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Forestry Commission officials declare Covington Drive Fire 100 percent contained

MYRTLE BEACH—Forestry Commission officials announced Wednesday the Covington Drive
Fire is 100 percent contained, marking 82 days since the fire ignited and eventually burned 2,059
acres in the Carolina Forest area of Horry County.

The decision to declare the fire contained followed several significant rain events in the area that
helped raise the water table enough to extinguish the hotspots that had been smoldering for
weeks.

While the fire is officially contained, resources will continue to patrol and monitor the fire area
until it is declared controlled, looking for any interior burning that may reappear if the area goes
through a dry weather pattern. The fire will be considered controlled once it has been determined
that firefighting resources are no longer needed at the site.

For a more detailed explanation of contained vs. controlled, check out this Forestry Commission
video: https://www.facebook.com/ForestryCommish/videos/1517159669671523.
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As the only state agency responsible for wildfire suppression in all unincorporated areas of the state, the South Carolina Forestry
Commission protects nearly 13 million acres from wildland fire. More than 500 county, municipal and volunteer fire departments
operate more than 1,100 fire stations in South Carolina. The Forestry Commission cooperates with these departments to prevent
and control structural and wildland fires, employing highly trained firefighters and specialized equipment when fires burn into
forested areas that are difficult to reach.
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