Release

from the South Carolina Forestry Commission

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT:
March 10, 2025 SCFC Public Information Office

(839) 228-0468 | covingtondrivefire@gmail.com

Hemingway man arrested on three counts of arson
Suspect allegedly set three woods fires on the busiest day for wildfires so far in 2025

HEMINGWAY—South Carolina Forestry Commission law enforcement officers
arrested Windell McDaniel, 63, of Hemingway Tuesday, March 3 on three
counts of arson in Georgetown County.

McDaniel is accused of deliberately setting three fires with an improvised
incendiary device along Deep Creek Drive, which connects SC Highway 261
and Barnhill Road, approximately six miles southeast of downtown Hemingway.

Responding to a call for a woods fire Saturday, March 1, an SCFC fire
management officer arrived at the scene of three separate fires along the road.
Adjacent to one of the fires, the responding officer found a soft drink bottle
containing what was believed to be kerosene along with a rag that also smelled
of kerosene.

The subsequent investigation revealed camera footage showing a truck registered Windell McDaniel, pictured above,
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McDaniel was booked into the Georgetown County Detention Center and is Saturday, March 1, the same day the
awaiting trial on the charges. If convicted of the arson charges, he faces a fine of Forestry Commission responded to

. more than 100 wildfire ignitions
not more than $5,000 or a prison sentence of not more than five years on each around the state and eventually

count. issued a statewide burning ban.
None of the fires McDaniel is alleged to have ignited were related to any other

Georgetown County wildfires over the weekend, one of which grew to 130 acres and threatened homes on
Arcadia Plantation Drive, prompting a days-long response from Forestry Commission and local firefighting
officials.

REFERENCE: SC CODE OF LAWS SECTION 16-11-170. Willfully burning lands of another.
It is unlawful for a person to willfully and maliciously set fire to or burn any grass, brush, or other
combustible matter, causing any woods, fields, fences, or marshes of another person to be set on fire or
cause the burning or fire to spread to or to be transmitted to the lands of another, or to aid or assist in such
conduct.
A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be
fined not more than five thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than five years. A person convicted under
this section is liable to any person who may have sustained damage.
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The South Carolina Forestry Commission is committed to protecting the Palmetto State’s public and private forest resources,
crimes against which cost landowners millions of dollars each year. Here’s how you can help:

- To report a wildfire, call (800) 777-FIRE (3473).

- If you have information about a woods arson case, call (803) 896-8838.

- To report a suspected case of forest law violation of any kind, please call (803) 896-8818.
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