Release

from the South Carolina Forestry Commission

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Wednesday, February 14, 2024

CONTACT:
Dena Whitesides, Piedmont Region Urban Forester

(803) 391-0330 CELL
DWhitesides@scfc.gov

Four Bradford Pear Bounty events to be held in March in SC

COLUMBIA—South Carolina property owners will have four
opportunities to participate in the Bradford Pear Bounty tree exchange in
March.

This year's events, presented by Duke Energy, will be held in Hampton
March 2, Marion March 16, Van Wyck March 23 and Clinton March 30.

The Bradford Pear Bounty program, which is a collaboration between the
South Carolina Forestry Commission and Clemson Extension, aims to
educate landowners about the devastating impact invasive-exotic plants
such as Bradford pears have on forests and promote the use of native trees
in the urban landscape. The event is an opportunity for South Carolina
homeowners to remove Bradford pears from their property and replace
them with native trees.

Property owners who pre-register can exchange up to five Bradford pear
trees for an equal number of free native replacement trees. In exchange
for their free native trees, landowners must bring a photo of them with
their cut down tree(s) to the event.

Bradford pear’s uniform shape, profuse white flowers and bright red fall

foliage have made it a much-planted ornamental throughout the Southeast.

While the trees were thought to be sterile, they began to cross pollinate
and produce abundant amounts of fruit that were spread by birds,
contributing to one of the worst invasive plant species in the Southeast —
the callery pear.

This is the fifth year that organizers have held the Bradford Pear Bounty
event. The inaugural giveaway was held in Clemson in February 2020.

HHH

", R

2y oy SO CS

H ewmon CLENSS
A Dlrﬂkmﬂis‘

o~ DUKE

Bounty dates/locations

March 2 - Hampton

8 a.m.-11 a.m.

Hampton County Extension Office
12 Walnut St. E

Hampton, SC 29924

March 16 - Marion
8a.m.-11 a.m.
Amazing Grace Park
307 W. Dozier St.
Marion, SC 29571

March 23 - Van Wyck

8 a.m.-11 a.m.

The Ivy Place Berry Farm
8525 Van Wyck Road
Lancaster, SC 29270

March 30 - Clinton
8a.m.-11 a.m.
Vance Park

211 N. Broad Street
Clinton, SC 29325

The mission of the South Carolina Forestry Commission is to protect, promote, enhance and nurture the forest
lands of South Carolina in a manner consistent with achieving the greatest good for its citizens.
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