder sent in these photos showing the exceptional talent in dispatch. Nice job!

The Pee Dee Dispatch Center is decorated for Christmas with recycled reports and other traditional 
Christmas decorations.
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Poston Creates Beautiful Canoe
When Coastal Stewardship Forester 

Vaughan Spearman’s good ole green 
canoe was stolen from his yard in 2018, 
Berkeley/Upper Charleston Sector 
Forestry Technician I Nate Poston 
offered to make him a new one as a 
favor. Nate also wanted the experience 
in his boat-building hobby. 

Nate’s creation is absolutely beautiful! 
The strips are made from local cedar, 
both reclaimed and new from a local 
mill. The yoke, gunwales, stern and 
bow decks and keels are cut from local 
persimmon.

It took Nate three years to complete 
the handmade canoe, but Spearman 
says, “It was well worth the wait. It is 
simply amazing!”  Great job, Nate!

Berkeley/Upper Charleston Sector Forestry Technician I Nate Poston works on the 
wooden canoe  in his shop.

Coastal Stewardship Forester Vaughan Spearman paddles around in his new canoe.
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Coastal Firewise Field Coordinator Andy Johnson sent in these photos from his western assignment with the Southern Area Red Team in September and October. Andy was 
Ground Support Unit Leader on the 240,000-acre Monument Fire in California. There were four camps: Redding, Weaverville, Hay Fork and Willow Creek. (left) Progression of the 
Monument Fire. (middle) Trinity Mountain Range. (right) Andy was in Redding when the Fawn Fire blew up in the distance.

Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel stands on the trunk of the 
“President George Bush Tree” on Sequoia National Forest while working on the Windy 
Fire in California.

Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel took this photo of two of the 
Nebraska Job Corp crew that worked with him on the root ball of a fallen sequoia in 
Sequoia National Forest.

Western Fire Detail
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Clarendon/Sumter Sector FMO 
Donna Green retired Oct. 4 after 
27 years with the Commission. A 
retirement celebration was held Sept. 30 
in Pinewood for coworkers, retirees and 
family to celebrate Donna’s Commission 
career. Forestry Technician I Eric Brown 
hosted the event at his family clubhouse 
and cooked a delicious low country boil.

Donna was one of only six females to 
hold the title of Ranger/Fire Supervisor/
Sector FMO, serving in the position 18 
years. She previously worked at Sand 
Hills State Forest with endangered 
species.

In her retirement, Donna plans to 
continue working with her church, 
now as the full-time Church Family 
Discipleship Pastor for the Manning 
New Start Church of the Nazarene. 
Congratulations on your retirement, 
Donna. We wish you the best!

Donna Green, Sector Fire Management Officer, Retires

Coworkers and retirees came together to celebrate Donna Green’s service to our state.

Donna, with husband Bob, will now work full-time as 
the Church Family Discipleship Pastor for the Manning 
New Start Church of the Nazarene. 

Lynches River Unit Forester Kenny Robertson presented 
Donna with her service certificate.

Donna listens as the guys tell funny stories of incidents.Former employee Jay Johnson entertains everyone with 
his stories.

Current and former employees enjoy the stories.

Donna with forestry technicians from Sumter and Clarendon counties. (Left to right, Billy Green, Benjie Hayes, Jay 
McElveen, Donna, Eric Brown, Butch Lowder, Jordan Barnette, Bill Coker and Tommy Kelley.)

Retiree Roger Nesbitt, Clarendon/Sumter Sector Forestry 
Technician Is Jordan Barnette, Billy Green and Butch 
Lowder enjoy the fellowship.
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Fourteen  employees participated in S-390 held in 
Columbia Oct. 18-22 The course is designed to introduce 
fire behavior calculations by manual methods, using 
nomograms and the Fireline Handbook Appendix B: 
Fire Behavior. Students gain an understanding of the 
determinants of fire behavior though studying inputs 
(weather, slope, fuels and fuel moisture). Students 
also learn how to interpret fire behavior outputs, 
documentation processes and fire behavior briefing 
components.

S-390 Training Held in Columbia

Training
–Stephen Patterson

Protection Chief Darryl Jones discusses fuel models.

Class participants work in groups on an exercise.

Groups, above and below, discuss fire behavior.
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Tree Farm Tour in Pickens County
The South Carolina Tree Farm program held its annual Fall Field Tour at 2020 

SC Tree Farmer of the Year Guerry Burnett’s property in Pickens County Nov. 
10.  Several SCFC employees participated in this event which included awards, 
reflections, and field tour stops.  SC Tree Farm Field Tour Chair Anneta Pritchard 
worked with Mr. Burnett and SCFC Commission Chair Dr. Walt McPhail to 
organize this year’s event, which was one of the most well-attended events in recent 
history.  In addition, at Dr. McPhail’s invitation, 11 state legislators attended the 
awards ceremony.

During the awards portion, SC Tree Farm Recognition Committee Chair Russell 
Hubright, along with SC Tree Farm Committee Chair Gary Hermann, presented 
District Tree Farmers of the Year with plaques to commemorate their achievements. 
The inspectors who nominated these Tree Farmers were also recognized for the 
part they played in their success as forest landowners.  In addition, former SCFC 
forester T.J. Lyell, now with WestRock, was recognized as the 2021 George D. 
Kessler Tree Farm Inspector of the Year. During the last three years T.J. completed 
34 inspections covering over 35,000 acres!

Following the award presentations, host Guerry Burnett gave some remarks that 
he titled, “Forestry in the Foothills: History, Forest Management, and Lessons 
Learned.”  Mr. Burnett, guided by his forester Jimmy Potts, has carried out some 
innovative practices on his property including conducting a maximum edge clearcut 
and demonstrating control of hemlock wooly adelgid for a scout troop.

During the reflections portion, Forest Protection Chief Darryl Jones and 
Greenville/Pickens Sector FMO Ray Cassell recounted the chain of events that 
occurred during the Pinnacle Mountain Fire.  Representative Davey Hiott thanked 
the Forestry Commission for the professional manner in which the agency managed 
this fire, specifically mentioning the SCFC Incident Management Team and 
Incident Commander Mike Bozzo. 

After a barbeque lunch, the attendees were divided into groups and rotated 
through the field tour stops. Anderson/Greenville/Oconee/Pickens Project Forester 
Trey Cox led the tree and shrub identification stop on the tour. Several other 
employees assisted with the tour: Piedmont East Unit Forester Jeff Riggin, Forest 
Analyst Scott Danskin, Pee Dee Assistant Regional Forester James Brunson, 
Greenville/Pickens Sector Forest Technicians Jamie Smith, Matt Gilstrap and 
Ronnie Patterson. Also attending were State Forester Scott Phillips as well as 
Commissioners Eric Smith and Jesse Neville.

Commissioner Walt McPhail shares a laugh at the Tree 
Farm Tour.

Representative Davey Hiott with his handcrafted gift 
and State Forester Scott Phillips .

2020 SC Tree Farmer of the Year Guerry Burnett hosted 
the tour at his property in Pickens County.

Management
–Russell Hubright

Greenville/Pickens Sector FMO Ray Cassell answers a 
question about the Pinnacle Mountain Fire.

Protection Chief Darryl Jones explains the progression of 
the Pinnacle Mountain Fire.
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HR Assistant Allison Doherty took this photo of a full 
moon on the Lake Murray Dam  early on the morning of 
Oct. 20 while getting her steps in.

Piedmont Forestry Center (PFC) Manager Chris McCorkle snapped this beautiful picture of monarch butterflies 
feeding at PFC.

Photos From Around the State

Fairfield/Newberry Sector Forestry Technician Phillip 
Reddick snapped this photo of Brownie, his grape-
eating goat.

Environmental Program Manager Holly Welch interviews Forestry Association of South Carolina Chairman Wayne 
Steffens Oct. 25 on his property in Newberry County for the TOP Logger Update video on conservation easements.

Edisto Unit Forester 
Pete Stuckey took 

this photo of the old 
McClellanville fire 

tower while he was on 
vacation recently.

Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda Sector FMO Colton Webb 
sent in this photo of a beautiful sunrise in Cross Hill in 
Laurens County.
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More Photos from Around the State

Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens Sector FMO Dale Curry sent in this photo of a 60-acre 
natural grass burn in  Laurens county.

Piedmont West Unit Forester Michael Weeks is ready for fire season. He is stocked up 
on M&Ms, a tradition in the West Unit.

Protection Chief Darryl Jones and IMT Coordinator Leslie Woodham put the finishing 
touches on the weather station at Durbin Creek in Laurens County.

The progeny test planting season has begun. Tree Improvement staff received 
assistance flagging the field at Manchester State Forest Nov. 23-24. The flags mark 
where the seedlings will be planted to follow the progeny test design. Forest Products 
Marketing Analyst Edgar Arias, FIA Coordinator Byron Rominger, and MSF Forestry 
Technicians Ben Melton and Jonathan Owen helped Resource Development Director 
Tim Adams and Tree Improvement Specialist Carla Castro complete the flagging in two 
days. 
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Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel and Assistant 
Environmental Education Coordinator Beth Foley hosted a “Midlands Monthly 
Meet-Up” for the Environmental Education Association of SC (EEASC) Nov. 9 at 
Harbison State Forest.  These “meet-ups” provide opportunities for environmental 
educators and communicators from both formal and non-formal education settings 
to build relationships, strengthen partnerships, share resources and program updates 
and cross-pollinate their program ideas with colleagues. 

A facilitated round-robin style session allowed participants to share updates and 
announcements. Following the round robin, participants were able to celebrate 
new EEASC board members and officers. EEASC board members recently elected 
Chenille Williams, education program coordinator for the Richland County’s 
Stormwater Management Division, as the association’s new president. Chenille 
succeeds Chanda Cooper, who completed a two-year term as president and serves as 
the county’s conservation education analyst.

Following the meeting, which was held at the gazebo, Schnabel led the group on 
a forest hike. Participants learned about basic forestry measurements while viewing 
the newly installed interpretive signs along the Discovery Trail. They then hiked 
down to the recent seed tree harvest adjacent to the Crooked Pine Trail parking lot. 
Matt shared the history of HSF, current management practices of the forest and the 
importance of timber harvests for a self-sufficient forest. 

Harbison Hosts Environmental Education Association

Education
–Beth Foley

EEASC Meet-up participants enjoying a potluck style 
celebration for the new officers and board members.

Chanda Cooper (left) passing the torch to the new 
president Chenille Williams.

Environmental Education Coordinator  Matt Schnabel teaches participants about a 
board foot and it use within forestry. Matt Schnabel shows off the seed tree harvest which borders Crooked Pine Trail.
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TREE JOKES
What do you get when you cross a tree with an artificial waterway?  A root canal.

What tree produces fruit that tastes like chicken?    Poultree.

Why are leaves always involved in risky business?    Because they constantly have to go  
           out on a limb.

Why do Platanus occidentalis have to see the doctor Because they are sycamore.

THE GREEN HOLLY

“Heigh-ho the green holly! This life may be jolly,
But not for the holly, when Christmas is near!”
So sighed the tall trees, the small trees, and all trees
That scatter their leaves in the fall of the year;
Sighing, and crying, their redden leaves flying,
“Woe to the holly when Christmas is near!”
“If you would be wiser,” the oak trees advise her,
“Cast off your green leaves and your berries so red,
No birds would infest you, no people molest you,
If foliage and berries were properly shed!
‘Tis simple insanity, that, and your vanity,
Drives you to risk mutilation and death
Quite Responsible! Why not be sensible?
La! But I know I am wasting my breath!”
“My friend,” said the holly, “This not utter folly
That drives me to challenge the fate that I fear,
The birds would be lonely, they seek me not only
For Food, but for shelter; my duty is clear:
And children delight in my colors that brighten
The woodland, when winter has stolen your gold,
Ah do not derive me, my friend, do not chide me,
My place in the world I would have and would hold!”
Said he oak, “I retract my remarks, and in fact, 
I admire you the more for your courage and cheer, 
But Oh! My dear holly, ‘tis most melancholy,
The fate of the holly when Christmas is near!”
     
      -By Lilliam H. Trichel

Taken from book “Poems, Prose and Songs of Trees and 
Woodland for South Carolina”
S.C. State Commission of Forestry

Pee Dee Dispatcher Cindy Gardner sent in these photos 
of one of their trees in the dispatch center featuring 
Smokey Bear ornaments.

more than any other trees?
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We wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year! 

This year’s agency Christmas tree came from Bear Creek Christmas Tree Farm, 
LLC of Chapin. It is a Virginia Pine approximately 10’ 6” tall and has a history 
with the Forestry Commission. The Bear Creek Christmas Tree Farm bought the 
actual seedlings for their farm from Taylor Nursery years ago (pre ArborGen). It is 
pretty cool for it to grow up and come back home. 

Construction & Property Administrative Assistant Lenora Stukes assisted 
Construction & Property Manager David Owen with picking out the tree (left). 
Lenora, David, Director of Administration Cathy Nordeen, Privacy Officer Dana 
Austin  and Grounds/Maintenance Assistant Carter Cummings decorated the 
beautiful pine standing in the lobby Dec. 2.

Agency Christmas Tree Cut and Decorated

Construction & Property Administrative Assistant Lenora 
Stukes assisted Construction & Property Manager David 
Owen with picking out the tree at Bear Creek Christmas tree 
Farm.

Privacy Officer Dana Austin, Director of Administration Cathy Nordeen and Lenora 
Stukes take a break from decorating the tree to pose.
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Personnel from the Edisto Unit Office 
in Varnville put up their new agency 
sign Dec. 1. Edisto Unit Forester Pete 
Stuckey led a group of employees in the 
task at their monthly meeting.

Edisto Unit Installs New Sign

More New Agency Office Signs Going Up

Black River Unit Sign is Up

Black River Unit personnel put up 
their new sign Dec. 1 in front of the 
office in Kingstree. Georgetown Sector 
FMO Jon Thomas organized the project 
with the assistance of Dillon/Florence 
Sector FMO Josh Thompson,  Dillon/
Florence Project Forester Chet Foyle, 
Georgetown Sector Forestry Technician 
Wayne Smith and Williamsburg Sector 
Forestry Technician Clay Cooper.

Edisto Unit
–Pete Stuckey

Black River Unit
–Ron Holt

The new sign stands in front of the Kingstree office.

Dillon/Florence Sector FMO Josh Thompson holds the sign while Georgetown Sector 
FMO Jon Thomas measures and Forestry Technician Wayne Smith pours cement.

Jon Thomas makes sure the sign is level while Josh holds it steady.
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Can you find the 10 differences between the top photo and the bottom photo below?

1.      
2.      
3.      

4.      
5.      
6.       
7.      

8.      
9.      
10.       
 (Answers on last page)

Pee Dee FIA Forester Logan Bell measures a tree on a swampy FIA plot.
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MONTH AND YEAR-TO-DATE COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5 AND 10-YEAR AVERAGE
 
Time Period    OCTOBER    JULY-OCTOBER FISCAL YEAR
  Fires Acres Fires Acres Fires Acres
5 Year Average   75 261 293 1,387 1, 363 10,869 
10 Year Average   73 240 316 1,600 1,505 10,306
Current FY¹ 85 309 165 527 165 527

Time Period    NOVEMBER    JULY-NOVEMBER FISCAL YEAR
  Fires Acres Fires Acres Fires Acres
5 Year Average   76 2,457 369 3,844 1, 363 10,869 
10 Year Average   99 1,445 415 3,045 1,505 10,306
Current FY¹ 174 647 339 1,174 339 1,174
¹To date for current fiscal year

Fire Weather Outlook
Southern Area: The eastern Carolinas are forecast to have 

above normal significant fire potential through fall and into 
winter, with above normal potential possible in portions of 
eastern Virginia and farther upstate in the Carolinas this fall into 
early winter. 

Fire activity remained near to below normal across the Southern 
Area in October due to timely precipitation and areas that 
remained relatively dry, had antecedent above normal rainfall and 
soil moisture values. Additionally, limited critical fire weather 
conditions emerged over the geographic area during the month, 
which helped mitigate fire activity. The entire geographic area had 
above normal October temperatures. The eastern Carolinas, 
Florida, Lower Mississippi Valley, ArkLaTex region, and portions 
of west and south Texas observed below normal precipitation. 

Portions of Florida, Texas, the Carolinas, and southeast Georgia 
have dead fuel moisture values near to below average and have 
experienced higher evaporative demand over the last one to two months. However, recent and forecast rainfall will mitigate 
fire weather concerns at least temporarily. There are concerns regarding fuels as well above normal fuel loading in portions of 
western and central Texas and Oklahoma and fuels entering dormancy across geographic area with fall leaf drop will contribute 
to fire activity in the coming months.

The ongoing La Niña and other teleconnection patterns, long-range forecast guidance, and analogs, indicate that above 
normal temperatures and below normal precipitation are expected across most if not all the Southern Area through winter. 
According to CPC, drought is likely to expand and intensify across much of Oklahoma and Texas, in portions of the Carolinas 
and southeast Georgia, and in Florida outside of the panhandle through January. The lack of drought in other portions of 
the geographic area should provide a buffer to the forecast warm and dry conditions during the outlook period to preserve 
significant fire potential at near to below normal. 

Given the forecast conditions and antecedent abnormally dry conditions in the eastern Carolinas, above normal 
potential is forecast through fall and into January. There is some uncertainty regarding above normal potential continuing 
beyond December and if above normal potential will expand into the southern Appalachians. Though the fall fire season in the 
southern Appalachians, in general, is highly dependent upon the precipitation frequency, rainfall frequencies beyond one to 
two weeks can become problematic. The combination of leaf drop, freeze events, and cold front associated winds are amplified 
by rainfall frequency, leading to increase fire activity, including large and significant fires.

 Above normal potential will expand southward into southern Georgia in December and much of Florida outside of the 
panhandle in January and February. Florida may have above normal potential starting in December. In Oklahoma and Texas, 
above normal significant potential is expected to emerge by January and perhaps during December. The forecast warm and dry 
conditions with above normal fuel loading is driving the above normal forecast. Per usual, significant fire activity will likely be 
limited to shorter-duration, wind-driven events.

Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina
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Photo of the Month

Please send in your photos 
or news to Michelle 
Johnson at mjohnson@
scfc.gov.

Spot the Differences
1. Sycamore leave on sweetgum tree
2. Metal grommets missing on vest
3. Part of dead leaves missing
4. Hat is brown
5. Lizard on tree
6. Button on measuring device is yellow
7. Big foot walking in background
8. Fish on tree bark
9. Diameter tape replaced 
10. Harley Davidson logo on hat

Quote of the Month

“It is well that you 
should celebrate 
your Arbor Day 
thoughtfully, for 

within your lifetime 
the nation’s need of 
trees will become 

serious.”

Theodore Roosevelt

This amazing tree is from the NatureVibe FaceBook page. NatureVibe is created with the purpose of influencing the 
general public to love nature, protect its natural beauty, its value, its funniest moments and the historical aspects 
hidden behind its beauty.
https://www.facebook.com/NatureVibes.me/posts/the-spirit-of-trees-/125679679040473/

The Hug

Public Information Coordinator Michelle Johnson snapped this photo of sunrise on the Black River near Georgetown.

mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov
mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov
https://www.facebook.com/NatureVibes.me/posts/the-spirit-of-trees-/125679679040473/

