
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: CONTACT:  
Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024 Doug Wood, Director of Communications 
 803-968-1576 | DWood@scfc.gov 
 

Johns Island man arrested on four counts of arson  
Suspect allegedly identified on surveillance footage after string of suspicious fires 
 
JOHNS ISLAND, S.C.—South Carolina Forestry Commission law 
enforcement officers arrested Harold Nelson, Jr., 60, of Johns Island 
Tuesday, Feb. 13, on four counts of arson in Charleston County.  
Nelson is accused of igniting multiple fires Jan. 25 and Jan. 30 – 
one in a field, others in stands of pine trees – on private property he 
did not own. 
SCFC officers placed trail cameras on the victim’s property after 
agency firefighters and St. Johns Fire Department personnel had 
responded to other recent suspicious fires in the same area. Footage 
from the cameras allegedly was used to identify the suspect starting 
fires on different occasions. 
A Forestry Commission tractor-plow operator also allegedly 
witnessed the same individual lighting a fire across the road from a 
burned area to which the operator was dispatched in response to a 
fire the suspect allegedly set earlier the same day. 
Nelson was arrested at his home without incident and was transported by Charleston County sheriff’s deputies to 
the Al Cannon Detention Center in North Charleston. He is awaiting trial on the charges; if convicted, he faces a 
fine of not more than $5,000 or a prison sentence of not more than five years for each count with which he was 
charged. 
St. Johns Fire District officers, including Fire Chief Ryan Kunitzer, assisted in this investigation. 

# # # 
 

REFERENCES: SC CODE OF LAWS SECTION 16-11-170. Willfully burning lands of another. 
It is unlawful for a person to wilfully and maliciously set fire to or burn any grass, brush, or other combustible 
matter, causing any woods, fields, fences, or marshes of another person to be set on fire or cause the burning or 
fire to spread to or to be transmitted to the lands of another, or to aid or assist in such conduct. 
A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be fined not 
more than five thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than five years. A person convicted under this section is 
liable to any person who may have sustained damage. 

 
 
Forestry and timber-related businesses constitute the second-largest manufacturing industry in South Carolina. The South 
Carolina Forestry Commission is committed to protecting the Palmetto State’s public and private forest resources, crimes 
against which can cost landowners millions of dollars each year. To report a suspected case of timber theft, fraud or arson, 
call the South Carolina Forestry Commission at (803) 896-8800.  
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