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Hobcaw Barony Named SC PLT Leadership in Education Award Recipient 
 
COLUMBIA — Hobcaw Barony Discovery Center has 

received the 2025 South Carolina Project Learning Tree 

Jerry L. Shrum Leadership in Education Award. The 

environmental education center was selected by the South 

Carolina PLT Steering Committee in July. 

Through the efforts of Executive Director George Chastain, 

Coordinator of Children and Youth Education Sara Beth 

Freytag and Hobcaw staff, Hobcaw Barony has been 

exceptionally active in growing PLT’s reach in Georgetown 

County and beyond by facilitating professional development 

events, using a variety of PLT activities in children’s 

programming, supporting other programming throughout 

South Carolina that utilizes PLT activities and engaging 

future professionals with environmental education.  

“As an informal environmental educator, PLT is my go-to 

resource. The ‘Explore Your Environment’ guide is almost 

always the first book I reference when lesson planning, and 

‘Trees and Me’ is a close second," Freytag said. "The guides 

are beautifully illustrated and have an intuitive layout that helps me efficiently browse to see which activities match my 

intended topic. I think the activities are fun for any age and can be easily adapted to meet my needs as an educator.” 

Hobcaw Barony joined the PLT Environmental Education Center Program in 2018 when it was established to help increase 

PLT’s outreach and visibility across the state. Since 2020, Freytag has trained more than 120 participants in professional 

development events and dedicated approximately 138 staff hours toward the SC PLT program. Her work was rewarded in 

2021 when she was named Facilitator of the Year for being the most active PLT facilitator in the state. 

In addition to holding professional development events at Hobcaw Barony, Hobcaw staff has also facilitated and co-

facilitated trainings in other parts of the community, including at Horry-Georgetown Technical College. Through the 

partnership with HGTC, 57 students were trained in the “K-8 Explore Your Environment” guide from 2020 to 2023. 

Additionally, one of HGTC’s professors, whom Freytag assisted during the mentoring process, is now a PLT facilitator.  

PLT activities are frequently incorporated into curriculum for children’s programs at Hobcaw Barony. During the Coastal 

Ecology Camp, a summer camp for rising second- and fifth-graders, two PLT activities have been incorporated each of the 

last two years, with 75 children attending in 2024 and 76 in 2025. 

Certain Hobcaw Barony field studies incorporate PLT activities as well, reaching more than 250 children through a variety of 

programming since January 2024. 

Hobcaw Barony has also been a pivotal partner of the South Carolina Forestry Commission in administering the Wood Magic 

Forest Fair, a free, fun, forestry-fact-filled field trip and festival for fourth-graders. Chastain, Freytag and other Hobcaw staff 

volunteer regularly to teach different stations. The facility has hosted Wood Magic five times since 2012, with 2,718 

participants attending over those five iterations, learning the importance of forest lands to wildlife, the economy and our daily 

quality of life. 

# # # 

Project Learning Tree is a nationwide, award-winning environmental education program that supplements curricula used by teachers, 

parents, and community leaders for students from preschool to 12th grade. A program of the Sustainable Forestry Initiative, PLT uses trees 

and forests as windows on the world to advance environmental literacy and promote stewardship to students while fostering professional 

development among the educators who use it. In South Carolina, PLT is sponsored by the Forestry Association of South Carolina’s SC 

Forestry Foundation, the SC Forestry Commission and the State Department of Education. 

 

Hobcaw Barony staff from left to right: Executive Director George 
Chastain, Director of Education Richard Camlin, Coordinator of 
Children and Youth Education Sara Beth Freytag, Educator Liz 
Lewis and Educator Jeanne Arnold Davey. 
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