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SCFC hosting media, VIPs for demo of new firefighting water-scooper airplanes

Training field day to feature amphibious aircraft scooping water, dropping on live fire

The South Carolina Forestry Commission is hosting a Media &
VIP Field Day Thursday, Oct. 10, to show off the newest tools in
its wildland firefighting arsenal.

Media are encouraged to join agency officials for an up-close-
and-personal demonstration of twin Air Tractor 802A Fire Boss
amphibious scooper planes drawing water from Lake Marion,
then dropping their payloads directly on a live — but controlled —

wildfire at Manchester State Forest.

The agency recently finalized a contract with Dauntless Air, a
Minnesota-based aviation company, to provide up to 75 days a
year of firefighting support in the form of two single-engine air

tankers (SEATSs) for the next five years.

“The Forestry Commission responds to over 1,200 wildfires a
year, and those fires threaten lives, homes, and our valuable
timber industry,” said SCFC Fire Chief Darryl Jones. “Having
aerial firefighting support available during the peak of wildfire
season provides our firefighters with an incredible tool we can
use to keep those fires small and to reduce the threat to our

citizens.”

Itinerary / logistics

WHEN: 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 10

Santee State Park
251 State Park Road
Santee, SC 29142

WHERE:

RSVP: Doug Wood
SCFC Dir. Of Comm.
DWood@scfc.gov
(803) 968-1576

The Field Day will begin at Santee
State Park with a brief introduction by
SCFC Fire Chief Darryl Jones, after
which media will have the
opportunity to photograph/video
several passes of the planes scooping
water.

Assembled guests will then travel
across 1-95 to Manchester State
Forest to observe the planes dropping
water on a simulated wildfire.

Forestry Commission personnel will
escort and/or provide shuttle service
for media and/or VIPs from Santee
State Park to Manchester State Forest
and back.

The Fire Boss aircraft can stay airborne for 3+ hours at a time and scoop up to 800 gallons of water from

lakes and rivers as close to the fire as possible. They are capable of dropping water or a combination of

water and fire-retardant gel, depending on fuel types and conditions on the ground.
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The mission of the South Carolina Forestry Commission is to protect, promote, enhance and nurture the forest
lands of South Carolina in a manner consistent with achieving the greatest good for its citizens.



