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SCFC to conduct prescribed burn at Camden Battlefield Thursday

Media are invited to attend a prescribed burn at Camden
Battlefield and Longleaf Pine Preserve Thursday, Feb. 19 at 9:30
a.m.

South Carolina Forestry Commission personnel will be burning a
55-acre tract, weather permitting, at the battlefield visitors’ center
just north of Camden primarily to remove accumulated hazardous
fuels.

Historic Camden Foundation contracted the controlled burn not
only to reduce the risk of wildfire damage, but also to restore the
landscape to resemble what the troops would have seen on August

16, 1780, the date of the Battle of Camden. Media information
“As a forest landowner, we know that prescribed fire is an Media interested in covering the
effective tool to reduce fuel loads and protect the integrity of this prescribed burn are encouraged to

hallowed ground,” said Stacey Ferguson, deputy director, Historic RSVP.
Camden Foundation. “Historical journal accounts tell us that this

site would have consisted of towering longleaf pines and an open DATE:  Thursday, Feb. 19

understory. Partnering with the South Carolina Forestry WHEN:  Media should arrive at
Commission, we are working to return it to that condition and 9 a.m. to set up before
create an immersive experience for battlefield visitors.” the burn begins

. .. . . WHERE:  Camden Battlefield
Prescribed, or controlled, burning is the skilled application of fire 1698 Flat Rock Road

under planned weather and fuel conditions to achieve specific Camden. SC 29020
forest and land management objectives. The practice has many

i i WHOM:  Madeli
benefits, including: o adeline Stewart

TO CALL: SCFC Communications

e Reducing the amount of wildfire fuels. (839) 218-2744

¢ Eliminating vegetative competition. The burning operation will last several
e Improving wildlife habitat. hours, but the best opportunity to

e Reducing the spread of pest insects and diseases. observe the fire at its most active will

be before 12 p.m.

Prescribed burning cannot stop all wildfires, but it is the best

management tool available for preventing larger and more frequent outbreaks. Approximately 500,000
acres are prescribed-burned every year in South Carolina by land managers who understand the
appropriate weather conditions, fuel loads and atmospheric conditions for conducting such burns.
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The mission of the South Carolina Forestry Commission is to protect, promote and enhance South Carolina’s forests
for the benefit of all.
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