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SC Forestry Commission urging vigilance against wildfire today amid 
windy conditions, dropping relative humidity 
 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — With forecasts calling for elevated 
wind speeds across the state today, the South Carolina 
Forestry Commission encourages the public to exercise the 
utmost vigilance when conducting outdoor burns of any 
kind. 
Amid a significant uptick in wildfire ignitions over the last 
week – including nearly 50 just yesterday – the agency also 
points to dropping relative humidity in the afternoon as 
especially concerning. 
“The combination of these conditions creates a greater-than-
average potential for outdoor fires to escape easily and spread rapidly, taking longer – and more 
of the agency’s firefighting resources – to contain and ultimately control,” said SCFC Fire Chief 
Darryl Jones, “We’d rather people hold off today particularly, but those who do should take the 
proper precautions, respect the weather, and never leave a fire unattended for any reason or for 
any amount of time.” 
South Carolina is headed into what is traditionally its peak “wildfire season,” along with most of 
the southeastern United States. SCFC firefighters responded to 183 wildfires in January alone, 
nearly double its five-year average for the first month of the year. The agency has already 
recorded 228 wildfires in February. The majority of the Palmetto State’s largest and most 
destructive wildfires have happened during March and April. 
State law requires that citizens in unincorporated areas notify the Forestry Commission before 
burning outdoors. Other legally mandated precautions include creating an adequate firebreak 
around the area to be burned and having enough personnel, water and equipment on hand to keep 
the fire under control at all times. Notification can be made online or via phone: 

https://www.scfc.gov/protection/fire-burning/ 
	

# # # 
 

As the only state agency responsible for wildfire suppression in all unincorporated areas of the state, the South 
Carolina Forestry Commission protects nearly 13 million acres from wildland fire. More than 500 county, 
municipal and volunteer fire departments operate more than 1,100 fire stations in South Carolina. The Forestry 
Commission cooperates with these departments to prevent and control structural and wildland fires, employing 
highly trained firefighters and specialized equipment when fires burn into forested areas that are difficult to reach. 

Did you know…? 
An astounding 98 percent of all 
wildland fires are caused by 
human activities, and escaped 
debris burns are responsible for 
approximately 50 percent of them. 
South Carolina Forestry 
Commission firefighters respond to 
an average of 1,300 wildland fires 
every year, burning about 8,000 
acres annually. 
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