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Forestry Commission issuing statewide Red Flag Fire Alert 
 

COLUMBIA—The South Carolina Forestry Commission 
is issuing a statewide Red Flag Fire Alert, effective at 6 
a.m. Wednesday, April 8. 
The alert is being issued to strongly discourage people 
from burning outdoors when weather conditions present 
an elevated risk of wildfire. 
In addition to a widespread deficit of rainfall that 
continues to intensify drought over much of the state, 
Wednesday’s forecast includes gusty winds higher than 
20 mph and relative humidities under 25% in places. 
Because current weather conditions are very conducive 
to fires escaping easily and spreading rapidly, anyone 
considering outdoor burning should take extra 
precautions if they still choose to burn under a Red Flag Fire Alert. Those who have burned 
recently should return to monitor their burn areas and ensure the dry conditions don’t cause any 
rekindling. 
“Wildfire potential is always higher this time of year, and our use of the Red Flag Fire Alert a 
few weeks ago made a huge difference in the number of new ignitions,” said SCFC Fire Chief 
Darryl Jones. “This warning is a great tool that encourages citizens to voluntarily postpone any 
such burning until the alert is lifted. We’re simply asking for people to respect the weather, be 
smart and stay safe.” 
Adding to the danger, particularly in the western part of the state, are the heavy fuel loads that 
remain in our forests from Hurricane Helene. Not only can these downed, drying trees and other 
fuels act as kindling, increasing the risk of wildfire ignition and spread, but they also are likely to 
impede firefighters’ access, adversely impacting response capability. 
Although a Red Flag Fire Alert does not ban outdoor burning, it does trigger certain county or 
local ordinances that restrict outdoor fires, so residents should contact their local fire departments 
to check whether such restrictions apply in their areas. The alert will remain in effect until lifted 
by the Commission, whose fire managers will continuously monitor the situation. 

# # # 
As the only state agency responsible for wildfire suppression in all unincorporated areas of the state, the South Carolina Forestry Commission 
protects nearly 13 million acres from wildland fire. More than 500 county, municipal and volunteer fire departments operate more than 1,100 
fire stations in South Carolina. The Forestry Commission cooperates with these departments to prevent and control structural and wildland fires, 
employing highly trained firefighters and specialized equipment when fires burn into forested areas that are difficult to reach. 
 


