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SCFC safeguards water quality with proven results 
99.2% of surveyed timber harvests in compliance with Forestry BMPs 
 
The South Carolina Forestry Commission’s Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) for Forestry program recorded 99.2% compliance 
with practices aimed at protecting water quality during timber 
harvesting operations that were evaluated over the last 12 months. 
 
Forestry BMPs are practical guidelines and preventive methods used 
during timber harvesting, road construction and other forest 
management activities to protect water quality, prevent soil erosion 
and conserve natural habitats. 
 
One of the agency’s most effective tools for monitoring compliance 
with these guidelines is conducting BMP courtesy exams, which 
consist of a series of checklists, measurements and observations 
designed to assess the impact of forest operations on water quality. 
 
Offered to timber harvesters and other contractors who perform forestry activities, the exams are free and 
intended both to educate the contractors and prevent possible BMP violations. BMP Foresters are located in every 
region of the state to respond promptly to requests for assistance and offer guidance. These specialized foresters 
also deliver presentations to school groups, landowner associations and other professional organizations, and they 
teach BMPs to timber harvesters as part of the TOP Logger training course offered in conjunction with the 
Forestry Association of South Carolina. 
 
Although the state’s BMPs are non-regulatory, they are designed to help landowners, loggers and forestry 
professionals prevent violations of the Clean Water Act, the South Carolina Pollution Control Act and other laws 
and regulations applicable to forestry. 
 
South Carolina’s BMPs for Forestry have been endorsed by and received national recognition from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the SC Department of Health 
and Environmental Control (DHEC). The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has also 
cited South Carolina’s BMP program as a national model.  
 
By the numbers 
In the past year, BMP foresters made 1,059 site visits to 490 different sites and provided 370 courtesy exams to 
loggers throughout the state. In addition, BMP foresters have provided 27 hours of BMP instruction to 526 
foresters, loggers and landowners.  
 

# # # 
 
The mission of the South Carolina Forestry Commission is to protect, promote and enhance South Carolina’s forests for 
the benefit of all. 

 

 
  Here a logging operation employs a portable 
bridge and additional BMPs to minimize 
impacts to streams and hence water quality. 
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