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Conservation partners celebrate dedication of SC’s 6th state forest  
Acquisition protects prized land from development, establishes multiple-use working forest 
 

DORCHESTER COUNTY, S.C.—Leaders from the 

SC Forestry Commission, Open Space Institute, 

Dorchester County and the SC Conservation Bank 

today dedicated South Carolina’s newest state forest – 

Old Beech Hill State Forest – in Dorchester County. 

Held on the 1,643-acre tract, the dedication event 

officially established South Carolina’s sixth state forest 

and marked the culmination of a collaborative 

conservation effort to transform privately owned land 

that was vulnerable to development in one of the 

state’s fastest growing counties. The acquisition will 

expand outdoor recreation, safeguard wildlife habitat, 

ensure sustainable active forest management and 

provide revenue for local school districts. 

“Today marks an exciting addition to our state forest 

system,” said Scott Phillips, SC State Forester. “Old Beech Hill State Forest will provide long-term 

benefits from clean water and wildlife habitat to recreation and sustainable forestry. This milestone 

reflects the power of partnership and our shared commitment to conserving forests for the benefit of our 

communities, today and tomorrow.” 

The new state forest was made possible by Open Space Institute, the SC Forestry Commission, 

Dorchester County government officials and the SC Conservation Bank. OSI led the effort to acquire the 

property with funding from SCFC, SCCB and Dorchester County, which made the largest commitment 

of its greenbelt funds to date. 

# # # 

 
A coalition of public and non-profit conservation 
organizations partnered to acquire the land that 
was dedicated today as Old Beech Hill State 
Forest in Dorchester County. Pictured, from left 
to right, are Open Space Institute Chief Land 
Protection Officer Nate Berry, Dorchester County 
Council Chair David Chinnis, SC State Forester 
Scott Phillips and SC Conservation Bank 
Executive Director Raleigh West. 
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